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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

HARTNETT BURIES WINNER; BOYER 17TH SHUTOUT

Cougar Boys Nip Blue Devils
For 1st UC Soccer Crown, 1-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

History was made as the Cranford
High School boys’ soccer team de-
feated the Westfield Blue Devils, 1-0,
in the final of the 44th Union County
Tournament at A.L. Johnson High
School in Clark on November 7. It
was the first title captured by the
undefeated and top-seeded Cougars
in school history. The second-seeded
Blue Devils appeared in its first final
since it won the 1998 tournament.

Cougar striker Pat Hartnett used
his head to bury the ball into the left
side of the net out of the reach of Blue
Devil keeper Adam Fine with 3:08
remaining in the first half after Eric
Walano crossed a pass from the right
side of the field and inside the penalty
box. It was Hartnett’s 27th goal of the
season, the most in Union County.

“This has been an amazing ride. I
don’t think anyone of us can put into
words exactly how we feel about win-

ning the county title,” said Cougar
Head Coach Mike Curci. “When the
final whistle blew, it was almost like
a dream, a little surreal. It’s incred-
ible! I am so proud of these young

men and what they have achieved this
season. Every practice, every game,
the work they put in throughout the
year, makes this all worthwhile.”

PAPANDREA COMPLETES TWO TD PASSES, RUNS ONE

Cranford Cougars Crumble
Voorhees Footballers, 49-28

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School foot-
ball team finished it regular season
on a high note by crumbling the
Voorhees Vikings, 49-28, in Glen
Gardner on November 7. The Cou-
gars finished the regular season with
a 3-6 record, also having beaten
North Plainfield, 21-20, on Septem-
ber 25 and Delaware Valley, 20-13,
on October 23, but they suffered a
stinging, 26-24 loss to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on September 10, were
scorched, 14-7, by the Hillside Com-
ets on September 17 and were burned
in overtime, 28-21 by A.L. Johnson
on October 10.

Junior quarterback Joey Papandrea
struck gold in the air and on the
ground. He completed three of six
pass attempts for 95 yards, includ-

ing touchdown passes of 44 yards
and 33 yards to junior running back
Sean Trotter, and had 12 carries for
59 yards, including a touchdown run
of eight yards in the fourth quarter.
Senior quarterback Chris Keim com-
pleted two of six passes for 16 yards
and carried twice for 12 yards.

The Cougars amassed 384 yards
rushing and were led by junior run-
ning back Tyrone Avent, who car-
ried 10 times for 138 yards, includ-
ing touchdown runs of 56 yards and
52 yards. Trotter had eight carries
for 110 yards, while senior running
back Kendall Grier had seven car-
ries for 54 yards, including touch-
down runs of 10 yards and 32 yards.
Sophomore running back Anthony
DaSilva had two carries for 11 yards.
Senior wide receiver Will Green
added three receptions for 34 yards.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Michael Margolin, M.D.

DDiiggeessttiivvee DDiisseeaasseess

is pleased to announce the
opening of his Cranford office:

210 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-6300

www.gastro.yourmd.com

• On staff at Overlook Hospital and Trinitas Medical Center

• Colonoscopies performed in private, comfortable facility

• Board Certified in Gastroenterology
• Fellow of the American College of Gastroenterology

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!
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Junior kicker Robert Gaeta made
good on all seven of his extra point
attempts.

Defensively, linebacker DaSilva
made nine tackles, and linebackers
Alex Bartley (senior) and junior
Kasim Lewis (fumble recovery)
made seven and six tackles, respec-
tively. Sophomore linebacker Mike
Klimek, Green and junior defensive
back Bryan Fitzsimmons each made
five tackles, while Trotter and sopho-
more linebacker J.P. Christiano
(forced fumble) each made four tack-
les. Junior defensive back Justin Van
Ostenbridge, who had three tackles,
forced a fumble and recovered a
fumble. Junior defensive lineman
Adam Smith had three tackles and
forced a fumble. Papandrea had a
pair of tackles and an interception.
Avent had a pair of tackles and de-
fensive lineman Joe Brady had one,
while Errol Petgrave had a fumble
recovery.

The Cougars marched 93 yards to
pay dirt on seven plays when Grier
slipped in from the 10 in the first
quarter. Avent added his 56-yard
touchdown sprint and Papandrea hit
Trotter for his 44-yard touchdown
reception, also in the quarter.
Voorhees scored a touchdown to
make the score 21-7.

The Vikings scored twice in the
second quarter but the Cougars added
an eight-play, 56 yard scoring drive
that was concluded with Grier’s 32-
yard run to make the score 28-21 at
the half. In the third quarter, it took
the Cougars two plays to cover 67
yards when Avent made his 52-yard
touchdown run, then Papandrea hit
Trotter with a 33-yard touchdown
pass. The Vikings also scored a touch-
down in the quarter. Papandrea added
the icing with his eight-yard run in
the fourth quarter.
Cranford 21   7 14   7 49
Voorhees   7 14   7   0 28

Statistics were provided by Philip
Engel

Probitas Verus Honos

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING DESPERATELY TO GAIN CONTROL…Cougar Ray El Khoury, left, and Blue Devils Phillip Mendel, No. 15,
and Henry Smith, No. 19, attempt to gain control of the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRESSURING THE INDIANS…Cougar midfielder Jamie Webb, No. 13, crossed
a left-to-right shot into Natalie Englese, who ripped a shot inside the far post for
the only score against the Rahway Indians in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 quarterfinal game. See short story and another picture on page 2.
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