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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS ALL YEAR…Principal Joseph Malanga com-
menced the Wilson Elementary School Halloween Parade in Westfield on Octo-
ber 30 dressed as a butler holding the 75th birthday cake.

HOW SWEET IT IS...Governor-elect Chris Christie, right, poses with his wife,
Mary Pat Christie, and his former law partner, William Palatucci of Westfield, after
he took the stage on Election Night to greet supporters following his victory over
Governor Jon Corzine.

Courtesy of William Sanders
THANK YOU, VETS...North Middle School in Colorado Springs, Colo., salutes
American military veterans during a November 9 ceremony. All branches of the
military were represented at this event, and the entire school was involved, as well
as General George Washington, whose portrait was presented by William Sand-
ers of Mountainside to the school after the tribute to veterans.

Garwood Water Tower to Be
Torn Down, Scheduled Today

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Borough Coun-
cil held public hearings and passed
three ordinances at Tuesday night’s
regular meeting.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy announced
that on Thursday morning (today), the
defunct water tower on North Avenue
will be torn down, weather permitting.
The demolition will require that North
Avenue be closed for a period of time,
but he said that the work should be
done by 1 p.m.

The first ordinance passed autho-
rized the sale of an odd-sized piece of
land on Spruce Avenue. The land is
being sold to Helder Castro for $8,000
to merge with his adjacent property.

The second ordinance amends an
ordinance to require chain-link fences
at construction sites. The new ordi-
nance requires a six-foot-high chain-
link fence to be installed and main-
tained during the demolition of any
home within the borough.

The third and final ordinance es-
tablishes the duties and responsi-
bilities for the zoning official and
the zoning enforcement officer. Po-
lice Chief William Legg was re-
cently appointed as the zoning en-
forcement officer and resident Vic-
tor Vinegra was appointed as the

zoning official, following the resig-
nation of Ed Dec.

Resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned the amount of money the bor-
ough would now be spending given
that both jobs were previously per-
formed by a single person. Council-
woman Kathleen Villaggio stated that
the borough is actually spending “less
than what one person was making.”

Mayor McCarthy made three ap-
pointments to fill vacancies on the
recreation committee. Richard Bree
and Joseph Zuccarelli were appointed
to fill unexpired terms ending in 2012
and 2011, respectively, and Mike
Woitkowski was appointed as an al-
ternate II member for a five-year term.

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, Myrtle Avenue
resident Ann Leonard voiced her opin-
ion that “leaves should be bagged.”
She said that she has seen residents
putting their leaves in the street after
the clean up had occurred, which is
against borough regulations. She also
said that she has seen landscapers
“dumping” leaves in the street and
mixing grass in.

The mayor also issued congratula-
tions to Councilman-elect Tim Hak,
who was in the audience, on his win-
ning election to the borough council
last week.

County Youth Detention Center
Plans for Sussex, Essex Prisoners

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
is expected to vote tonight to enter
into agreements with Sussex and
Essex Counties to house some of their
youth prisoners at Union County’s
Youth Detention Center in Linden.
Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said the county’s center would
be used as a backup facility for the
two counties, which are closing their
detention centers to save money.

Union County opened the new 76-
bed facility in 2008. The county also
contracted to lease 15 of those beds to
the Division of Unaccompanied
Children’s Services (DUCS) of the
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. The board will vote
tonight to expand the number of beds
to 20, although the DUCS program
will only pay when it uses the addi-
tional beds. The federal government
pays the county for 15 beds whether or
not they are occupied, Mr. Guzzo said.
Union County has only been using 30
of its beds for its own youth offenders.

As of January, Hunterdon, Morris,
Sussex and Warren Counties will share
a 42-bed facility being constructed in
Morris Plains, Morris County. Passaic
County is sending 60 of its detainees
to Essex County at a cost of $4 million,
according to a Star-Ledger report.

“It is a pay-as-you-go contract. If
they need it, they will pay us,” Mr.
Guzzo told the freeholders.

He said the state’s Juvenile Justice
Commission requires Sussex and
Passaic Counties to have backup plans
in the event the Morris and Essex
facilities become overcrowded.

“We are happy to accommodate them.

We have the room, we have the pro-
gram, and as a result of that, we would
be happy to help them out,” he said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada re-
sponded that it was “very nice that
they are closing their facilities, but
they should also make a contribution
to Union County up front.”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the county paid “millions of dol-
lars” to build its new facility.

“Maybe we should look into nego-
tiating that contract down the road,”
Mr. Mirabella said.

Mr. Guzzo said Sussex and Passaic
Counties’ contracts with Morris and
Essex Counties, respectively, are
“guaranteed contracts” requiring pay-
ment regardless of whether they use
the beds or not.

He said Sussex and Essex would
provide the transportation for youths
coming to the Union County deten-
tion center. Union County will rent its
detention center beds at $200 per day
per bed to the two counties.

In other business, the board con-

sidered a resolution to amend a previ-
ous contract with The Louis Berger
Group, Inc. of Morristown for engi-
neering construction services for the
Central Avenue Corridor Project in
Westfield and Clark, thus increasing
the contract awarded in 2007 by
$119,856 for a new total of $247,224.
The previous Berger contract was for
traffic-signal upgrades, new traffic-
signal equipment, countdown pedes-
trian signal indications, signs, strip-
ing and handicapped-accessible con-
crete curb ramps with warning de-
vices along the roadway.

The freeholders approved a $1.2-mil-
lion contract last month to make im-
provements to eight intersections along
Central Avenue in Clark and Westfield.

The board will act on the resolution
at tonight’s meeting, as well as a
resolution to amend a 2004 contract
with Keller and Kirkpatrick of
Parsippany by an additional $23,700
for engineering services for improve-
ments to seven intersections along the

Welcome Back Troop Parade
Set for Saturday in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The “Back From
Iraq American Pride Parade and
Carnival” will be held this Satur-
day, November 14. The parade will
start at noon in Westfield. A cel-
ebration carnival will follow at the
Army National Guard Armory,
from 1 to 4 p.m.

The parade route will start from the
Westfield Memorial Pool parking lot,
cross West Broad Street to Marion
Avenue, first left onto First Street,
turns right onto Rahway Avenue and
ends at the Armory, located at 500
Rahway Avenue.

Organizers encourage citizens to
line the streets of the parade route, fly

their American Flags, wave home-
made signs and cheer “welcome back”
from Iraq to the troops.

The Family Readiness Group of
the 102nd Cavalry has organized the
event to salute soldiers and their fami-
lies for their service. Many local busi-
nesses are donating to the afternoon
carnival.

The public is invited to the carni-
val. Food, beverages, games and en-
tertainment will be provided. Tickets
are $10; $5 for students and seniors.
Children under 5 are free.

For more information, call Nancy
at (732) 991-1241 or e-mail
102.cav.frg@gmail.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WFBOE Hears Test Results
And High School Redesign

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The state of New
Jersey has put into motion its plan to
change high school graduation re-
quirements. The district’s assistant
superintendent for Curriculum, Anita
O’Neal, presented the state’s High
School Redesign to the board of edu-
cation on Tuesday. The redesign will
up the credit requirements, mandate
science and mathematics content, as
well as impact staffing, the schedul-
ing of classes and how science labs
are equipped and run.

Students must take 120 credits, up
10 credits from the current require-
ment set by the state. Westfield’s re-
quirement for Westfield High School
(WHS) currently is 115, and will need
to add five credits, though Ms. O’Neal
said most students take at least 120
and some more.

Curriculum content requirements
also have changed. Currently, stu-
dents must complete three years of
mathematics and science, but the
courses are flexible. With the rede-
sign, the state has set the courses
required to graduate and also added
an end-of-course exam for mathemat-
ics and science to replace the High
School Proficiency Assessment
(HSPA), which is likely to be phased
out by 2013.

The exam is a national exam and
not necessarily aligned with New
Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content
Standards. Board member Richard
Solomon pointed this out and asked if
New Jersey had discussed realigning
its core curriculum.

Algebra 1, geometry and a third
year of composite mathematics are

high school graduation requirements
in mathematics under the redesign.
Biology/life science, chemistry and a
third year of inquiry-based labora-
tory science are the new requirements
in science.

A half-year, or 2.5 credits, of finan-
cial literacy to focus on personal fi-
nance and economics also is manda-
tory to graduate.

Also, schools will have to institute
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Public Safety Committee
Considers Crosswalk Requests

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Third Ward Coun-
cilman and Public Safety Committee
Chairman Mark Ciarrocca reported
on several requests for crosswalks
and crossing guards around Westfield
at last Wednesday’s council confer-
ence meeting.

Mr. Ciarrocca stated that there were
requests for crosswalks at Forest Av-
enue and Eaglecroft Road, as well as
Clark Street and Webster Avenue. He
stated that it was determined that there
is “not enough volume” at Forest and
Eaglecroft, but that the number of
children crossing at Clark and Webster
has to be analyzed.

The town will take counts of chil-
dren crossing at North Chestnut and
May Streets where a crossing guard
has been requested.

A crossing guard is being recom-
mended following counts of the num-
ber of children crossing at Hyslip and
First Avenues.

The Public Safety Committee also
discussed a request from a resident of
Ludlow Place to make the street one-
way. Residents have issued com-
plaints about drivers using the street
to make u-turns, most likely related
to people looking to park at the
Westfield Area “Y”. A meeting will
be held with Ludlow residents to pro-
vide feedback on the idea.

Mr. Ciarrocca also stated that Po-

Highland Crosswalk Location Is Not
Safest Passage, Crossing Guard Says

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Highland Avenue
resident John Devitt read a letter from
Joe Wheatley, a crossing guard at the
intersection of Lawrence Avenue and
Sinclair Place for four years, that
detailed concern with the painting of
a crosswalk on Highland Avenue.

In recent weeks, the Karnofsky fam-
ily, who lives at 618 Highland Av-
enue in Westfield, has come out to ask
the town to reconsider the installation
of a crosswalk at the intersection of
Highland and Sinclair Avenues, which
will primarily be used by children
walking to Franklin Elementary and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.

“We feel that the proposed location
of the crosswalk is unsafe and could
have tragic consequences,” Brian
Karnofsky read from a prepared state-
ment last month.

The Karnofskys are concerned be-
cause their driveway backs directly
into the new crosswalk area, “creat-
ing a potentially dangerous situation,”
Mr. Karnofsky has said.

Also last month, 300 people signed
a petition opposing the location of the
crosswalk.

Mr. Devitt, one of the 300 signers,
read Mr. Wheatley’s letter, which
noted an increase in the level of walk-
ers in this area. The surge in walkers,
he said, was partially due to the redis-

tricting of some students, who live in
the Gardens neighborhood, from Wil-
son Elementary School to Franklin
Elementary School.

Mr. Devitt, reading the words of
Mr. Wheatley, said, “I’ve seen the
new site [for the crosswalk]. It may
be the most direct route [for children
walking to Franklin Elementary
School], but it’s not the safest.”

Mr. Wheatley asked that the police
chief assign an officer to visit the area
of Highland and Sinclair Avenues
between 8:15 and 8:45 a.m. to assess
the situation and provide feedback.

Town officials have stated that the
Karnofskys’ desire to place the cross-
walk 20 feet south of its present loca-
tion would cause one extra crossing
for those walking to school.

Third Ward Councilman and Park-
ing Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca has said that every traffic
safety professional with whom the
town has spoken believes the pro-
posed location for the crosswalk is
correct. Traffic consultant Gordon
Meth also provided independent
analysis and concurred with the rec-
ommendation, Mr. Ciarrocca added.

“We did a lot of due diligence on
it,” he said last month.

Mr. Devitt spoke highly of the
Karnofsky family, who were once his
neighbors. He noted that the family
has young drivers and friends, con-
stantly coming and going, using the
driveway. Mr. Devitt said he believes
the crosswalk’s proximity to the drive-
way will create a hazard.

“It’s a risky spot to put a cross-
walk,” Mr. Devitt said. “The issue
should be settled with the property
owner. Safety is the cornerstone of
living in Westfield...It’s important that
the issue continue to be evaluated.”

In other business, more than 1,250
H1N1 (swine flu) vaccinations were
given, Tuesday, at Westfield High
School (WHS). The vaccine, given
through a nasal spray, was provided
to several target populations: those
between the ages of 2 and 24 (with no
chronic health conditions) and those
under the age of 49 who serve as
primary caregivers for infants.

According to the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department website,
this Monday, November 16, swine
flu shots will be provided at Summit
High School from 5 to 8 p.m. That
target population will focus on preg-

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
‘AS WE RAISE OUR VOICES IN A SOLEMN PRAYER’...Kerry Stubbs proudly sings the full, traditional version of “God
Bless America” on Wednesday morning during a ceremony to honor military veterans at the World War I memorial in
Westfield. Standing behind Mr. Stubbs, pictured from left to right, are: Theodore Schlosberg; Pete Hogaboom; Martin
Wallberg Post 3 adjutant; retired Colonel Dennis Dougherty; Bill Maines, post chaplain; Commander Patrick Tighe of Post
3, and Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan.


