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Devil’s Den

By RAY JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mendham Girls Shock
Raiders, 2-0, in Sections

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five days after being stunned, 1-0,
by the Cranford Cougars in the Union
County Tournament championship
game, the third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team was shocked, 2-0, by sixth-
seeded Mendham in the quarterfinals
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 tournament in Scotch Plains on
November 5.

In the previous three years, the
showdowns between Mendham and
the Raiders came in the sectional
championship game. In 2006, the
Raiders won their first ever sectional
title with a 1-0 victory. Mendham
took the title in 2007 with a 2-0 vic-
tory, but the Raiders seized the title
last year with a 4-1 triumph.

The 12-6-1 Minutemen capitalized
on their few opportunities, once in
the first half and once in the second
half, each coming around five min-
utes before the end of each half. First,
Jamie Hofstetter took a feed from
Nicole Graziano and rippled the net
to give the Minutemen a 1-0 lead. The
next goal came with 5:15 remaining
in the game. Raider goalie Paige
DellaBadia (five saves) made a slid-
ing charge at a ball 10 yards in front
of the goal. Minuteman Paige Russell
got to the ball that was lying at
DellaBadia’s fingertips and drilled a

right-footed kick that deflected off
DellaBadia’s torso and flew into the
upper center of the net.

“We had to put the ball in the net to
win and we didn’t do that,” said Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing. “We just
didn’t finish when we got up top. We
didn’t take care of the opportunities
that we had. That happens.”

The Raiders did have several op-
portunities and out-shot the Minute-
men, 14-7. The closest opportunity
came midway through the second half
when center midfielder Sarah
Canfield launched a corner kick into
a mass of humanity near the Minute-
man goal. Midfielder Devon Daly
took a shot but Minuteman Robin
Chernow (eight saves) scrambled to
smother the ball.

The Mendham backs and
midfielders did have headaches with
Canfield’s aggressiveness but they
were somewhat successful in pre-
venting the Raiders from setting up
quality plays.

“Their defense had a tough time
covering Sarah Canfield,” coach
Ewing said. “Other kids didn’t finish
for us. They have a very good midfield.
They did a good job. Unfortunately,
we came out on the losing end. It’s a
little disappointing not doing a little
better in the states.”
Mendham 1 1 2
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

Time To Climb Aboard
The Football Bandwagon

OK, all you WHS fans, alums and
students. If you’ve been holding off on
following the ’09 WHS football team,
now is the time to hop on board the
bandwagon, or forever stay at home,
raking your leaves.

Despite a shaky start, WHS will
bring a five-game winning streak
into Saturday’s 1 p.m. home game
against Columbia in the North 2
Group 4 tournament. Although the
teams were huge rivals in the 1940s,
they have only met once since 1961,
and that was a 30-14 WHS victory in
a 2005 state consolation game. Co-
lumbia does, however, lead the se-
ries 16-14-3.

In the 36 years of the state playoffs,
this will be just the seventh home
game for WHS, which has won five of
the previous six. Here are the scores of
WHS’s home sectional games (not
counting consolation games):

1976 WHS 20, Livingston 8
1976 WHS 14, Plainfield 0
1977 WHS 33, Livingston 0
1979 Livingston 38, WHS 20
1998 WHS 30, West Morris 6
2007 WHS 21, Bayonne 8

The 1976 and ’77 teams were the
last of WHS’s 14 sectional champi-
onship squads. The feeling here is
that the drought will end on the week-
end of December 4-5-6. There is no
team in the section playing better
than WHS right now. Last Friday
night’s 35-14 demolition of previ-
ously unbeaten Union wasn’t even as
close as the final score. In fact, if not
for a horrible pass interference call
and a last-second TD against the
jayvees, it would’ve been 35-0.

WHS has been clicking on all cylin-
ders since the bye week. After averag-
ing 9.5 points in the first four games,
the team has averaged 32 ppg the last
four weeks.

The running game with Joe Ondi,
A.J. Murray and Jhakyse Williams
behind an offensive line – Mike
Sheehan, Brandon Dietz, Andrew
Arnold (filling in for the injured Adam
Metz), Mike Costa and Brett DiNicola
– that keeps getting better each week
is tough to stop. And that’s especially
true if the defense has to try and find
enough people to guard Pat Gray (im-

possible), Hugo Nolasco (not easy)
and Aiden Scanlon (difficult). Forget
that insurance company advertisement,
these three guys are the real “good
hands” people. Junior QB Dan Kerr
has gotten better every week since
taking over as the starter in week four.

Defensively, switching Willie
Johnson to tackle and Garrett Pryor
to end has proven a stabilizing move,
with Dietz and Nick Matthews very
solid at the other line spots. Line-
backers Murray, Ondi, Scanlon and
Drew Fantini, along with Nolasco,
Brian Henry and Zach Helfand in the
secondary have all raised their games.
And Gray fills in at linebacker or in
the secondary, depending on the situ-
ation.

As for the kicking game, when WHS
makes an extra point or field goal, it’s
very comforting to know that the snap-
per (John Lanzano), holder (James
O’Rourke) and kicker (Jon Gribbin)
are all sophomores. And the kickoff
coverage – which allowed TDs against
Watchung Hills and Bridgewater-
Raritan – has been solid of late, with
Gerald Schumann and sophomore Pete
Ondi contributing many key stops.

It will be very disappointing if the
crowd for Saturday’s game doesn’t fill
all the seats on the home side, maybe
even line the fences like the “good ol’
days.” If you’re ever going to come out
and cheer for the kids representing
your town and our high school, now is
the time.

The North 2 Group 4 section fea-
tures two of New Jersey’s all-time
winningest teams: Phillipsburg and
Westfield. Here are the state’s 10
winningest programs through Satur-
day:

Phillipsburg 617, Hammonton 573,
Paulsboro 572, Montclair 571,
Westfield 567, Atlantic City 565,
Woodbury 543, Millville 534, South
River 534, Glassboro 531.

Let’s take a look at the North 2
Group 4 matchups:

No. 8 Woodbridge (4-4, 91 power
points) at No. 1 Union (7-1, 135). As
bad as the Farmers looked last Friday
night, they should be able to get Elijah
Lee open enough to beat the up-and-

down Barrons.
No. 5 Ridge (7-2, 115) at No. 4

Bridgewater-Raritan (6-3, 127). Our
upset special, as former WHS assis-
tant Bill Tracy and his Green Devils
knock off the Panthers.

No. 6 Columbia (8-1, 114) at No. 3
Westfield (6-2, 128). After ending a
45-game losing streak at the end of
last season, the Cougars have turned
things around with the switch from the
Iron Hills Conference to the Super
Essex. If WHS can contain the Cou-
gars’ speed game, a trip to P’burg’s
legendary Maloney Stadium next Fri-
day night will be the reward.

No. 7 Piscataway (4-4, 104) at No.
2 Phillipsburg (7-1, 129). The
Stateliners are the winningest team in
state history, and pick up another one
here, although it could be close.

Here’s a look at the potential semi-
finals:

Westfield at Phillipsburg – Both
teams have longtime Thanksgiving
Day rivals six days later, but first things
first. This will be New Jersey’s No. 1
all-time vs. No. 5, in a first-ever meet-
ing. Can it get any better? Don’t ex-
pect many points. This will be old-
time, down-and-dirty, in-the-trenches
football. And in the trenches, you’ve
got to like WHS.

Ridge at Union – The Green Devils
will have won six in a row at this point,
and Tracy will come up with some-
thing to pull off the “upset” and avenge
an early-season two-point loss.

Here’s a look at the potential title
game:

Westfield vs. Ridge – Where is “Run
It Up” Tony Mottola when you want
him? Oh, losing games up in Demarest
(see next item). Too bad! It would be
sinful fun watching him get mercy
clocked. But there won’t be a mercy
clock in this game, just a nice win that
ends WHS’s 32-year drought.

RUN UP THIS, TONY
Former Ridge football coach “Run

It Up” Tony Mottola is 2-6 at Demarest
this year, after losing 43-7 to 1-5
Paramus Catholic. The two wins have
come against teams with a combined
2-16 record, while the Norsemen have
given up 246 points in the six losses,
an average of 41 per game (but who’s
counting?).

We bring this up because, in case
you’d forgotten, it was “Run It Up”
Tony who had his starting quarterback
throwing passes in the final minutes of
Ridge’s 49-13 playoff win over WHS
last November.

FOOTBALL STUFF
The 77-yard touchdown pass from

Danny Kerr to Pat Gray against Mont-
gomery a few weeks ago is tied for the
fourth longest TD toss in school his-
tory. The other four longest are:

90 yards: Hjalmar (Yamma) Carlson
to Ray Smith, vs. Plainfield in 1907.

79 yards: John Brown to Kenny
Blackwell, vs. SP-F in 1972.

78 yards: Dan Pearce to Bob
Wolfgang, vs. Bound Brook in 1958

77 yards: Bob Davis to Glen Kehler,
vs. Middletown in 1973.

IN THE GENES
Junior Quintin Blackwell, who ran

for over 200 yards and scored three
touchdowns on Friday in SP-F’s loss
at North Hunterdon and also scored
the Raiders’ TD against WHS, is the
son of Kenny Blackwell (’73), a
standout running back, kick returner
and track athlete at WHS.

PK’S OR COIN FLIP?
For me, when I hear “PK,” it will

always stand for Paul Kolterjahn
(WHS, ’00), the chubby freshman who
grew into a stud swimmer and helped
his senior year’s team win the state
championship.

But PK also stands for the dreaded
penalty kick, the way soccer decides
games that have no winner after regu-
lation and two overtimes, i.e., 100
minutes. It’s a simple process. The
goalie guesses left or right, and hopes
that’s where the kicker kicks the ball.
Otherwise it’s a score.

It’s a 50-50 proposition. Wouldn’t a
flip of the coin be quicker and sim-
pler? It’s a 50-50 chance either way.

LOOKING AHEAD
After beating Hunterdon Central,

3-0, on Monday, the top-seeded girls
soccer team will host second-seeded
Ridge today for the North 2 Group 4
title. The girls’ teams have won eight
sectional titles, the most recent in 2002
under coach Pete Giordano.

LOOKING BACK
The boys soccer team lost 1-0 to

Cranford in the Union County Tour-
nament championship game Saturday
night. That came less than 36 hours
after the boys were stunned in the
quarterfinals of the North 2 Group 4
tourney by Dickinson on penalty kicks.
A tough finish to a surprisingly good
season.

The boys cross-country team fin-
ished second at North 2 Group 4
sectionals to Ridge by two points,
despite having both Ryan Scrudato
and Jack Leahy finish ahead of all
Green Devils. The boys will be shoot-
ing for the Group 4 title this weekend.

And the gymnastics team performed
well, but finished second at the North
Section 2 meet to Bishop Ahr by .8 of
a point. WHS’s Lindsay Ripperger
finished fourth in the all-around, with
Sara Shields eighth, Kelly Bohlinger
12th and Lacy Cummings 13th.

TOP ATHLETES VOTING
Voting for WHS’s Best Athletes of

Each Decade (’60s, ’70s, ’80s, ’90s,
’00s) continues through Dec. 17. By
Sunday evening there were 69 votes e-
mailed! Keep ’em coming, at
bj1019@aol.com. Remember, there’s
no limit on the number of times you
can vote.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub,

from Mike the new owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Avenue East), is Joe
Ondi. The senior football co-captain
pounded out 96 yards, and was a de-
fensive demon from his linebacker
post in WHS’s 35-14 rout of Union.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Joe Ondi
Football

The Westfield Leader & The Times�

Subscription Form

www.goleader.com/subscribe

RIPPERGER GETS 4TH ALL-AROUND

Blue Devils Place Second
In Sectional Gymnastics
Despite the absence of senior Jenna

Rodrigues (leg injury), the Westfield
High School gymnastics team placed
second in the North Jersey, Section 2
Tournament with a total of 111.25
behind Bishop Ahr that totaled
112.05 in Edison on November 7.
Cranford placed fifth with a 105.7
total and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
placed seventh at 102.3.

Freshman Lindsay Ripperger,
sophomore Sara Shields and junior
Kelly Bohlinger rose to the occasion
with the absence of Rodrigues to
record fine all-around scores.
Ripperger’s score of 37.25 was good
enough for fourth place in a very
tight race for the top all-around score,
which was won by Bishop Ahr’s
Meghan Larkin with a 37.5, followed
by Kristi Wei of Ridge at 37.425 and
AL Johnson’s Brianna Ferdinandi at
37.275. Shield tied for eighth with
Johnson’s Bianca Briscese at 36.4
and Bohlinger placed 12th at 36.25
behind Cranford’s Mary Kate Walch
at 36.3 and ahead of Blue Devil Lacy
Cummings at 36.175.

Ripperger tied with Cummings for
top honors in the floor exercise with
scores of 9.626 and placed second

on the balance beam with a score of
9.55 behind Larkin at 9.6.
Cummings, the 2007 state champion
in the vault, won the event with a
9.65 and Walch placed fourth at
9.425.

TOP 10 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Bishop Ahr (B) 112.05, 2. Westfield

(W) 111.25, Johnson (J) Old Bridge (OB)
106.85, 5. Cranford (C) 105.7, 6.
Watchung Hills (WH) 102.8, 7. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (S) 102.3, 8. Ridge (R)
102.225, 9 Union (U) 55.575, 10. Gover-
nor Livingston (GL) 48.65

ALL AROUND: 1. Meghan Larkin (B)
37.5, 2. Kristi Wei (R) 37.425, 3. Brianna
Ferdinandi (J) 37.275, 4. Lindsay
Ripperger (W) 37.25, 5. Corri Greis (B)
37.15

VAULT: 1. Lacy Cummings (W)
9.625, 2. Wei (R) 9.5, 3. Larkin (B) 9.45, 4.
Mary Kate Walch (C) 9.425, 5. Melissa
Prisco (OB) 9.35

UNEVFEN BARS: 1. Greis (B), Sh-
annon Bell (B) 9.25, 3. Kyla Vacchio (B)
9.225, 4. Prisco (OB) 9.175, 5. Larkin (B)
9.175

BALANCE BEAM: 1. Larkin (B) 9.6,
2. Ripperger (W) 9.55, 3. Wei (R) 9.5, 4.
Fredinandi (J) 9.45, 5. Vacchio (B) 9.375

FLOOR EXERCISE: 1. Ripperger,
Cummings (W) 9.625, 3. Kelsey
Mahoney (Linden) 9.6, 4. Vacchio (B)
9.575, 5. Greis (B) 9.55

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING AFTER THE BALL…Raider Sarah Vanbuskirk, pictured right,
looks to steal the ball away from a Mendham defender in the quarterfinals of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament in Scotch Plains on November 5.

Colts Neck $5,000,000
This 19 acre paradise, boasts a 3 acre lake with a
natural island, specimen plantings & meticulous
grounds.

Lois Cohen, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Colts Neck $4,450,000
Architectural Masterpiece! Built by Neighbor &
Groves, custom designed 25 room Mansion exudes
luxurious comfort.

Ann Wiltz, Broker, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Avon $2,999,999
Extraordinary waterfront presence. This sub-dividable
sanctuary is a rare opportunity in NJ. Generous rm
sizes, 8BRs, 5.5 bths, pvt dock, gazebo, 3 blks to
ocean. 1 hour to NYC.
Donna Fahy-Waters, Sales Associate 732-449-2777

Rumson $2,850,000
NEW COLONIAL- Exquisite 7,800 sq ft home. 6 bed-
rooms, 6.5 baths, gourmet kitchen, great room, luxury
master suite, library, 3 fireplaces.

Pauline Poyner, Sales Associate 732-842-3200

Westfield $2,750,000
Extensively renovated 11 room Georgian Colonial.
Quality craftsmanship abound combining classic
charm with modern luxury.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $2,399,000
Stunning 5 bedroom, 5.1 bath residences blends ele-
gance and fine living with floor plan ideal for elabo-
rate or casual entertaining.

MaryAlice Ryan, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $2,395,000
Majestic Center Hall Colonial boasts a floor plan of
spacious rooms, elegant details and amenities
throughout. 5 bedrooms, 5.5 baths.

Jayne Bernstein, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield                                                      $1,699,900
OPEN HOUSE SUN 1-4PM. 705 LENAPE TRAIL.
Stately 4 BR Indian Forest Colonial on .7 acres with
fabulous Family room. Dir: Lawrence, Watchung Fork,
Lenape.
Frank Isoldi, Broker Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield                                                      $1,575,000
Stunning 6 bedroom home with grand foyer. Beauti-
fully appointed in private cluster of 4 homes. A
must see!

Frank Isoldi, Broker Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Holmdel                                                      $1,499,000
Elegance and sophistication define this magnificent
estate home situated on 1.46 rolling acres on a quiet
cul-de-sac, in prestigious neighborhood. 6 bedroom,
5.5 bath Colonial offers custom appointments.
Silvana Buckley, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Coldwell Banker
Previews International
has been refining the

world’s most luxurious
lifestyles since 1933.
Previews continues
to be a dominant
real estate source
for the exceptional

home market,
attracting the world’s
most qualified luxury

home buyers.

** Data based on closed and recorded transaction sides of homes sold for $1 million or more as reported by affiliates in the U.S. Coldwell Banker® franchise system for the calendar year 2009. $USD.
It should be used for comparison purposes only. Although Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. deems this information to be reliable, it is not guaranteed. ©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

Previews International®, the luxury division of Coldwell Banker, on average,
handles $85.5 million in luxury home sales every day.**
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