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Highland Ave. Crosswalk Must Be
Addressed Before Installation

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, November 12, 2009 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and 
Saturday, November 14, 2009 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 3 7   years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child
related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2009
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY,NOVEMER 14, 2009
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Write whatever you want. We’ll publish it.
Effective, convenient and reasonably priced.

At your leisure, do it all online at www.goleader.com/express

Express Yourself

We are very concerned that the High-
land Avenue crosswalk will be installed
before our neighborhood’s concerns about
its placement are addressed.

On October 26, we, along with the
Gardens’ residents who signed our peti-
tion, received an e-mail from Mayor Andy
Skibitsky regarding the proposed High-
land Avenue crosswalk. Our neighbor-
hood greatly appreciates that information
is being made public about the process
involved in choosing the crosswalk loca-
tion, and we know that we all share the
same goal of providing a safe crosswalk.

However, we do not feel that the
mayor’s letter addresses or provides solu-
tions for the following concerns:

The proposed crosswalk area has an
active driveway on one end and a storm
sewer and view-obstructing utility pole
on the other end.

Traffic approaches the children from
four directions in the proposed cross-
walk, making it difficult for them to de-
cide if they should look in front of them,
behind them or to the right or left side to
safely cross the street.

Although the Highland/Sinclair Av-
enue intersection is relatively quiet dur-
ing most of the day, it is extremely busy
during the morning hours that children
walk to school. Many cars use this inter-
section – at the exact same time that the
children will cross – as a route to Moun-
tain Avenue and Route 22.

Over a three-day period, between the
hours of 8:15 and 8:45 a.m., we observed
and recorded the number of cars traveling
through the Highland/Sinclair intersec-
tion. In this half-hour period, an average
of 101 cars passed through this intersec-
tion each day.

More than twice the number of cars
drove through the proposed crosswalk
location than was the case on the other
side of Sinclair Avenue, which is an alter-
nate location that has been suggested. In
the event that a crosswalk is installed in
the proposed location, we would like to
know if traffic-controlling devices can be
installed and whether or not a crossing
guard will be placed there.

In his e-mail to us and the residents
who signed our petition, Mayor Skibitsky
criticized us for showing the incorrect
utility pole placement in our photos. In
fact, the location that we showed in the
photo is exactly where the utility pole was
going to be placed – and the stake that
PSE&G used to mark where it would be
relocated is still in the ground. We did not
find out until after the petitions were
signed and handed in that the pole was
going to be moved again.

This pole will now be moved else-
where, but not because we did not like it,
as Mayor Skibitsky suggested in his e-
mail. It will be moved solely because it
obstructed our view of children in the
crosswalk when we backed out of our
driveway and was a safety hazard. The
town’s denial of this view obstruction at
the October 13 Town Council meeting
had a great deal to do with the actions that
followed.

Mayor Skibitsky also stated in his e-
mail that we “staged” the photos on our
petition photo sheet, implying that they
were somehow deceptive. Below the pho-
tos, we included very clear captions stat-
ing that they were not taken on a school
day and that they demonstrated the traffic
conditions that the children using the
crosswalk could face. The purpose of the
photos was solely to illustrate the proxim-
ity of the driveway to the children and
how difficult it was for them to decide
where to look, with traffic approaching
from so many directions. We purposely
took these photos on a school holiday
with close parental supervision to ensure
the safety of the children. When we pre-
sented the photos at the Town Council
meeting, we specifically stated this.

In the mayor’s e-mail, a statement was
made about a mature tree needing to be
removed if the crosswalk were placed on
the other side of Sinclair Avenue. How-
ever, last year, when the town installed
new curbing on Highland Avenue, the
roots of all of the adjacent mature trees
were cut to accommodate the Belgium
block. In some places, the cuts were made
to within 18” of the tree trunk. Concerned
for the trees’ well being, we took pictures
of this and spoke to the Public Works
Department. We were told that it is com-
mon practice for the town to do this and
that the trees would be fine. The mature
tree in question is much farther away
from the alternate location of the cross-
walk, so we are unclear as to why it would
have to be removed.

We appreciate the work that has been
done by the Public Safety Committee and
the town safety officials to place a cross-
walk on Highland Avenue. And, we ap-
preciate that information was shared on
the location decision. We were also told
that an Independent Safety Opinion was
obtained. However, we understand that
this opinion was based on maps and not
an actual site visit. In order for our neigh-
borhood to have the most complete and
accurate information, would it be pos-
sible to make public the safety evalua-
tions that were conducted on the pro-
posed location?

Given the amount of traffic and the
number of safety concerns in the pro-
posed location, we requested at the Octo-
ber 27 Town Council meeting that a more
comprehensive traffic safety study be
conducted, during the morning hours that
children will actually use the crosswalk,
prior to installing a Highland Avenue
crosswalk. We hope that our
neighborhood’s specific concerns will be
considered as part of this and that alterna-
tive locations will be included in the evalu-
ation.

The mayor’s e-mail also states that
according to the Federal Highway Safety
Administration, “a crosswalk at an inter-
section is defined as the extension of the
sidewalk across the intersection, regard-
less of whether it is marked or not.” This
being the case, many de facto crosswalks
thus exist on Highland Avenue. Perhaps,
a more comprehensive traffic safety evalu-
ation will pinpoint alternative crosswalk
locations that may be safer and also con-
venient.

Although there are no laws in place that
prohibit a crosswalk from being installed
adjacent to an active driveway, common
sense dictates that children should not be
directed to cross the street in such an area,
especially when there are other viable
alternative locations available.

Karen and Brian Karnofsky
Westfield

Come Wine and Dine
At Investment Event
GARWOOD – The Investment

Management Division of
Redfield, Blonsky & Co. cordially
invites members of the commu-
nity to attend its Second Invest-
ment Conference on Thursday,
November 12, beginning at 6 p.m.
at The Westwood, located at 438
North Avenue in Garwood.

A light meal, beer and wine will
be served. Reservations are re-
quired. To respond, contact Donna
at (908) 276-7226 or
dmann@rbcpa.com by Monday,
November 9.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Inaugural Rutgers ELH Foundation Fall Social
Takes Place at Wests’ Home In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The first annual
Rutgers University Edmund L. Hous-
ton (ELH) Foundation Fall Social
fundraiser was held at the home of
Al and Denise West in Westfield on
November 1. In attendance were
Rutgers Graduate School of Busi-
ness alumni, current students and
friends of the ELH Foundation. The
event was sponsored by Global Real
Estate Holdings. The ELH Founda-
tion provides a fellowship for one
minority graduate student in a
Rutgers MBA program each year. It
also awards one graduating student

the Alfreda P. Robinson Award.
Alfreda Robinson, a retired dean of
Student Services at Rutgers Gradu-
ate School of Business, was in atten-
dance. Patrice Senior of North
Brunswick was the recipient of this
year’s Fellowship. Gentry Long was
the recipient of the Alfreda P.
Robinson Award. Denise West, cur-
rent ELH Foundation president, and
her husband, Al, are both alumni of
Rutgers Graduate School of Busi-
ness.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

DEBUT EVENT...Al and Denise West, host and president of the Edmund L.
Houston Foundation, are joined by Marilyn Rivera, Harold Ford and Julian
Ford, Global Real Estate Holdings; current Rutgers MBA students and Alfreda
P. Robinson (center).

Optimist Club of Westfield, Known For
Graduation BASH, Celebrates 20th Year

TWENTY YEARS OF OPTIMISM…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, pictured
center in his office, recently signed a proclamation acknowledging the 20th
Anniversary of the Optimist Club of Westfield. Pictured with Mayor Skibitsky
are Optimist Club past presidents, standing left to right: Michael Walsh, Marty
Silverman, James Fleming, Don Pray, Russ Finestein, Jeffrey Feldman, Mitchell
Newmark, current president, Frank Schwarzer and Rob Shaffer.

WESTFIELD — The Optimist Club of
Westfield celebrated its 20th anniversary
recently with current and former mem-
bers. A not-for-profit service club com-
posed of men and women who live and/or
work in the Westfield area, the 60 mem-
bers of the Westfield chapter have served
the community for 20 years, providing
‘optimism’ through service projects, com-
munity activities, support for needy fami-
lies, and academic programs and compe-
titions.

Chartered as a chapter of Optimist In-
ternational in 1989 as an organization
whose mission is dedicated to being “a
friend of youth,” club members conduct
service projects that benefit youth and
community. The members of the organi-
zation touch upwards of 2,500 young
people and more than 500 adults in
Westfield each year.

The signature project is Project Gradu-
ation BASH, the all-night graduation party
for the Westfield High School senior class
on the evening of graduation. 2009 was
also the 20th anniversary of the Optimist
Club Project Graduation BASH, a tradi-
tion for graduating seniors. The purpose
of the party is to provide a fun, safe, drug-
and alcohol-free atmosphere for the se-
nior class to celebrate their high school
graduation. Over 7,000 Westfield High
School graduates have had joyous and
safe celebrations at the annual Project
Graduation BASH.

In 2009, the Optimist Club assumed
full responsibility for presenting and spon-
soring a new project, the Westfield
Haunted House, held on October 31, at
the Westfield Memorial Pool. This spe-
cial event provided another opportunity
for children and adults to enjoy a safe and
scary Halloween experience.

For many years, the club has sponsored
academic oratorical and essay competi-
tions at all levels in the Westfield Public
School system; organized the Hands-On-
Science Program for elementary school
students; supported numerous town arts
and humanities programs for young
people, and individual Eagle Scout
projects. The Optimist Club was the origi-
nal co-sponsors of the very successful
and continuing Night Place for interme-
diate school students, major contributors
(decorating and equipping) the Recre-
ation Department’s Teen Center, and a

“Top Hat” contributor to the Children’s
Family Night New Year’s Eve celebra-
tion sponsored by the Recreation Depart-
ment and Chamber of Commerce, the
Optimists also provide annual awards and
recognition for members of the commu-
nity that have excelled in helping others
through the Friend of Youth, Youth Vol-
unteer and Intermediate School Teachers
Awards.

During the same period of time, Opti-
mists have provided almost 1,000 food
baskets to those in need during the holi-
day season and club members have worked
on Habitat for Humanity projects in
Plainfield and other Habitat projects sup-
porting victims of Katrina, including fur-
nishing five homes in Perth Amboy that
housed families transplanted from the
Gulf coast.

The chapter also sponsors a Junior
Optimist Club at Westfield High School,
whose members visit local nursing homes,
collect toys for tots, sponsor youth photo
competitions and provide youth volun-
teers for Optimist Club projects.

The Optimist Club meets the second
Wednesday of each month for dinner, and
guests are always welcome to join us at
any of our monthly meetings. For more
information, e-mail Michael Walsh at
walshm@comcast.net.

SURPRISE...Mindy and Ed Leibowitz of Poe Avenue in Westfield display the
banner of congratulation from their neighbors upon their return from their first
NYC Marathon. See letter on page 4.

Holiday Bazaar Set
Nov. 14 in Union

UNION TOWNSHIP - A Holiday Ba-
zaar will be held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Con-
necticut Farms Presbyterian Church
located at 888 Stuyvesant Avenue in
Union. There will be hand crafted gifts,
holiday decorations, homemade cakes
and goodies. A snack bar will be open.

For more information, call (908)
245-0582.
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