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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Thanks to the Community
For Successful Touch-A-Truck

Resident’s Request to Move Cars Off
Pedestrian Path at Park Was Denied

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

Proposed Health
Care Measure Is
Harmful to NJ

Later this week, members of the U.S.
House of Representatives will be asked to
vote on legislation that dramatically re-
vamps our nation’s health care system.
The bill is H.R. 3962, the “Affordable
Health Care for America Act.”

This 1,990-page, $1.055-trillion Demo-
cratic health care proposal unveiled last
week by Speaker [Nancy] Pelosi is a mea-
sure that raises individual and business
taxes, and reduces funding for Medicare.

The bill, if signed into law, will be
harmful to New Jersey’s taxpayers, se-
niors and businesses. As such, I will vote
against Speaker Pelosi’s health care bill.

But make no mistake – I support health
care reform.

Like the majority of my colleagues, I
stand in support of common-sense steps
to broaden health-care access and respon-
sible solutions that address the rising cost
of health care.

I believe reform ought to include port-
ability – allowing people to keep their
health insurance whether they change jobs
or move to a different state. And no one
should be denied coverage for preexist-
ing conditions.

Yet the call for common-sense health-
care reform should be one that our nation
can afford.

This week, I joined like-minded mem-
bers of Congress in introducing the “Medi-
cal Rights and Reform Act” – a fiscally
responsible alternative health-care reform
measure that reduces costs and expands

insurance coverage without raising taxes,
rationing care or putting the government
between patient and doctor. The Republi-
can reform bill includes medical liability
reform that will seek to end junk lawsuits
that force doctors to practice defensive
medicine driving up health care costs.

The GOP alternative will allow fami-
lies and businesses to buy health insur-
ance across state lines while also allow-
ing individuals, small businesses and trade
associations to pool together and pur-
chase health insurance at lower prices.

And the alternative reform bill pro-
vides states with tools to create their own
innovative reforms that expand access to
health care while lowering costs.

These are ideas that have strong, bipar-
tisan support but are absent from the
Democrats’ new reform legislation.

Instead of focusing on fiscally respon-
sible reforms that have bipartisan sup-
port, the Democratic leadership has cho-
sen a path that ignores good ideas from
the Republican side of the aisle.

As we prepare to debate and vote on the
Speaker’s health care plan, I remain hope-
ful that the Republican alternative plan
will get full and complete consideration
and a vote.

It is the only health care reform mea-
sure that improves what is working in our
health care system and fixes what is bro-
ken in a fiscally responsible manner with-
out raising taxes or increasing our ever-
growing debt and deficit.

Business Groups Along Raritan
Valley Line Should Collaborate

Is There No Room Left for
Common Sense and Moderation?

WF Y Thanks Groups
For Assistance

In Parade and Contest
The Westfield Y’s Men’s Club would

like to thank the following groups for
their assistance and contributions to our
48th Annual Halloween Parade and Cos-
tume Contest: The Westfield High School
Marching Band, the Westfield Fire De-
partment, the Westfield Police Depart-
ment, the Aquaducks, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the YMCA, The
Westfield Leader, and all the volunteers
that help make the parade successful.
Also, special thanks to the Rialto Theater,
Five Guys Burgers, and The Chocolate
Bar who donated gift certificates for our
group prizes.

Anthony Ausiello
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club

Leibowitz Family Thanks Neighbors
For ‘Support and Love’ After Marathon

‘Train Horn Is the Sound of America
At Work’ and Should Not Be Silenced

The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce is an
independent organization without state or national
affiliation. In 1948, Westfield business people met
and called themselves the Westfield Business Asso-
ciation (WBA). Their purpose was to create greater
opportunities for business within the town, further
the interests of legitimate business and to assist in
making Westfield a better place in which to live.

In 1952, the WBA incorporated as the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC), and it laid
the groundwork to bring in the interests of busi-
nesses in neighboring towns.

Since then, other towns, such as Fanwood and
Scotch Plains, formed business and professional
organizations. Garwood and Cranford have their
own organizations. Westfield and Cranford have
formed special improvement districts – recently
Scotch Plains as well. All these groups seem to
operate independently.

The Gateway Regional Chamber of Commerce
out of Elizabeth, nationally affiliated, allies busi-
nesses from all of Union County and parts of other
counties.

In view of the present economic environment, the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce is reassess-
ing its mission. They are seeking input.

We believe that joint business efforts by towns
along the Raritan Valley Line would be a benefit to
all. Imagine a weekend where train rides are free
between Roselle Park and the Netherwood Station in
Plainfield. County residents could lunch in Cranford,
hop the train to Lord & Taylor, then continue on to
poetry sessions in Fanwood. One could then take the
train to Westfield for an evening meal and a concert
in the park – or stroll through downtown Westfield at
their leisure since Elm and Quimby Streets are
closed to automobiles.

But the business of WACC and other similar orga-
nizations is more than retail and dining. There are
many professionals, such as lawyers, accountants
and doctors, in the area that could be, and are, part of
the mix. With 100,000 people along this short stretch
of the Raritan Valley Line, collaboration could create
an economic and political powerhouse.

These are some of the possibilities. What do you
think?

The sweeping changes proposed by the Obama
Administration and the Pelosi Congress are terrify-
ing. Our heads are spinning. It’s scary what is being
proposed. This nation finds itself under the domina-
tion of the likes of Barney Frank, Acorn and Bill
Ayers. They speak of Chairman Mao in glowing
terms. To get their way, they intend to use the
“nuclear option.”

There is no common sense to it if one were to
believe their intentions are honorable. With misdi-
rection, with a shroud of sheep’s clothing and kind-
sounding titles for social reform and justice, their
initiatives could not be more destructive to our
country. We admit it. We’re frightened. We believe
we’re being duped and deceived.

Nevertheless, we’re angry and resolved to stand up
to turn the tide.

We know they are not stupid, for if they were, we
would not be so concerned. They’re crafty in ma-
nipulating the public into believing their intentions
are the promotion of the wellbeing of the populace.
In the end, though, they are taking advantage of the
weak and less fortunate to further their own agenda
and personal gain. They are the rich and powerful –

becoming more rich and powerful, preying on the
false hope offered to the poor while overwhelming
the middle class that is trying to hold on.

We hope that the disingenuous have reached their
crescendo and that they are now on a waning track.
There is much to be done, and the struggle will be
long. For common sense to prevail, those with mod-
erate beliefs must bind and rise with uncommon
energy to rescue this great nation from the jaws of the
extreme left and right – from the snare of those with
acute greed, from the lunacy of those deluded.

Heaven forbid, we can’t endure “Cap and Tax” and
the likes thereof.

Health care can be fixed without 2,000 pages of
gibberish. General Motors can be fixed, but not by
converting it to another Post Office. The financial
industry can be fixed by crushing the Madoffs. We
can have real jobs and growth again – labeled “Made
In America.”

But, it won’t happen with what is being proposed.
Where are those steering the ship in government and
business taking us?

Will the real statesmen and leaders please come
forward?

I love living in the town of Westfield.
This community is very caring and is
involved in many charitable works. I also
appreciate that police officers who work
in this town get involved as well. That
being said, I went running in Tamaques
Park last Sunday...it was a glorious day.
There was a charity baseball game being
played in the park, which is marvelous.
The park was not too crowded, the park-
ing lots had plenty of spots, and as I’m
running on the pedestrian path, the path is
blocked by at least a dozen cars...parked
on the path, not even the grass.

Now I’m sure you have all experienced
flag football season, or baseball season,
when many people cannot find parking
spots in the lots, so they park on the grass.
Then there’s always the warning shouted
out, the police are ticketing, move your
cars...and everyone scrambles. We all
know someone who has received a ticket

for this during one season or another.
Back to the day in the park, when I

asked one of the local police officers to
please have the cars moved to the parking
lot, off the pedestrian path, to ensure the
safety of all who were using the park that
day, his response to me was, when the
game is over, we’ll move the cars! For the
most part, I feel the police department
does a fine job of keeping our town safe
for all, but in this instance, I feel the
officer was saying special rules apply to
me because I’m a cop. I feel the police
officers in this town should have to follow
the same rules as everyone else. I wasn’t
asking for the charity baseball game to be
cancelled or stopped, I was just asking to
have the pedestrian path safe for pedestri-
ans, that’s all. The park should be safe for
all, not convenient for just a few.

Leslie Merkelson
Westfield

On behalf of the Junior League of Eliza-
beth-Plainfield (JLEP), I would like to
extend my heartfelt appreciation and
thanks to the community for helping make
our third annual Touch-A-Truck
fundraiser such a success. This event can-
not take place without all of the commu-
nity volunteers who lend us their time, the
generous advertisers and sponsors of the
event, those companies who so gener-
ously lend us their trucks for the day and,
of course, all of the wonderful families
who attend the event.

The funds earned at Touch-A-Truck
help the JLEP fund its community service
projects. In supporting Touch-A-Truck,
our volunteers, donors, sponsors and at-
tendees are directly responsible for help-
ing the JLEP clothe underprivileged
women re-entering the workforce, edu-

cate at-risk children and their parents
about the dangers of childhood obesity
and methods of prevention, and provide
the clients of a local shelter with the tools
needed to offer nutritious meals for their
families on a very small budget.

We feel very fortunate to be in a com-
munity that so strongly supports our ef-
forts to assist local families in crises
through voluntarism. Working together,
we can create a positive change in the
lives of those around us who most need
our assistance. We invite everyone to
visit our website atjlepnj.org to learn more
about the work of the JLEP, how to spon-
sor the JLEP or how to become a member
of the JLEP.

Susan Buchner
President,

Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield

Westfielders are the best.
When we arrived home from complet-

ing our first New York City Marathon on
Sunday, we were shocked to find a huge
congratulations banner on our fence, bal-
loons on our front railing and a card in our
mailbox.

The entire Poe Avenue cul-de-sac had
painted and signed this wonderful sur-
prise for us. We were overwhelmed with
the support and love of our neighbors. We

have been blessed to have been surrounded
by great people for 25 years and have the
best neighbors that anyone could ask for.

This shows the great spirit of Westfield
and the caring people who live here.

We would like to express our special
thanks and appreciation to the Menares-
Brown, Pastore, Irving, Strauss, Kostyack,
Bubniak, Ferio and Levine Families.

Mindy and Ed Leibowitz
Westfield

I have to think that the silencing of train
horns in Westfield for the sake of some
people who can’t sleep, or keep their
windows open, or have barbeques outside
is a pretty lame excuse for those people
who actually chose to live near the train
tracks in the first place. They had to know
that they would hear the train and or the
train horn at some point. This whole situ-
ation might have been different if the
subject of silencing the train horn had
come up for a vote in a General Election,
say today, November 3, 2009.

The sound of the train horn is the sound
of America at work and on the move.
Have people forgotten that one of the
most important modes of transportation
in this country is the train system? Part of
that train tradition is the train horn, an-
nouncing arrivals and departures, signal-
ing danger and, for fun, (although I don’t
know if train conductors are allowed to do
it anymore), tooting the horn to bystand-
ers who watch the trains come through,

while waving to the engineers as the train
rumbles by on slow and lazy summer
afternoons. I guess I am sounding nostal-
gic, but things like that used to happen.
Future generations of children will not
have those experiences. This is another
example of what used to be is never going
to be again.

What has happened to this country and
its people? Are we all getting soft? The
train and its tracks were in place a long
time before the people who built their
houses around the tracks. Although I feel
their pain in that they can’t sleep, now I
can’t sleep knowing that one more Ameri-
can symbol has been silenced. Although
I don’t live near the train tracks, I still hear
that whistle and find it most comforting;
it says things are still being transported
and America still works.

Somehow $70,000 of our tax money
was appropriated to make the train horn
go away; some of my tax dollars were
redirected into a fund to put up signs and
gates so that some could rest easier at
night. All of this came as a surprise to me.
Before it was mentioned in the paper as a
“done deal,” I knew nothing about this, or
I would have protested and I think there
would have been many others behind me.
Did you handle this situation democrati-
cally? I don’t think so. What will I miss:
the American sound of the train keeping
America prosperous and working. I liked
being reminded of that when I used to
hear the sound of the train horn.

Beth Mellina
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Area Turkey Drive
Fights Hunger

AREA – Volunteers will be at four
locations in Union County to collect fro-
zen turkeys, non-perishable food, and
donations on Saturday, November 21,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sunday, No-
vember 22, from 1:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Look for the volunteers in the parking
lots of the drop-off locations: Commu-
nity FoodBank of New Jersey, 31 Evans
Terminal, Hillside (Nov. 21); Franklin
Elementary School, 700 Prospect Street,
Westfield (Nov. 21); St. James Church,
45 So. Springfield Avenue, Springfield
(Nov. 21); Summit Diner, 1 Union Place,
Summit (Nov. 22, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.).

The turkeys and other donations will
help the FoodBank to provide a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving dinner and other
holiday meals to those in need, and to be
there for those in need after the holidays.
“Our partner agencies have reported a
rise in need of 30 percent in the past year.
When you combine that with the tens of
thousands who are losing their unem-
ployment benefits each month, the out-
look is bleak,” said Kathleen DiChiara,
president and CEO of the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey. “We rely on
these turkey drives to help combat the
problem and provide a Thanksgiving meal
for those in need.”

The FoodBank seeks financial dona-
tions, which will be used to purchase
turkeys and distribute food and groceries
throughout the winter. Donations can be
made online at njfoodbank.org. The Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey distrib-
uted 28 million pounds of food last year to
people in need in 18 of New Jersey’s 21
counties.

Community News

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Intima – The innermost layer of the

wall of an artery
2. Sbirro – A member of the police

force in Italy
3. Prink – To dress for show
4. Sonsy – Lucky, pleasing

TYPHINIA
1. Coughing up or spitting
2. A disease of the gums characterized

by bleeding or hemorraging
3. A relapsing fever
4. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
JUSTE AU CORPS

1. A soldier, especially an infantry man
2. A close fitting coat
3. A decree or sentence of the court
4. An ethical or moral code

THPHLOSIS
1. An uproar; clamor
2. Vomiting blood
3. Blindness
4. Whooping cough

DEDOLENT
1. Feeling no compunction or regret
2. Lacking muscle or muscular strength
3. Untidy or dirty
4. Apathetic; disinterested

See more
letters on Page 5

Yikes! Chocolate Syrup,
Jelly and Vaseline

To the parents of teens in Westfield, do
you know where your children were on
Friday, October 30th, otherwise known
as Mischief Night? Some, but not all were
at my house. I didn’t invite them but
nonetheless they thought it was fine to
come over anyhow, and I’m having a hard
time calling what they did at my house
“mischief”. Chocolate syrup, vasoline,
tomatoes, chalk, shaving cream, saran
wrap, jelly, q-tips, forks and the requisite
TP were used to deface my house and my
car and they also destroyed my property.
They left messages as well, mostly in the
form of words and symbols that I’m sure
The Westfield Leader would refuse to
publish. We can’t babysit our kids 24/7,
nor should we need to. We can only hope
that when they leave the house they use
good judgement. Unfortunately, some of
the kids in our town, maybe yours, didn’t
on Mischief night.

I have no idea who was responsible for
the defacement of my property you prob-
ably don’t either – I just hope you stop and
think about what it would feel like if the
same thing happened to your house. And
if it had, I’d bet that your kids wouldn’t
have thought it was cool. It really crossed
the line between having fun and having
fun at other peoples expense.

Meryle Lowenthal
Westfield


