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AND THE WINNER IS...Frank Chupko,  scholarship chairman with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 10122, presents a check to this
year’s scholarship winner, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduate Mat-
thew McQuoid. This is the seventh year that the VFW post has given the
scholarship. Matthew is presently a freshman at The College of New Jersey.

HOW SWEET IT IS....Governor-elect Chris Christie, right, poses with his wife,
Mary Pat Christie, and his former law partner, William Palatucci of Westfield, after
he took the stage on Election Night to greet supporters following his victory over
Governor Jon Corzine.

Courtesy of William Sanders
THANK YOU, VETS...North Middle School in Colorado Springs, Colo., salutes
American military veterans during a November 9 ceremony. All branches of the
military were represented at this event, and the entire school was involved, as well
as General George Washington, whose portrait was presented by William Sand-
ers of Mountainside to the school after the tribute to veterans.

Welcome Back Troop Parade
Set for Saturday in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The “Back From
Iraq American Pride Parade and Car-
nival” will be held this Saturday,
November 14. The parade will start at
noon in Westfield. A celebration car-
nival will follow at Army National
Guard Armory, from 1 to 4 p.m.

The parade route will start from the
Westfield Memorial Pool parking lot,
cross West Broad Street to Marion
Avenue, make the first left onto First
Street, turn right onto Rahway Av-
enue and end at the Armory, located
at 500 Rahway Avenue.

Organizers encourage citizens to
line the streets of the parade route,
fly their American Flags, wave home-

made signs and cheer “welcome
back” from Iraq to the troops.

The Family Readiness Group of
the 102nd Cavalry has organized the
event to salute soldiers and their
families for their service. Many lo-
cal businesses are donating to the
afternoon carnival.

The public is invited to the carni-
val. Food, beverages, games and en-
tertainment will be provided. Tick-
ets are $10; $5 for students and se-
niors. Children under 5 may attend
for free.

For more information, call Nancy
at (732) 991-1241 or e-mail
102.cav.frg@gmail.com.
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Garwood Water Tower Set
To Be Torn Down Today

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The Borough Coun-
cil held public hearings and passed
three ordinances at Tuesday night’s
regular meeting.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy an-
nounced that on Thursday morning
(today), the water tower on North
Avenue will be torn down, weather
permitting. The demolition will re-
quire that North Avenue be closed for
a period of time, but he said that the
work should be done by 1 p.m.

The first ordinance passed autho-
rized the sale of an odd-sized piece of
land on Spruce Avenue. The land is
being sold to Helder Castro for $8,000
to merge with his adjacent property.

The second ordinance amends an
ordinance to require chainlink fences
at construction sites. The new ordi-
nance requires a six-foot-high
chainlink fence to be installed and
maintained during the demolition of
any home within the borough.

The third and final ordinance es-
tablishes the duties and responsi-
bilities for the zoning official and
the zoning enforcement officer. Po-
lice Chief William Legg was re-
cently appointed as the zoning en-
forcement officer and resident Vic-
tor Vinegra was appointed as the

zoning official, following the resig-
nation of Ed Dec.

Resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned the amount of money the bor-
ough would now be spending, given
that both jobs were previously per-
formed by a single person. Council-
woman Kathleen Villaggio stated that
the borough is actually spending “less
than what one person was making.”

Mayor McCarthy made three ap-
pointments to fill vacancies on the
recreation committee. Richard Bree
and Joseph Zuccarelli were appointed
to fill unexpired terms ending in 2012
and 2011, respectively, and Mike
Woitkowski was appointed as an al-
ternate II member for a five-year term.

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, Myrtle Avenue
resident Ann Leonard voiced her opin-
ion that “leaves should be bagged.”
She said that she has seen residents
putting their leaves in the street after
the cleanup had occurred, which is
against borough regulations. She also
said that she has seen landscapers
“dumping” leaves in the street and
mixing grass in.

The mayor also issued congratula-
tions to Councilman-elect Tim Hak,
who was in the audience, on his win-
ning election to the borough council
last week.

County Youth Detention Center
Plans for Sussex, Essex Prisoners

Zoning Board OKs New
Message Sign for SPFHS

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After three
hearings, the zoning board of adjust-
ment last week gave approval to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s application to install a
new lighted sign outside Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Westfield Road.

The four-foot by eight-foot lighted
sign, with a 16-inch by 88-inch pro-
grammable LED message display, will
replace an existing sign that requires
the messages to be changed by hand,
using actual lettering. The new sign is
programmable by computer and will
allow emergency information such as
school closings, as well as athletic or
school events, to be posted from inside
the school building. The sign will be
operable from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

At the initial hearing in September,
board members had expressed con-
cerns about safety issues — particu-
larly regarding drivers trying to read
the sign as they drove past the school.
The board asked for input from a
traffic safety officer or the county
engineer, as well as a planner or an
engineer. At last month’s hearing,
Assistant Principal for Athletics Rob
Harmer opted to put off a final vote on
the application because there were
only five board members present that
evening who were eligible to vote on
the application. State statute requires
at least five affirmative votes to ap-
prove a use variance, meaning the
sign application would have needed
all five members present last month
to vote to approve.

At last Thursday’s meeting, seven
board members were present and eli-
gible to vote, thus enhancing the
chances of gaining the five affirma-
tive votes needed for approval. The
final vote to approve the application
was 6-1, with Chris Abeel voting no.

At last week’s hearing, a report
submitted by Joseph Staigar Engi-
neering LLC stated that the new sign’s
LED display — which will not be a
“crawling”-type display — is read-
able from 450 feet away.

Board Chairman Jim Fawcett, not-
ing the board’s safety concerns, said
that in the morning when school opens
and in the afternoon at dismissal,
traffic on Westfield Road moves
slowly in the vicinity of the high
school, making the existing sign easy
to read. Board member Rich Duthie
said the 12.2-second perceptive reac-
tion time cited in the engineer’s re-
port satisfied his concerns.

Mr. Abeel offered alternative means
of communication such as e-mail,
adding that 11 schools, the YMCA,
the JCC, two community swim clubs,
19 houses of worship and some three
dozen other organizations could also
apply to the zoning board for a simi-
lar use variance for signs.

SPFHS Assistant Vice-Principal Ed
Braun told the board there would be a
certain prioritization of messages to
be put on the new sign, with messages
from the superintendent of schools
getting top priority, followed by high
school-related messages and club-
oriented messages, with personal-type
messages such as birthday greetings
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
are expected to vote tonight to enter
into agreements with Sussex and
Essex Counties to house some of their
youth prisoners at Union County’s
Youth Detention Center in Linden.
Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said the county’s center would
be used as a backup facility for the
two counties, which are closing their
detention centers to save money.

Union County opened the new 76-
bed facility in 2008. The county also

contracted to lease 15 of those beds to
the Division of Unaccompanied
Children’s Services (DUCS) of the
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. The board will vote
tonight to expand the number of beds
to 20, although the DUCS program
will only pay when they use the addi-
tional beds. The federal government
pays the county for 15 beds whether
or not they are occupied, Mr. Guzzo
said. Union County has only been
using 30 of its beds for its own youth
offenders.

As of January, Hunterdon, Morris,
Sussex and Warren County will share
a 42-bed facility being constructed in
Morris Plains, Morris County. Passaic
County is sending 60 of its detainees
to Essex County at a cost of $4 mil-
lion, according to a Star-Ledger re-
port.

“It is a pay-as-you-go contract. If
they need it they will pay us,” Mr.
Guzzo told the freeholders.

He said the state’s Juvenile Justice
Commission requires Sussex and
Passaic Counties to have backup plans

in the event the Morris and Essex
facilities become overcrowded.

“We are happy to accommodate
them. We have the room, we have the
program and as a result of that we
would be happy to help them out,” he
said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada re-
sponded that it was “very nice that
they are closing their facilities, but
they should also make a contribution
to Union County up front.”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the county paid “millions of dol-
lars” to build its new facility.

“Maybe we should look into nego-
tiating that contract down the road,”
Mr. Mirabella said.

Mr. Guzzo said Sussex and Passaic
Counties contracts with Morris and
Essex Counties, respectively, are
“guaranteed contracts” requiring pay-
ment regardless of whether they use
the beds or not.

He said Sussex and Essex would
provide the transportation for youths
coming to the Union County deten-

Fanwood Approves Grants;
Council Restricts Dog Roaming

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their regular monthly meeting Tues-
day night, approved resolutions au-
thorizing matching funds required to
accept Union County grant awards.
The total of the local and county
expenditure is $88,000 – about
$38,000 for the Recreation Commis-
sion and $50,000 for the Historic
Preservation Commission.

Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
explained that the $38,000 would be
used for $28,400 in equipment for

youth sports organizations and about
$9,800 (fully funded by the county)
would support scholarships to bor-
ough and county summer camps plus
other recreation programs.

Mr. Budiansky said regarding the
recreation portion of the money, that
sports groups including the Fanwood
Youth Organization and the lacrosse
league will provide about $11,000 —
all but about $3,400 of the 50 percent
matching funds required.

“This is the first time we’re going
down this path,” said Mayor Mahr,
pointing to the scholarship grant
money. “This is now an opportunity

for us to really put a smile on some of
our kids’ faces.”

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion plans to use the $50,000 (50
percent by county and 50 percent by
the Borough) for improvements to
the Community House at Fanwood’s
train station.

The Community House is home to
the Fanwood Museum, TV-35 and
special events.

Mayor Mahr said the landmark is
“really a crown jewel for the Borough
of Fanwood, but because it’s so old, it
really needs some help.”

John Celardo of the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission said grant-
funded work would include water-
proofing the basement, masonry work
and structural improvements “to re-
pair our grand old lady.”

In other business, the governing
body approved on second reading an
ordinance prohibiting people from
letting their pet dogs run “at large.”

Patrick Ryan of Scotch Plains spoke
during the public hearing on the mea-
sure as the owner of a business that
uses Border Collies to control the
population of geese in the area.

“In order to do my job, I need to let
my dogs off the leash,” said Mr. Ryan,
asking if an exception could be made
for police, rescue or other special-use
dogs.

“I didn’t want there to be any re-
striction of trade,” he added.

Councilman Anthony Parenti re-
sponded, “state law supersedes bor-
ough law…to allow dogs for that
purpose.”

The council also approved a reso-
lution adopting an updated official
“Government Records Request
Form.”

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
that the Government Records Coun-
cil told Fanwood that it needed to
update its form used when people
request public documents under the
Open Public Records Act – “to sat-
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SP Meets With Property
Owners on Sewer Payments

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials held their final series of meet-
ings with non-residential property
owners last week to review and, if
necessary, modify sewer utility bills
in advance of the November 20 due
date for payment.

For the past several weeks, Mu-
nicipal Manager Chris Marion and
others have been meeting with com-
mercial property owners concerned
about the size of the sewer bills they
received in early September. While
sewerage fees are being levied on a
flat rate basis for residences, condo-
miniums and townhomes, all non-
residential properties will pay a $250
flat fee for up to 27,500 gallons of
water usage and then one cent for
every gallon used beyond that level.
This has resulted in some businesses

being charged upwards of several
thousand dollars, even though, in
some instances, all the water leaving
their property is not necessarily go-
ing into the sewer system for treat-
ment, but instead is flowing into
nearby storm sewers that collect rain-
water.

In response to the protests, the town-
ship in September extended the pay-
ment deadline from October 1 to
November 20, with the interest-free
grace period being extended to No-
vember 30. After that date, those who
have not paid will incur interest
charges backdated to October 1 of 8
percent on the first $1,500 that is
owed and 18 percent on any amount
beyond that level. Starting next year,
bills will be calculated using water
usage data for the September-through-
December period and then prorating
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HONOR SACRIFICE…Scotch Plains and Fanwood veterans gather on the 11th day and 11th hour of November 11 to honor
the sacrifices of living and deceased American veterans. The ceremony was held at the Veterans Monument, located at Park
Avenue and Front Street in Scotch Plains, and was conducted by American Legion Post 209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10122. The flag was flown at half-mast in honor of the soldiers killed at Fort Hood last week.


