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Workshop Assists
In College-Aid Process
MOUNTAINSIDE — A free par-

ent-student college workshop, entitled
“College Financial Aid/FAFSA,” will
take place from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. on
Monday, November 16, at the
Mountainside Public Libary. The work-
shop will provide a complete overview
of the financial aid process.

Topics to be discussed include a
financial aid overview, applying for
student aid, determining financial need
and tips for filling out the FAFSA.

College Choice Consultants LLC, a
one-on-one college planning company,
will present the session.

To reserve a seat, contact Michael
Fleyzor at (732) 381-9685 or e-mail
mfleyzor@juno.com, or contact
Mountainside Public Library at (908)
233-0115.

RESCUE ME…During a staff in-service in October, paraprofessionals in the
Westfield Public Schools attended a hands-on training on adult and child CPR.
The course, taught by 10 instructors from the Westfield/Mountainside chapter of
the American Red Cross, was attended by 50 paraprofessionals, who are in
contact with students every school day. All of the participants passed the
examination, which followed the training course. The course included training in
life-saving skills that included checking and caring for a victim, helping a
conscious and unconscious choking victim, performing rescue breathing and
performing CPR on an adult and child.

Westfield Teachers Attend
Prof.-Development Seminars
WESTFIELD – On Monday, Octo-

ber 12, in observance of Columbus
Day, the Westfield Public Schools were
closed for students. Classrooms re-
mained open, however, for faculty and
staff, who participated in a coordinated
program of professional development.

“District staff members participated
in a variety of meaningful professional
development sessions at this year’s first
district in-service day,” said Margaret
Dolan, superintendent of schools.

According to the superintendent,
“Based on comprehensive surveys to
staff that were completed earlier this
year, sessions were designed to meet
identified needs and enhance ongoing
training appropriate for professions in
our school district.”

More than a dozen programs were
offered, with teachers, administrators,
counselors, librarians and paraprofes-
sionals in attendance. Some examples
included:

The Westfield/Mountainside chap-
ter of the Red Cross provided CPR
instruction for elementary and inter-
mediate level paraprofessionals.

Student support counselors at
Westfield High School attended a ses-
sion with a professional facilitator,
Mykee Fowlin, on “Connecting Chil-
dren to the Curriculum.”

District nurses reviewed the devel-
opment of health plans for students,
as well as airway management in
relation to Asthma.

In commenting on the professional
development that took place on Octo-
ber 12, a school librarian commented,
“This was the best library workshop
ever.”

One of the teachers attending a Smart
Board workshop commented, “This was
beneficial for all subjects.”

The next district-wide in-service is
scheduled for February 16, 2010.

SPFHS Announces
Merit Semifinalists

SCOTCH PLAINS – David Heisey,
principal of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, and Timothy Donahue,
supervisor of counseling, announced
recently that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School seniors Sophie Chou
and Zachary Flanzman were named
semifinalists in the 55th annual 2010
National Merit Scholarship Program.

This designation identifies these
outstanding young students among
the 16,000 highest scoring students
nationwide on the PSAT/NMSQT
exam of critical reading, math and
writing skills.

Sophie and Zachary now have op-
portunities to continue in the compe-
tition for some 8,200 National Merit
Scholarships, worth more than $35
million, that will be offered next
spring.

To become a finalist, a semifinalist
must have an outstanding academic
record throughout high school, be
endorsed and recommended by the
high school principal, and earn an
SAT score that confirms the student’s
earlier performance on the qualifying
test.

In addition, semifinalists and a high
school official must submit a detailed
scholarship application, which in-
cludes the student’s self-descriptive
essay and information about the
semifinalist’s participation and lead-
ership in school and community ac-
tivities.

Merit Scholar designees are se-
lected on the basis of their skills,
accomplishments, and potential for
success in rigorous college studies.

Zachary Flanzman and Sophie Chou

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Honors Newly Tenured Staff
SCOTCH PLAINS – In what has

become an annual event, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
held a reception on Thursday, Octo-
ber 15, honoring the district’s newly
tenured teachers.

Board members passed a resolu-
tion reaffirming the district’s com-
mitment to hiring only the most quali-
fied candidates, expecting exceptional
performance by staff and promoting
the maximum performance and
achievement at all times by every
staff member.

District teaching staff members
who achieved tenure in the district
with the start of the 2009-10 school
year included Raquel Santiago, Driss
Senhaji and Kate Vanderheyden
(Brunner School); Laura Burns and
Charlene Jackson (Coles School);
Jessica Cavaliere, Emily Downs,
Bronna Lipton and Alyssa Thuring
(Evergreen School); Mercedes Korn,
Melissa Pankiewitz and Suzanne
Patino (McGinn School); Marina
Beirne, Caitlin Mahony and Melissa
Oksala (School One); Amy
Bengivenga-Johnson and Sarah
Blessing (Park Middle School); Tara
Aker, Stefanie Brodsky, Ellen Loftus,
Barbara Madurski, Diane Ross,

ON BOARD…At a mid-October reception, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education honored those teachers who achieved tenure in the district.

Stephanie Russo and Ingrid Winters
(Terrill Middle School); Lynn
Canfield, Daniela Davidzon,
Marjorie Fitzgibbon, Sandra Kudron,
Kristine Lockwood, William Miller,
Paula Schaffer, Daniel Valentine,
John Veninger and Susan Wolf
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School), and Thomas Gavor (Spe-
cial Services).

As a memento of the occasion, the
honored teachers were presented with
a pen and copy of the book, “A Cup of
Comfort for Teachers” by Colleen
Sell.

Cranford Public Schools
Net $9,000 in New Grants

By STEPHEN F. IZZO
Former CSDA Program Coordinator and Manager of

Grants for the Cranford Public School District

CRANFORD – Grants from TD
Bank and Wal-Mart are helping to fund
improved literacy by students in
Cranford.

Specifically, a $5,000 grant from
the TD Bank Foundation, just awarded
to the Cranford Fund for Educational
Excellence (CFEE), a partner to the
Cranford Public Schools, and a $1,000
grant from Wal-Mart in Watchung,
are helping fund the 2009-2010
Cranford School District Reading
Academy (CSDA).

The CSDA Program, in its sixth year,

helps students overcome severe read-
ing issues like dyslexia, and it is fully
funded through grants and donations.

Wal-Mart has been a regular sup-
porter of the CSDA since 2006, fund-
ing over $16,000 in grants that have
enabled students in need to gain extra
reading help.

Separately, Cranford Public
Schools recently won a $3,000 grant
from Target Corporation that will fund
Peer Leadership Training at Orange
Avenue School (OAS), a grade 3-8
school, in which student leaders are
learning to be role models for their
younger peers at OAS and across the
district.

Ntl. Honor Society Inducts
Seventy-Seven Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains an-
nounced the induction of 77 students
into the National Honor Society. The
event took place on October 13 in the
school’s auditorium.

The program included remarks by
Humanities teacher Kimberly Leegan
and four students who described the
principles set forth by the National
Honor Society: service, character,
scholarship and leadership.

The following students have met
all the requirements set forth by the
National Honor Society:

Class of 2010 Inductees
Toriann Beckman

Alex Bricki
Damian Bzdyra
Michael Cahill

Megan Carr
Briana Cash

Daniel Chapman
John Cierpial
Jamie Ciocon

Kevin Coughlan
Alexandra D’Aluisio

Alexandra Fee
Jaclyn Ferrie

Caitlin Finnegan
Megan Furlong

Gregory Gedman
Nicholas Gelowitz

Erica Gianella
Shweta Gohil

Arielle Gonzalez
John Hao

David Herren
Florianne Jalac

Thomas Kaluzny
Keith Kilanowski
Stephanie Leso

Charity Lombardo
Robert Magella

Nicholas Malapit
Lisa Manhit

Samantha Marques
Jordan Morrisey

Catherine Munkittrick
Christopher Murray
Echesia Nwizugbo

Nathalia Obara
Matthew O’Donnell

Irene Orejudos
Aaron Pinkard

Stephanie Ramirez
Ashley Robinson
Brianne Sinclair
Alexander Tran

Amy Zofcin

Class of 2011 Inductees
Tara Alves

Kenya Cabrera
Colleen Cassidy

Elizabeth Chamis
Michael Chase
Jessica Colucci

Timothy Connell
Brian Douress

Erin Farley
Meghan Gaczynski
Melissa Halbeisen
Sydney Handsman

Brian Hartnett
Dominique Hayward

Joseph Landry
Vincent LaRocca

John Majano
Marissa Mastrocola

Brian Milanes

Ronald Munkittrick
Caroline Nucatola

James Pereira
Yarlie Pierre-Louis
Katherine Rivera
Alexandra Rojas
Michelle Ryngel

Sean Sarra
Joseph Seebode

Sean Siburn
Caresse Simmonds

Jenna Socci
Megan Tosato

Jenna Trongone

WELCOME TO THE SOCIETY…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
announced the induction of 77 students into the National Honor Society. The event
took place on October 13 in the school’s auditorium. Pictured, from left to right,
are: student speakers Alexandra Fee ’10, Alex Bricki ’10, Jamie Ciocon ’10 and
Nicholas Malapit ’10.  See article at left.

Paige Price to Visit
Wardlaw-Hartridge

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison welcomes Paige
Price, a multi-talented dance and the-
atre professional with Broadway ex-
perience.

The program will be held on Fri-
day, November 6, beginning at 1 p.m.
in the lecture hall at the school, which
is located at 1295 Inman Avenue in
Edison. A professional-style mock
audition is being planned

Ms. Price appeared in John Patrick
Shanley’s first musical, composed by
Henry Krieiger, Romantic Poetry in
New York last fall.

In addition to appearing in the first
season of the NBC hit “ED,” which
was filmed in Westfield, her numer-
ous TV and film appearances include
All The Right Moves (with Tom
Cruise) and “Newhart,” in addition to
TV movies and commercials.

Ms. Price has hosted the Tony
Award’s live Red Carpet webcasts
since 2002.
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‘STIR IT UP’ Speaks
To Drug Awareness

WESTFIELD – A drug- and alco-
hol-awareness event, “STIR IT UP,”
is planned for Wednesday, November
11, from 7 to 9 p.m. at Westfield High
School.

The event will feature guest speak-
ers, including the Union County as-
sistant prosecutor and a Berkeley
Heights father whose daughter was
killed by an impaired driver. The pub-
lic will also hear from young adults
who are now in rehabilitation and
secondary-school counselors. At the
end, there will be time for questions.

All parents of Westfield children
are encouraged to attend, and inter-
mediate and high school students are
also welcomed. Union County Assis-
tant Prosecutor Carol Berger said,
“Substance and alcohol abuse affects
culturally diverse populations; it
knows no socio-economic boundaries
or cultural boundaries; it does not
discriminate.”

Hadassah Chapter
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold a
general meeting on Monday, No-
vember 9, at noon at Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Elaine Durbach, bu-
reau chief for the Central New Jer-
sey Jewish News, will be the guest
speaker. Ms. Durbach will speak on
“Being Jewish in South Africa.”

Members also are invited for a
book club discussion prior to the
meeting at 10:30 a.m. This month’s
book selection is “Love and Other
Impossible Pursuits,” by Ayelet
Waldman. Dessert and coffee will
be served. For more information,
call Carole Thau at (908) 771-9251.

Hetfield House to Hold Cooking Demonstration
MOUNTAINSIDE – An 18th-cen-

tury cooking demonstration hosted by
Joan Barna will be held on Sunday,
November 15, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House.

Dressed in appropriate period cos-
tume, Ms. Barna will prepare seasonal
dishes using period recipes, tools and
techniques, replicating what it was like
to be a homemaker during that era.

Since 1984, she has been conducting
cooking events at the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield, where she has

used the beehive oven for baking breads
and cakes.

The Hetfield House does not have an
operating beehive oven, but does have
a fireplace to demonstrate cooking soups
or stews as it was done centuries ago.

Saturday and Sunday, November 14
and 15, are regularly scheduled open
house dates for the Hetfield House. All
are welcome. The Hetfield House is
located on Constitution Drive adjacent
to the Mountainside Public Library.
For more information, call Alice Cowell
at (908) 518-1602.

A PERFORMANCE OF EPIC PROPORTIONS… Roosevelt School is presenting
the comedic play Epic Proportions next week.  Show times are Thursday, Novem-
ber 12, at 4 p.m., Friday, November 13, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, November 14,
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $7 at the door.


