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Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

Flowers, Silks, Gifts

and Greeting Cards

Happy Anniversary
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Thank You
Thinking Of  You

I  Love You

GET WELL SOON

Or

Just Because
You Deserve It

Let Us Help You Say

CONGRATULATIONS
Oratorio Society

Presents Fall Concert
AREA – The Oratorio Society of

New Jersey, under the direction of
Sandor Szabo, will present a fall con-
cert on Saturday, November 21, at
Immaculate Conception Church, lo-
cated at 30 North Fullerton Avenue in
Montclair, at 8 p.m.

The concert will feature
Beethoven’s Egmont Ouverture and
Johannes Brahms’s Ein Deutsches
Requiem with professional soloists
and orchestra. Brahm’s Requiem is
one of the best known and most be-
loved of all choral works, and the
Oratorio Society is well known for its
excellence in performance.

Soloists for the Requiem are Leora
Perlman, soprano, and Arthur
Woodley, bass. General admission is
$20, available from chorus members
or at the door.

Anyone interested in joining may
call (973) 694-5638 for further infor-
mation or logon to
oratoriosocietynj.org.

Stony Hill Players
Break the Ice

SUMMIT – Stony Hill Players will
present The Ice-Breaker by David
Rambo on November 13, 14, 20 and
21 at 8 p.m. and November 15 and 22
at 3 p.m. Performances are at the
Oakes Center, located at 120 Morris
Avenue in Summit.

The Ice-Breaker is a contemporary
story about the environment and the
man and woman involved in its
changes. Sondra Luckstone, who has
acted in and directed many produc-
tions in the Summit area, is directing
this production. The two actors, Chris
Gibbs and Renee Litwin, have also
been active on local stages.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $10
for youth under 18. There will be a
wine and cheese event after the open-
ing show on Friday, November 13.
For information and reservations, call
(908) 277-1732.

Book Store Hosts Twin Bill of Meet and Greets
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host two au-
thor meet and greets on Saturday,
November 14.

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Chatham
resident Ann Tufariello, author of
“The Breakthrough,” will sign her
young-adult book (see review above).

In it, 13-year old Jack is plucked
from the clutches of a riptide by his
older brother, Michael. When Michael
slides into a coma, Jack cannot live
with the guilt. He wanders to a carni-
val and sneaks into a hot air balloon

basket. Without warning, the balloon
lifts into the air, transporting Jack to
the fourth-dimensional planet of Ve-
nus.

When a Venusian gives Jack a magic
crystal to heal his brother, Jack thinks
his problems are solved, but they are
just beginning.

Jeannette Hopkins will sign her
children’s book, “The Ladybug
Waltz,” from 2 to 4 p.m. This signing
is part of a week of readings and
workshops Ms. Hopkins will con-
duct in the Westfield school system.

Readers can capture the magic of a
ladybug’s ball and witness the crea-
tures’ crimson-colored gowns and
antennae tiaras. “The Ladybug Waltz”
is a story told in the form of a waltz
that allows music, art and writing to
connect.

The book was inspired by Ms.
Hopkins’ young granddaughter
Chloe, who has had several heart op-
erations; they sang “The Ladybug
Waltz” together many times during
her recovery.

The public can meet both authors
at 270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). To learn more, call (908)
233-3535.

Tufariello ‘Breaks Through’
With Her Fantasy Novel
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Recent headlines involv-
ing 6-year old Falcon Keen, the boy
who supposedly was trapped inside a
hot-air balloon over the skies of Colo-
rado, bear an uncanny resemblance
to part of the storyline of Chatham
r e s i d e n t , A n n
Tufariello’s new
book, “The Break-
through.”

In Ms.
T u f a r i e l l o ’ s
middle-grade fan-
tasy novel, the
main character, 13-
year-old Jack wan-
ders to a carnival
and hides in the
basket of a hot-air
balloon.

Of course, we all
know now that Fal-
con was found safe
and sound in the
attic of a garage.

But for Jack,
however, it’s quite
a different story.

When the bal-
loon he was hiding
in takes off without warning, he finds
himself on the way to Venus.

“The day that I found out about the
balloon-boy story as it was unfold-
ing, I could not believe the coinci-
dence. I was incredibly relieved to
learn that the boy was safe and that it
was a hoax,” said Ms. Tufariello.

Before “The Breakthrough” be-
came a novel, it was a bedtime story
that the author told to her three daugh-
ters, Jennifer, Katelyn and Emily.

Ms. Tufariello began telling her
daughters the story the night that the
family returned home from a Labor
Day weekend carnival in Mendham.

There were no hot-air balloons at
the carnival, and yet the idea of a
youngster taking off in one seemed to
be a gripping way to start her tale,
which also features a three-headed
snake named Hydra and a yellow-
eyed, pockmarked evil dictator of
Pluto named Danko.

While on Venus, Jack is given a
magical crystal, which he hopes will
bring his older brother, Michael, out

of a coma.
Danko, however, also wants the

crystal because he believes it will
give him the power to rule Earth.

The author said she became so at-
tached to the characters that she re-
wrote the story countless times be-
fore searching for a publisher.

Ms. Tufariello
has her own idea
of why fantasy
books are such a
big hit with young
readers these days.

“I believe that
fantasy books ap-
peal to kids be-
cause they have
such vivid imagi-
nations. Kids have
no problem sus-
pending disbelief
and imagining a
boy traveling to
other planets on a
hot air balloon.

“Many kids,”
she continued,
“want a plot-driven
story with plenty
of twists and turns,
something that

will keep them reading past their bed-
time,” adding that she created that
type of story because that is what she
likes to read as well.

A business major in college, Ms.
Tufariello first worked in banking.

While in graduate school she wrote
a non-fiction book called “Up Your
Grades: Proven Strategies for Aca-
demic Success,” which is now out of
print.

While writing “The Breakthrough,”
she started taking classes to become a
history teacher.

Now that her book is published,
she is pursuing a full-time writing
career.

“I would like nothing more than to
be able to write children’s and young-
adult books and visit schools,” she
said.

Ms. Tufariello will greet readers
and sign books at The Town Book-
store on Saturday, November 14, from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.

2009-2010 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES  30th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the second concert of its 30th Season on

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2009
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
PAUL NEUBAUER, viola

FRED SHERRY, cello
ANDRE-MICHEL SCHUB, piano

SAINT-SAËNS: Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 1, Opus 75
RAVEL: Sonate pour Violon et Violoncelle

FAURÉ: Quartet for Piano, Violin, Viola and Cello
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH

600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.
WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL

756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – No Charge

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

Maggie Diggory for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRIBUTE TO ERIC...At the Community Theater at the Mayo Center for the
Performing Arts in Morristown, pictured, from left to right, Tom Kean, Jr., state
senator representing District 21; Paul H. McRae, New Jersey Ballet assistant
artistic director, and Richard Bagger, former assemblyman, present Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz, right, with a memento to her late husband, Eric, who was
a great supporter of both the arts and ballet. See story at left.

NJ Ballet Honors Eric Munoz
By MAGGIE DIGGORY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MORRISTOWN – The New Jersey
Ballet’s (NJ Ballet) 2009-2010 season-
opening performance, “A World Tour
of Ballet,” Saturday evening, honored
the memory of Dr. Eric Munoz, a former
state assemblyman from the 21st dis-
trict who passed away earlier this year
from a heart ailment.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr., who attended
the event, which took place at the Com-
munity Theater at the Mayo Center for
the Performing Arts in downtown
Morristown, spoke to The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times by phone Monday afternoon.

“It was a wonderful evening,” Sena-
tor Kean, Jr. said. “There were two
facets to the evening. The first was to
honor Eric’s memory. The second was
the performance. The two events melded
well during the evening. It was a true
testament to honor Eric Munoz’s
memory and his family.”

Approximately 600 audience mem-
bers purchased tickets for the event.
Nancy Hartmann, marketing director
of the NJ Ballet, told The Leader and
The Times that normally, the balcony is
not open for ballet performances. How-
ever, the response at the box office was
strong enough to warrant opening the
section to allow patrons to come and
experience the extraordinary evening.

The NJ Ballet had indicated its desire
to present a “virtual world tour of dance”
to honor Dr. Munoz, who had great
pride in his Puerto Rican heritage and
listened to the concerns of constituents
and patients from all walks of life.

The 90-minute performance avidly
conveyed the breadth and range of the
talented professionals the NJ Ballet
Company possesses.

The diverse four-part program went
from the West to the East and back to
America again. One highlight of the
evening was the premiere perfor-
mance of The Three Riddles of
Turandot, by Nai-Ni Chen, based on
Puccini’s opera Turandot.

Before the performance, Nancy
Munoz, Dr. Munoz’s widow, came on
stage with Senator Kean, former As-
semblyman Richard Bagger and Paul
H. McRae, New Jersey Ballet assistant
artistic director.

“Ballet was Eric’s passion. Eric talked
about the ballet, morning, noon and
night. He will be missed,” began Sena-
tor Kean as he spoke of Dr. Munoz’s 18-
year service to the NJ Ballet’s board.

Mr. Bagger was the next to address
Dr. Munoz’s memory. He held a picture
of Dr. Munoz taken in December 2008,
when the NJ Ballet honored him for his
dedication to serving the performing-
arts organization. “Nancy, I’m very for-
tunate to be here tonight. It was a bless-
ing knowing Eric,” he said.

Mr. McCrae then presented Mrs.
Munoz with a collage that consisted of
the front and inside of the invitation to
last year’s Nutcracker Opening Night
Gala at The Paper Mill Playhouse, at
which NJ Ballet honored Dr. Munoz.

The collage also includes a photo
taken at that gala of Mr. Bagger pre-
senting a large nutcracker to Dr. Munoz
on stage at Paper Mill. There is also a
little brass plaque with the date of the
event (December 19, 2008).

After all the presentations, Mrs.
Munoz spoke with grace, candor and,
at times, humor about her late husband’s
passion for ballet.

“He loved the action and drama of
the ballet; I always thought it was the
ballerinas,” she began jokingly. “Eric
loved tall, strong, beautiful women.
Once, when one of our children was in
the hospital for tonsillitis, Eric was
operating on a prima ballerina at the
same time. He did not come and see our
child until he made sure the ballerina’s
operation was complete.

“He went to see The Nutcracker ev-
ery year; he bought 20 tickets every
year. I look at the nutcracker you gave
him every night in our family room. I’ll
stay [as] committed to the NJ Ballet as
he did,” Mrs. Munoz said as she ac-
cepted the memento.

An Invitation to a Unique Shopping Experience

ARTISTS GALLERY OF GIFTS
~ Offering a new selection of vendors ~

Semi-Precious Stone Jewelry – Holiday Gifts and Decorations

Designer Inspired Jewelry – Vintage Recreations and Wearable Art

Belgium Chocolates – Photography – One of A Kind Handbags

Whimsical Infant Wear – Mouth Blown Glass – Stationary

Handcrafted Sterling Silver and Fresh Water Pearl Designs

PREVIEW – THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12th – 7pm-9pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13th – 10am-5pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14th – 10am-5pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15th – 11am-5pm

Pam Newell, Hostess, 908-654-3614
603 Clark Street, Westfield, NJ

Wong Demonstrates
Chinese Brush Painting

Chinese brush painting
by Jocelyn Wong

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, November 19, from 7 to 9 p.m.
at its new location in the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center, located
on Watson Road in Fanwood. A brief
business meeting will be followed
by a presentation on Chinese brush
painting by Jocelyn Wong.

Ms. Wong of North Plainfield has
been painting since she was a child.
She was born in Hong Kong and
spent her early years there, studying
Chinese and Western-style painting,
and would say she grew up with a
bicultural education.

She studied at Granham Teacher’s
College, New Asia College and the
Fashion Institute of Technology in
New York City. She used her back-
ground in interior design to work on
pattern designs in the textile indus-
try.

Ms. Wong has more recently
worked as an interior designer and a
framer. She demonstrates and con-

Students to Perform
With All-State Chorus
SCOTCH PLAINS – Eight Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School stu-
dents have been selected to perform
with the state’s most outstanding
young vocalists on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15, at 3 p.m. at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center.

The event pairs the 350-voice cho-
rus with a 100-piece orchestra, under
the direction of a professional or-
chestra conductor. Tickets are avail-
able at njpac.org.

ducts workshops on Chinese brush
painting locally, and has also taught

artists how to frame their work.
Ms. Wong does many of her paint-

ings on rice paper or silk in the
traditional Chinese style and has
shown and sold her work in the tri-
state area. She prefers to paint land-
scapes, still-life and flowers – sub-
jects that lend themselves to her style
of brush painting and watercolor
painting.

There is ample parking at the Car-
riage House Pocket Park directly
across the street on Watson Road.
For more information, contact Paula
Pearl at (908) 322-2590.


