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Cougar Boys Nip Blue Devils for UC Soccer Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Gridders Bury Union Farmers, 35-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

defense blended with great coverage
from the special teams to slam the
door securely. McLean had only 20-
yards rushing in the first half but the
Farmers netted only five rushing
yards. McLean would add 43 more
yards in the second half, but those
came after Westfield’s second team
defense took over. Daniels finished
with six completions for 46 yards and
three interceptions.

Scanlon, who made seven tackles,
had an interception at the Farmer 33
and returned it to the 21 to set up
Westfield’s third TD that was con-
cluded by Ondi’s three-yard bash with
2:07 left in the half. Gray had an
interception just before halftime but
earlier, he made a circus catch that
ended in an assisted back flip and
added a heads-up reception after the
Farmer cornerback nearly intercepted
Kerr’s pass.

“Our offensive play calling was
really good. We saw how their defen-
sive backs were, their safety and cor-
ners. We had a lucky play, where the
ball went off the helmet. I was actu-
ally going for the tackle and the ball
popped out. I said I might as well pick
it up,” said Gray. “Our offense is
getting better each week. We are leav-
ing little margins for mistakes, offen-
sively and defensively. Our defense
keeps getting better and better.”

Cornerback Brian Henry had an
interception that he returned from the
Farmer 36 to the 25, early in the third
quarter that set up the Blue Devils’
fourth TD, ending with Ondi’s two-
yard plunge. Henry also made an
impressive solo tackle of Lee at the
Farmer 18 on a kickoff and joined
with Garrett Pryor (4 tackles) to chase
down Lee for lost yardage. Peter Ondi
also made a crushing solo tackle on
special teams.

“Our specials did a good job, be-
cause we controlled field position,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno
said. “It’s good to see, he [Brian
Henry] keeps getting better and bet-

ter every week and today it showed
how much better he’s gotten.”

Manned by Willie Johnson (4 tack-
les) and Brandon Dietz (5 tackles),
the defensive line stopped McLean
cold.

“We knew they were going to run
the ball at us just like Linden did last
week. We were ready for it today. We
came out hitting and they were not
ready for it. We hit them in the mouth,
which I don’t think any team has done
to them this year,” Dietz said.

Referring to the poor start at the
beginning of the season, which was a
major factor of Westfield being un-
derrated, Dietz said, “We started off
slow, then we got everything together.
We got our offense together. The de-
fense was great. Once we got the
offense together, we knew what we
were doing. I think we are an under-
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Hartnett somehow finds a way to put
the ball in the goal and he did it again
tonight even when we were dominat-
ing,” Blue Devil Head Coach Goerge
Kapner said. “Having said that, we
played without Evan Heroux and
Ryan Heine, two of our best players,

with Joe Greenspan being the other.
We played with heart, dignity and I
could not be more proud of my team.
We created chances and we just did
not finish.”

By halftime, the Blue Devils held a
5-2 edge in shots. Henry Smith and

rated team.”
Defensively, Ondi (7 tackles) lined

up on the left side and blitzed Daniels
unrelentingly, resulting in a 15-yard
sack, a 10-yard sack and an intentional
grounding call that forced the Farmers
to punt from their 13-yard line.

“We had to put pressure on their
quarterback and their running game
in general,” Ondi said. “We knew we
had to stop 21 [McLean] and we shut
him down. [Elijah Lee] 19 we also
shut down on the pass. Hugo did a
great job covering him today. Coach
put me more outside and worked well,
because their running back didn’t pick
me up at all. I was free to be blitzing

Scott.”
As to the intentional grounding,

Ondi added, “I just chased him down,
wrapped him up and he just threw it
out.”

After the Farmers scored,
Westfield capped a nine-play, 64-
yard drive with Gray’s eight-yard
TD reception with 2:53 left in the
first quarter. Murray added his one-
yard TD plunge with 5:41 left in the
half, then Ondi added a three-yard
TD run to make the score 21-7. Ondi’s
two-yard TD came with 8:12 left in
the third quarter and Murray’s next
one-yard TD bash came with 2:05
left in the quarter. With two seconds
remaining in the game, Farmer
Marcus Allen scored on a 29-yard
run down the left sideline.
Westfield   7 14 14   0 35
Union   7   0   0   7 14

Eric Byer each had two shots and Dan
Eliades had one shot on goal. The
Cougars, however, took control for
most of the second half. Right off the
bat, a Cougar corner kick forced
Zagorski to make a textbook diving
save to his right from the six. Less
than a minute later, a point-blank shot
found Zagorski’s hands.

Midway through the half, the Blue
Devils came on the attack and nearly
tied the game with 12 minutes remain-
ing when Byer fired a point-blank shot
that was booted away by Boyer.

“When I saw where the ball was
and that the Westfield player was
one-on-one, you start thinking that,
in a moment, we’ll be playing from
behind. But Scott made another one
of his athletic, acrobatic saves, and
that’s what he’s been doing the entire
season. We have a lot of talented
players, but we wouldn’t be where we
are without him,” added Curci.

Cougar defenders Patrick Kaskiw,
Robert Ghiretti, Ryan Lopes and
Walano were successful in keeping
the Blue Devils scoreless.

“We had great possession. All
around we outplayed them and we
had a lot of heart. We just could not
put a goal in and did not get the
outcome we wanted,” said Blue Devil
defender Ryan Jennings.
Westfield 0 0 0
Cranford 1 0 1

Blue Devils Stop Warriors
In Girls Sectional Soccer, 1-0
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them a little too much room. She was
able to stop our through [and] our
counterattack. First half we didn’t do
what we wanted to do. We were a
little too direct. We were just hitting
one ball. Second half the girls woke
up, put pressure on her and didn’t let
her turn. We wanted to attack with our
forwards. We tried to make combina-
tion plays. We had like 10-12 shots
the second half. The girls showed a
lot of patience. We had a lot of dan-
gerous shots and there was a couple
that could have gone in.”

“During halftime, we knew we had

to pull it through because we didn’t
want to be like last year’s team,”
Landeka said. “We knew we needed
to work harder. We all pushed each
other. We needed to control and just
attack, attack, attack.”

The second half indeed belonged
to the Blue Devils, who pelted the
Warrior goal area with nine shots.
Crosses from Landeka and Sam
Costello to Hannah Kronick resulted
in four of those shots, and one was
temporarily believed to be a score at
the 18-minute mark when she rico-
cheted the ball off the inside of the
cross bar and it dropped into the goal
but the referee ruled an offside.

“I guess she was offside,” coach
Schmidt said. “You got to keep play-
ing no matter what the call is.”

Keep playing they did. Esler made
a dangerous throw-in that Keible
charged to grab it, but bobbled it and
Landeka quickly took a left-footed
shot and buried it into the net from
four yards out with 8:52 remaining in
the game.

“Esler had a throw-in and it
bounced. The keeper got it. For a split
second, she dropped it. I couldn’t
believe it. I saw the opportunity and I
just shot it,” Landeka explained.
Watchung Hills 0 0 0
Westfield 0 1 1

Lady Blue Devils Blank
Hunterdon Central, 3-0

The top-seeded, No. 2-ranked, 19-
0-2 Westfield High School girls soc-
cer team advanced to the champion-
ship game of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 tournament by blank-
ing fifth-seeded, 14-5-4 Hunterdon
Central, 3-0, at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on November 9. Amanda
Markowski scored a goal and added
an assist, while Meg Freundenheim
and Alexandra Tinfow each netted a
goal. Sam Costello and Hannah
Kronick each had an assist. Goalie
Meg Brody made one save.

Blue Devil Boys Take Second
In NJSIAA X-C Sectionals
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Dickinson Wins Shootout
Over Blue Devil Boys
The Dickinson High School boys

soccer team got the best of Westfield
with a shootout victory at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on November 8.
After a 1-1, double overtime tie, all
five Dickinson players buried their
shots to insure the victory.

In regulation, Dickinson was very
fortunate to be awarded a penalty
shot from the Hudson County referee
and made good on it for the score.
Ryan Heine scored for Westfield but
late in regulation, he received a nasty
forearm by a a defender inside the
Dickinson box and had to leave the
game with a severe dental injury. The
Hudson County referee, who was
nearby when the incident took place,
did not award a penalty kick.

In the shootout, Blue Devil Bran-
don Gold sank his penalty kick, Eric
Byer made his and Kevin Clancy
missed his shot to the right. Ryan
Krasnoo lined up to take his shot,
which hit the far post for a miss but
the Dickinson goalie illegally came
off the line and he was given another
shot that was successful. Dickinson’s
fifth shooter buried the ball into the
net to seal the victory.

first time since 1984 we will not get to
the Group 4 state championship meet,
in as much as we finished sixth in the
meet and you have to be among the
top five times,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Thom Hornish said. “We had a
very good performance from a first-
year runner, Gabrielle Tanji. She ran
21:33, Abigail Kwok, who is a vet-
eran, ran 21:46 and Alyssa Hatch,
who has been our frontrunner, had an
off day at 21:41. Unfortunately there
were other teams out there that had a
really good situation. Ridge, North
Hunterdon, Bridgewater-Raritan
were the top three teams. J.P Stevens
put together a good race and so did
Philipsburg.”

Meanwhile, unsure of the final re-
sults, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Jeff Koegel awaited in ner-
vous anticipation until notice was
served that the boys finished fifth in
Group 3 with a team total at 100 and
placed Alex Parker sixth at 17:224.8.
Raider Kathleen Leeper crossed the
finish line to claim the fifth spot for

the girls at 19:59.2.
“We were missing our fourth and

fifth runners (Kathleen Magnus and
Lauren Williams) due to illness so it
was going to be tough to make it out of
the section without them,” coach Keogel
said. “I told Kathleen (Leeper) that she
had to go after a top 10 finish, which she
did. She runs pretty tough and I’m
happy for her, as this is her first season
running cross-country. It’s unfortunate
that the team season has to end.”

Summarizing the boys’ perfor-
mance, Koeger added, “The one thing
we did well today that we had not been
doing consistently is we maintained a
pack. The way we need to run our
races is that Alex (Parker) is going to
be strong up front. We had to keep the
gaps close behind him and maintain
our packs; we were pretty tightly clus-
tered. Brandon (Wheeler) cramped up
badly during the race and that hurt us
there, since we could have placed
higher. Overall it was a pretty decent
race. Our focus is getting everyone
ready for next week.”
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

November 12, 2005: Senior safety
Marcus Allen Graham made two in-
terceptions that helped lead the Blue
Devils football team to a 30-14, con-
solation game victory over Columbia
at Kehler Stadium. Fullback Tyrell
Simmons rushed 91 yards, including
a one-yard touchdown (TD) plunge.
Tailback Andrew Shaffer ran 51 yards,
including a one-yard TD run. Half-
back Jayshawn King rushed 52 yards,
including a two-yard TD burst. Jun-
ior wide receiver Sean Ferro grabbed
a 26-yard TD pass.

November 11, 2004: For a team
that got off to a 2-4-2 start, the Blue
Devil girls soccer team have had a
dramatic turnaround to reach the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 fi-
nals. The 13-6-3 Blue Devils came up
one game short of claiming that title
by falling to Watchung Hills, 3-0, at
Kehler Stadium.

November 10, 2001: Senior quar-
terback Brian Schiller completed nine

of 15 passes for 134 yards, including
one touchdown pass and an eight-
yard TD rush to lead the Raiders to a
33-6 victory over Malcolm X.
Shabazz in the quarterfinals of the
Group 3, Section 2 Tournament in
Scotch Plains. Kyle Baker rushed for
141 yards and two touchdowns. An-
drew Pavoni had a 45-yard touch-
down reception and sophomore full-
back Travis Boff had a four-yard
touchdown run.

November 8, 2000: One year ago,
Parsippany shocked the Raiders, 3-2,
in overtime in the quarterfinals of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 boys
soccer tournament. Not this time! The
hosting Raiders won convincingly, 3-
0, this time in the semifinals. Senior
Mike Zotti banged in two goals and
Jeff Hensal scored one.

November 10, 1998: The top-
seeded Cranford girls soccer team
scored a late, tying goal in regulation,
then went on to win a shootout against
the Blue Devils in Cranford in the
semifinals of the Section 2, Group 3
State Championships.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING DESPERATELY TO GAIN CONTROL…Cougar Ray El Khoury, pictured left, and Blue Devils Phillip Mendel,
No. 15, and Henry Smith, No. 19, attempt to gain control of the ball in the soccer final of the 44th Union County Tournament
at A.L. Johnson High School in Clark on November 7.

Patricia O’Connor
• Top Listing Agent Month of October
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Patricia O’Connor
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Patricia in, and she’ll bring results!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAULING IN THE PASS…Blue Devil Pat Gray, pictured left, had four recep-
tions for 66 yards, including an eight-yard touchdown reception, in the football
game against the Union Farmers held in Union on November 6.


