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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Typhinia – A relapsing fever
2. Juste au corps – A close fitting coat
3. Typhlosis – Blindness
4. Dedolent – Feeling no compunction

or regret

TREACLY
1. Savageness of manner; fierceness
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Thick and sticky
4. Oozing; seeping

PEIGNOIR
1. A woman’s dressing gown or negli-

gee
2. A ballet dancer
3. A decorative wax candle
4. A nagging, scolding woman

HABRONEME
1. A daydream
2. Having the form of fine threads
3. Having no common traits; unrelated
4. Round or oval in form

STOT
1. Strong; racy
2. Haughty; boastful
3. A blister beetle
4. A young bull

Christie’s Vow to ‘Turn
NJ Upside Down’

I was mildly amused by Wednesday’s
headline on turning New Jersey upside
down. First, from a fiscal standpoint, New
Jersey is already upside down. Second, in
order to change New Jersey, Chris Christie
will need the cooperation of the Legisla-
ture.

Unfortunately, any effort the New Jer-
sey Legislature makes to “turn NJ upside
down” will be strictly for shaking any
remaining coins out of our pockets.

Walter Andrew
Bordentown

Discussion, Not Attack Editorials,
Needed on Health Care Debate

Westfielder Says Lance, Along with Other Rightwing
Reps., Should ‘Get On Board For Healthcare Reform’

Writer Says It is Still Up to NJ
Citizens to ‘Reclaim Our State’

Southside Resident
Looks Fwd. to Quiet
As someone who lives on the southside

of Westfield, suffers from bouts of in-
somnia and who can hear the trains very
well, I am delighted about the new quiet
zone.

Next summer, I also look forward to
being able to sleep with my windows
open and not run my air conditioning,
thereby reducing my carbon footprint.

Yes, it was my choice to live within
earshot of the trains. But it is preposterous
to suggest that in doing so, I have forever
forfeited any chance of progress.

Whoever led the effort to establish the
quiet zone should get a medal. One thing
that makes our country great is its willing-
ness to embrace the new and not be teth-
ered to the past.

For those who feel otherwise and wax
nostalgic for the sounds of yesteryear, I
hope you are enjoying the clickety-
clacketing of your typewriters and
clippety-clopping of your horse and bug-
gies.

Mark Kaplan
Westfield

Gov. Corzine and Phillies
Still Deserve People’s Respect

WF Officials Should Be
Property Owners

I am a little cynical about the eligibility
standards to become the mayor or a coun-
cil member in Westfield. I am also dis-
heartened with the process of how a per-
son can cast a vote.

First things first, I truly feel the Town
of Westfield should amend the regula-
tions by which a person is eligible to
become mayor or a council member.

As a new requirement, candidates
should be homeowners, not renters. Un-
less you are paying $10,000 to $25,000 in
property tax, you should not be a town
leader. It’s like a student telling a
businessperson how to run a business,
and the student’s only experience is that
he read an economics book.

What should we expect next – a person
runs for mayor and cannot produce a birth
certificate?

Did you know a person may cast his or
her vote by mail? No, I am not talking
about the men and women of our military.
I am talking about the person who can go
to a polling booth but chooses not to do so.

With all the corruption in New Jersey
and all the illegal actions we have learned
about Acorn and other groups, as a citi-
zen, aren’t you afraid of ballot stuffing?

I spoke to Senator [Tom] Kean’s office
about this, and I was told that, this coming
January, he and Senator [Ronald] Rice
would speak to Governor [Chris] Christie
and try to amend the law, which would
scrutinize mail-in ballots a whole lot closer
to prevent fraud.

John Mancini
Westfield

Editorial Hit Nail on Head; Governor-
Elect Christie Deserves Congratulations

Sanders Says Newspaper Should ID
Itself as ‘Spokesman of Extreme Right’

Congratulations to New Jersey voters
for to holding the ineffective Corzine
administration accountable. Under Mr.
Corzine’s leadership, New Jersey has
continued to pursue tax-and-spend poli-
cies that erode the competitiveness of our
state. Just look at the accolades achieved
according to the Tax Foundation (a non-
partisan educational organization):

We are ranked 50th in the United States
in terms of business tax climate. That is,
we have the worst state in which to own
and operate a business.

We have the second highest property
taxes in the country.

New Jersey’s state/local tax burden
percentage (estimated at 11.8 percent of
income) is the highest in the country, well
above the national average of 9.7 percent.
New Jersey taxpayers pay $6,610 per
capita in state and local taxes.

Among states levying personal income
taxes, New Jersey’s top rate ranks third
highest nationally.

Among states levying corporate in-
come taxes, New Jersey’s top tax rate
ranks sixth highest nationally.

New Jersey taxpayers receive less fed-
eral funding per dollar of federal taxes
paid than any other state.

With New York City’s own tax prob-
lem, not to mention the costs associated
with living and owning a business there,
New Jersey should be luring companies
across the Hudson in droves to create jobs
here. Instead, we have taken it upon our-
selves to be as unfriendly as possible to

make a life here.
Electing Mr. Christie was just the first

step in turning this trend around, how-
ever. The challenge that he faces is daunt-
ing, and it remains to be seen how effec-
tive he will be.

But the work of the New Jersey voter is
not yet complete, and Mr. Christie – or
any reform-minded Governor – cannot
turn the tide with the current culture in
Trenton. Unfortunately, New Jersey’s
government has a reputation of being
only slightly less corrupt than Chicago
(We’ve seen where Chicago-style poli-
tics lead – force-fed healthcare anyone?).

It is time for New Jersey voters to take
back the state. We need to clean house in
Trenton and let the bosses of both parties
know we are not lemmings willing to
walk off the cliff of fiscal recklessness.

With all the attention in the media on
national politics, we cannot take our eye
off the ball of local and state politics. We
need to get involved, and if this means
normal people (i.e. not career politicians)
need to run for office, then we should be
willing to step up.

At the very least, we need to pay more
attention to what’s going on in Trenton
and hold our elected officials account-
able. If either party machine doesn’t lis-
ten to us, then we need to pull its plug.

It’s up to us, New Jersey. Let’s reclaim
our state.

Michael Ellison
Westfield

On November 1, President [Barack]
Obama made two stops in New Jersey to
show his support for Governor [Jon]
Corzine. The President praised Gov.
Corzine as a strong leader and the type of
governor New Jersey needs.

On November 4, the day after [Chris]
Christie was elected, the White House
said Gov. Corzine was a weak and un-
popular governor. President Obama can’t
seem to get far enough away from the
Corzine loss.

I would have more respect for the Presi-
dent if he simply said, “We put up a good
fight, but the people chose Chris Christie.”

In every election, there are winners and
losers; just like the Yankees winning the
World Series, you can’t blame the loss on
Philadelphia. They played a good game,
but everyone can’t win. Both Gov. Corzine
and Philadelphia still deserve our respect.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

I was almost amused at the recent edito-
rial “Is There No Room Left for Common
Sense and Moderation?” that appeared in
your November 5 edition. You begin your
editorial by lambasting the Obama Admin-
istration as well as others that you believe
are now trying to place the rest of us under
their “domination.” Then you go on to
claim that those called out by you “speak of
Chairman Mao in glowing terms,” seem-
ingly a phrase lifted straight from the Rush
[Limbaugh]/ [Glenn] Beck / [Sarah] Palin
playbook. If that is the gang with which you
care to be identified, I suppose that is your
prerogative as journalists.

But, please do not then go on to charac-

terize yourselves as “those with moderate
beliefs” who need to rescue this nation
from the extreme left and extreme right. I
am curious; if your accusations that Presi-
dent Obama and Representative Frank
“speak of Chairman Mao in glowing
terms” do not make you at least a fellow
traveler of the extreme right, I would
shutter to find out who you do think
belongs on that fringe. You should at least
show the intellectual honesty to properly
identify yourselves as that which is ap-
parent to any “moderate” – as spokesmen
in print of the extreme right.

Larry Sanders
Scotch Plains

Isn’t there supposed to be even a pre-
tense of fairness in our town newspaper?
You’re terrified and frightened of Medi-
care for all? There’s no common sense to
universal health care for Americans? And
who is being discussed here?

“They’re crafty in manipulating the
public…” [and] “taking advantage of the
weak and less fortunate.”

If you were actually talking about the
corporate-rich and powerful and the acute
greed in the current health care system,
you would be identifying the “for profit”
health care industry – the insurance com-
panies and pharmaceutical companies –
who are right now spending hundreds of
millions of dollars trying to convince
Americans that we don’t need and can’t
afford what every other nation has.

I do quite well remember being terri-
fied only a few years ago when the Bush
Administration tried to privatize Social
Security and move Social Security money
to Wall Street.

Americans stood solidly against that
chicanery.

And, how long will Americans and our
children be spinning from the trillions
upon trillions of taxpayer money turned
over to bail out Wall Street and its un-
regulated corruptions?

We’ve seen enough of “Welfare for the
Rich and Free Enterprise for the Poor” —

A majority of physicians and nurses
and a majority of Americans support a
universal health care system – all but
insurance and pharmaceutical companies
and their paid-for representatives in Con-
gress.

“We can’t possibly afford universal
health care” – rings hollow.

We are the wealthiest and most heavily
defended nation in the world.

Evidently, we have infinite money for
wars and bailouts of “too big to fail”
capitalism – but only mean-spiritedness
when it comes to the health of our citi-
zens?

The pharmaceutical companies and
insurance companies have dumped over a
half-billion dollars into the pockets of
Congress and the White House in the last
10 years.

The “for profit” health care industry is
continuing to spend hundreds of millions
of dollars right now to stop universal
health care in America.

Every other nation decided long ago
that universal health care is a positive
national value worth the investment for
the betterment of the general population.

Let’s also treat ourselves to some of the
other benefits that Europeans and Cana-
dians have long enjoyed for their tax
dollars – six months maternity leave, five-
week vacations, free university tuition.
What do you want for your children?
More corporatism or more socially re-
sponsive government?

If Medicare is “socialism,” bring it on!
Meanwhile, let’s have an honest dis-

cussion and debate about universal health
care for all Americans and not one-sided
attack-editorials.

Americans are paying many times over
what other nations are paying for their
health care. In America, 31 percent of
every dollar spent on health care goes to
paperwork, overhead, CEO salaries and
profits. And then there are the highly over
inflated drug prices.

Let’s give it a shot. We can always go
back to being stolen blind!

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Reader Asks: ‘Where Is
Your Moderation?’

In reading the opening paragraphs of
your November 4 editorial “Is There No
Room Left for Common Sense or Mod-
eration?” I had the feeling that Rush
Limbaugh or an equally far right conser-
vative had joined your editorial board.
Where is your “moderation” of which
you speak and which also typifies the
voters of Westfield? To equate the present
administration and Democratic-controlled
Congress with Chairman Mao is ridicu-
lous and can only turn sensible people
against any message you might have.

Beatrice Green
Westfield

Chris Christie’s win as our governor is
a sign that the people wanted to head in a
different direction than what the present
administration was offering. However,
we are wary of any promise of change,
since we are still awaiting the change
promised in the last presidential race.
Chris Christie and his staff have an im-
possible mission, and we hope that we are
not disappointed.

Regardless, I wanted to congratulate
him and offer any assistance that those of
us interested taxpayers could offer. The
following is the e-mail that I sent to him.

Perhaps others would also like to offer
him luck and support as well, since he and
we will need it.

P.S. The editorial comment titled: “Is
There No Room Left for Common Sense
and Moderation?” was appreciated and
hit the nail squarely on its head. Now with
the U.S. Assembly passing the 2,000-
page healthcare bill and the possibility of
cap-and-trade (tax) still hanging over our
heads, our very livelihood, wellbeing and
liberty are in jeopardy. Our state is seeing
that with a Christie victory, there may be
truly change we can believe in on the
horizon, and your paper is leading the
way. Please keep up your reporting.

Dear Governor-Elect Christie:
I wanted to express my, and many

others that I know, congratulations on
your victory. I have not seen so many
happy New Jersey people in over decade.

You have a very difficult four years
ahead, with the projected $8 billion defi-
cit next year, billions of under-funded
pension responsibilities, a dismal busi-
ness environment, out-of-sight taxes, cor-
ruption, bloated public payrolls, multiple
government jobs, continual job losses,
school costs that are out of control, public
payrolls that are not supported by either
need or revenue, and so forth.

Leave it to be said, that many of us
taxpayers are willing to do what we can to
help; however, we need to know what that
might be. At the very least, we can contact
our district officials, who may offer some
resistance to the change that you will be
working to gain for us.

There are some that think you can fix
everything in a day, but many of us know
that is not possible.

Americans at the time of crisis have a
history of standing up and joining to-
gether to overcome adversity. That being
the case, please let us know how we can
continue this tradition by letting us know
what we can do to help.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Will Christie Election Ring
In A New Era In Trenton?

Governor-elect Chris Christie has said that he will
put together the most qualified people for his admin-
istration regardless of political party affiliation. With
that said, we encourage anyone who wants to serve
in either a paid or volunteer capacity to contact their
own mayors and/or elected representatives to get
their names in the ring early.

New Jersey needs a bi-partisan government, per-
haps better said as non-partisan, focused on improv-
ing the quality of life for residents as well as busi-
nesses in this state. In addition to a change in the
governor’s office, both houses of the State Legisla-
ture will likely have new leadership. Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts (D-Camden) is retiring from
the Legislature and will likely be replaced by As-
semblywoman Sheila Oliver (D-Essex). Senate Presi-
dent Richard Codey (D-Essex) is in a battle to keep
his post with Senate Majority Leader Steve Sweeney
(D-Gloucester), who is also freeholder director in
Gloucester County.

We believe last week’s election sent a message
loud and clear that New Jerseyans are not interested
in politics; they just want results. With next year
being an off year for state government elections, we
believe this is the perfect time for Mr. Christie to
extend the olive branch for support of common
goals. The Governor-elect said he is willing to look
at any proposal, if it is good one, regardless of who
takes credit for it. Given the past year in Washing-
ton, D.C., where the Democrats, the majority party,
are ignoring the Republicans, this is a breath of
fresh air.

Bipartisanship and non-partisanship are not just
called for at the state level though, as it extends to
municipal governing bodies. Fanwood will now
have a 3-3 council, since two Republicans unseated
the incumbent Democrats in last week’s election.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, a Democrat, is the tiebreaker
in deadlocked votes. In Garwood, the council will
have one more Republican, with Democrats having
control 4-2, also with a Democratic mayor, Dennis
McCarthy. Scotch Plains Republicans still have a 3-
2 edge (including the mayor’s seat). Given the shift
to a more balanced government, it is important that
Republicans, Democrats and Independents work
together for what is best for the people.

Some very good local officials won, and others
lost. We are thankful for those who serve.

While we believe this will be the case at the local
level, we expect a political battle at the state level, as
Democrats seek to challenge the new Governor on
spending cuts he proposes and, of course, on his
budget.

Mr. Christie has said reducing state spending while
improving urban education will be among his priori-
ties when he takes office on January 19, 2010. He
also said he will not sign any legislation that in-
creases taxes. He is also setting up a taskforce to look
for mandates on businesses and municipalities that
can be rescinded.

One interesting note from last week’s election is
that Union County Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh will
have to resign from his position in the county counsel’s
office. In addition, Lieutenant Governor-elect Kim
Guadagno will resign as Monmouth County Sheriff,
with the new governor to appoint a new sheriff.

Governor Jon Corzine appears to be gracious in his
defeat. We hope this means that the lame-duck
administration will not take actions that drop poison
pills on the incoming administration in the interim.
It would only serve to harm the citizens. Unfortu-
nately, past history of both parties has shown that
last-minute spitefulness can be irresistible when a
new party is about to take office.

I have watched Representative Leonard
Lance, since he was elected, for signs that
he was, to paraphrase The New York Times
endorsement he received, an independent
voice within the Republican Party. He
does not show it when it comes to
healthcare reform. He, along with other
rightwing Representatives in the House,
voted this week against healthcare reform
despite the fact that we have such a bro-
ken healthcare system and that any re-
form would be better than no reform.

We have millions of people without
insurance, millions more with inadequate
insurance, millions more with such com-
plicated insurance procedures that it is
difficult to get coverage and healthcare

costs that are twice as high as any other
country in the world. Despite the money
we spend on healthcare, we lag far behind
the rest of the developed world in the
quality of our health. Simply put, we do
not get what we pay for. It is time to worry
less about the profits of the insurance
companies and worry more about the
future of our children and the nation.

We cannot sustain the course we are
on. Apart from the human misery our
current system imposes on millions of
Americans, business in the United States
cannot compete for foreign investment to
expand production facilities, in part, be-
cause we do not have a publicly financed
healthcare system like the rest of the

world. We are uncompetitive and lose
jobs because we require employers to pay
for healthcare instead of having some
form of a national health system like the
rest of the world.

The reform legislation passed by the
House falls far short of what is really
needed. Perhaps, with a public option, the
bill will lay the seeds for a future that
really solves the problems. But, while not
perfect, Representative Lance should start
using his hard-to-hear independent voice
and get on board for healthcare reform
when it comes back to the House for final
approval.

Larry Cary
Westfield
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