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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
PACE SCORES, LOPES ASSISTS, BOYER MAKES 13 SAVES

No. 6 Cougars, No. 9 Raiders
Duel to 1-1, OT Soccer Tie
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dogged defense survived an unre-
lenting attack from a ruthless offense,
resulting in a 1-1, double overtime tie
between the ninth-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team and sixth-ranked
Cranford at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 29.

The 16-1-2 Raiders viciously pen-
etrated the Cougar backfield of Pat

Kaskiw, Eric Walano and Rob
Ghiretti, and launched 22 shots on
goals – 17 in regulation. Cougar goal-
keeper Scott Boyer made 13 saves –
10 in regulation. The 18-0-2 Cougars
managed only five shots in regulation
but matched that number in overtime,
four coming in the second overtime
(OT). Raider goalie Anthony
Zukofsky made three saves in regula-
tion and two in OT.

“They were determined from the

onset. You can expect that from a
Scotch Plains team,” Cougar Head
Coach Mike Curci said. “We did a
good job of weathering the storm.”

Senior midfielder Nick Pace, who
has 16 assists on the season, got the
Cougars on the board three minutes
into the game, when he headed a throw-
in from Ryan Lopes into the netting by
the far post. Thirteen minutes into the
second half, Raider Steve Bello ripped
a right-to-left shot into Matt Greaney,
who headed the ball inside the far post,
just out of Boyer’s reach.

“[Travis] Cortes pushed off to Bello.
Bello saw me streaking through, put
it right to my head and I got it,”
explained Greaney, who added, “We
couldn’t find the net. We made one
mistake in the back, and that was a
goal, but we made up for it.”

“Personally, I think it was a clinic
all over the field by Scotch Plains,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
claimed. “Unfortunately, a mistake
in the very beginning of the match
gave them a goal. Other than that,
their opportunities were tremendously
limited. Our guys played with inten-
sity. They wanted to prove that we are
the best team in the county. I learned
that it’s extremely difficult to play on
a bandbox field like this when we are
used to playing on a field like ours,
that is 70-yards wide.”

Cougar forward Pat Hartnett, who
leads the county in scoring with 21
goals, was kept in check by Raider

D’ANTICO RIPS PENALTY KICK FOR WINNING GOAL

Cougars’ PK Nips Raiders, 1-0
For UCT Girls Soccer Crown

PAPANDREA, TROTTER, VICCI SCORE TOUCHDOWNS

GL Highlanders Click On ‘O’;
Cage Cougar Gridders, 37-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five years in a row, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team entered the Union County
Tournament (UCT) title game and
four times it came out on top. This
year, senior Taylor D’Antico drilled a
penalty kick into the lower left corner
with 24:31 on the clock in the first
half to give the No. 20, fifth-seeded
Cranford Cougars a 1-0 victory and
the UCT championship over the No.
11, second-seeded Raiders at A.L.
Johnson in Clark on October 31.

The stage was set when Cougar
forward Jen Folger went down, and
the referee awarded a penalty kick.
D’Antico, who scored the game-win-
ning penalty kick in the shootout vic-
tory against top-seeded Westfield in
the semifinals on October 25, lined
up and slid her shot into the lower left
part of the goal just out of the reach of
Raider goalie Paige Della Badia.

“I don’t know if she got clipped or
not,” Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing
said. “Whether she did, you are talk-
ing about the Union County final.
That’s a tough call to make in a county
final. The referee makes the decision.
He made the call. He’s got to live with
it. They didn’t have much else other
than the penalty kick.”

“It definitely was a foul,” Cougar

Head Coach Jen Michewicz said. “I
would have liked to see us score with-
out it, but it was definitely a foul. I
was confident that Taylor D’Antico
could make it.”

“When it came down to the PK
[penalty kick], I stepped up there, and
I knew I wanted that kick, and I had
all the confidence to get it,” D’Antico
said. “Our team is incredible! We are
so bonded. We are all friends. We all
hang out all the time. We wanted it so
badly and we came out here and did

it. It’s a great experience!”
Since an early-season loss to

Westfield, the 15-2-2 Cougars have
reeled off 12 straight wins until los-
ing to New Providence, 1-0, earlier in
the week.

“We lost to New Prov[idence] ear-
lier this week. It’s hard for any team
to go through the entire season play-
ing their best,” coach Michewicz said.
“It was one of those days. We didn’t
come out at our best, and they took
advantage of the opportunity. We said,
‘you know what? We know what this

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anyone who witnessed the high
school football game between
Cranford and Governor Livingston at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 30 certainly got his or her adrena-
line level up heading into halftime.
But it was anything but pretty for the
Cougars as three, second-half turn-
overs allowed the Highlanders to re-
turn home with a 37-20 victory.

Highlander quarterback Joe
Graziano completed six of seven pass
attempts for 127 yards and three
touchdowns (TD). Max Machado fin-

ished with three receptions for 55
yards, including TD receptions of 21
yards and 14 yards, respectively, and
returned an 83-yard kickoff for a TD.
Rob Ingebetsen hauled in two passes
for 64 yards, including a 19-yard TD.
Later, Blake Anderson connected on
a 40-yard field goal.

All but 31 yards of the Cougars’
223yards offense came via the run-
ning game. Running back Sean Trot-
ter carried 10 times for 75 yards,
J.T.Vicci had 53 yards on two carries
and Kendall Grier carried six times
for 51 yards. Tyrone Avent rushed
seven times for 32 yards and quarter-

back Joe Papandrea had four carries
for nine yards. Quarterback Chris
Klein completed two of eight passes
for 31 yards. Justin Van Ostenbridge
led the Cougars with 10 tackles and a
fumble recovery, followed by Kasim
Lewis, who had eight tackles and
Vicci with seven and one sack. Alex
Bartley had six tackles and two sacks,
while Michael Klimek and Anthony
DeSilva each dropped five ball carri-
ers and Will Green notched four.

The Highlanders scored on their
first possession when Graziano con-
nected with Machado on a 21-yard
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Probitas Verus Honos

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!

Day�and�Evening�Appointments�
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ

  TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/09 WL 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/09 WL 

MMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaxxxxxxxxiiiiiiiimmmmmmmmiiiiiiiizzzzzzzzeeeeeeee        yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuurrrrrrrr        bbbbbbbbeeeeeeeennnnnnnneeeeeeeeffffffffiiiiiiiittttttttssssssss!!!!!!!!        
    

BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR dental dental dental dental 

INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR medical SPENDING medical SPENDING medical SPENDING medical SPENDING 

ACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNT    BEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S END. 

    

Get two year’s worth of benefits 

by Starting treatment now! 

    

Use your Use your Use your Use your remaining remaining remaining remaining 2009 2009 2009 2009 benefitsbenefitsbenefitsbenefits    

and coand coand coand complete treatment with mplete treatment with mplete treatment with mplete treatment with 

available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.    

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE VERY SWEET FEELING OF VICTORY…The Cougar girls are all hugs and kisses after defeating the four-time
defending champion Raiders, 1-0, for the Union County Tournament championship.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING THE MIDFIELD…Cougar Connor DeMars, No. 10, keeps the
ball away from a Raider on October 29.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING AFTER A LOOSE BALL…Cougar defensive back/running back Kendall Grier, No. 10, seriously considers
pouncing on a loose ball against the Highlanders.


