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POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Tuesday, November 3, Efrain Castro,
21, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Wednesday, November 4, Albert
Mercado, 25, of Parlin was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, November 5, Leland Jones,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Thursday, November 5, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone calls
her house repeatedly and yells obsceni-
ties into the phone.

Thursday, November 5, a student at
the Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed
her cell phone, valued at approximately
$200, from her unlocked locker.

Thursday, November 5, Dajon
Semiday, 26, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with resisting arrest
after police responded to a fight in
progress. According to police, Semiday
refused multiple commands to stop and
ran through several yards before he was
apprehended. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, November 5, a resident of
Rahway Road reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and removed a
GPS valued at approximately $300.

Saturday, November 7, the manager
of a Route 22 convenience store reported
that a unidentified individual came into
the store and removed several soft drinks
without paying for them.

Saturday, November 7, Ewerie Wil-
son, 35, of Irvington was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing warrant. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, November 7, Joshua Belle,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing police with a false name
after a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Fanwood
Friday, November 6, a resident of Oak

Court reported that sometime between
Friday, November 6, after 10 p.m. and
Saturday, November 7, before 2 p.m.
someone entered the home and removed
a jar containing approximately $500 in
coins.

Saturday, November 7, a resident of
Helen Street reported that someone re-
moved a Schwinn bicycle, valued at $200,
from the front yard of the residence.

Saturday, November 7, a resident of
Third Street reported that sometime be-
tween Friday, November 6, after 3:30
p.m. and Saturday, November 7, before 9
p.m. someone attempted to break into
the residence by prying open a first-floor
window but was unsuccessful. Police
processed the scene and the incident is
under investigation, authorities reported.

Saturday, November 7, a Linden resi-
dent reported that sometime between
Sunday, November 1, after 5:30 a.m. and
Saturday, November 7, before 10 p.m.,
someone scratched her motor vehicle
while it was parked on the 200 block of
Hunter Avenue, causing severe damage.

Monday, November 9, a resident of
the 100 block of North Avenue reported
that someone used her identity to obtain
multiple prescriptions for drugs from
various doctors and then purchased the
drugs using the false identity. According
to authorities, police are following up
with several doctors who were involved
in the incident.

Westfield
Monday, November 2, a silver Bronco

bicycle belonging to a Westfield resident
was reported stolen from Franklin El-
ementary School on Prospect Street. It is
believed that the bicycle, valued at ap-
proximately $200, was taken from a bi-
cycle rack between October 30 and No-
vember 2.

Monday, November 2, a resident of
the 400 block of Colonial Avenue re-
ported an act of criminal mischief in
which someone scratched the right pas-
senger door of her automobile. The inci-
dent is believed to have occurred be-
tween October 30 and 31.

Tuesday, November 3, Pat Keville,
18, of Westfield, along with two juve-
niles, were arrested and charged with
possession of suspected marijuana dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Central and
North Avenues. Keville was issued a
summons and released. The juveniles
were turned over to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, November 4, a black,
threefold wallet, containing personal
identification and miscellaneous paper-
work, was turned in to Westfield police
headquarters after being found on the
500 block of Downer Street. At the time
of the report, attempts to contact the
possible owner were unsuccessful. The
wallet was placed in the Westfield Police
Department’s property locker.

Wednesday, November 4, after being
stopped on Central Avenue for a motor
vehicle violation, Juan Migliori, 38, of
Berkeley Heights was arrested on an
outstanding Clinton motor vehicle war-
rant in the amount of $400. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Friday, November 6, Carlton Gee, 51,
of Plainfield was arrested on two out-
standing warrants after a motor vehicle
stop in the area of South Avenue into
Scotch Plains. They included a warrant
from Plainfield, in the amount of $500,
and a no-bail warrant from Somerset
County. Gee was turned over to Somerset
County authorities.

Friday, November 6, a resident of the
300 block of St. Georges Place reported
that his motor vehicle was targeted for
criminal mischief. The damage consisted
of two large slashes on one of his tires,
caused by razor blades.

Friday, November 6, Martha Vendetti,
50, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Shrewsbury traffic warrant in the amount

of $114. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, November 6, Paul Miller, 55,
of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
pursuant to an accident investigation at
Mountain and North Euclid Avenues. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Saturday, November 7, Joseph
Dziedzic, 21, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Watchung traf-
fic warrant in the amount of $190 during
a motor vehicle stop at Boynton Avenue
and Connecticut Street. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, November 7, a male juve-
nile was arrested on the 100 block of
Mountain Avenue and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was turned over to a
parent, with a court date to be announced.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 3, Rashad S. Jack-

son, 28, of Roselle was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance. According to po-
lice, a subsequent investigation found
Jackson was a fugitive with no-bail war-
rants out of Union County and Roselle.
He was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Tuesday, November 3, a resident of
Old Tote Road reported that he believes
someone removed his garbage from his
can. According to police, the resident
stated that his waste company does not
usually pick up until 9:30 a.m., and he
observed the garbage was gone before
that time. The victim told police he shreds
all of his documents, so identity theft
was not an issue, authorities reported.

Wednesday, November 4, a resident
of Laurel Court reported that her elderly
mother, who suffers from Alzheimer’s
disease, was missing from her bed when
she went to check on her in the morning.
According to police, the front door was
partially open and the missing individual
was nowhere to be found. While police
were completing their report, the miss-
ing person was reported having been
found lying on a walking path in Summit
by someone walking their dog, authori-
ties said. She was transported to Over-
look Hospital in Summit for observa-
tion.

Wednesday, November 4, a resident
of Timber Line Drive reported the theft
of $15,000 from a safe in his residence.
According to police, the victim suspects
his live-in girlfriend has been taking the
money and depositing it into bank ac-
counts that she opened up in October
using his address. The victim had two
bank statements with his girlfriend’s
name on them which showed large de-
posits had recently been made, authori-
ties reported. The victim also told police
that his girlfriend had been out of work
and had no other form of income at this
time.

Wednesday, November 4, police re-
sponded to a report of a motor vehicle
striking an object on Route 22. Authori-
ties said the vehicle struck an unknown
object, which was now lodged under-
neath the carriage of the vehicle. When
the victim moved the vehicle to the shoul-
der of the roadway, a triangular Papa
John’s pizza sign used on top of delivery
vehicles became dislodged, causing dam-
age to the vehicle and the sign, authori-
ties said.

Thursday, November 5, a landscaper
working on Wychwood Road reported
that two juveniles removed a leaf blower,
valued at approximately $1,000, from in
front of the residence where he was work-
ing. According to police, the landscaper
observed the two juveniles take off with
the blower into a wooded area behind
Wychwood Road. The blower was later
recovered on Mountain Avenue near the
community pool, and two juveniles in
the area were identified and apprehended
minutes later on Woodland Avenue, po-
lice said. The juveniles admitted to tak-
ing the leaf blower but stated they thought
it was left on the curb as garbage by the
homeowner, authorities reported. The
landscaper was satisfied in having his
equipment returned and did not press
charges. The juveniles were picked up at
police headquarters by their parent, po-
lice said.

Friday, November 6, police responded
to a report of juveniles trespassing on the
roof of Beechwood School. According
to police, three juveniles were asked to
come down from the roof and provide an
explanation as to why they were up there.
The juveniles stated they were just hang-
ing out on the roof and had caused no
damage, police said. The juveniles were
asked to leave the area and complied
without incident.

Sunday, November 8, Freddie M.
Hamilton, Jr., 20, of Union was arrested
for driving with a suspended license fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for careless
driving.

Sunday, November 8, Jonathon M.
Shuta, 22, of Clark was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop for careless
driving and charged with DWI. Accord-
ing to police, a marked patrol unit spot-
ted the suspect’s vehicle aggressively
weaving in and out of traffic on Route
22. While attempting to catch up to the
vehicle, the pursuing officer reached
speeds of approximately 105 mph before
the suspect pulled his vehicle off the road
onto the shoulder and came to a stop,
authorities reported. When the arresting
officer approached the vehicle, he im-
mediately smelled the odor of alcohol
and asked Shuta to step out of the vehicle
and perform multiple sobriety tests,
which Shuta failed, authorities reported.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and re-
leased to a sober adult.

Monday, November 9, Galen F.
Kildow, 19, of Scotch Plains and Anto-
nio M. Albano, 19, of Cranford were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
and charged with underage possession
of alcohol. According to police, Kildow
was pulled over for making an improper
turn, at which time the officer noticed a
30 pack of beer in the vehicle, and both
occupants were arrested.
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coming last.
In other business, the board unani-

mously approved a side-yard setback
variance for Patrick and Lisa Manfra
of 2390 Longfellow Avenue. The
Manfras are constructing an addition
to their home, and the proposed side-
yard setback of slightly more than
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Zoning Bd.

tion center. Union County will rent
its detention center beds at $200 per
day per bed to the two counties.

In other business, the board con-
sidered a resolution to amend a previ-
ous contract with The Louis Berger
Group, Inc. of Morristown for engi-
neering construction services for the
Central Avenue Corridor Project in
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County Detention Center

isfy state statute.”
During the public comments portion

of the meeting, Fanwood Republican
Committee Chairman Joe Britt spoke
about last week’s election, in which
Republican challengers Mike Szuch
and Robert Manduca defeated incum-
bents Donna Dolce and David Valian.

Mr. Britt said Democrats “went on
the attack” during their campaign and
suggested that the party “make an
apology…to heal the community and
move forward.”

those levels for the full 12-month
period.

At the township council’s meeting
on Tuesday, Councilman Dominick
Bratti was formally sworn in to fill
out the remainder of the unexpired
term that runs through the end of
2010. Mr. Bratti, a Republican, won
last week’s special election to fill out
the term, defeating Democrat Theresa
Mullen by a 54 percent to 46 percent
margin. He had been appointed to the
seat in January after it was vacated by
Mayor Nancy Malool when she as-
cended to the mayor’s seat. Mr. Bratti
said on Tuesday that it was “truly an
honor and truly a humbling experi-
ence” to serve on the council and,
noting that he was filling the mayor’s
council seat, said it was “important
shoes to fill.”

Mayor Malool reported on
Sunday’s H1N1 flu clinic at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, say-
ing that some 2,200 vaccines were
administered and that there are
“plenty more” available to be given
at another clinic, tentatively set for
Monday, November 23. She said the
lines at Sunday’s clinic were “really
long,” but that the process itself was
“extremely orderly.” The mayor
thanked health officer Rick Proctor,
members of the police department
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Fanwood Borough Council
“Negative campaigns have harmed

Fanwood’s community spirit,” said
Mr. Britt.

Mayor Mahr responded that “the
knife cuts both ways” and said the
Republicans are “not immune from
having negative campaigns” in
Fanwood in previous years.

Acknowledging that “campaigns
are a very difficult thing,” the mayor
said, “I look forward to seeing two
new councilmen here in January and
we move forward in a positive way.”

three feet conflicts with the mini-
mum eight feet required.

Mr. Abeel, supporting the applica-
tion, noted that similar additions have
been done to other homes in the neigh-
borhood, which he saw as an en-
hancement. Several board members
noted that the Manfras’ addition
would convert the existing one-car
garage into a two-car garage, which
the township ordinance calls for.

The next meeting is December 3.

TAXING ENCOUNTER...A man put his car in drive instead of park when
entering a parking space last Friday at 3:30 p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, causing the car to lunge forward into the building. The man sustained
minor injuries. No damage was done to the building. The man had just paid his
taxes when the accident occurred.

and rescue squad, as well as the board
of education and the volunteers who
assisted throughout the day.

The council approved an ordinance
formally appropriating $182,000 from
the state Department of Transporta-
tion to be used for a repaving project
on a section of Jerusalem Road.

Councilwoman Mary DePaola
noted that the annual Mayor’s Gala
would be held on Friday, December
4, at the Shackamaxon Country Club.
Tickets are $75 per person for the
event, which will honor Thomas
Russo and Mary Ball Cappio as male
and female volunteers of the year
and the Italian-American Club as the
volunteer organization of the year.
Tickets are available from the recre-
ation department by calling (908)
322-6700.

Mayor Malool issued two procla-
mations, one designating November
as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness
Month and the other designating the
week of November 16-20 as Ameri-
can Education Week.

The council will not meet next week
since council members and other town-
ship officials will be attending the an-
nual New Jersey League of Munici-
palities Convention in Atlantic City.

The next regular meeting will be on
Tuesday, November 24.

Westfield and Clark, thus increasing
the contract awarded in 2007 by
$119,856 for a new total of $247,224.
The previous Berger contract was for
traffic-signal upgrades, new traffic-
signal equipment, countdown pedes-
trian signal indications, signs, strip-
ing and handicapped-accessible con-
crete curb ramps with warning de-
vices along the roadway.

The freeholders approved a $1.2-
million contract last month to make
improvements to eight intersections
along Central Avenue in Clark and
Westfield.

The board will act on the resolution
at tonight’s meeting, as well as a reso-
lution to amend a 2004 contract with
Keller and Kirkpatrick of Parsippany
by an additional $23,700 for engi-
neering services for improvements to
seven intersections along the Terrill
Road corridor in Scotch Plains. The
total contract is now $230,100.

At the start of the meeting, County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi requested ap-
proval of three resolutions, totaling
$10,300, for printing and mailing of
ballots for a December 8 special school
board election in Cranford. Ms.
Rajoppi said the school board would
reimburse the county.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
asked whether Cranford ever consid-
ered combining the special election
with the General Election to save
money.

Ms. Rajoppi said the state Legisla-
ture had been set to consider legisla-
tion to move the April school board
candidate elections throughout the state
to the November General Election date.

“The budget portion would not ob-
viously go to the General Election.
That would have to be acted upon as
a municipal election among that body.
It would not be voted upon (by vot-
ers),” Ms. Rajoppi said.

She said, although moving the elec-
tions would save money, there is a
concern as to whether the ballots would
be large enough to contain state, mu-
nicipal and school board questions as
well as the candidates. Ms. Rajoppi
said the legislation has been held up
and “it may not happen this year.”

Sr. Corps/RSVP
Needs Volunteers

AREA — Sr. Corps/RSVP of Union
County is looking for volunteers who
are 55 and older. Volunteers are needed
at Newark Liberty International Air-
port working at Travelers Aid. Volun-
teers would work with others giving
information and aid to international
travelers. It is an exciting environ-
ment and a lot of fun according to the
other seniors who volunteer there.

There is special parking provided
for volunteers, as well as a small
mileage reimbursement. Training is
provided and a volunteer will never
work alone. To sign up, call Debra at
(908) 354-3040, extension no. 369.
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