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SCRUDATO FINISHES 2ND, LEAHY 5TH, LEEPER 5TH

Blue Devil Boys Take Second
In NJSIAA X-C Sectionals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four blue uniforms caught in a
spill at the very beginning of the race
proved to make the difference as No.
7 Ridge edged the No. 6 Westfield
High School boys’ cross-country
team, 65-67, for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 sectional champi-
onship at Warinanco Park in Roselle
on October 7. No. 12 Bridgewater-
Raritan placed third with a total of
71, followed by Dickinson (120) and
North Hunterdon (124).

“We knew it would be a three-way
race with us, Ridge and Bridgewater.
The boys were side-by-side, which is
the only good thing about the starting
position,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Jack Martin said. “We’re together
going out, then Ridge had one kid fall
and we had four and that changed the
tempo of the race. The energy you
have to expend to get back in takes a
toll later in the race, but you face it
and that’s a hard thing to do. The
boys recovered and got back into it in
spite of it all. Giving the closeness of
the race, we cannot be too disap-
pointed giving the fact that we had
the misfortune, but I don’t like to

make excuses. The boys ran outstand-
ing races, they fought to the end and
they’re in a pretty good spot for next
week. It’s really the first step in trying
to win a state championship, while
we live to fight another day.”

The battle for the individual cham-
pionship came between Blue Devil
senior Ryan Scrudato and North
Hunterdon’s Matt McDonald, who
crossed first with a time of 16:17.4,
while Scrudato finished second at
16:23.1. Blue Devil sophomore Jack
Leahy finished sixth in 16:26.0.

“We came into the race hoping to
win. Our game plan was to sit on the
front, hopefully our pack staying tight,
hang on and whenever they made a
move, which was around the two-
mile mark, start moving and we made
that move,” Scrudato said. “I know
Jack (Leahy) was up there; he was
pushing me in the middle of the race,
which definitely helped us. Two of

my teammates helped me out a lot as
did the guys on the sidelines coming
though. The support was really great.”

“We knew that a couple of guys
were going to go out really hard in the
first mile,” Leahy said. “We were
going to stick with them as a tight
group. That was the plan. Despite our
guys falling, I knew somewhere in
the second mile, beginning of the
third, that I was going to have to start
moving and did. The group started
moving, rolled from there, picking up
in the third mile, while I kept on
pushing Ryan’s pace. I was very
thankful to get to the track, but today
it was tough, very tough.”

The Blue Devil girls, who finished
sixth with a total of 168, did not place
one runner in the top five.

“It was a good performance but we
came up a little bit short. We’re a little
disappointed for the fact that for the

FLANZMANN, BIANCO, STRIPLING DRILL IN GOALS

Raiders Rough Up Rahway
In Sectional Boys Soccer, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Minus four starters, the second-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team did not take
visiting Rahway lightly and rolled to
a 3-0 victory in the quarterfinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 tournament on November 6.

In the first 30 seconds, the Indians
created a threat when Raider goalie
Anthony Zukofsky mishandled a shot
in front of the goal but left back,
Jason Pearl, quickly charged the ball
and booted it out of harms way. After-
wards, there was no question, which
team was going to rule the tempo.
The Raiders, who had seven corner
kicks, out-shot the Indians, 16-3;
Eleven came in the second half.
Zukofsky needed to make only one
save, while his Rahway counterpart,
Kevin Hoffman made seven.

Only five minutes into the game,
midfielder Mike DelSordi launched a
free kick into the box where forward
Zack Flanzmann nudged a slick
header into the net to give the Raiders
a 1-0 lead.

“Del had it probably about 30 yards

out, and Kahn and I were setting up
over there,” Flanzmann said. “We are
not very big in the box but they had
three guys, who were probably about
5’5” or 5’6”. I saw our height advan-
tage, so I said to Del, ‘get one over
here!’ He did! I scored the same kind
of goal against Rahway the last time.”

Due to the absence of their four
starters, freshmen Vincenzo Bianco
and Colin Stripling got a lot of play-
ing time in the second half and made
it worth the team’s while.

“We have a lot of people out,”
Flanzmann said. “With injuries, we
have, at least two starters out. (Chris)
Freeman is out with a red card.
McEvoy is on suspension, so we were
not taking this game like a second
round at all. This morning we met at
[our] captain’s [Johan Hernandez]
house and we talked about how we
couldn’t take this game lightly.”

“For us, it’s quite an accomplish-
ment, because we played this game
without four starters,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky said. “This
time of the year, you have your Tues-
day, Friday, which is a pretty good
schedule. It allows you some time to

get some rest in between. It’s not
quite as hard as the regular season
where we are playing three games in
a week.”

Only 3:50 into the second half,
Bianco hit pay dirt when he deflected
a shot off the goalie and into the
netting. With 11 minutes remaining,
DelSordi looped a corner kick into
Stripling, who scored the third goal.

“We’ve always known that Vinny
Bianco was a very good field player,”
coach Breznitsky said. “Also he can
play the goal. He is very tenacious. We
are also very high on Colin Stripling,
who played some JV in the defense. I
talked to him yesterday and said, with
the number of guys out, we need some
help in the midfield. He came in at the
right midfield and got himself a goal.
It’s good for the future.”

Breznitsky added, “This time of
year, if you don’t come out with ef-
fort, you are sitting at home. Our guys
have a lot to prove. They are very
disappointed that we got knocked out
of the counties. If we win a state
championship, the counties are well
forgotten.”
Rahway 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 2 3

BLACKWELL SCORES THREE TDs

North Hunterdon Stops
Football Raiders, 39-19

Senior running back Quintin
Blackwell finished out the regular
season in style by scoring three touch-
downs as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
football team dropped a 39-19 deci-
sion to North Hunterdon in Annandale
on November 6.

Blackwell, who rushed 136 yards
on 23 carries, had fourth-quarter
touchdown runs of six yards, 35 yards
and 20 yards. Mike Burke kicked the
extra point on the final touchdown for
the 1-8 Raiders. Quarterback Steve
Alleman completed nine of 15 pass
attempts for 73 yards. Wide receiver
Sean Coloney had two receptions for
26 yards, running back Marcus Rivera
had two receptions for 20 yards and
tight end Alex Graham had two re-
ceptions for 16 yards. Wide receiver
Doran Nelson had two receptions for
seven yards and wide receiver J.C.
Davidson had a four-yard reception.

Running back Korey Salvo had re-
spective touchdown runs of four yards
and 10 yards in the first quarter to
give 3-5 North Hunterdon a 13-0 lead.
Salvo added a 41-yard touchdown
run and a 75-yard punt return for a
touchdown in the second quarter and
tight end Kevin Haplea hauled in a
six-yard touchdown pass from quar-
terback Colin Macri in the quarter.
North Hunterdon added a 14-yard
touchdown in the third quarter.

Linebacker Kyle Berwick led the
Raiders with eight tackles, followed
by Davidson and Coloney with six
each. Rivera and linebacker Anthony
Lettieri each had five tackles, Gra-
ham and outside linebacker Mike
Tufaro had four tackles each. Defen-
sive lineman Dave Kreps made two
tackles.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   0 19 19
North Hunterdon 13 19   7   0 39
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN IMPORTANT MEET…The Blue Devils boys, top, placed second in the
Group 4 sectional cross-country meet and the Blue Devil girls, below center,
finished sixth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING THE MIDFIELD…Raider Mike DelSordi, No. 6, controlled the
midfield and also launched a free kick into Zach Flanzmann, who headed the ball
in the net for the first goal of the home game against Rahway held November 6.
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COLONIAL
EXPANDED RANCH COLONIAL

CUSTOM COLONIAL BUILT BY
D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

NEW CONSTRUCTION CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$1,895,000
$799,900 $914,999

$1,279,000 $749,900

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4,000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5
Bedrooms, 4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding
amenities include: exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized
chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining
Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens
to the Great Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious
Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the
Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2716465

Welcome to this spectacular spacious sprawling 4 Bedroom, 3 Full and 2 Half Bath
Expanded Ranch. This near acre of property is situated on one of the most picturesque cul-
de-sacs in Scotch Plains. This lovely home boasts an open floor plan with large rooms...perfect
for entertaining family & friends. Enjoy two master suites on the first level. Family room
extends into great room with floor to ceiling windows, high wood beamed ceilings and
sliding doors to deck and pool area. Giant finished basement with recreation room, big
storage area and workout area. A 2 car attached garage and the backyard is an oasis in a truly
private setting. MLS # 2703923

Beautiful 5,800+ square foot, 5 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial. Gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen with
Viking Stove, Granite Island and countertops, all custom, 2 dishwashers, wine cooler, stainless
steel appliances, dual fireplace in Great Room and Formal Dining Room. Master Bedroom
Suite with walk-in closet, large soaking tub, and glass enclosed shower. Balcony, 2 gas heating
units and 2 central air units, marble and wood floors, 2 car attached garage. MLS # 2721806

New 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Energy Star constructed Custom Colonial featuring inviting
mahogany front porch and beautiful architectural details throughout. Gourmet Eat-In-
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, Master Bath
with jetted tub and stall shower, 2nd floor laundry room, Central Air (2 units), and 2 car
built-in garage are just some of the amenities of this home. MLS # 2660467

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home built
in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties close to Franklin School
and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create your perfect home.
4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors
throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central
vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included in this gem. Will Build
To Suit! MLS # 2546035

Charming Center Hall Colonial in picturesque neighborhood. This cozy 4 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Home is situated on a large .25 acre corner lot steps from the scenic Tamaques Park.
The entrance vestibule on the first floor invites you into the generously proportioned 1st
floor which features Living Room with a wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Family Room and cozy Kitchen with a separate eating area. The 2nd floor boasts 4 spacious
Bedrooms including a large Master Bedroom Suite and additional Full Bath. In addition,
this quaint home features numerous upgrades and amenities. The oversized property is
located on a very quiet, winding street minutes to schools and town. MLS # 2666909

$775,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


