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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

WELCOME MR. PRESIDENT...A sell-out crowd of UNICANS showed
up at the Venetian in Garfield on October 27 to meet and greet their new
national president, Andre’ DiMino, and First Lady Jenny DiMino.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Plainfields’ UNICO Treasurer Rae
Calvo, Plainfields’ UNICO President Anthony Bengivenga, Plainfields
UNICO member and Past National President Frank Licato, Plainfields
UNICO member and UNICO District X First Deputy Governor Robert
Bengivenga, Plainfields UNICO member and UNICO National Commu-
nications Officer Sebastian D’Elia, First Lady  Mrs. DiMino, UNICO
National President Mr. DiMino and Plainfields’ UNICO Sergeant-at-
Arms Michael Colucci.

Looking to save Some Money?
BUY DIRECT From Marmo Enterprises, Inc.

Quality Service in Granite, Marble, Limestone,
and Quartz Stone counter tops, Fireplaces, Vanity tops, and more.

Thinking of replacing your existing Tops or installing new Counter tops?

We do it ALL!
Our prices 30% lower than any Kitchen & Bath showroom-

GUARANTEED!
With any work $2000.00 or more we offer:

Free Sink , Free Ogee edge, Free removal of existing Counter tops, sealer

1526 E Elizabeth Ave Linden, NJ 07036

Tel.908 486-4421    Fax. 908 925-9611    www.marmoenterprises.net

NJ Lic.#13VH03873700

Don’t let your energy costs
stack up this winter.

Protect your heating oil price without 
paying enrollment or sign-up fees.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2009 Petro. P_09376

Switch to Petro and see why more people choose us as their total 
home comfort provider over any other heating oil company. 

Call today! 866.254.7645
petro.com

Clothes, Glasses Sought for
Afghan People in Tora Bora
MOUNTAINSIDE — Lieutenant

Colonel Kenneth Marx grew up in
Mountainside, attended Deerfield
School and graduated from Gover-
nor Livingston High School. As a
high school student, he was a volun-
teer on the Mountainside Rescue
Squad. He is now a medical doctor
serving in Afghanistan.

Excerpts from two letters follow:
“The Roughriders of the 108th Cav-

alry would like to receive scarves,
gloves, warm socks, sweaters, towels,
especially children’s clothing, read-
ing glasses for old folks, to give to
villagers in the Tora Bora mountains
of Afghanistan. Defeat the Taliban
and Al Quaeda by helping us make
friends in this hostile environment.

“Our guys and women patrol
alongside the Afghan National Army
and Afghan police in the villages
throughout this region. The com-
pany commanders tell me that they’d
love to have small items in the ve-
hicles as they move along the way.
Handing out warm clothing is a great
way to start a conversation. The
people in the villages are terribly

afraid of the Taliban, who are very
cruel characters and very violent.
Folks just want to get on with their
lives after 30 years of horror and
sadness and there is a palpable sense
that it’s time to end the fighting and
move on. Making friends also saves
lives, because the people know who’s
planting the roadside bombs. Infor-
mation from the villagers is the best
form of armor we’ve got.

“The Postal Service offers free
boxes and special rates for mailing to
combat zones.”

Please mail to: Lt. Col. Kenneth
Marx, TF 1-108, FOB Hughie APO
AE 09310. Please mark the postal
form: If Undeliverable - Any Soldier.

Items can also be picked up by Marilyn
Hart, (908) 233-4036, who will see that
they are mailed to Lt. Col. Marx.

AASK THE DENTIST ! 

229 Charles Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 

Tel: 908.389.0222 Email: DoctorMerriman@aol.com 

 

DE AR DR.  ME RRI M AN :  Some of my teeth have been 

sensitive for quite some time. Now even drinking room 
temperature water is causing discomfort. Do I have a 
cavity?  Andrew K. 

DE AR AND RE W:   Sensitivity of teeth can be caused by a number of reasons. 

� A tooth with a dying or abscessed nerve 
� A cavity or an old or broken filling where saliva, air, or sugars irritate the 

inside of the tooth 
� A crack or fracture in the tooth which can cause sensitivity when you 

chew on that weak spot 
� Night time or even daytime grinding that results in very high forces 

being transferred to your teeth - much more than what they were 
designed to tolerate 

� Exposure of the dentin (the layer of the tooth that is underneath the 
outermost enamel) at the neck of the tooth; this is usually caused by 
gum recession, aggressive ‘scrubbing’ while brushing, erosion from acidic 
drink consumption, acid reflux, or excessive biting forces on your teeth 
 
Andrew, the first step for you would be to discuss your symptoms with 
your dentist. A history of their intensity, frequency and pattern along 
with a clinical evaluation and some diagnostic procedures will be helpful 
to determine the cause of your sensitivity. After that, an effective 
treatment can be determined for you. 

Sensitive teeth are not the norm so kudos to you for recognizing that. 
Good luck with your care! 

 

Christie to Create ‘Red Tape
Group,’ Audit School Districts
During a news conference the day

after his election, Governor-elect
Chris Christie said his first executive
order upon taking office in January
will be to freeze all proposed new
rules and regulations for 90 days,
while a “Red Tape Review Group,” to
be headed by Lieutenant Governor-
elect Kim Guadagno, reviews the
state’s codes to identify mandates on
businesses and municipalities that can
be repealed, according to the Asbury
Park Press. He also said he will have
the state comptroller audit all school
districts in the state.

Christie Picks Samson to
Head Transition Team

Governor-elect Chris Christie has
named former Attorney General for
ex-Governor James McGreevey,
David Samson,  to head his transition
team. Jeffrey Chiesa, a former execu-
tive assistant U.S. Attorney and coun-
sel when Mr. Christie headed the of-
fice, will serve as executive director
of the transition committee, heading
its day-to-day operations, according
to a Gannett State Bureau report.

GOP Gains in UC Towns;
Dems Win Summit Seat

Republicans picked up two council
seats in Fanwood, creating as 3-3
split council with a Democrat hold-
ing the mayor’s seat; two seats in
Springfield will hold a 3-2 edge in-
cluding the mayor’s seat; one seat in
Garwood, where Democrats will hold
a 4-2 edge plus the mayor’s seat.
Democrats picked up a seat on the
Summit council where they hold the
mayor’s office. The GOP will now
have a 6-1 council majority.

GOP Comes Within 2,000
Votes in Four Leg. Races

Riding the coattails of Governor-
elect Chris Christie’s victory last
week, the GOP picked up freeholder
seats in Bergen, Cumberland, and
Passaic counties, and took control of

the Monmouth County board, accord-
ing to politickernj.com.

The GOP picked up a seat in the
state Assembly, where all 80 seats
were on the ballot, winning by 1,000
votes an open seat in the fourth dis-
trict, representing parts of Camden
and Gloucester counties. Races in
District 1, 3, 18, and 22 were close
with Democrats winning by only a
few percentage points. The GOP
missed picking up a seat by 1,200
votes in the third district and 1,800
tallies in District 22.

Kean Last Governor of
President’s Party to Win

Democratic National Chairman
Tim Kaine said Governor Jon Corzine
was “running against a significant
historical tide and faced [an] uphill
[battle] from the start of this cam-
paign.” He said the party in power in
the White House has not won the
New Jersey governor’s office since
1985, when Governor Thomas H.
Kean defeated Peter Shapiro for a
second term.
Democrats Pickup Upstate N.Y.
Seat for First Time In 100 Years

Democrat Bill Owens defeated
Conservative Party candidate Doug
Hoffman in the race for New York’s
23rd Congressional District. Repub-
lican Party candidate, Dede
Scozzafava, dropped out of what was
a three-way race to endorse Mr.
Owens. It is the first time in 100
years that a Democrat has held the
seat.

Senator Allen Diagnosed
With Aggressive Cancer

Republican State Senator Diane
Allen has been diagnosed with an
aggressive form of cancer, accord-
ing to an Associated Press report.
The Senator, a former Philadelphia
news anchorwoman, has served in
the Legislature since 1996, repre-
senting Gloucester and Camden
counties. She ran an unsuccessful
GOP Primary bid for Unites States
Senate in 2002.

AG Milgram Will Not Stay On

In Chris Christie Administration
Governor-elect Chris Christie to-

day said New Jersey’s Attorney Gen-
eral Anne Milgram will not remain
in that posiion in his administra-
tion. He  said Ms. Milgram has said
she is not interested in staying. Her
spokeswoman  said the attorney gen-
eral has not spoken with Mr. Christie
or his transition team. She had re-
placed Stuart Rabner in 2007 when
he was appointed chief justice of
the New Jersey State Supreme
Court.

VISITING CAPITOL…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) meets with the Prieto family
of Westfield in his Capitol Hill office. During their visit to Capitol Hill, the Prietos
toured the U.S. Capitol Building. Pictured with Mr. Lance, center, from left to
right, are: Charlie, age 3, Tony, Hannah, age 10, Cooper, age 8, and Shari. Anyone
who would like to meet with Mr. Lance or who needs assistance regarding an issue
before the federal government, or would like a tour of the U.S. Capitol Building
should call Mr. Lance’s Westfield office at (908) 518-7733 for assistance.

Mazzarella Seeks Budget
Info. for Oversight Panel

RAHWAY — The Clark repre-
sentative on the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) is
seeking a delay in the adoption of
the 2010 RVSA budget until after a
municipal budget oversight com-
mittee can submit its recommen-
dations.

The mayors of Clark, Rahway
and Woodbridge held a joint press
conference last month in Clark seek-
ing the formation of the oversight
committee. The mayors of
Garwood, Scotch Plains and
Springfield also attended the press
conference.

“The press conference basically
sought the bipartisan support of the
11 municipal members of the au-
thority to send a representative from
each municipality to be part of an
oversight committee to review the
budget of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority,” Clark Commissioner
Frank Mazzarella said in a memo-
randum to RVSA commissioners.
“This will obviously be an oversight
committee to present in an advisory
capacity any suggestions that might
be acceptable to the authority prior
to adoption of the budget, in an at-
tempt to offer recommendations for
savings.”

Mr. Mazzarella also sent a memo-
randum to RVSA Treasurer Robert

Materna seeking specific budget in-
formation. That memo was copied to
the mayors of Clark, Woodbridge,
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Kenilworth,
Garwood, Springfield, Cranford,
Roselle Park and Mountainside, the
member towns of the RVSA.

Commissioner Mazzarella has
asked Mr. Materna for the names
and salaries for all employees for
2009 and 2010, both salaried and
hourly, copies of all union contracts,
the number of vacant positions in
the current budget, overtime figures
for employees for the past three
years, and a list of all separate con-
sultant contracts including engineer-
ing and legal.

Mr. Mazzarella is also seeking an
analysis of all utility costs for the past
three years including electricity, fuels
and water.

He also has asked Mr. Materna
whether or not the RVSA is losing
any employees by attrition and, if
so, how many and will the authority
need to replace them. Mr. Mazzarella
has requested a breakdown of fringe
benefits, health benefits, Social Se-
curity, unemployment, pension
(state or defined contribution or
401K for employees), as well as a
breakdown of residual disposal and
maintenance supplies for the past
three years.

SBA to Hold Conference
At SP Library on Loans

SCOTCH PLAINS — On
Wednesday, November 18, area
small business owners and entre-
preneurs will have an opportunity
to meet with representatives from
several of the United States Small
Business Administration’s top
New Jersey lenders to discuss the
availability of SBA-backed loans
for their businesses or new ven-
tures.

The free Meet the Lenders confer-
ence is scheduled to take place from
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Scotch Plains
Public Library located at 1927 Bartle

Avenue in Scotch Plains.The confer-
ence is sponsored by the U.S. Small
Business Administration, New Jer-
sey Small Business Development
Center at Kean University, Coun-
selors to America’s Small Busi-
ness (Score) and the Union County
Economic Development Corpora-
tion.

All participants are required to com-
plete a business plan executive sum-
mary and to bring 10 copies with
them. To obtain a copy of the form,
call (908) 737-4220 when registering
for the conference.

www.goleader.com

The Law Offices of

Francis M. Smith, esq.
The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case

PERSONAL INJURY = PERSONAL ATTENTION

Over 25 Years of
Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls • Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines • Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents • Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries • Serious Burns & Scars

Nursing Home Abuse

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800
No Fee If No Recovery •Call For A Free Consultation:


