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GREANEY’S HEADER FINDS MARK, BELLOW ASSISTS

No. 9 Raiders, No. 6 Cougars
Duel to 1-1, OT Soccer Tie
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dogged defense survived an unre-
lenting attack from a ruthless offense,
resulting in a 1-1, double overtime tie
between the ninth-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team and sixth-ranked
Cranford at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 29.

The 16-1-2 Raiders viciously pen-
etrated the Cougar backfield of Pat
Kaskiw, Eric Walano and Rob
Ghiretti, and launched 22 shots on
goals – 17 in regulation. Cougar goal-
keeper Scott Boyer made 13 saves –
10 in regulation. The 18-0-2 Cougars
managed only five shots in regulation
but matched that number in overtime,
four coming in the second overtime
(OT). Raider goalie Anthony
Zukofsky made three saves in regula-
tion and two in OT.

“They were determined from the
onset. You can expect that from a
Scotch Plains team,” Cougar Head
Coach Mike Curci said. “We did a
good job of weathering the storm.”

Senior midfielder Nick Pace, who
has 16 assists on the season, got the
Cougars on the board three minutes
into the game, when he headed a throw-
in from Ryan Lopes into the netting by
the far post. Thirteen minutes into the
second half, Raider Steve Bello ripped
a right-to-left shot into Matt Greaney,

who headed the ball inside the far post,
just out of Boyer’s reach.

“[Travis] Cortes pushed off to Bello.
Bello saw me streaking through, put
it right to my head and I got it,”
explained Greaney, who added, “We
couldn’t find the net. We made one
mistake in the back, and that was a
goal, but we made up for it.”

“Personally, I think it was a clinic all
over the field by Scotch Plains,” Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky claimed.
“Unfortunately, a mistake in the very
beginning of the match gave them a
goal. Other than that, their opportuni-
ties were tremendously limited. Our
guys played with intensity. They wanted
to prove that we are the best team in the
county. I learned that it’s extremely
difficult to play on a bandbox field like
this when we are used to playing on a
field like ours, that is 70-yards wide.”

Cougar forward Pat Hartnett, who
leads the county in scoring with 21
goals, was kept in check by Raider
Joey D’Annunzio and only got off a
few shots on goal.

“Joey D’Annunzio! An absolute
tremendous job each and every time
against people, who quote, unquote
score an ‘X’ number of goals! Hartnett
had one shot, two maybe. Joey takes
those guys and shuts them down,”
coach Breznitsky said. “Joey and
Chris Freeman are the best combina-
tion of center backs in the state. We

have given up nine goals all season
and one of the primary reasons is
those two guys.”

However, Hartnett nearly ended the
game in the final minutes of regula-
tion when he was standing alone with
the ball near the goal and prepared to
launch the ball, but Zukofsky made a
diving save.

“If he hit it just a little bit harder, I
think he may have been able to get it
past Zukofsky, but the kid made a
tremendous save. He made several
big saves, and so did Boyer. I think
you saw the two best goalkeepers in
the county right here.”

Boyer, who did make several amaz-
ing saves, was put to the test the most
seven minutes into the game when
Raider Brian Kahn drilled a right-to-
left shot that forced him to dive to his
right to knock it down. As the ball
rolled toward Raider Zach
Flanzmann, Boyer scrambled just in
time to block his shot.

“Scotch Plains takes a lot of far-out
shots. I had to be ready, on my toes the
whole entire time,” Boyer said. “They
hit a couple of nice balls. The header
they scored, there was nothing we
could do about that. They hit hard and
low shots.”

The Cougars’ most shining mo-
ments came in the second overtime,
when they out-shot the Raiders, 4-1.

“I was proud of our boys, espe-
cially in the overtime,” coach Curci
said. “I think we dominated the over-
time. We had some great chances,
and you saw the determination in the
eyes of our players too. We had two
strong teams. I think we both deserve
to be where we are. Hopefully, we
will get a chance to meet them again,
either in the counties or the states.”

“I’m looking forward to that,”
Greaney added. “It was a great game
today, so it will be real fun to play
them again.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 0 0 1
Cranford 1 0 0 0 1

Cougars’ PK Nips Raiders, 1-0,
For UCT Girls Soccer Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five years in a row, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team entered the Union County
Tournament (UCT) title game and
four times, it came out on top. This
year, senior Taylor D’Antico drilled a
penalty kick into the lower left corner
with 24:31 on the clock in the first
half to give the No. 20, fifth-seeded
Cranford Cougars a 1-0 victory and
the UCT championship over the No.
11, second-seeded Raiders at A.L.
Johnson in Clark on October 31.

The stage was set when Cougar
forward Jen Folger went down, and
the referee awarded a penalty kick.
D’Antico, who scored the game-win-
ning penalty kick in the shootout vic-
tory against top-seeded Westfield in
the semifinals on October 25, lined
up and slid her shot into the lower left
part of the goal, just out of the reach
of Raider goalie Paige Della Badia.

“I don’t know if she got clipped or
not,” Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing
said. “Whether she did, you are talk-
ing about the Union County final.
That’s a tough call to make in a county
final. The referee makes the decision.
He made the call. He’s got to live with
it. They didn’t have much else other
than the penalty kick.”

“It definitely was a foul,” Cougar

Head Coach Jen Michewicz said. “I
would have liked to see us score with-
out it, but it was definitely a foul. I
was confident that Taylor D’Antico
could make it.”

“When it came down to the PK
[penalty kick], I stepped up there, and
I knew I wanted that kick, and I had
all the confidence to get it,” D’Antico
said. “Our team is incredible! We are
so bonded. We are all friends. We all
hang out all the time. We wanted it so
badly, and we came out here and did
it. It’s a great experience!”

Since an early-season loss to
Westfield, the 15-2-2 Cougars have
reeled off 12 straight wins until los-
ing to New Providence, 1-0, earlier in
the week.

“We lost to New Prov[idence] ear-
lier this week. It’s hard for any team
to go through the entire season play-
ing their best,” coach Michewicz said.
“It was one of those days. We didn’t
come out at our best, and they took
advantage of the opportunity. We said,
‘you know what? We know what this
feels like to have it happen in this
game. Now we look forward to Scotch
Plains on Saturday.’ We really made a
commitment to ourselves that we were
coming back.”

“Losing that game made us come
out here and play 100 times stronger,”
D’Antico commented.

Both teams’ defenses allowed few
serious shots on goal, with each team
taking seven shots but only two from
each becoming a threat. The 14-2-1
Raiders’ biggest threats came in the
final four minutes. With constant pres-
sure from senior co-captain Sarah
Canfield, the Cougar defense was back
peddling, then Sarah Vanbuskirk
crossed a shot to Jackie Mains, but
Cougar goalie Lauren Grandal (2 saves)
made a brilliant stop. A little later,
Avika Shah came down the right side-
line and made a great lead to Vanbuskirk,
but the lead was just a little bit out of her
reach to make a shot.

“They got that right away goal, and
we just couldn’t find the net,” Canfield
said.

“We graduated 10 seniors last year.
I don’t think anybody expected us to
come back, so I think something has
to be said about these girls, who are
here, and what they did,” coach Ewing
said. “I am proud of my girls, the way
they played, the way they handled
themselves.”

“They were here for five years in a
row,” coach Michewicz said. “It came
down to this was our year. We felt
that, if we wanted it this much, we
had to fight for it to be here. They are
a good team. It’s unbelievable!”
Cranford 1 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

Lady Blue Devils Rip
J.P. Stevens, 8-0

The top-seeded, third-ranked, 17-0-
2 Westfield High School girls soccer
team shutout J.P. Stevens, 8-0, in the
first round of the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 tournament in Westfield on
November 2. Sam Costello scored three
goals, Hannah Kronick flicked in two
goals and Meg Freudenheim, Amanda
Markowski and Tracy Kaplan added
one goal each.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE KICK OFF…Raider Lauren Rosenthal, No. 17, gets the kick off before Cougar Emily Lupin, No. 22, can
get to it. Raider Avika Shah, No. 21, clears the area.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOOTING THE BALL DOWNFIELD…Cougar Ryan Lopes, No. 3, boots the ball
downfield before Raider Brendan McEvoy, No. 7, can get in position to block it.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

CUSTOM COLONIAL BUILT BY
 D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

COLONIAL RANCH

SPLIT LEVEL
NEW CONSTRUCTION BY

D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

$899,900

$849,000 $889,000

$1,200,000
$2,755,000

New 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Energy Star constructed Custom Colonial featuring inviting
mahogany front porch and beautiful architectural details throughout. Gourmet Eat-In-
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, Master Bath
with jetted tub and stall shower, 2nd floor laundry room, Central Air and 2 car built-in
garage are just some of the amenities of this home. MLS # 2721294

This notable “builder’s own” 4 Bedroom, 2 Full and 2 Half Bath Custom Colonial boasts the
very best of dramatic design combined with top quality upgrades and amenities. Eat-In-
Kitchen, Great Room with gas fireplace, 1st floor Master Suite, additional 600 sq. ft. of
unfinished space on level 2, and a 3 car attached garage. Set on almost an acre, a tranquil tree
lined street, yet moments from shops, schools, transportation & recreation. MLS # 2679969

This grand 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Ranch, on .9 acre of beautifully landscaped property, is
situated on a quiet cul de sac. Drive up the circular driveway and walk into the bright entry
foyer with a skylight. Large living room with cathedral ceiling & fireplace, Formal Dining
Room and Family Room with wood burning fireplace which steps down to a sunroom with
2 skylights and many windows. The updated kitchen with skylight leads to the patio and
heated in ground pool and a park-like backyard surrounded by mature trees. MLS # 2712228

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Split Level located on a quiet cul-de-sac, amidst tall trees and a beautiful
park-like setting, this home features updated kitchen and baths, hardwood floors, open floor
plan, Living Room with a gas fireplace, Dining Room with doors that open to a spacious deck
overlooking a scenic private yard, wonderful for entertaining. Central Air Conditioning and
gas heat updated in 2003, new paver walkway to front door, newly paved driveway and many
amenities. Partially finished basement and oversized 2 car attached garage. MLS # 2693595

Energy Star Certified New Construction by D. Villane Construction. Expansion possibilities
with walkup attic can make this a 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath home. Large rooms and nice flow
make this home great for entertaining. Large kitchen can accommodate a 4‘x6.5‘ island and
plenty of room left for large dinette table. This Gourmet kitchen includes stainless steel
appliances, pantry and granite tops. Beautiful trim details and custom colors throughout.
Walkout basement is large, bright and ready to be finished. Basement is pre plumbed for
a full bath. Steel beams in basement and garage eliminate obstructing lally columns. Front
porch (6‘x20‘) is sized for comfortable gatherings. Mature trees on over .25 ac. Close to
schools, town & NYC transportation. MLS # 2721948

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2722840

$575,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


