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Senators Ask for Pardon
Of Medical Marijuana User
TRENTON – Calling the prosecu-

tion of a self-medicating Somerset
County man with multiple sclerosis
(MS) a “severe, inappropriate,
discompassionate and inhumane ap-
plication of the letter of the law,”
Senators Nick Scutari (LD-22, Lin-
den) and Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Eliza-
beth) have asked Governor Jon
Corzine to pardon Franklin Town-
ship resident John Ray Wilson. They
also called on the state Assembly to
quickly move legislation to decrimi-
nalize the medicinal use of marijuana
by New Jerseyans with chronic and
terminal illnesses.

“It seems cruel and unusual to treat
New Jersey’s sick and dying as if they
were drug cartel kingpins. Moreover,
it is a complete waste of taxpayer
money having to house and treat an
MS patient in a jail at the public’s
expense,” Senator Scutari said. “Spe-
cifically, in the case of John Ray
Wilson, the state is taking a fiscally
irresponsible hard-line approach
against a man who’s simply seeking
what little relief could be found from
the debilitating effects of Multiple
Sclerosis. Governor Corzine should
step in immediately and end this per-
version of criminal drug statutes in
the Garden State.”

“Without compassion and a sense
of moral right and wrong, laws are

worthless than the paper they’re
printed on,” Senator Lesniak said.
“New Jersey’s tough criminal drug
laws were never intended to be used
against patients suffering from
chronic and terminal medical condi-
tions. The prosecutors and presiding
judge have set up a scenario where
Mr. Wilson is no different than a
common street thug in the eyes of the
law.”

In August 2008, a training fly-
over by a New Jersey National
Guard helicopter spotted 17 mari-
juana plants in the backyard of Mr.
Wilson’s Franklin Township home.
Mr. Wilson, now 36, was diagnosed
with MS in 2002 and, at the time,
had no health insurance coverage or
means to pay for the pharmaceuti-
cal drugs needed to keep the symp-
toms of his disease in check. Ac-
cording to his lawyer, Mr. Wilson
turned to natural substances to re-
lieve his suffering, including bee-
sting therapy and marijuana pur-
chased illegally. He attempted to
grow marijuana for his own per-
sonal, medical use in the backyard
of his home.

He’s being charged with multiple
counts of possession and manufac-
turing of illegal drugs, the most se-
vere of which – first-degree main-
taining or operating a drug-produc-
tion facility – carries a sentence of
up to 20 years in prison, and dis-
qualifies him for the Pre-Trial Inter-
vention (PTI) program, an alterna-
tive to incarceration for non-violent
offenders. State prosecutors have
offered a plea agreement of four
years imprisonment, but the Union
County lawmakers called on Gover-
nor Corzine to pardon Mr. Wilson of
the drug-production facility charge
in order to make him eligible to
participate in PTI and avoid a prison
sentence.

A state Superior Court judge has
ruled that Mr. Wilson’s medical con-
dition, and that he had been taking
marijuana to treat his condition, could
not be revealed to the jury during the
course of the trial.

In addition to asking Governor
Corzine to issue clemency for Mr.
Wilson, both lawmakers agreed that
the Assembly must quickly move S-
119, sponsored by Mr. Scutari and
co-sponsored by Mr. Lesniak when
the Legislature reconvenes this fall.
Entitled the “New Jersey Compas-
sionate Use Medical Marijuana Act,”
the bill would decriminalize the pos-
session and use of marijuana by state-
registered patients with “debilitat-
ing medical conditions,” as identi-
fied by a New Jersey-licensed physi-
cian. The bill was approved by the
Senate, 22-16, and by the Assembly
Health and Senior Services Com-
mittee, 8-1, with two abstentions,
and is currently pending before the
full Assembly.

County Freeholders Award
$1.3 Mil. for Rec. Projects

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has al-
located $1.3 million to provide mu-
nicipalities with matching grants for
children’s recreation scholarships,
safety equipment and facility im-
provements through the county’s Kids
Recreation Trust Fund.

The Kids Recreation Trust Fund
Grant program is part of the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, which
county voters approved overwhelm-
ingly in 2000. The county collects $11
million in taxes to fund the trust fund.

Since 2000, the open space fund has
saved more than 300 acres of land from
development, improved parks and his-
toric sites throughout the county, and
distributed more than $8 million for
children’s recreation projects.

The Kids Fund Grant was established
in 2004. The matching dollar-for-dollar
grants are awarded based on proposals
by the local recreation departments.

Eight of the grants included need-
based recreation scholarships. Accord-
ing to the last census, about 26 percent
of Union County residents are under
age 18, and more than one-third come
from low-income families that meet
the eligibility requirements for Trust
Fund scholarships. Other grants in-
volved safety equipment, playground
improvements, and numerous field im-
provements including the renovation
of basketball and tennis courts.

The following are the Union County
Kids Recreation Trust Fund Grants
for 2009: Berkeley Heights, $60,000
toward field improvements; Clark,
$43,416 toward equipment, and reno-
vated tennis and basketball courts;
Cranford, $50,000 toward field im-
provements; Elizabeth, $150,000 to-
ward scholarships and upgrades to
Brophy Field; Fanwood, $14,234 to-
ward equipment and scholarships;
Garwood, $101,500 toward equip-
ment and a new athletic field com-
plex; Hillside, $131,170 toward
equipment and various projects; Lin-
den, $50,000 toward equipment and
resurfacing of basketball courts;
Mountainside, $49,350 toward equip-
ment, field upgrades and a basketball
court; New Providence, $60,000 to-
ward scholarships, equipment and

tennis courts; Plainfield, $23,250 to-
ward scholarships and equipment;
Rahway, $27,611 toward equipment,
playground renovation and an arcade
activity game for the recreation cen-
ter, and Roselle, $50,000 toward schol-
arships, equipment, and playgrounds.

Other towns include: Roselle Park,
$67,352 toward scholarships, equip-
ment and rehabilitation of Acker Park;
Scotch Plains, $64,250 toward schol-
arships, the rehabilitation of Brookside
Park and the purchase of field mainte-
nance equipment; Springfield, $25,000
toward upgrades at several parks; Sum-
mit, $85,265 for scholarships, equip-
ment and Wilson Park; Union, $81,000
for equipment and upgrades to the
Rabkin Sports Complex, and Westfield,
$65,000 toward Memorial Park.

Kowalczuk Completes
Air Force Training

GARWOOD — Air Force Airman
First Class Karol Kowalczuk gradu-
ated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Anto-
nio, Tex.

The airman completed an inten-
sive, eight-week program that in-
cluded training in military discipline
and studies, Air Force core values,
physical fitness, and basic warfare
principles and skills. Airmen who
complete basic training earn four cred-
its toward an associate in applied
science degree through the Commu-
nity College of the Air Force.

He is the son of Zbigniew Kowalczuk
of Clifton, and the nephew of Bill
Humphreys of Garwood. The airman
graduated in 2003 from Clifton High
School, and received a bachelor’s de-
gree in 2008 from Fairleigh Dickinson
University in Teaneck.

Karol Kowalczuk

FREE
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www.waxcenter.com

DON’T BE LEFT IN THE COLD.
HEAT WITH BIOFUEL!

Full-Service Heating & Cooling
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1-888-999-6661 www.mitchellsupreme.com
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For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 
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For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 
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Defensive Driving Course

•Remove Two Points from your License

•Reduce Auto Premiums

Losetwopoints.com

Wallberg Post to Host
Vets Day Ceremony

WESTFIELD — The Martin
Wallberg Post 3 of the American Le-
gion in Westfield will host ceremo-
nies honoring all veterans living and
deceased at 10:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, November 11. Everyone is in-
vited to the ceremony to be held at
Westfield’s World War I Memorial
located at the intersection of North
Avenue and East Broad Street.

Pete Hogaboom, the Post Adjutant,
will be the Master of Ceremonies. Bill
Maines, the Post Chaplain, will open
the ceremony with a prayer followed
by remarks by Commander Patrick
Tighe of Post 3, Mayor Andy Skitbitsky
and retired Colonel Dennis Dougherty.

Mr. Hogaboom will say a few words
about Boy Scout Troop 73’s trip to the
Antietam Battlefield back in May
when the Troop visited with 108-year-
old Frank Buckles, the last living
American World War I veteran. Jack
Panosh, Westfield’s Town Bell Mas-
ter, will ring the bell in the United
Methodist Church’s bell tower 11
times, which symbolizes the ending
of World War I when Armistice started
on the 11th hour of the 11th day of
November 1918.

Everyone is invited back to The
American Legion Post at 1003 North
Avenue, West, for coffee and pastries
after the ceremony.

Schools Begin Drive to
Restock Food Pantry Shelves

ELIZABETH – Schools through-
out Union County are beginning a
month-long drive to refill the shelves
of food pantries serving individuals
and families in need. Each school
can designate or “adopt” a local food
pantry to receive its donations.

The drive kicked off on November
2 and schools can join in at any time
during the month.

“There are approximately 30 food
pantries in the county and all ur-
gently need supplies,” Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said. “Adopt-a-Food Pantry enables
our youngest citizens to be of real
help to our neighbors in need, in-
cluding many seniors and families
with children.”

Adopt-a-Food Pantry is a partner-
ship between Union County, local
food pantries, and municipal school
districts including Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools. The
partnership makes collecting and
transporting the donations easier for
all involved, officials said.

Students bring their food dona-
tions to their school, so no special
trips need to be organized. They can
also earn community service hours.
The Union County Department of
Human Services will take care of
delivering the donations from the
schools to the food pantries.

“That’s the value of county-local
cooperation in action,” Freeholder
Chairman Alexanderl Mirabella said.
“By using the county’s transportation
resources, every local food bank and
school can participate without worry-
ing about the cost of fuel, vehicles and
drivers.”

The non-perishable foods needed
most are cereals, infant formula, milk
(canned, boxed or powered), juice
(boxed or canned) peanut butter, and

canned or packaged foods such as
meat, fish, vegetables, macaroni and
cheese, soups, stews and chili. Coffee
and tea are also welcome. No glass
containers are accepted.

To participate , schools should des-
ignate a coordinator and e-mail their
name, title, e-mail address and phone
number to Bonnie Herrmann at
bherrmann@ucnj.org or  call  (908)
527-4808.

Carnival for Returning
Troops Set for Nov. 14
WESTFIELD – The Family Readi-

ness Group of the 102nd Cavalry
will welcome back troops from Iraq
at the American Pride Parade and
Carnival on Saturday, November 14.

The parade will start from the
Westfield Memorial Pool, cross West
Broad Street to Marion Avenue to
First Street and proceed to the Ar-
mory at 500 Rahway Avenue. Carni-
val tickets cost $10 for adults and $5
for students and seniors. Children
under 5 years old will be admitted for
free. Tickets include food, beverages,
games and entertainment. For tick-
ets, call Nancy LaCorte at (732) 991-
1241 or e-mail
102.cav.frg@gmail.com.

In addition to food and beverages,
carnival games, inflatable rides, a
dunk tank, a magician and caricatur-
ist will be featured.

Conference to Provide
Guidance for Caregivers

CRANFORD – Union County resi-
dents who care for family members
or other persons with Alzheimer’s or
dementia are invited to attend a free
caregivers’ conference for guidance
on health, legal and financial issues.
The conference is scheduled for Sat-
urday, November 7, from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., at Union County College
in Cranford. The event includes a
light breakfast.

The conference is an annual public
service of the Union County Depart-
ment of Human Services Division on
Aging, in partnership with Union
County College and the Alzheimer’s
Association of Greater New Jersey.
The conference is free of charge but
pre-registration is required due to lim-
ited seating. To register, call The
Alzheimer’s Association of Greater
New Jersey at (973) 586-4300.

For more information about all
Union County programs for seniors,
contact the Union County Division
on Aging at (908) 527-4872.

St. Helen’s Auction to
Support Homeless

ELIZABETH – The 20th Anniver-
sary Service Auction to support the
Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless is being held on Saturday,
November 14, at the Parish Center of
Saint Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

The Coalition, a nonprofit organi-
zation, has operated a hospitality
house program for the past two de-
cades. The program now includes
three multi-family houses and,
through the doors of those transi-
tional houses, some 125 men, women
and children have found shelter, usu-
ally for only a few months, just long
enough to get back on their feet. For
the past 19 years, one of primary
sources of financial, physical and
spiritual support of the hospitality
house program has come from the
parishioners of St. Helen’s.

The auction includes a line-up of
prizes, open to both live and silent
bidding. Tickets for the auction are
still available. Send an e-mail to
service.auction@yahoo.com for in-
formation. A limited number of tick-
ets may be available at the door.

Looking to save Some Money?
BUY DIRECT From Marmo Enterprises, Inc.

Quality Service in Granite, Marble, Limestone,
and Quartz Stone counter tops, Fireplaces, Vanity tops, and more.

Thinking of replacing your existing Tops or installing new Counter tops?

We do it ALL!
Our prices 30% lower than any Kitchen & Bath showroom-

GUARANTEED!
With any work $2000.00 or more we offer:

Free Sink , Free Ogee edge, Free removal of existing Counter tops, sealer

1526 E Elizabeth Ave Linden, NJ 07036

Tel.908 486-4421    Fax. 908 925-9611    www.marmoenterprises.net
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