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SP Resident Assists in Explaining
Asset Allocation to ‘Dummies’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Deciding on
an investment strategy and building a
successful financial portfolio are just
two of the topics extensively covered
in “Asset Allocation for Dummies,” a
book co-written by Jerry Miccolis and
Scotch Plains resident Dorianne
Perrucci.

Institutional in-
vestors have used a
strategy of mixing
and matching vari-
ous classes of as-
sets to an
individual’s invest-
ment criteria for
quite a while. The
authors are pro-
moting their work
as an easy-to-fol-
low reference book
that lays out the ba-
sics of asset allo-
cation, including
diversification,
building and main-
taining a portfolio,
as the reader learns
to maximize his or her returns while
minimizing the risks involved.

Ms. Perrucci likens the book to giv-
ing financial information as opposed
to providing financial advice.

“Investing isn’t a slam-dunk,” she
said. “It takes time and commitment,
but the more information people can
get, the better.”

“‘Asset Allocation for Dummies’
contains investment basics that can
really benefit the average person,” said
Ms. Perrucci. “You can gain some-
thing from the book no matter what
level of investment you are at.”

While she is not a financial advisor

herself, Ms. Perrucci believes her col-
laboration with Mr. Miccolis, who re-
sides in Basking Ridge, and who is a
certified financial planner and advi-
sor, is important to the success of the
book.

“My contribution is the ability to
explain important information to the
average investor,” she said. “Without
my input, ‘Asset Allocation for Dum-

mies’ would be just
another book writ-
ten by a financial
expert for financial
experts.”

A lifelong town-
ship resident, Ms.
Perrucci has been
reporting and writ-
ing on personal fi-
nances and invest-
ing since 1998,
when she contrib-
uted to Jane Bryant
Quinn’s syndicated
Washington Post
Writers Group col-
umn, titled “Stay-
ing Ahead.” She
also wrote pieces

for Good Housekeeping magazine.
In addition, she has written for The

New York Times, Newsweek and
TheStreet.com.

The recent financial crisis has in-
spired her to work on five books, in-
cluding collaborations with several
New York Times authors.

Among her book credits are
“I.O.U.S.A.: One Nation, Under Debt,
In Stress,” which was written with
Addison Wiggin and Kate Incontrera,
and “Demise of the Dollar…and Why
It’s Good for Your Investments,” also
co-written with Addison Wiggin.

Ms. Perrucci is a graduate of Union
Catholic High School and Milwaukee’s
Marquette University’s School of Jour-
nalism.

She is a member of the American
Society of Journalists and Authors, the
New York Financial Writers’ Associa-
tion and the Society of American Busi-
ness Editors and Writers.

More information about Ms.
Perrucci and “Asset Allocation for
Dummies” can be found at
doriperrucci.com

Helen Frank Exhibit
At Juxtapose Gallery
WESTFIELD – The etchings and

paintings of Helen Frank are now on
view at Juxtapose Gallery, located at
58 Elm Street in Westfield. The open-
ing reception will take place on Fri-
day, November 13, from 6 to 9 p.m.
All are invited.

This unique Westfield landmark
has represented Ms. Frank’s work in
this area for 15 years. The exhibition
is extremely varied in subject mat-
ter, including depictions of children,
New York City, recent travels, sports,
dance and scenes from everyday life.

Ms. Frank currently is being hon-
ored by an exhibit at the Newark
Public Library, “Garden State Ico-
nography.” Both exhibits will con-
tinue through the end of 2009.

Juxtapose hours are 10 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday though Saturday,
Thursday until 8 p.m.

For more information, call (908)
232-3278.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Tragedy Brings ‘Replacement
Child’ Into Elizabeth Family’s Life

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When a plane
crashed into her Elizabeth home in
1952, Florence Mandel had to decide
which of her two young daughters to
save. Believing she could make it back
inside to rescue 7-year-old Donna, Mrs.
Mandel first grabbed 2-and-a-half-year-
old Linda and raced with her down the
stairs to the street.

Physically restrained from reenter-
ing the building, Mrs. Mandel was
forced to abandon her oldest child, who
perished in the flames.

A horrific tragedy, a decision no par-
ent should ever have to make and a
daughter conceived to be a “replace-
ment” for her lost sister are the basis for
“Replacement Child,” a memoir writ-
ten by former Cranford resident Judy
Mandel.

A story of hope and heartbreak, “Re-
placement Child” is a gripping narra-
tive of the crash of American Airlines
Flight 6780 into 310 Williamson Street
and the trials and triumphs of Ms.
Mandel’s family in the aftermath of the
firestorm.

The book also brings to the forefront
the well documented, but little dis-

cussed, “replacement child syndrome,”
in which parents purposely have an-
other child as a substitute for one they
have lost.

The salvation of her parents, for many
years, Ms. Mandel was lost to herself.

“For a long time, I could not
remember much about my childhood at
all, and I think that’s because I felt it
wasn’t an important part of my family’s
story, and so [it was] insignificant,” said
Ms. Mandel.

Writing “Replacement Child” gave
the author a new perspective of herself
and her family, and of the tragedy that
ultimately brought her into their lives.

“The great thing about writing this
book was that I finally did see that I
helped my mother recover from a de-
pression that may have swallowed her,
and [I] was a friend to my sister Linda
when she needed one most. I now be-
lieve I did help them all by coming into
their lives,” she said.

Both of Ms. Mandel’s parents – as
well as her sister, who faced her own
challenges for more than 50 years after
the fire – are now deceased.

“In a way, [writing “Replacement
Child”] was a way to keep my family
with me. Now, they live on only in this
book since my sister passed away this
summer,” she said.

“On the other hand, I’ve learned so
much about myself and my own jour-
ney by writing the book…it has en-
riched my life immeasurably and helped
me understand many of my life choices,”
she said.

Ms. Mandel believes awareness about
Replacement Child Syndrome can ben-
efit both parents and children.

According to Ms. Mandel, there are
measures that parents can take to avoid

some of the issues replacement chil-
dren deal with throughout life.

For example, she feels that parents
should have ample time to grieve for
the lost child. She also feels they should
avoid any secrecy about the older sib-
ling and his or her death.

“Many of us [replacement children]
feel an intense responsibility to live up

to the potential of the child that died –
I know I did,” she explained.

Ms. Mandel started her writing ca-
reer as a reporter for The Hartford
Courant. She has been an advertising
copywriter, corporate marketing direc-
tor and freelance writer, and has worked
for several national corporations over
the past 20 years.

Ms. Mandel will be at The Town
Bookstore on Saturday, November 7,
from 11 a.m to 1 p.m. to meet readers
and sign copies of “Replacement Child.”

For more information, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.

“The great thing about writing this book was that I finally did see that I helped
my mother recover from a depression that may have swallowed her, and [I] was
a friend to my sister Linda when she needed one most. I now believe I did help
them all by coming into their lives,” she said.

~Former Cranford resident Judy Mandel

New Jersey Ballet Pays Tribute
To Late Assemblyman Muñoz

MORRISTOWN – This Saturday,
November 7, at 8 p.m. marks the start of
New Jersey Ballet’s 15th season at The
Community Theatre in Morristown. The
company will dedicate this opening
night to the memory of the late Eric
Muñoz, a longtime Summit resident
who served as Assemblyman for the
21st District for eight years and on the
board of New Jersey Ballet for nearly
18 years.

A professor of surgery at the  Univer-
sity of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey (UMDNJ) and a trauma
surgeon at University Hospital in New-
ark, Dr. Muñoz dedicated his life to
medicine, child welfare and the arts.
His sudden and untimely death follow-
ing cardiac surgery this March shocked
and saddened millions of people who
benefited from his work.

“Eric Muñoz was an energetic and
loyal individual who inspired so many
people. And [he was] a true friend of the
Ballet,” said New Jersey Ballet Direc-
tor Carolyn Clark as she announced the
program.

Dr. Muñoz’s great pride in his Puerto
Rican heritage inspired in him a pas-
sionate interest in the diverse cultures
he encountered as a physician and po-

litical leader. With this in mind, the
New Jersey Ballet has put together a
virtual world tour of dance to honor his

memory. The program will include
“stops” in ancient China, rural Cuba,
urban Brazil, classical Russia and con-
temporary America.

One of the highlights of the evening
will be the world premiere of The Three

Eric Muñoz
(October 14, 1947 – March 30, 2009)

Riddles of Turandot by celebrated Chi-
nese-American choreographer Nai-Ni
Chen.

The evening will also include a pair
of major encore presentations from the
recent past: Guajira, by Cuban-born
choreographer Pedro Ruiz, and March
by Broadway dancer/emerging chore-
ographer James Kinney.

Rounding out the evening, New Jer-
sey Ballet (NJB) will perform its popu-
lar pas de deux (dance for two), Para
Dois. Choreographed by NJB dancer
Junio Teixeira, Para Dois is based on
Brazilian street dancing.

In addition to the dance program, the
tribute to Dr. Muñoz will include an on-
stage presentation and a post-perfor-
mance gala reception with Dr. Muñoz’s
widow, Assemblywoman Nancy
Muñoz (R-21st District), and several of
their children.

For tickets, call the box office at
(973) 539-8008 or visit mayoarts.org.

Legend Dionne Warwick
To Perform at UCPAC

RAHWAY – Known as the artist
who “bridged the gap,” Dionne
Warwick’s music transcended race,
culture, and musical boundaries; for
more than four decades, she has es-
tablished herself as an international
musical legend and humanitarian.

The public is invited to spend an
evening with Warwick on November
14, as she brings her soulful blend of
pop, gospel and R & B to the Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway.

Warwick began singing in church
as a child in East Orange,. While
attending college, she began doing
session work in New York, where
she met Burt Bacharach, a com-
poser, arranger, and producer who
asked her to sing on demos of songs
he was writing with new partner,

Hal David.
In all, Warwick, Bacharach, and

David racked up 30 hit singles, in-
cluding “Do You Know The Way To
San Jose,” “Message To Michael,”
“This Girl’s In Love With You,” “I’ll
Never Fall In Love Again” and “Reach
Out For Me,” as well as close to 20
best-selling albums.

She received her first Grammy
Award in 1968 for “Do You Know
The Way to San Jose?,” and in so
doing, she became the first African-
American solo female artist of her
generation to win for Best Contem-
porary Female Vocal Performance.

The Rahway concert starts at 8 pm.
Tickets start at $37. To purchase tick-
ets online, go to supremeconcerts.com
or ucpac.org, or do so by phone at
(732) 499-8226.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

Flowers, Silks, Gifts

and Greeting Cards

Happy Anniversary
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Thank You
Thinking Of  You

I  Love You

GET WELL SOON

Or

Just Because
You Deserve It

Let Us Help You Say

CONGRATULATIONS

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

invites you to a reception
for

Helen Frank

Friday, November 13th • 6-9 pm
Meet the Artist and see her new works.

St Andrews Links     Oil on canvas 18” x 24”


