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POLICE BLOTTER

Correction
A headline on a story published on

page 10 of the November 5 edition of
The Westfield Leader incorrectly re-
ported the former Bombay store as
being located on Elm Street. The store,
which will now house The Turning
Point Restaurant, is located on Cen-
tral Avenue.

TAXING ENCOUNTER...A man put his car in drive instead of park when
entering a parking space last Thursday around 3:30 p.m. at the Westfield
Municipal Building, causing the car to lunge forward into the building. The man
sustained minor injuries, and no damage was done to the building. The man was
going inside to pay his taxes when the accident occurred.

Westfield
Monday, November 2, a silver Bronco

bicycle belonging to a Westfield resident
was reported stolen from Franklin El-
ementary School on Prospect Street. It is
believed that the bicycle, valued at ap-
proximately $200, was taken from a bi-
cycle rack between October 30 and No-
vember 2.

Monday, November 2, a resident of the
400 block of Colonial Avenue reported
an act of criminal mischief in which some-
one scratched the right passenger door of
her automobile. The incident is believed
to have occurred between October 30 and
31.

Tuesday, November 3, Pat Keville, 18,
of Westfield, along with two juveniles,
were arrested and charged with posses-
sion of suspected marijuana during a motor
vehicle stop at Central and North Av-
enues. Keville was issued a summons and
released. The juveniles were turned over
to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, November 4, a black,
threefold wallet, containing personal iden-
tification and miscellaneous paperwork,
was turned in to Westfield police head-
quarters after being found on the 500
block of Downer Street. At the time of the
report, attempts to contact the possible
owner were unsuccessful. The wallet was
placed in the Westfield Police
Department’s property locker.

Wednesday, November 4, after being
stopped on Central Avenue for a motor
vehicle violation, Juan Migliori, 38, of
Berkeley Heights was arrested on an out-
standing Clinton motor vehicle warrant
in the amount of $400. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, November 6, Carlton Gee, 51,
of Plainfield was arrested on two out-
standing warrants after a motor vehicle
stop in the area of South Avenue into
Scotch Plains. They included a warrant
from Plainfield, in the amount of $500,
and a no-bail warrant from Somerset
County. Gee was turned over to Somerset
County authorities.

Friday, November 6, a resident of the
300 block of St. Georges Place reported
that his motor vehicle was targeted for
criminal mischief. The damage consisted
of two large slashes on one of his tires,
caused by razor blades.

Friday, November 6, Martha Vendetti,
50, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Shrewsbury traffic warrant in the amount
of $114. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, November 6, Paul Miller, 55,
of Mountainside was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated pursuant
to an accident investigation at Mountain
and North Euclid Avenues. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released to a responsible
adult.

Saturday, November 7, Joseph
Dziedzic, 21, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Watchung traf-
fic warrant in the amount of $190 during
a motor vehicle stop at Boynton Avenue
and Connecticut Street. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, November 7, a male juvenile
was arrested on the 100 block of Moun-
tain Avenue and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. He was turned over to a parent, with a
court date to be announced.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, November 3, Efrain Castro,

21, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Wednesday, November 4, Albert
Mercado, 25, of Parlin was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Thursday, November 5, Leland Jones,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Thursday, November 5, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone calls
her house repeatedly and yells obsceni-
ties into the phone.

Thursday, November 5, a student at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed
her cell phone, valued at approximately
$200, from her unlocked locker.

Thursday, November 5, Dajon
Semiday, 26, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with resisting arrest
after police responded to a fight in
progress. According to police, Semiday
refused multiple commands to stop and
ran through several yards before he was
apprehended. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Thursday, November 5, a resident of
Rahway Road reported that someone en-
tered his motor vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway and removed a GPS val-
ued at approximately $300.

Saturday, November 7, the manager of
a Route 22 convenience store reported
that a unidentified individual came into
the store and removed several soft drinks
without paying for them.

Saturday, November 7, Ewerie Wil-
son, 35, of Irvington was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on an outstand-
ing warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Saturday, November 7, Joshua Belle,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing police with a false name
after a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 3, Rashad S. Jack-

son, 28, of Roselle was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance. According to police, a
subsequent investigation found Jackson
was a fugitive with no-bail warrants out
of Union County and Roselle. He was
processed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

Tuesday, November 3, a resident of
Old Tote Road reported that he believes
someone removed his garbage from his
can. According to police, the resident
stated that his waste company does not
usually pick up until 9:30 a.m., and he

observed the garbage was gone before
that time. The victim told police he shreds
all of his documents, so identity theft was
not an issue, authorities reported.

Wednesday, November 4, a resident of
Laurel Court reported that her elderly
mother, who suffers from Alzheimer’s
disease, was missing from her bed when
she went to check on her in the morning.
According to police, the front door was
partially open and the missing individual
was nowhere to be found. While police
were completing their report, the missing
person was reported having been found
lying on a walking path in Summit by
someone walking their dog, authorities
said. She was transported to Overlook
Hospital in Summit for observation.

Wednesday, November 4, a resident of
Timber Line Drive reported the theft of
$15,000 from a safe in his residence.
According to police, the victim suspects
his live-in girlfriend has been taking the
money and depositing it into bank ac-
counts that she opened up in October
using his address. The victim had two
bank statements with his girlfriend’s name
on them which showed large deposits had
recently been made, authorities reported.
The victim also told police that his girl-
friend had been out of work and had no
other form of income at this time.

Wednesday, November 4, police re-
sponded to a report of a motor vehicle
striking an object on Route 22. Authori-
ties said the vehicle struck an unknown
object, which was now lodged under-
neath the carriage of the vehicle. When
the victim moved the vehicle to the shoul-
der of the roadway, a triangular Papa
John’s pizza sign used on top of delivery
vehicles became dislodged, causing dam-
age to the vehicle and the sign, authorities
said.

Thursday, November 5, a landscaper
working on Wychwood Road reported
that two juveniles removed a leaf blower,
valued at approximately $1,000, from in
front of the residence where he was work-
ing. According to police, the landscaper
observed the two juveniles take off with
the blower into a wooded area behind
Wychwood Road. The blower was later
recovered on Mountain Avenue near the
community pool, and two juveniles in the
area were identified and apprehended
minutes later on Woodland Avenue, po-
lice said.

 The juveniles admitted to taking the
leaf blower but stated they thought it
was left on the curb as garbage by the
homeowner, authorities reported. The
landscaper was satisfied in having his
equipment returned and did not press
charges. The juveniles were picked up
at police headquarters by their parent,
police said.

Friday, November 6, police responded
to a report of juveniles trespassing on the
roof of Beechwood School. According to
police, three juveniles were asked to come
down from the roof and provide an expla-
nation as to why they were up there. The
juveniles stated they were just hanging
out on the roof and had caused no dam-
age, police said. The juveniles were asked
to leave the area and complied without
incident.

Sunday, November 8, Freddie M.
Hamilton, Jr., 20, of Union was arrested
for driving with a suspended license fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for careless
driving.

Sunday, November 8, Jonathon M.
Shuta, 22, of Clark was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop for careless driv-
ing and charged with DWI. According to
police, a marked patrol unit spotted the
suspect’s vehicle aggressively weaving
in and out of traffic on Route 22. While
attempting to catch up to the vehicle, the
pursuing officer reached speeds of ap-
proximately 105 mph before the suspect
pulled his vehicle off the road onto the
shoulder and came to a stop, authorities
reported.

When the arresting officer ap-
proached the vehicle, he immediately
smelled the odor of alcohol and asked
Shuta to step out of the vehicle and
perform multiple sobriety tests, which
Shuta failed, authorities reported. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released to
a sober adult.

Monday, November 9, Galen F.
Kildow, 19, of Scotch Plains and Antonio
M. Albano, 19, of Cranford were arrested
following a motor vehicle stop and
charged with underage possession of al-
cohol. According to police, Kildow was
pulled over for making an improper turn,
at which time the officer noticed a 30
pack of beer in the vehicle, and both
occupants were arrested.

Fanwood
Friday, November 6, a resident of Oak

Court reported that sometime between
Friday, November 6, after 10 p.m. and
Saturday, November 7, before 2 p.m.
someone entered the home and removed
a jar containing approximately $500 in
coins.

Saturday, November 7, a resident of
Helen Street reported that someone re-
moved a Schwinn bicycle, valued at $200,
from the front yard of the residence.

Saturday, November 7, a resident of
Third Street reported that sometime be-
tween Friday, November 6, after 3:30
p.m. and Saturday, November 7, before 9
p.m. someone attempted to break into the
residence by prying open a first-floor
window but was unsuccessful. Police pro-
cessed the scene and the incident is under
investigation, authorities reported.

Saturday, November 7, a Linden resi-
dent reported that sometime between
Sunday, November 1, after 5:30 a.m. and
Saturday, November 7, before 10 p.m.,
someone scratched her motor vehicle
while it was parked on the 200 block of
Hunter Avenue, causing severe damage.

Monday, November 9, a resident of the
100 block of North Avenue reported that
someone used her identity to obtain mul-
tiple prescriptions for drugs from various
doctors and then purchased the drugs
using the false identity. According to
authorities, police are following up with
several doctors who were involved in the
incident.

Terrill Road corridor in Scotch Plains.
The total contract is now $230,100.

At the start of the meeting, County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi requested ap-
proval of three resolutions, totaling
$10,300, for printing and mailing of
ballots for a December 8 special
school board election in Cranford.
Ms. Rajoppi said the school board
would reimburse the county.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
asked whether Cranford ever consid-
ered combining the special election
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County Youth Detention Ctr.

We’re the #1 reason 
New Jersey sleeps well.

The state’s largest sleep center.
The renowned sleep disorder centers, at Morristown Memorial 
Hospital and Overlook Hospital, are nationally accredited. 
Our centers of excellence are staffed by experienced, board-
certified sleep physicians, and two of our co-medical directors 
were named Top Doctors by New Jersey Monthly magazine. 
Our specially trained sleep technologists use the latest, 
state-of-the-art diagnostic sleep studies to identify the cause 
and type of your sleep disorder. We then customize the most 
appropriate, most effective treatment and follow up plan. Our 
sleep centers are part of our pulmonary center of excellence, 
a leader in every aspect of pulmonary medicine. If you’re 
looking for a good night’s sleep, you’ll find it right here. 

To schedule an appointment at Morristown Memorial Hospital, call 866-391-0287 or
Overlook Hospital, call 866-588-6809.  For more information visit atlantichealth.org.

a personalized student-learning plan
for students in grades 6 through 12,
with the goal of focusing students on
their “career path” and high school,
said Ms. O’Neal.

She also said an 11th-grade Lan-
guage Arts test is in the works, “but
no one knows what it looks like yet.”

These course requirements are be-
ing phased in through 2013. In May,
ninth graders are obligated to take the
end-of-course exam for Algebra 1,
but they will not be asked to pass it
this year to graduate. By next school
year, incoming ninth graders will need
to meet the chemistry, geometry and
financial literacy requirement, includ-
ing passing the mathematics and sci-
ence end-of-course exams.

In 2012-2013, ninth-grade students
will need to pass the third-year math-
ematics and science courses with the
end-of-course exams.

Ms. O’Neal said of the 447 current
ninth graders in the district, 10 per-
cent take Algebra 1, with the mass
majority taking geometry. Also, eight
graders who complete Algebra 1 do
not need to take it again in ninth
grade.

With those with learning disabili-
ties in mind, given that the end-of-
course exam is national and not tai-
lored to the class, the district would
have to consider how to teach those
students effectively while still teach-
ing the students the content that would
be asked in the national exam.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan said not everyone is going
to grasp all of the contents of Algebra
1, and she said she hopes the state
“grapples” with that.

Ms. O’Neal said the end-of-course
exam would cost the state more money
than HSPA, which she said “costs a
lot.”

She said the current tenth to twelfth
graders are not affected by the High
School Redesign.

Ms. O’Neal also presented the
HSPA for grade 11 in language arts
and mathematics, the New Jersey
Assessment of Skills and Knowledge
(NJASK) test results for grades 3
through 8, as well as the end-of-course
exam in biology at WHS.

In the HSPA language arts, the dis-
trict performed at 69 percent profi-
cient, with the state average at 70.2
percent, 26.4 advanced proficient,
above the state average of 13.4, and
4.6 percent partially proficient, com-
ing in significantly below the state’s
16.4 percent.

In the HSPA mathematics, the dis-
trict saw 54 percent at advanced pro-
ficient to the state’s 23, 37.5 profi-
cient and 8.5 partially proficient.

For the end-of-course biology, the
district raw score mean was 37.6,
above the state’s 30.7.

In the NJASK results, Westfield
was above the state’s percentage
across the grade levels. Westfield’s
scores are as follows:

Police Charge Teens
In Town Burglaries

WESTFIELD – Captain David
Wayman of the Westfield Police De-
partment has announced that the
department’s Detective Bureau has
concluded a month-long investiga-
tion that has resulted in the arrest of
two 18-year-old Westfield residents
for burglaries to residences.

As a result of a joint investigation
with the Springfield Police Depart-
ment, the Detective Bureau on No-
vember 4 arrested and charged
Kristin Modoski with two counts of
burglary, two counts of theft and
one count of criminal mischief in
connection with two residential bur-
glaries that occurred during the
month of October in the 400 block
and 700 block of First Street in
Westfield.

Additionally, Samantha Mathis-
Smith was arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and criminal mis-
chief in connection with the bur-
glary that occurred in the 700 block
of First Street.

Captain Wayman stated that the
Detective Bureau is actively inves-
tigating and pursuing all leads in
residential burglaries that have not
been solved to date.
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Westfield Board of Education

lice Chief John Parizeau and Detec-
tive Sergeant John Rowe have made
recommendations for parking and
crossing issues in front of Kehler
Stadium. Problems have occurred
with buses and cars parking or pick-
ing up students in the crosswalk area,
which is also near the ingress and
egress of the Edison Intermediate
School parking lot.

Signage in the area will be im-
proved, and a new pickup/drop-off
area will be created closer to Wash-
ington Avenue. The lighted pedes-
trian crossing sign, which is currently
not working, will be repaired and
changed to be manually activated,
rather than by a ground sensor.

In other business, a resolution will
be on the council’s next public agenda
approving a $16,000 change order
for punch-list items for the Memorial
Pool project. Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told that council that despite
this additional expense the project is
“still under budget.”

Also in attendance at the meeting
was Springfield Councilman Ziad
Andrew Shehady. He was there to
observe the way that the Westfield
council runs its meetings, as he will
be serving as the new mayor of Spring-
field beginning in January under a
new 3-2 Republican majority.

At the close of the meeting, the
council moved into closed session to
discuss litigation regarding Sunnyside
Senior Housing.
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Crosswalk

NJASK language arts: grade 8 was
75.8 proficient; grade 7 was 58.6 pro-
ficient; grade 6 was 72.6 proficient;
grade 5 was 68.2 proficient; grade 4
was 71.3 proficient, and grade 3 was
71.5 proficient.

NJASK mathematics: grade 8 was
51.4 percent advanced proficient ver-
sus the state’s 29.5, with 35.8 profi-
cient and 12.8 partially proficient;
grade 7 was 44.5 proficient, 40.1 ad-
vanced proficient and 15.4 partially
proficient; grade 6 showed 48.1 were
advanced proficient versus the state’s
25.3, 42.5 proficient and 9.4 partially
proficient; grade 5 had the most stu-
dents scoring advanced proficient
with 71.3 percent versus the state’s
32.1; grade 4 was at 52.9 advanced
proficient, and grade 3 was 52.7 ad-
vanced proficient versus the state’s
31.9.

NJASK science: results were shown
for grades 8 and 4. Grade 8 scored
48.5 proficient and 47.3 advanced
proficient, with state results at 53.8
and 30.4, respectively. In districts with
like demographics, Westfield was
about a point below the 48.6 percent
scoring advanced proficient.
Westfield did score higher than like
districts in students scoring above
state standards at 95.8 percent, against
the like district’s 94.7.

Grade 4 scored 61.9 advanced pro-
ficient and 37.4 proficient in science,
versus the state’s 47 and 44, respec-
tively, and the like district’s 63.5 in
advanced proficient. Westfield had
more students scoring above the state
standards than like districts at 99.3
versus 97.4 percent.

“Intermediate schools are doing
well,” said Ms. O’Neal.

Board member David Finn asked
her if the teachers “teach to the test.”

Ms. O’Neal responded, “We don’t
teach to the test. It’s very hard to do
that.” She did say they use “some of
the rubrics for writing because it
makes sense.”

In other business, Mr. Solomon said
a draft policy was written for the
Boosters advertising banner proposal
for sponsorship banners to be placed
at school fields, and suggested the
Boosters begin before the board votes
on the policy. “They want to do this
for spring baseball,” he said. Local
businesses have shown interest in
advertising, he said.

Board member Ann Cary said the
Long Range Planning Committee has
selected 53 community members and
staff to sit on the committee to study
goals for the district. Meetings are
scheduled for February 27 and March
20.

She also noted that the deadline for
the randomly selected parents and resi-
dents to fill out the survey that estab-
lishes priorities for education has been
extended to this Friday. On December
15, the last board meeting of 2009, she
will present the results to the board.

Board member Gary McCready
presented a draft of the 2010-2011
school district calendar. The board
has not yet heard it for first reading,
as it asked the community to e-mail
the board or the superintendent their
comments. The calendar is posted on
the district website,
westfieldnjk12.org. Board members
brought up that there was not a day
allotted for sixth- and ninth-grade
orientation, usually held the day be-
fore school starts. Board Vice-Presi-
dent Julia Walker also asked to con-
sider pushing back spring break to
coincide with the week between Good
Friday and Easter. The break was
drafted weeks before because the
holidays fall late in April 2011.

Board member Jane Clancy said
the town has purchased a field
groomer for field maintenance for
school fields. She said the equipment
was purchased through a portion of
user fees for sports programs.

The board’s next meeting will be
this  Tuesday, November 17, at 8 p.m.
The  meeting will include an over-
view of the 2009-2010 school budget
including staffing levels and benefits.

with a general election to save money.
Ms. Rajoppi said the state Legisla-

ture had been set to consider legislation
to move the April school board candi-
date elections throughout the state to
the November General Election date.

“The budget portion would not
obviously go to the General Election.
That would have to be acted upon as
a municipal election among that body.
It would not be voted upon [by vot-
ers],” Ms. Rajoppi said.

She said, although moving the elec-
tions would save money, there is a
concern as to whether the ballots would
be large enough to contain state, mu-
nicipal and school board questions as
well as the candidates. Ms. Rajoppi
said the legislation has been held up
and “it may not happen this year.”

nant women and individuals who are
younger than 65 with chronic health
conditions, in addition to licensed health
workers and caregivers of infants.

Lincoln Road resident Jim Baker
had recently been to Overlook Hos-
pital for a shot. He said the “contrast”
between the hospital and the high
school was stark. He said Overlook
was a “chaotic madhouse,” while the
clinic at WHS was “wonderfully run”
and “went smoothly.” He
complimented town officials, the
police chief, the WHS principal and
the health officer.

Before the business of the meeting
was conducted, the town held a mo-
ment of silence in memory of the 13
people killed in the Fort Hood trag-
edy. Last week, a U.S. Army psychia-
trist allegedly opened fire at the Texas
Army post, killing 12 soldiers and a
civilian, while injuring 29 others.
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