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SCRUDATO PLACES SECOND, LEEPER FINISHES THIRD

Blue Devil X-C Boys Capture
Union County Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Ryan Scrudato and sopho-
more Jack Leahy weathered the
muddy conditions, as did the rest of
the field, and finished second and
third, respectively, to help the No. 6-
ranked Westfield High School boys
cross-country team capture the Union
County crown at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 29. The Blue Devil
girls finished third in their race with
97 points behind Cranford at 94 and
Summit, the winners with 51 points.

All seven Blue Devil boys finished
in the top 14 to come up with a total
of 33, well ahead of Union Catholic
that finished second with 91 points
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood that to-
taled 116 points. Cranford finished
fourth with 126.

Scrudato and the entire Blue Devil
squad was running in a close pack,
which included Union Catholic
standout DJ Thornton, for the first
mile.

“We started off a little slow, like
5:20, but then we stepped it up in the
second mile. The last mile we were
moving into the woods. I tried to
catch him but we separated a little to

much,” Scrudato explained. “The
going out slow tactic actually helped
us out in the pack. We were seven
strong at the mile marker and we
moved from there.”

As they neared the finish line,
Thornton stretched it out to cross first
in a time of 16:34 but Scrudato put on
a burst of speed and sprinted toward
the finish line to cross in 16:44 de-
spite the very muddy conditions.
Leahy finished in 16:52.

“I don’t know where that came
from. It was a little adrenalin. The
fans! My white shoes got a little
brown,” chuckled Scrudato. “It gives

us a little practice. We have been
training with hard workouts in the
rain. Ready for any conditions!”

Raider Alex Parker finished fifth
with a time of 16:53. Blue Devils
Mike Kelley and Zach Lizmi finished
8-9 with respective times of 17:00
and 17:05. Blue Devil Andrew Kirna
crossed 11th at 17:11 followed by
Raider Brandon Wheeler at 17:14
and Blue Devils John Kirna and Tyler
Cusick with respective times of 17:15
and 17:17. Raider Vidhan Malik
placed 23rd at 17:43.

The Raider girls were unable to
compete for the team title due illness
but junior Kathleen Leeper kept hang-

GRAY HITS HUGO FOR TD, SCANLON RETURNS FUMBLE

Blue Devil Grid Boys ‘Trick’
Tigers, 24-7, Allow 1 ‘Treat’

and linebacker Chris Fantini blocked
a Linden field goal attempt from the
23, picked up the ball and returned it
to the 32.

“We needed that big time! We knew
they were going to run, so we had to
wake up somehow,” said Gray, who
also punted twice for a net 87 yards.

On Westfield’s next series, Gray
added a 25-yard reception, but even-
tually, he had to punt and the ball
came to rest on the Linden three. But
the real wakeup formula came late in
the second quarter on a third-and-17
situation after Kerr was sacked and
Westfield called a timeout. Kerr
handed off to Jhakyse Williams, who
handed off to Gray, who was rolling
to the right. As the Tiger defensive
backs moved forward, Gray fired to
Nolasco, who was wide open. Nolasco
(3 receptions, 51 yards) simply
skipped into the end zone to complete
a 38-yard TD play with 1:16 left in
the half.

“It was basically Jhakyse handing
off to me and I threw it over to Hugo.
I feel its hard when I think, ‘Oh God.
I can’t mess up.’ I felt like that woke
up the whole team,” Gray said. “We
had to get something to spark our
offense because our defense has been
playing really good. Finally, we had
one spark and that was all we needed.”

“That wasn’t the play in my head
when I walked out there [Time out]. I
think the kids convinced me to run it,”
Coach DeSarno confessed. “If it
works, it works, if it doesn’t, it doesn’t!
I thought we were playing OK and it
worked! We tweaked it this week. We
practiced it yesterday to get it ready.”

The sack on Kerr also woke up the
Blue Devil offense to counter the Tiger
blitz. Twice Kerr (6 completions, 12
attempts, 58 yards) read the blitz and
successfully passed over the middle to
tight end Aiden Scanlon (2 receptions, Probitas Verus Honos

HEROUX TIES IN SHOOTOUT, HEINE BURIES WINNER

Blue Devils Leap to Finals,
Stop Raiders in UCT Semi’s

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Enthusiasm and determination
shined brightly in the match-up be-
tween the second-seeded, 16th-ranked
Westfield High School boys’ soccer
team and third-seeded, ninth-ranked
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) semifi-
nal game at A.L. Johnson’s Nolin
Field in Clark on October 30.

Ryan Heine found the right loca-
tion in the second round of penalty
kicks, to claim a 4-3 victory and send
the Blue Devils to the finals for the
first time since 1996.

With the winds to their backs, the
16-2-2 Raiders controlled the ball in
Westfield territory early in the first
half with the exception of a few brief
Blue Devil attacks. Just three min-
utes in, Michael DelSordi, on an as-
sist by Matt Greaney, slid in the first
goal from inside the penalty box.

Twelve minutes later, Brian Kahn
tallied his goal to make the score, 2-
0, after Blue Devil goalie Adam Fine
rejected Zak Flanzman’s vicious shot.
By halftime, the Raiders unleashed
six shots at goalie Adam Fine and the
Blue Devils four on goalie Anthony
Zukofsky.

Westfield held the upper edge in
ball control, but the name of the game
is to put the ball into the goal. That
happened when midfielder Joe
Greenspan, attacking from the cen-
ter, ripped a shot inside the left side of
the post. Three minutes later,
midfielder Heine successfully
launched a header that found the mark
to tie the game at 2-2.

The Raiders also had fine opportu-
nities but the Blue Devil defenders
positioned themselves well and suc-
cessfully knocked away incoming
shots. With 11:32 left, Greenspan
broke away from a defender at the top

of the penalty box and deposited his
left-footed shot into the upper right
corner of the cage to give the Blue
Devils a 3-2 lead.

The Raiders struck hard and deep
in Blue Devil territory. Finally, with
12 ticks left in regulation, Joe
D’Annunzio fed the ball inside the
box to Steven Bello, who’s header
struck inside the left side of the net
for a 3-3 score, forcing overtime.
Neither team created opportunities to
score in the two 10-minute sudden
death overtimes.

“I am so proud of our kids on how
they fought back, fought hard in over-
time and gave it everything they had,”
Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner said. “Give credit to Scotch
Plains. They never gave up and threw
everything they had at us, including
the kitchen sink. It was a great feed by
Matt Daly that set up the third goal
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Pat Gray and Hugo Nolasco
had co-starring roles in a “trick” play
late in the first half that seemed to
awaken their defense in the second
half en route to the 5-2 Westfield
High School football team’s 24-7 vic-
tory over 4-3 Linden in Linden on
October 30.

However, before the “trick,” the
Blue Devils’ first-team defense that
had not yielded a touchdown (TD)
drive all season, “treated” the 4-3
Tigers to an 11-play, 51-yard scoring
drive on their first possession in the
first quarter. Linden linebacker
Kranston Green set up the scenario
by intercepting Westfield quarterback

Danny Kerr’s pass and returning it to
the Linden 49. From there, running
back William Ingram carried on all
but two plays and finished it off with
a two-yard TD with 4:04 on the clock.
Ingram rushed 46 yards on the series
but would add only another 30 for the
remainder of the game.

“We knew how talented they were
offensively,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Jim DeSarno said. “Ingram and the
fullback [Kevin Rodriguez] are tough.
They ran the football on everybody
they played. It was a matter of could
we stop it. In the beginning, we didn’t
do a great job, but I really liked how
we just battled and battled.”

The Blue Devils’ defense did
tighten up on the Tigers next series

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

UCT Cross-Country
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Westfield/SPF Boys Soccer

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STAYING IN THE TOP PACK…All seven Blue Devil boys run with the leading pack at the half-mile point in the Union
County championships. The Blue Devils took first.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BANGING HIS WAY TO A TD…Blue Devil A.J. Murray, No. 9, bashed seven
yards for a touchdown in the fourth quarter.
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Invite Ana & Claudia in,
and they’ll bring results!

Ana
DeFigueiredo

Call For
More Information!

Westfield...Charming Cape Cod in a quiet section of Westfield just 1/2 block from Jefferson School.
This home features 4 Bedrooms, Living Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, Updated Bathroom, Finished
Basement with Family Room and a spacious Deck overlooking a large Backyard. Call today for your
personal tour! This is a great home priced to sell, it will not last! $399,000. MLS # 2723906

CAPE COD

Claudia
Carmo

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

54 Mohawk Trail, Westfield $1,375,000

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

Fabulous 1 1/2 year young 5 BR; 5.5 BA custom Colonial nestled on a 1/3 acre of property offers spacious floor plan.
Wonderfully appointed thru out including beautiful millwork; 2-story Foyer leading to a Liv Rm; FDR w/ butlers pantry
& wet bar; EIK w/granite counters & wonderful walk in Pantry; Fam Rm w/fplc; uniquely architected sun rm. & attached
garage leading to Mud Rm. The second floor boasts 4 Bedrooms including a large Master Suite w/full bath, fplc., and his/
her walk in closets.  The 3rd floor offers a retreat to an additional Bedroom w/full bath.  All this, plus a newly finished
basement with Rec Rm, Office, full bath and walk out to large, level fenced backyard. Easy Commute to NYC!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 8th • 1-4PM

Yankee Johnny Damon
Born November 5, 1973
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