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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!…Mark Swingle, left, current president of the Westfield
Rotary Club, and Jeffrey Feldman, event coordinator for the Halloween Haunted
House, met to discuss final plans for the Halloween Haunted House, a long-standing
Westfield tradition, that was held October 31 at the Westfield Memorial Pool.

Westfield’s Gottko Re-Elected
To Amer. Public Works Board

WESTFIELD – Ed Gottko of
Westfield was recently re-elected to
the 17-member American Public
Works Association (APWA) Board
of Directors. Mr. Gottko will serve
for another term as region II director,
representing members in Pennsylva-
nia, Delaware, New Jersey and New
York.

Mr. Gottko currently serves as an
adjunct professor at several colleges
in New York and New Jersey. His
career in public works began in 1970
as the assistant city engineer for the
City of Bayonne. In 1979, he was
appointed the town engineer and di-
rector of public works for the Town of

Westfield and, from 1994 to 2000, he
served as town administrator.

As a long-time member of APWA,
Mr. Gottko is a current member of the
finance committee, and has held nu-
merous leadership positions. He served
on a number of committees, including
the education advisory committee, the
master’s degree task force, which he
chaired from 2005-2006, and the APWA
Blueprint Taskforce for Certification
and Education. He is also a past-presi-
dent of the New Jersey Chapter of
APWA and chaired the chapter’s edu-
cation/training committee. In 2002, he
received the Donald C. Stone Award for
Excellence in Education.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUT ON A HAPPY FACE...Pumpkins float into the night  during Sunday night’s
Pumpkin Sail at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.

Veterans Commemoration
Meeting Takes Place Nov. 6

WESTFIELD — The Northern
New Jersey Chapter of the Associa-
tion of the United States Army
(AUSA) in conjunction with the 117th
Cavalry Association will hold a spe-
cial Veterans Commemoration meet-
ing at the Westfield Armory tomor-
row, November 6, with refreshments
at 7 p.m. and the meeting beginning
at 7:30 p.m.

Harry Yeide, author of “Steeds of
Steel: A history of American Mecha-
nized Cavalry,” will be the guest
speaker. The public is invited to lis-
ten to Mr. Yeide and share the history
of New Jersey’s Cavalrymen, the
117th Cavalry, and the 102nd Cav-
alry Group who played a key role in
the defeat of Nazi Germany in World
War II.

Sixty-five years ago in November
1944, hard fighting was the order of
the day. The snow rain and mud of
winter had come early to Europe, the
Cavalrymen of the 102nd Cavalry

Group (102nd and 38th Cavalry)
stood eyeball-to-eyeball with the
enemy across the Siegfried Line,
while the troopers of the 117th Cav-
alry had just liberated the Town of
Baccarat and were slugging it out
with the Germans in the Vosges
Mountains.

The newly reorganized First
Squadron, 38th Cavalry Regiment
(1/38th), will send two soldiers to
the meeting. Representing Lieuten-
ant Colonel Jim Gaylord, 1/38 Cav-
alry Squadron Commander (CSM),
and Command Sergeant Major Eric
Dostie, CSM of the 1/38th Cavalry,
will be First Lieutenant Bowers and
the Squadron Non-Commissioned
Officer of the Year, Staff Sergeant
Christopher Murray.

The 1/38th is a part of the 18th
Airborne Corps at Fort Bragg, N.C.
They will meet members of the 38th
Cavalry from World War II and be
presented with the 38th Cavalries
memorabilia that has been housed in
the 117th Cavalry Association’s Heri-
tage Room. The 1/38th is preparing
for deployment overseas next year.
Also being honored that night will be
members of the Second Squadron,
102nd Cavalry, recently back from a
one-year tour in Iraq.

Refreshments will be served start-
ing at 7 p.m. on the second floor of the
Westfield Armory in the 117th Cav-
alry Association’s Heritage Room.
The official meeting starts at 7:30
p.m. Refreshments will again be
served after the meeting in the Heri-
tage Room. The Heritage Room
houses memorabilia of the 117th
Cavalry Squadron (Mechanized) and
the 102nd Cavalry Group from World
War II.

Local Reporting on Web
Is Focus of Conference

AREA – Monmouth University will
host a conference on Wednesday, No-
vember 18, to discuss the current state
of local reporting in the new media
environment, including how
hyperlocal websites provide local cov-
erage and opportunities for citizen jour-
nalists to report from the frontlines.

This event is sponsored by the Citi-
zens’ Campaign and co-sponsored by
the League of Women Voters.

The “Citizen Journalism: Counter-
ing the Culture of Corruption” morning
panel will discuss the cuts in local
newsroom staff and its impact on the
quality of local government coverage,
and how new online tools make it pos-
sible for journalists and citizen activists
to report what is happening in city hall
and throughout the community.

Speaking on the first panel will be
Michael Delli Carpini, dean of the
Annenberg School of Communica-
tion; Richard Benfield, former edito-
rial writer of The Record and The New
York Times; Ted Mann, founder of
injersey.com and digital development
director for Gannett New Jersey; and
Michael Shapiro, editor of
thealternativepress.com.

The day will also feature a Citizen

Journalism course for beginner
bloggers and citizen activists who
want to submit their own local news
stories to online publications; and an
afternoon Meet and Greet panel for
journalism students and activists to
talk and network with online news
site editors.

The Conference will be held at
Wilson Hall at Monmouth Univer-
sity, 400 Cedar Lane, West Long
Branch, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Light
refreshments will be served. This
event is free and open to the public.
Seating is limited so attendees should
reserve a seat early by e-mailing
heather@jointhecampaign.com.

Registration will be held from 11
to 11:30 a.m. followed by opening
remarks by Harry Pozycki, founder
and chairman of the Center for Civic
Responsibility. “Becoming a Citizen
Journalist” will be held at 12:30 p.m.
followed by “Meet the New Media
Innovators” from 1 to 2 p.m.

The Citizens’ Campaign is a non-
profit organization dedicated to pro-
moting and encouraging civic engage-
ment. To learn more about the Citi-
zens’ Campaign, log onto
jointhecampaign.com.

Asw. Tucker Fires Aid For
Storing Cash and Gun in Locker

Ekow Yankey, 33, of New Brunswick
has been fired as aide to Essex County
Assemblywoman Cleopatra Tucker for
allegedly having $700,000 in cash and
two handguns in his North Bergen
storage locker, according to The Jer-
sey Journal.

Mr. Yankey reportedly has a 1998
drug distribution conviction.

Kerik Put In Jail Psych. Unit
Over ‘Worrisome Behavior’

Former New York City Police Com-
missioner Bernard Kerik has been
placed in the psychiatric unit of the
Westchester County jail due to what
jail officials termed “worrisome and
risky behavior,” according to the As-
sociated Press. Mr. Kerik has been
jailed since October 20 to await trial
on corruption charges. He  is accused
of accepting renovations to his Bronx
co-op in exchange for recommend-
ing a company that wanted to do
business with New York City. The
company was being investigated for
alleged ties to organized crime.

Kerik is also accused of concealing

the gift from investigators.
Some 185,000 Voters Applied for
Mail-In Ballots In Gen. Election

Despite the new Vote by Mail sys-
tem in New Jersey, less voters took
advantage of the system this year than
in the 2008 Presidential Election year,
according to politickernj.com

Of the 185,000 who requested bal-
lots, 136,000 cast their ballots. Around
5,200 applications were rejected due
to lack of signatures or signatures that
did not match those on file or because
the person was not registered to vote,
the website reported. A total of 245,909
residents voted by mail in 2008.
Leasing of Highway Right-of-Way

Instead of Toll Increase Eyed
Prior to Tuesday’s election, Governor

Jon Corzine told The New York Times
that his 2008 proposal to boost tolls by
800 percent over 15 years to raise a $1
billion to pay down debt and fund trans-
portation projects was “too big, too fast,
at the wrong time.” The governor in-
stead was considering leasing highway
rights-of-way for commercial develop-
ment and had no plans to raise tolls.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor
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Holiday Open House 
Weekend is November 7 & 8.

*FREE Lenox Tree Dish with your $75 purchase *Holiday Gifts 
20% off *Buy one boxed card, get the 2nd 1/2 off

Irma’s Hallmark 
39 South Martine Avenue 

Fanwood

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

County, Towns to
Collect Unused Meds
ELIZABETH — The Union

County Police Department, along with
law enforcement agencies statewide,
will participate in a day of amnesty
for citizens who want to dispose of
unwanted, unused or expired medi-
cations in their home. On Saturday,
November 14, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
“Operation Medicine Cabinet” will
give residents in Union County the
opportunity to rid their homes of un-
necessary and expired prescription
medications.

This statewide drug collection pro-
gram recognizes the dangers and haz-
ards of having excess unused pre-
scription medications in the home.
More than 70 percent of people who
abuse prescription painkillers indi-
cate that they obtain them from fam-
ily or friends, often in the home or
directly from medicine cabinets, au-
thorities said.

“Operation Medicine Cabinet” is
being conducted in a statewide part-
nership with law enforcement and
substance abuse prevention agencies
and organizations. The following po-
lice agencies will be sites for collec-
tion in Union County: Union County
Police Department in Westfield, as
well as police departments from
Mountainside, Clark, Elizabeth,
Fanwood, Hillside, Kenilworth, Lin-
den, Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch
Plains, Springfield, Westfield and
Winfield.

Westfield Fire Fighters
Hold Holiday Food Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Asso-
ciation (F.M.B.A.) Local 30 will begin
its 13th Annual Holiday Food Drive
this month for needy area residents.

Non-perishable food items will be
accepted at Fire Headquarters, 405
North Avenue West, until 11 p.m. on
Friday, December 4. The food bas-
kets will be distributed through local
churches and civic organizations in
time for the holidays.

In its first food drive in 1996,
F.M.B.A. Local 30 distributed holi-
day meals to approximately 75 fami-
lies. In each of the years since its
inception, the Holiday Food Drive
has grown, with the number increas-
ing each year. The F.M.B.A. Local 30
donates one turkey and additional
food, as required to complete each
basket given to a family.


