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CLOWNING AROUND…Sixth and seventh graders from Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains entertain residents of Sunrise Assisted Living in Westfield
earlier this month. The children had attended a workshop at the synagogue earlier
that day to learn how to apply face makeup, create balloon figures and engage an
audience. These “Mitzvah Clowns” (clowns who perform good deeds) are sched-
uled to visit a new site each month, including nursing homes, hospitals and centers
for ill or special needs children. Pictured, from left to right, are: back row, Bruce
“Professor Zee” Zakarin, Josh Axelrod, David Lange, Michael Lange, Fallon
Goldberg, Jaime Harris, Molly Skowron, Alexis Karpf and Joel “Big Daddy”
Horowitz, and front row, Matthew Garber, Liza Kussner, Sarah Barash and
Robin “Rainbow Clown” Romisher-Voeltzel.

Jessica Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEWEST BOARD MEMBER...Amy Winkler of Fanwood takes the oath of office
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education (BOE) Board Secretary/Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del Sordi as the newest member of the BOE.  She fills
the seat left by the resignation of Sasha Slocum.  A special election will be held during
the normal school elections in April to fill the remaining year on Ms. Slocum’s term.

SP-F Registers Top Marks In
Performance District Review

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes said
at Thursday’s board of education
(BOE) meeting that, based on a New
Jersey Quality Single Accountability
Continuum (NJQSAC) District Per-
formance Review (DPR), the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) school dis-
trict is a high-performing district.

Superintendent Hayes explained
that the NJQSAC is the current moni-
toring program for school districts.
The process occurs in a three-year
cycle and evaluates five components
of school district effectiveness: in-
struction and program, fiscal man-
agement, operations, personnel and
governance.

“The NJQSAC is meant to be a
self-assessment that moves districts
forward,” Superintendent Hayes said.

As part of the NJQSAC process,
each district must complete a self-
assessment by creating a DPR com-
mittee that will score the district in
each of the five key areas. At Thursday’s
meeting, Superintendent Hayes pre-
sented these draft scores that are pend-
ing approval from the BOE and Union
County Superintendent of Schools.

In the area of instruction and pro-
gram (which considers student per-
formance, district curriculum, instruc-
tion, mandated programs, early child-
hood programs and high school/
graduation programs), SP-F gave it-
self 77 points out of a possible 123.
This score, however, is incomplete
and is pending assessment data. There
is potential for an extra 44 points.

In the area of fiscal management
(which considers budget planning and
the annual audit among other things),
SP-F gave itself 92 points out of a
possible 100. In operations (which
considers student support services and
facilities among other things), SP-F
gave itself 110 points out of a pos-
sible 120. SP-F gave itself 90 points
out of a possible 100 in the area of
personnel (which considers person-
nel policies and professional devel-
opment among other things).

As for governance (which, among
other things, considers student
achievement and ethics compliance),
SP-F scored itself 89 points out of a
possible 100.

“Eighty percent or above is consid-
ered a high-performing district,” Su-
perintendent Hayes said. “We are con-
fident we will be seen as high-per-
forming.”

“Things look so good here,” board
member Betty Anne Woerner said
after hearing the self-assessment. “I’m
so pleased and impressed.”

The board will vote on whether or
not to authorize the submission of the
NJQSAC DPRs to the county super-
intendent of schools at its next meet-
ing. The DPRs can be found on the
district’s website, spfk12.org.

Additionally, board members heard
results from the board’s 2008-2009
audit. Its purpose, board member
Donald Parisi said, is to receive con-
firmation that the financial statements
the district publishes are accurate,
that internal controls are in place and
to hear any recommendations that
might be suggested for improvement.

“I think you’re in great shape,” said
Heidi Wohlleb, a representative from
Nisivoccia & Company LLP. “The
district is in excellent condition. I’m
very pleased to report that.”

“We are very pleased with this au-
dit,” Mr. Parisi said. “The audit is an
important tool.”

The board was given two recom-
mendations, Ms. Wohlleb said. The
first was regarding a budget transfer
and the second was to improve results
of the Special Education Medicaid
Initiative (SEMI) program by increas-
ing the district’s participation in the
program.

Summarizing the district’s funds,
Ms. Wohlleb said that the district has
a fund balance of $2,169,207. She
explained certain areas that portions
of that total will be used for, includ-
ing $46,485 in capital reserve,
$200,000 in maintenance reserve and
$268,176 for unreserved designated
expenditures for this year. Addition-
ally, the district has $1,835,573 in
unreserved undesignated expendi-
tures, in which New Jersey allows for
2 percent of the current year’s expen-
ditures, Ms. Wohlleb explained.

At the start of the meeting, Fanwood
resident Amy Winkler took the oath
of office to become the newest mem-
ber of the BOE.

Ms. Winkler has two children at
Coles Elementary School and has
done volunteer work for the school,
including the PTA. She will serve on
the board until April. During the April
board elections, the remaining year
of the term will then be up for elec-
tion. She fills the seat left by the
resignation of Sasha Slocum.

The BOE will meet again tonight,
Thursday, November 19, for a regular
public meeting.

Enrichment Center Closes;
Parents, Tutors Owed Money

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TIME TO GO...The 109-year-old water tower on North Avenue in Garwood is
taken down on Tuesday, as traffic was diverted in the morning. Long a part of the
landscape but no longer functional and in disrepair, the 100-foot tower had served
to provide fire protection for the factories in the borough.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN COMMAND...Lt. Colonel Edward J. Chrystal Jr. of Scotch Plains, pictured center, commanding the 102nd Cavalry of the
New Jersey National Guard, and executive officer Major William Morris receive honors for the troops for their service in Iraq
from Nancy LaCorte, Family Readiness Group Leader for the 102nd, last Saturday morning at the Westfield Armory. A
parade was held for the troops Saturday afternoon, as hundreds lined the streets waving American flags, cheering their return.

Fanwood BPA Seeks
Growth In Organization

Freeholders OK Homeless Trust
Fund, $1.75 Mil. Land Purchases

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
became the second county in the state
last Thursday to pass a resolution to
create a homeless trust fund. The
fund will aid in finding permanent
housing for an average daily home-
less population of 1,100 in the county,
according to Frank Guzzo, director
of human services for the county.

The trust fund will be entirely

funded through a $3 surcharge on all
document transactions processed
through the Union County Clerk’s
Office as stipulated through legisla-
tion signed by Governor Jon Corzine
in September. Mr. Guzzo said, based
on 80,000 documents filed last year
with the county clerk’s office, the $3
surcharge “would have brought in
approximately $243,000.”

In addition to Union and Passaic,
Mr. Guzzo said seven other counties
are in the process of approving trust
funds.

“This (trust fund) provides for vari-
ous activities for homelessness that
has not been available (due to a lack
of funding),” he said. Mr. Guzzo said
the county, with the help of its com-
munity-based organizations, has been
successful in applying for and receiv-
ing $15 million in grants to assist
homeless families over the past five
years.

The county also established the

first Code Blue program in the state.
Through the program, the county and
towns work together to offer shelter
to homeless persons from freezing
temperatures during winter months.

“This resolution…will bring
needed dollars that will be spent lo-
cally for those services that are sorely
needed to help people that need our
help,” Mr. Guzzo told the board.

Susana Castillo of Perth Amboy,
who runs the children’s program
through the Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless, thanked the
board for “having the vision and to
not only develop a homeless trust
fund but to also fund it.” She said the
trust fund would assist in funding
case management, house searching
and other support services.

Representing the Housing and
Community Development Network,
Vito Gallo said currently 50 percent
of all renters in Union County pay
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Scotch Plains Looks to Restrict
Hours for Landscapers in Township

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board next month
will discuss a proposed ordinance
that would tighten municipal over-
sight of private landscapers working
in Scotch Plains.

At the board’s meeting on Monday,
Mike Michalisin, who heads a sub-
committee that drafted the proposal,
said the ordinance will regulate the
hours during which landscapers will
be able to operate and also require
them to register with the township
government and obtain permits al-

lowing them to operate.
Mr. Michalisin said part of the rea-

son for registration is to create a data-
base that will contain contact infor-
mation should local officials need to
get in touch with landscapers. As an
example, he said that when this fall’s
branch pickup was cancelled, the
township would have contacted land-
scapers to make sure they were aware
of the change so they did not deposit
branches and limbs into the street in
anticipation of a pickup.

Mr. Michalisin said several towns
in the state have ordinances similar to
what the planning board will discuss

at its December 7 meeting. He ex-
pressed hope that if the board agrees
to the ordinance, then the council can
formally enact it early in 2010 before
the start of the spring season.

In other business, at its first meet-
ing since September, the board ap-
proved a lot line change for a prop-
erty at 15 Laurie Court.

The bulk of the board’s session,
however, involved a discussion and
then a unanimous approval of a reso-
lution that was mandated to pass by a
state superior court judge in August,
when the judge overturned the board’s
June 2008 denial of a site plan appli-
cation.

D. Villane Construction had wanted
to build a two-story office building on
an irregular-shaped lot at the corner
of South and New Jersey Avenues to
house its offices and a meeting room
for clients.

During a series of hearings last
year, neighborhood residents ex-
pressed concerns about the applica-
tion, fearing an increase in vehicular
traffic in what is a primarily residen-
tial neighborhood.

Three months ago, Judge Karen
Cassidy overturned the board’s 2008
denial — on a 3-3 split vote — and,
attorney Robert Pansulla, who was
the board’s counsel at the time of the
denial, said the reversal was “without
remand,” meaning that no further
hearings were required and the board,
in effect, would be compelled to ap-
prove what it had earlier denied.

In the meantime, Mr. Pansulla said
on Monday that he had met with
attorneys for D. Villane, which agreed
to several new conditions to be in-
cluded in the resolution of approval.
Mr. Pansulla said he hoped the new
conditions would “alleviate some of
the ‘no’ voters’ concerns.”

Among the conditions, some of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Enrichment
Center, previously located on Central
Avenue in Westfield, has shut its
doors. Owner Elaine Sigal sent an e-
mail to parents on October 24 an-
nouncing the closing of the business
center. The center had operated a
number of services, including SAT
preparation and pre-k to adult pro-
grams.

“Health reasons have precipitated
this sudden decision,” Mrs. Sigal said
in an e-mail sent to parents, which was
forwarded to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. She said Enrichment
Center teachers would contact parents
“to continue your children’s supple-
mental education in a different setting.”

Damian Pinto, a Westfield attor-
ney, said he has spoken to Mrs. Sigal.
“She has consulted with me. She may
do a liquidation in the near future,” he
said.

According to Andrew Pantellides,
assistant director for the state’s divi-
sion of revenue within the Depart-
ment of Treasury, the Enrichment
Center incorporated with the state on
August 9, 2005, as a nonprofit. The
center filed annual reports with the
division in 2006 and 2007, but is
delinquent in filing reports for 2008
and 2009. He said the Enrichment
Center is still listed as an “active”
corporation with the state.

E-mail messages from parents, as
well as chatter in online forums, com-

plained about not receiving a refund
from courses they paid for, but were
never offered due to the sudden clos-
ing.

One of the parents, Joan Horowitz,
said she plans to file a complaint with
the state’s Division of Consumer Af-
fairs for charges to her credit card for
cancelled classes. In an e-mail, she
said she has also contacted her credit
card company.

One of the teachers at the center,
who chose to remain anonymous,
claimed to The Times that tutors are
owed between several hundred and
$1,400 for work hours not compen-
sated by Mrs. Sigal.

David Wald, a spokesman for the
New Jersey Attorney General’s Of-
fice in Trenton, which oversees the
Division of Consumer Affairs, said
anyone who may have lost money
from the closing of the center should
fill out a complaint form available on
the Division of Consumer Affairs’
website, njconsumeraffairs.gov.

According to the Better Business
Bureau (BBB) website, only one com-
plaint has been filed against the busi-
ness, which is not accredited with the
BBB.

Sally Rowland, secretary to Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F)
school district, said any programs run
by the center for the district ended
this past spring. She said the district
did not have a contract with the En-

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Despite the tough
economy, Fanwood Business and Pro-
fessional Association (FBPA) Presi-
dent Peter Chemidlin said last week
his organization remains committed
to help the local business community
succeed and grow.

The FBPA currently is more than
60 members strong, according to Mr.
Chemidlin, though he said he would
like to see more members of the busi-
ness community join the
organization’s ranks.

“Networking is good because we’re
sharing ideas,” Mr. Chemidlin, presi-
dent of Family Investors, located on
South Avenue in Fanwood, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last
Thursday. “We have common goals
here…we’re going through the same
struggles.”

Mr. Chemidlin acknowledged that,
despite a healthy membership, the
FBPA’s board of directors is experi-
encing some “growing pains.” He said
the organization currently is “trying
to restructure. We’re trying to update
and get some fresh blood.”

According to Mr. Chemidlin, the
borough governing body has con-
tinually been supportive of the FBPA’s
efforts. By the end of this month, he
said, a flyer will be mailed to all
Fanwood households featuring a let-
ter from Mayor Colleen Mahr on one
side and a map of FBPA member
businesses on the other. The letter
from Mayor Mahr will offer an up-
date on downtown redevelopment
efforts.

Mr. Chemidlin said the map also
will be posted on the FBPA website,
fanwood.biz, which can be accessed
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