
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 12, 2009 Page 5

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, November 12, 2009 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and 
Saturday, November 14, 2009 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 3 7   years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child
related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2009
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY,NOVEMER 14, 2009
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Gov. Corzine Calls
Serving  ‘High Honor’

Of His Life
You’ve stood by this campaign through

thick and thin, and I wanted to take a few
moments to thank you for all your support
and encouragement throughout this cam-
paign.

We may not have prevailed in the vote
count, but we stood up for our common
commitment to making this state the kind
of place where all of our kids and grandkids
can grow and prosper.

For that, I am truly grateful to each and
every one of you.

Whatever our political differences, I
believe that Chris Christie is going to
work hard for the people of this state, and
I wish the Governor-Elect success, pa-
tience and good fortune as he leads our
state forward.

I got into public life because I truly
believe that government can be a force for
good, and I am proud that we focused on
the issues that matter most to working
families like jobs, education, health care
and economic security.

Thank you for the privilege of serving
as your Governor; it has been the high
honor of my life.

Jon Corzine
New Jersey Governor

Janice Siegel Conveys
‘Appreciation and Thanks’

Szuch and Manduca
Thank Fanwood for Voting

Is YOUR family getting the sleep they need?

IIt’s that time of year again…  Back to
school!  Here are a few helpful hints:

• Gradually reset to earlier
sleep/wake times

• Set relaxing bedtime routines

• Keep regular bedtimes even
on weekends

• Limit caffeine

• Eat well and exercise

• OH, AND – create the
ultimate sleep environment….
That one we can help you
with!

    Experience….

MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
(closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

During the Current Recession, Choose
To Support Local and Small Businesses

Optimist Club Thanks Westfielders
For Support of Haunted House Letters to the Editor

Thank you, Westfield, for your support
of our town’s haunted house and Hallow-
een celebration.

One thousand seven hundred and one
area residents, adults and children scream-
ing with delight, and even a little fear,
attended our town’s haunted house pre-
sented by The Optimist Club of Westfield
and co-sponsored by the Westfield Rec-
reation Department. Haunted houses have
been a community celebration in this coun-
try since the early 1930s.

After a two-year hiatus, Westfield cel-
ebrated its 17th haunted house on Hallow-
een evening. The 13 rooms of Haunted
House 2009 featured mazes, caves, woods
and cemeteries, where werewolves, Fran-
kenstein monsters, Dracula, witches, ghouls,
ghosts and goblins “mingled” with the guests.
Guests delighted in visiting our special at-
traction – Westfielder Chas. Addams’ room,
which was dedicated to Charles Addams’
creation, The Addams Family. Almost 600
man-hours went into creating the haunted
house, with another 250 man-hours volun-
teered on Halloween day.

None of this would have been possible
without the exceptional involvement of
the Westfield community. Among the
volunteers, were 28 Westfield High School
(WHS) students who participated in all
aspects of creating the celebration – deco-
rating, costuming, make-up and dressing
in their best Goth costumes to scare the
little ones. They seemed particularly dedi-
cated to this last task to the delight of all.
Twenty volunteers came from the staff
and membership of the Westfield Area
“Y”. They were joined by five of our own
Westfield Rotarians. The Jaycees did an
outstanding job taking “ownership” and
creating one of the more scary rooms as

measured by scream intensity. Rounding
out the more than 100 volunteers were 50
Optimists and their spouses and relatives.
Our thanks go to all of them!

We also want to thank the Westfield
Foundation, Westfield Rotary, Optimist
International and PSE&G for their grants
that made it possible for us to create this
special celebration. Their contributions
were used to purchase props and building
materials that had been lost during the
two-year hiatus.

Special thanks to the many organiza-
tions that stepped forward to sponsor
Haunted House 2009: Downtown
Westfield Corporation, Westfield Board
of Education, Westfield Fire Department,
Westfield Health Department, Westfield
Police Department, Westfield Public
Work Department, Westfield Rescue
Squad, Copies Now, Hershey’s Subs and
Delicatessen, Robert Treat Deli and Bak-
ery, Party Stop and Costume Corner, Mack
Camera, Passarelli’s Italian Hot Dogs
and Ron MacClusky (curator of all things
Addams Family). Additional entertain-
ment for the guests of Haunted House
2009 was provided by Chips the Clown,
who was outstanding with the children,
and the Reverse Order band, a local WHS
group with a dedicated following.

Westfield’s haunted house celebration
has become a community event both in
attendees and volunteers. That is why
The Optimist Club and Recreation De-
partment are delighted to be able to con-
tinue this fun event and thank the Westfield
community for its support.

Jeffrey Feldman
Haunted House 2009 Coordinator

The Optimist Club of Westfield

Bigosinski Lauds
Westfield Victors

I want to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate Andy Skibitsky, Keith Loughlin,
David Haas, Sam Della Fera and Vicki
Kimmins on their impressive Election
Day victories. I also want to commend all
of them for their willingness to serve in
town government.

It is a great privilege to be selected by
the voters to hold the office of town
council, and I offer my heartfelt thanks to
the entire Fourth Ward for giving me that
opportunity.

I did my best over the last four years to
represent dutifully my constituents’ in-
terests, and I know Keith will do the
same. I look forward to continuing the
friendships forged through my involve-
ment in town government and wish Keith
and all Fourth Ward residents the best.

Tom Bigosinski
4th Ward Councilman

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Thanks Voters For Second Term

Help Afghan People By Donating
Clothes to Col. Marx, Local Doctor

In this less-than-fun economy, we can
do something positive for our neighbors
by spending our dollars in small and local
businesses. We all have our favorites.
Here are only a few of mine:

Betty Gallagher Antiques, East Broad
Street, Westfield (for fine antique lamps,
chairs, porcelain and ceramics, silver and
jewelry, bronze, lovely fine carpets, paint-
ings); Town Book Store (next to
Gallagher’s), owned by A. Laird and a
rarity as an independent book-shop and
also super kid-friendly (plus: they’ll search
for and order rare and out-of-print books).
Another charmer is Juxtapose Gallery on
Elm Street, specializing in paintings,
watercolors, art jewelry, framing (paint-
ings by Springfield artist Helen Frank and
others are beautiful investments).

For food, there is Vince Bruns’

Westfield Seafood, on South Avenue,
where real seafood aficionados offer fresh
fish and shellfish for you to cook at home,
plus store-made specialties such as chow-
ders, irresistible cucumber-sour cream
sauces, marinated mushrooms and vari-
ous salads, stuffed potatoes, crab cakes,
and other temptations.

A fun place to gather with a friend or
two for lunch is the city-chic Feast Cater-
ing, with salads and gourmet treats cre-
ated by chef-owner Stephen Bigmore.

In Mountainside, try the delectable
authentic foods at Daimatsu on Mountain
Avenue. Noodles in hot broth are heart-
warmers. Next door is a beautiful flower
shop and decor store, Christoffer’s, where
your ideas for an occasion or holiday are
sensitively expressed through botanicals
and where you will find something spe-
cial for a friend—and yourself.

For groceries, the Cranford farmstead
on Springfield Avenue, Dreyer Farms,
sells (in addition to gardening supplies)
some scrumptious produce either plucked
from their own rows or offered from other
local farms (hurry because they close for
the season just around Christmas).

In Westfield, the tiny Westfield Farm-
ers Market on South Avenue has top-tier
and unusual produce and cheeses, fresh
flowers, and is unhurried and pretty. Of
course there are other terrific local ven-
ues. (Did I mention Bovella’s Bakery in
Westfield on the corner of East Broad at
Prospect or the jazzy restaurant and wine-
spot 16 Prospect and its live music scene?).

The best thing about these one-of-a-
kind places is that they are owned and
staffed by neighbors, and your patronage
will strengthen our local economy. Oh,
and you won’t have to travel far for a
beautiful experience.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

I want to thank all the citizens who took
the time leading up to Election Day to
educate themselves about the issues at
hand, asked probing questions and found
the time from their busy schedules to go
to the polls and cast their vote. I am deeply
honored to have the opportunity to serve
this great town for four more years as
your mayor. I hope to continue our posi-
tive efforts in keeping Westfield the won-
derful place it is to live, raise a family,
work and visit. I am proud of the progress
we have made so far, but I know there is

still much to do. I intend to stay the course
of doing more with less, controlling costs
and continuing to deliver the services
Westfield residents have come to expect.

I also plan on continuing my Saturday
morning office hours so residents can
meet with me one a personal basis. Your
viewpoints and concerns are important to
me. You may contact my assistant Joan at
(908) 789-4041 to arrange an appoint-
ment. I hope to see you around town.

Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield Mayor

We would like to thank all the citizens
of Fanwood who came out to vote in the
election last Tuesday for exercising your
right to choose state, county and local
elected officials.

We are honored that you chose us to
serve on the Fanwood Borough Council.
We will make our best effort to work with
the mayor and other council members to
meet the many challenges facing
Fanwood. And we understand the strong
message that you registered last week –
keep property taxes under control.

Fanwood voters also sent another mes-
sage – they want honest election contests
where candidates speak for themselves

and to the issues. Although we disagreed
with the incumbents on a few issues, we
gave them the due respect of neighbors
who have worked hard over the past three
years serving on the borough council.

We would also like to thank all the
people who supported our campaign with
$10 donations and speaking with your
neighbors on our behalf. This was truly a
“grassroots” effort in an era of big money
campaigns. But the voters heard and chose
the quieter voices, and we are very grate-
ful for the recognition.

Mike Szuch and Bob Manduca
Fanwood Borough
Councilmen-Elect

In my campaign to represent Ward 1 on
the Westfield Town Council, my hus-
band Lloyd Marks, my sons Matt and
Michael Marks, and many wonderful
friends and neighbors steadfastly and
enthusiastically supported me. People I
reached in person and over the phone
were so welcoming and willing to engage
in discussion about their concerns and
ideas for the betterment of Westfield.
This newspaper gave extensive and fair
coverage throughout the long election
season. To all, I wish to convey my deeply
felt appreciation and thanks.

This run was about contributing to the
life of Westfield. I think our community

will benefit from the discussion gener-
ated about the need for: new approaches
to combat unsafe driving; redirection of
some police resources to our neighbor-
hoods; more openness in the work of
town government, and accomplishment
of an environmental agenda, especially
an energy audit. The talk will continue.
And I trust that the talk will lead to an
even stronger Westfield.

As I did by phone, I congratulate Sam
Della Fera on his election and wish him
well as he strives to represent the First
Ward well.

Janice Siegel
Westfield

Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth Marx grew
up in Mountainside, attended Deerfield
School and graduated from Governor
Livingston High School. As a high school
student, he was a volunteer on the
Mountainside Rescue Squad. He is now a
medical doctor serving in Afghanistan.
Excerpts from this letters follow:

“The Roughriders of the 108th Cavalry
would like to receive scarves, gloves,
warm socks, sweaters, towels, especially
children’s clothing, reading glasses for
old folks, to give to villagers in the Tora
Bora mountains of Afghanistan. Defeat
the Taliban and Al Quaeda by helping us
make friends in this hostile environment.

Our guys and women patrol alongside
the Afghan National Army and Afghan
police in the villages throughout this re-
gion. The company commanders tell me
that they’d love to have small items in the
vehicles as they move along the way.
Handing out warm clothing is a great way
to start a conversation. The people in the
villages are terribly afraid of the Taliban,
who are very cruel characters and very
violent. Folks just want to get on with
their lives after 30 years of horror and
sadness, and there is a palpable sense that
it’s time to end the fighting and move on.
Making friends also saves lives because

the people know who’s planting the road-
side bombs. Information from the villag-
ers is the best form of armor we’ve got.”

The Postal Service offers free boxes
and special rates for mailing to combat
zones. Please mark the postal form: If
Undeliverable- Any Soldier. Mail to:

Lt. Col. Kenneth Marx, TF 1-108, FOB
Hughie, APO AE 09310

I will also pick up items and see that
they are mailed to Lt. Col. Marx. Please
call (908) 233-4036.

Marilyn Hart
Mountainside

AFA Celebrates Ky.
Christmas Tree Action
When Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear

released a statement last week referring to
the tree on the Capitol’s front lawn as a
“holiday” tree, the American Family As-
sociation (AFA) swung into action.

Tim Wildmon, AFA president said,
“We immediately sent out an action alert
to every member of the AFA network
who lives in Kentucky, and they flooded
the governor’s office with e-mails and
telephone calls.

“We reminded the governor that there
is no American tradition of a ‘Thanksgiv-
ing’ tree or a ‘New Year’s Tree,’ and we
appealed to him to call the tree what it is
– a ‘Christmas’ Tree.

“We applaud the citizens of Kentucky
for making their voices heard; appar-
ently, it’s still ‘We the People’ in some
parts of America, and we commend the
governor for deciding to keep ‘Christ’ in
‘Christmas,’” he added.

Randy Sharp, AFA director said, “I
think the folks in Kentucky just decided
they’d had enough political correctness
when it comes to remembering the birth
of Jesus Christ. After all, it’s a classic
American tradition to remember the births
of individuals who have made a great
contribution to our public life. We cel-
ebrate Abraham Lincoln’s birthday,
George Washington’s birthday and Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.

“...our founding documents, the Dec-
laration of Independence and the Consti-
tution, are dated ‘in the year of our Lord.’”

American Family Association

Brennan Congratulates Skibitsky
On His Re-Election as Mayor of WF

First off, congratulations to Andy and
his family on his re-election. Our town
will be well served for the next four years.
During the campaign, I certainly had dif-
ferences with the mayor regarding the
budget, transparency, public safety and
our downtown; however, those differ-
ences never detracted from my opinion of
him as a person. He is a good man and a
dedicated public servant who deserves
our thanks for taking time away from his
family to volunteer for what, many times,
is a thankless job. Again, congratula-
tions.

It was a tough year to run. We knew at
the beginning of the campaign that the
odds were not particularly good. We were
running against a popular incumbent, and
Westfield turned out to be the nucleus of
the Christie campaign. Despite the odds,
over 4,200 citizens voted in support of
our message. Clearly, I wanted to win, but
I also wanted to ensure that the voters had
a choice and that this would be a competi-
tive election. I also wanted to make sure
that important issues were discussed. I
believe we were successful on both counts,

and I am proud of the campaign we ran.
I also want to thank all the people who

volunteered, contributed and supported
my campaign. I established many new
friendships and cemented existing friend-
ships. Special thanks to Donna, Jerri, J.T.
and Tony. I also want to thank this paper
and the online papers in town. Not too
long ago, the town newspaper did not
provide every political party in town with
a forum for the free exchange of ideas.
Under Mr. [Horace] Corbin’s leadership,
that has thankfully changed.

Finally, thank you to my wife, Cathy,
and my children, Nick, Kate and Nat, for
allowing me to selfishly pursue this cam-
paign. I hope to see everyone around
town, and I will still be watching and
working for the improvement of our great
town.

Bill Brennan, Westfield
Democratic candidate for mayor
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