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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Lautenberg Votes to Extend BenefitsBramnick Elevated
To Conference Leader

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnnick (LD-21, Westfield) has
been elected conference leader for
the Assembly Republicans Caucus
and is now the second ranking Re-
publican in the Assembly.

In his new role, Assemblyman
Bramnick will lead the discussion in
the Republican Caucus of all pending
matters before the Legislature. Mr.
Bramnick was elected to a fourth
term in the Assembly on November
3. He also serves as Republican mu-
nicipal chairman in Westfield.

Since 2007, Assemblyman
Bramnick had been minority whip.
Assemblyman David Rible (LD-11,
Wall Twp.) replaces him in that post
and assumes the title of no. 3 in the
caucus. Mr. Rible previously served
as deputy conference leader.

Assemblyman Alex DeCroce (LD-
26, Morris Plains) was re-elected for
a fourth consecutive term as minority

leader of the GOP Assembly Caucus.
Assemblyman Alex DeCroce said,

“Along with Assemblymen Bramnick
and Rible and the rest of our leader-
ship team, I am confident we can
achieve our goal of once again mak-
ing our state more affordable for
middle-class families.”

“I look forward to working with
them and our Governor-elect, Chris
Christie, in returning New Jersey as
a great place to live and work,” Mr.
DeCroce said.

“Along with Assemblymen
Bramnick and Rible and the rest of our
leadership team, I am confident we can
achieve our goal of once again making
our state more affordable for middle
class families,” continued DeCroce.
“There are many common sense re-
forms that should be considered by the
Legislature that will improve state gov-
ernment and I will work hard to make
sure they are enacted.”

CONTACT We Care Honors Its Volunteers
And NJ Secretary Of State at Gala Reception
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A confluence of
factors – including high unemploy-
ment and the stresses of caring for
elderly parents, who are living longer
– has lead to an uptick in feelings of
despair and calls for help.

CONTACT We Care, an organiza-
tion celebrating 34 years of service,
fields many such calls on its award-
winning 24-hour caring and crisis
hotline, which emanates from
Westfield. Late last month, the group
celebrated the efforts of its member-
ship and the positive impact it has had
on an understandably anxious citi-
zenry.

Amy Green, the president of CON-
TACT We Care and a listener since
2001, said joining the group was “one
of the transformative events” of her life.

“Today, more than ever, there is a
need for our service,” she said. “As the
economy has tightened, people are
losing jobs, people are losing homes,
people are enormously stressed, and
we’re hearing that on the phones.”

Through silent auctions and dona-
tions at the 2009 gala, held at the
Primavera Regency in Stirling, the
organization raised critical funding
for its crisis hotline, which serves
more than 12,000 callers each year
throughout New Jersey. Last year’s
first annual gala raised $70,000.

Emmy Award-winning journalist
and WNBC-TV reporter Brian Th-
ompson, again serving as Master of
Ceremonies at the gala, reminded
everyone that 30 years ago, hundreds
of local crisis hotlines existed. Due to
funding shortages and lack of volun-
teer support nationwide, dozens have
disappeared, “leaving, fortunately,
only the strongest...and CONTACT
We Care has to be counted as one of
them.”

CONTACT We Care staked its
claim to the title of “the strongest”
last year, after the New Jersey
Governor’s Office of Volunteerism
recognized the organization as the
“2008 Best Statewide Volunteer Or-
ganization.”

At the 2009 gala, CONTACT We
Care honored Secretary of State Nina
Mitchell Wells, who officiated at the
2008 ceremony that recognized CON-
TACT as the best volunteer organiza-
tion.

Unfortunately, Ms. Wells’ respon-
sibilities as Secretary of State pre-
vented her from attending in person;
in her place to accept her award was
Rowena Madden, the director of the

division of Community Service,
which falls under the Governor’s Of-
fice of Volunteerism.

Ms. Madden, a Union High School
graduate, called Ms. Wells an “abso-
lute force of nature” and said she has
been “on a magic carpet ride with
her” over the last several years.

According to Ms. Madden,
volunteerism has “really grown quite
a bit” in the state.

Ms. Madden said when Depart-
ment of Labor officials contact un-
employed individuals now, a new
question asks them if they have vol-
unteered over the past year. New Jer-
sey was among the top five states to
experience an increase in
volunteerism from 2007 to 2008. Out
of 1 million new volunteers in the
nation, 200,000 live in New Jersey.

“The spirit of volunteerism is very
palpable in our state,” she said.

Ms. Madden, channeling the words
of the secretary of state, said out of all
outlets in New Jersey, CONTACT We
Care is one of “the most profound.”

“If you’re in New Jersey, you don’t
have to be alone,” she said.

She thanked the organization for
being a “safety net” for those in need.

To depict the type of calls CON-
TACT We Care fields, the lights were
dimmed, and a tape recording of two
CONTACT volunteers played for the
gala attendees. Told to close their
eyes, people listened as the volun-
teers recreated a fictional scene, in
very believable fashion, in which a
woman – who is about to lose her job
and healthcare, and is taking care of a
mother who is dying – reveals that
she does not know how to help herself
or whom to turn to in her time of need.

While fighting back tears, the
woman reveals to the phone operator,
when asked, that she is not sure if she
wants to live. After an emotional back-
and-forth, the operator is able to coax
her to speak with a national suicide-
prevention hotline that could offer
more assistance.

“We have more callers like the
woman you just heard than we have
ever had,” said David Owens, a
Westfield resident who serves as
CONTACT We Care’s executive di-
rector.

Though calls have leveled off now,
as compared to earlier in the year
when they spiked 20 percent, the or-
ganization is still fielding roughly 28
calls a day; of those, Mr. Owens said,
two are suicide-related.

Mr. Thompson, while harkening to
the words of a previous year’s hon-

oree, said CONTACT We Care vol-
unteers “listen actively,
empathetically, without judgment,
allowing the person with mental ill-
ness the ability to talk.” The volun-
teers help fulfill the organization’s
namesake, which came about in re-
sponse to an Australian gentleman’s
suicide statement that read, “Nobody
cares.”

That suicide note was left for Rev-
erend Alan Walker, a Methodist pas-
tor who was known for his Sunday
evening radio program during the
1960s. The man had been a devoted
listener to the reverend’s program,
and he killed himself when his radio
was repossessed.

The phrase “Nobody cares” struck
a cord with the reverend, who would
travel the world to talk about the

importance of extending help to those
in need of a compassionate listener.
Initially called Lifeline, CONTACT
We Care was founded in Scotch Plains
in 1975.

Mr. Thompson, the evening’s mas-
ter of ceremonies, took the closing
minutes of the evening, before prizes
were auctioned off and raffles an-
nounced, to reveal that his own grand-
father had committed suicide.

“My mother, who is no longer with
us, suffered from seeing the end re-
sult of her father’s suicide,” he said.
“It left a scar that was with her for her
entire life… I just wish her father had
an opportunity to get that kind of help
that an organization like this can pro-
vide. I say thank you for what you’re
doing, and you can make a differ-
ence,” he said.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.
Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)
has voted to approve legislation that
would extend unemployment ben-
efits for an additional 14 weeks in
every state and an additional 20
weeks in New Jersey and other states
where unemployment exceeds 8.5
percent.

The legislation will also extend
and expand the first-time
homebuyers tax credit. “It is shame-
ful that weeks of senseless Republi-
can obstruction has stood in the way

of families receiving unemployment
benefits,” Mr. Lautenberg stated.
“Extending unemployment benefits
will boost the economy, benefit thou-
sands of out-of-work New Jersey
residents and millions of families
across the country.

“This legislation also takes im-
portant steps to further promote
home ownership and boost the hous-
ing economy. I applaud passage of
this legislation and urge my col-
leagues in the House to approve it
as quickly.”

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘CARE’ PACKAGE...Rowena Madden, pictured second from left, the director of
the division of Community Service, which falls under the Governor’s Office of
Volunteerism, accepts an award on behalf of New Jersey Secretary of State Nina
Mitchell Wells at a gala reception for the crisis hotline CONTACT We Care.
Flanking her at left is David Owens, CONTACT’s executive director. Brian
Thompson, far right, Emmy Award-winning journalist and WNBC-TV reporter,
served as the evening’s Master of Ceremonies. To Ms. Madden’s immediate right
is Jim McKnight, vice-president of the board of directors for CONTACT.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303


