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GL Highlanders Cage Cougar Gridders, 37-20
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougars’ PK Nips Raiders, 1-0 for UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

feels like to have it happen in this
game. Now we look forward to Scotch
Plains on Saturday.’ We really made a
commitment to ourselves that we were
coming back.”

“Losing that game made us come
out here and play 100 times stronger,”
D’Antico commented.

Both teams’ defenses allowed few
serious shots on goal, with each team
taking seven shots, but only two from
each becoming a threat. The 14-2-1
Raiders’ biggest threats came in the
final four minutes. With constant pres-
sure from senior co-captain Sarah
Canfield, the Cougar defense was

back peddling, then Sarah Vanbuskirk
crossed a shot to Jackie Mains, but
Cougar goalie Lauren Grandal (2
saves) made a brilliant stop. A little
later, Avika Shah came down the right
sideline and made a great lead to
Vanbuskirk, but the lead was just a
little bit out of her reach to make a
shot.

“They got that right away goal, and
we just couldn’t find the net,” Canfield
said.

“We graduated 10 seniors last year.
I don’t think anybody expected us to
come back, so I think something has
to be said about these girls, who are

here, and what they did,” coach Ewing
said. “I am proud of my girls, the way
they played, the way they handled
themselves.”

“They were here for five years in a
row,” coach Michewicz said. “It came
down to this was our year. We felt
that, if we wanted it this much, we
had to fight for it to be here. They are
a good team. It’s unbelievable!”
Cranford 1 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

Joey D’Annunzio and only got off a
few shots on goal.

“Joey D’Annunzio! An absolute
tremendous job each and every time
against people, who quote, unquote
score an ‘X’ number of goals! Hartnett
had one shot, two maybe. Joey takes
those guys and shuts them down,”
coach Breznitsky said. “Joey and
Chris Freeman are the best combina-
tion of center backs in the state. We
have given up nine goals all season
and one of the primary reasons is
those two guys.”

However, Hartnett nearly ended the
game in the final minutes of regula-
tion when he was standing alone with
the ball near the goal and prepared to
launch the ball, but Zukofsky made a
diving save.

“If he hit it just a little bit harder, I
think he may have been able to get it
past Zukofsky, but the kid made a
tremendous save. He made several
big saves, and so did Boyer. I think
you saw the two best goalkeepers in
the county right here.”

Boyer, who did make several amaz-
ing saves, was put to the test the most
seven minutes into the game when
Raider Brian Kahn drilled a right-to-

left shot that forced him to dive to his
right to knock it down. As the ball
rolled toward Raider Zach
Flanzmann, Boyer scrambled just in
time to block his shot.

“Scotch Plains takes a lot of far-out
shots. I had to be ready, on my toes,
the whole entire time,” Boyer said.
“They hit a couple of nice balls. The
header they scored, there was noth-
ing we could do about that. They hit
hard and low shots.”

The Cougars’ most shining mo-
ments came in the second overtime,
when they out-shot the Raiders, 4-1.

“I was proud of our boys, espe-
cially in the overtime,” coach Curci
said. “I think we dominated the over-
time. We had some great chances,
and you saw the determination in the
eyes of our players too. We had two
strong teams. I think we both deserve
to be where we are. Hopefully, we
will get a chance to meet them again,
either in the counties or the states.”

“I’m looking forward to that,”
Greaney added. “It was a great game
today, so it will be real fun to play
them again.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 0 0 1
Cranford 1 0 0 0 1

strike. Anderson’s PAT was good. In
the second quarter, the Cougars roared
back with a 15-play, 59-yard drive
that concluded with Papandrea’s one-
yard TD plunge. The extra point by
Robert Gaeta’s sailed wide. On the
ensuing kickoff, Machado grabbed
the ball at the 17, shifted into high
gear and galloped 83 yards for the
touchdown, extending the Highland-
ers to 14-6.

Adding to the excitement, the 2-6
Cougars responded with a kickoff
return to the Highlander 51. Keeping
to the running game, Trotter took a
pitch from Papandrea that netted 41-
yards. From there, Trotter pushed it
in for 10 yards and the TD. Robert
Gaeta’s PAT was good, trimming the
lead to 14-13.

“First half, both offenses were
moving the ball down the field. They
were throwing the ball on our defense
and we were putting the ball on the
ground. As to the TD, my seniors are
playing their last game on this field,
so after they scored, I needed to drive
the ball down the field and score. I
had to do it for them,” said Trotter.

As fast as the Cougars cut the lead,
the Highlanders extended it when
Graziano dropped back and found
Ingebretsen for a 19-yard TD to give
the Highlanders a 20-13 lead. Just
before the half, the Highlanders drove
the ball down the field where Ander-
son nailed a 39-yarder through the
uprights, extending the Highlanders’
lead to 23-13.

Plagued by three fumbles on four
drives, Governor Livingston took
advantage of the gifts, highlighted by
Machado’s 14-yard TD reception and
Andrew Romeo’s 10-yard TD bash.
Late in the fourth quarter, the Cou-
gars rushed 86 yards on 16 plays,
concluded by Vicci’s three-yard TD

run.
“They made some good plays on

offense, I thought we were a little
slow on defense but the offense moved
the ball well,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said. “We took the
ball down the field like we wanted to.
We gave their special team a touch-
down on the kickoff return and I that
hurt us. At the half, to be within ten,
we were still optimistic because we

were getting the ball in the second
half and I really felt confident that we
could take the ball down and score
because they really had not stopped
us and I thought we were in good
shape to do that. The turnover bug bit
us on two consecutive drives and I
think that was the difference in the
game.”
Gov. Livingston   0 13   0   7 20
Cranford   7 16 14   0 37

No. 6 Cougars, No. 9 Raiders
Duel to 1-1, OT Soccer Tie
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Cougar Girls Place Second,
Boys Get Fourth at UC XC

The Cranford High School girls
cross-country team placed second and
the Cougar boys placed fourth at the
Union County championships at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Octo-
ber 29. Westfield ran away with the
boys’ crown, totaling 33 points, while
Summit took the girls title with 51
points.

The Cougar girls with a total of 94
edged Westfield with 97, while Kent

Place took fourth with 128 points.
Union Catholic took second for the
boys with a 91 total and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood took third at 116, while the
Cougars had 126 points.

Bridget Miller was the first Cougar
girl to cross the line, finishing fourth
with a time of 20:17. Megan Byrnes
finished 12th with a time of 20:59.
Katia Oltmann placed 28th with a
time of 21:40, Veronica Miller at 21:53
took 32nd and Rebecca Hanke crossed
35th at 22:08.

For the boys, Cougar Will Smith
finished 18th with a time of 17:31 and
John Powasnik crossed 20th at 17:35,
followed by Jeff Sun at 17:36. Roy
Colicchio placed 28th with a time of
17:53, Tom Feeney placed 39th at
18:11 and Michael Cassidy finished
51st at 18:31.

Union Catholic’s DJ Thornton won
the boys’ race with a time of 16:34
and Nichelle Harris of Rahway won
the girls’ race with a time of 19:33.

Grab your favorite guy, gal, or group of friends and head on over to
Ana Beall’s. You’ll love their delectable Southern Style Cuisine, featuring:

Open for a.m. Sweets, Lunch, High Tea, Weekend Brunch,
and NOW for SUPPER on Friday and Saturday!

Call for reservations: 908-264-4221
Hours: 10–6 Tuesday to Thurs, 10-10 Friday & Saturday, 9-6 Sunday

Ana Beall’s Tea Room,
415 Westfield Ave., Westfield

Be one of the FIRST lucky guests to enjoy
Supper at Ana Beall’s on Friday the 13th!

For Dessert: Yummy Banana Bread pudding • Chai Chocolate sauce.

Hearty Gumbo • Pecan Crusted Chicken Breast • Crab & Asparagus Shortcake
with Tasso Gravy • Carolina Pulled Pork Barbecue • Pan Fried Catfish

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

Flowers, Silks, Gifts

and Greeting Cards

Happy Anniversary
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Thank You
Thinking Of  You

I  Love You

GET WELL SOON

Or

Just Because
You Deserve It

Let Us Help You Say

CONGRATULATIONS

ALICE in
Wonderland

December 4-6

DON’T BE LEFT IN THE COLD.
HEAT WITH BIOFUEL!

Full-Service Heating & Cooling

Expert Technicians

24/7 Emergency Service

Eco-Friendly Biofuel

1-888-999-6661 www.mitchellsupreme.com

KASKIW SINKS GOAL FROM 50 YARDS

Cougar Boys Bury Farmers
In UCT Semifinals, 2-0

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The top-seeded Cranford High
School boys soccer team upheld its
position by netting two goals in the
second half to oust fourth-seeded
Union in the Union County Tourna-
ment semifinal round at A.L. Johnson
in Clark on October 31. The start of
the game was delayed about an hour
due to a shootout in the first semifinal
game between second-seeded
Westfield and third-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, which was won by
the Blue Devils.

“We’ve been talking about getting
to the final for a long time, a lot of
these guys have been with me for
three, four years, and to finally reach
the championship game in the county
tournament is a great feeling for ev-
eryone.” said Cougar Head Coach

Mike Curci. “I couldn’t be prouder of
their desire and effort tonight, espe-
cially in the second half.

After a scoreless first half, Cranford
turned it up a notch and was able to
get on the scoreboard at the 53 minute
mark when junior midfielder Connor
DeMars sent a beautiful ball to Alex
Rocha up the right side, who then
served a perfect right-footed cross on
to a sprinting Pat Hartnett, who headed
a well-placed ball into the far corner
for his county-leading 22nd goal of
the season to make it 1-0.

Two minutes later, senior sweeper
Pat Kaskiw set up a free kick from 45
yards and struck a laser which landed
in the right corner of the net to make
it 2-0. The Cougars defense did the
rest, holding a talented group of Union
forwards at bay to preserve their 14th
shutout of the season.

Once again, Cougar goalkeeper
Scott Boyer rose to the challenge and
made several brilliant saves, includ-
ing a pair of point blank shots from
Farmer star forward Robert Barrera.

“Boyer was terrific tonight,” added
Curci. “His athleticism and reaction
never ceases to amaze me. Our entire
defense did a great job, but Scott had
to really come up big in certain spots
and he did. Hats off to Kaskiw, Eric
Walano, Ryan Lopes, Rob Ghiretti,
Ray-El-khoury, Nick Pace, and
DeMars for their hard work. Alex
Porter and Josh Barrera did a fantas-
tic job on the outside and Rocha and
Hartnett’s combination was soccer at
its best.”

The No. 6, 19-0-2 Cougars will
face No. 16, 14-3-1 Westfield for the
Union County Tournament title at
A.L. Johnson on November 7 at 6
p.m. The Cougars defeated the Blue
Devils, 1-0, on September 17 in
Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…The Cougar girls soccer defensive line, pictured,
left to right, front row: are; Kristen Cecchini and Madison Savulich; back row,
Emily McCue, Lauren Grandal and Taylor D’Antico, who have been named
Athletes of the Week. They allowed zero goals throughout the Union County
Tournament and claimed the title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MENTALLY PREPARING THEMSELVES…The Cougar girls mentally prepare themselves before the championship
game with the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING PACE…Some Cougar boys keep pace in the Union County cross-
country championship. The boys placed fourth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE PLAN OF ATTACK…Cougar boys soccer Head Coach Mike Curci goes
over the game plan prior to the start of the second half of the Union County
Tournament semifinal game with Union. The Cougars won, 2-0.
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