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POLICE BLOTTER

BOE OK’s 2009-10 Goals;
Vandalism Drops in SP-F
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education (SP-
F BOE) has approved its district goals for
the 2009-2010 school year. Goals include
meeting or exceeding the federal
government’s No Child Left Behind
benchmarks, developing the District Tech-
nology Plan for 2010-2013 and continu-
ing upgrades in technology, developing
service learning and global awareness,
and creating a team to explore organiza-
tional improvements for the district’s
middle schools.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said that the approved goals will
soon be put up on the district’s website,
spfk12.org. “These goals are so clearly com-
ing off of the strategic planning process,”
she added, and thanked all of the individuals
who worked on the strategic planning.

Additionally, Superintendent Hayes
reported on the progress of the district’s
goals for 2008-2009. She said SP-F is
progressing in its first goal of meeting or
exceeding No Child Left Behind bench-
marks, in which each school created two
site-based objectives and action plans
focused on this goal.

“These are challenge goals, goals that
would stretch them,” she said. “All are
meeting AYP (adequate yearly progress)
benchmarks.”

All SP-F’s elementary schools achieved
their objective that states by June 2009,
all third graders will independently write
science journal entries and a minimum of
85 percent could accurately record obser-
vations and diagram. Coles, Brunner and
Evergreen Elementary Schools set an ob-
jective that the percent of total students
scoring advanced proficient in the NJ
ASK 4 language arts section will meet or
exceed the percent of students scoring
advanced proficient in the same District
Factor Group. Coles and Evergreen
achieved this objective and Brunner is
progressing, the superintendent said.

McGinn and School One, which set the
same objective but only for general edu-
cation students, are progressing. Park and
Terrill Middle Schools set objectives that
the percentage of students in grades 6-8
and all subgroups will improve to achieve
the revised AYP benchmarks in language
arts and math, Superintendent Hayes said.
The state Department of Education (DOE)
has not yet published the AYP results for
the middle school, she said. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) set an
objective that by this past June  the per-
cent of 10th graders scoring advanced
proficient on the language arts grade 10

NJ PASS would increase 5 percentage
points over the percent of ninth-graders
scoring the same on the grade 9 NJ PASS
in 2008.

The high school did not achieve this
objective, though Superintendent Hayes
reminded the public that this was a chal-
lenge goal. The high school achieved its
second objective, however, which was
that SPFHS would meet or exceed HSPA
benchmarks in math in order to meet the
AYP for all subgroups. Superintendent
Hayes said that the total population and
all subgroups met the AYP benchmark
target in both math and language arts per
preliminary DOE results.

“This is wonderful news, we are cel-
ebrating with the high school,” she said.

The district achieved its second goal of
developing a DOE-approved, five-year
pre-k expansion plan. Superintendent
Hayes said SP-F submitted its plan to the
DOE, but it determined not to fund dis-
tricts with less than 40 percent of students
economically disadvantaged, which in-
cluded SP-F. The district then imple-
mented a half-day integrated pre-school
model. One hundred and forty-four stu-
dents are involved with these half-day
pre-k programs, she said.

The third goal, to complete the strate-
gic planning process, was also achieved,
as the plan was adopted by board mem-
bers on June 25.

The fourth goal, which dealt with tech-
nology advances, is progressing. The
board awarded a contract to Millennium
for the purchase of a fiber-wide area net-
work. Other progress in technology, the
superintendent said, included the imple-
mentation of the Naviance Program,
which improves student and parent ac-
cess to guidance services, as well as the
implementation of the Honeywell Instant
Alert system and the district’s collabora-
tion with the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment on a grant opportunity to support
safety in the schools.

“It’s exciting how many goals were
achieved,” Board Vice-President Nancy
Bauer said.

In other business, Director of Special
Services Tom Beese presented a Vio-
lence and Vandalism Report for the 2008-
2009 school year.

“Overall, we’ve had some nice de-
creases,” he said.

Mr. Beese announced that 30 instances
of violence occurred in the district, an
increase from the 23 instances that were
reported in 2007-2008. There were five
cases of vandalism, a decrease from the
11 cases in 2007-2008. Mr. Beese an-
nounced that there were no reports of
weapons in the district, a decrease from
the three that occurred during the previ-
ous school year. Reports of substance
abuse increased from four in 2007-2008
to 10 last year.

“We are in the average range of our like
districts,” Mr. Beese said of the findings.

He also added that the increase in stu-
dent population should be taken into ac-
count when considering any increases.

The BOE also approved its board goals
for this 2009-2010 board year. The goals
the BOE set for itself included reviewing
the current structure of committees and
recommending any necessary changes that
would improve its governance structure
and performance in 2010-2011. Addi-
tionally, the community relations com-
mittee would work with the board’s fi-
nance committee to explore the creation
of a network of volunteers and patrons
that would assist in generating alternative
revenue sources for the district. Lastly,
the facilities committee will work with
the administration to review current and
future enrollment trends and identify any
future needs for the facilities.

Board members approved requests to
establish a special education program at
Park Intermediate and McGinn Elemen-
tary Schools, as well as to establish a
preschool disability program at Coles El-
ementary School. The board also approved
the submission of a request to eliminate a
preschool disability program at Brunner
and Evergreen Schools. The program is
now at Coles. These current approvals
were for the rooms needed for the pro-
grams, as the programs were approved
this past August.

The board will meet next on Thursday,
November 12, for an open agenda meet-
ing and again on Thursday, November
19, for a regular public meeting.

Westfield
Monday, October 26, Naim Najieb, 28,

of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing Elizabeth warrant in the amount of
$500 after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation at South Avenue and
Sussex Street. He was released on his
own recognizance per the Elizabeth Court.

Tuesday, October 27, Michael DeFazio,
24, of Westfield was arrested after re-
sponding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy an active Westfield traffic
warrant for $130. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, October 27, Henry Phillips,
Jr., 49, of Newark was arrested in the area
of East South and Central Avenues on an
outstanding Princeton traffic warrant in
the amount of $200. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance per
the Princeton Police Department.

Tuesday, October 27, a burglary and
theft was reported at a residence on the
700 block of First Street, with jewelry and
miscellaneous items stolen. The incident,
which is believed to have occurred be-
tween 8:35 a.m. and 6:53 p.m. that day, is
under investigation by the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau.

Thursday, October 29, responding to a
report of a suspicious motor vehicle in
Brightwood Park, police arrested Daniel
Dirienzo, 19, of Scotch Plains, along with
three female juveniles. They were charged
with possession of alcoholic beverages.
Dirienzo also was charged with offering
alcohol to minors. All four were released
to responsible adults.

Thursday, October 29, Jeffrey Shaw,
23, of Irvington was arrested at Union
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount of
$99. He was released after posting bail.

Thursday, October 29, the manager of
an East Broad Street business reported the
shoplifting of approximately $620 worth
of women’s merchandise. The suspects
were described as two Hispanic females.

Friday, October 30, Darell Linton, 19,
and Jamal Sheppard, 20, both of Scotch
Plains, were arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on the 500 block of Hort
Street and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.
They were each released on their own
recognizance with a summons.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
400 block of Birch Place reported that
two tires on his motor vehicle were
slashed. No suspects were reported.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
800 block of Knollwood Terrace reported
the theft of two lawn ornaments from her
front yard. The approximate value of the
theft was $50.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
300 block of Tuttle Parkway reported that
the rear window on his motor vehicle was
broken. The value of the damage was
undetermined and there were no suspects.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
600 block of Forest Avenue reported that
the tires on her motor vehicle were cut.
The value of the damage was unknown
and there were no suspects.

Saturday, October 31, a Fanwood resi-
dent turned over to Westfield police head-
quarters a black leather wallet that was
found on the 100 block of Elm Street. The
wallet contained three U.S. dollars, an inter-
national driver’s license and a bank card.

Monday, November 2, Katie Ladner,
32, of New Vernon was arrested on an
outstanding Union Township traffic war-
rant in the amount of $300 after a motor
vehicle stop at Summit Court and Rahway
Avenue. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, November 2, Stefan Urda,
56, of Avenel was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
pursuant to a motor vehicle investigation
at East Broad Street and Springfield Av-
enue. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and later
released to a relative.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 26, Theressa Will-

iams, 46, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor
vehicle stop. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, October 27, Horace Allen, 38,
of East Orange was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Tuesday, October 27, Joel Douglas, 21,
of Roselle was arrested on an outstanding
warrant following a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, October 28, a resident of
Willow Avenue reported that someone
repeatedly called her house and yelled
obscenities into the phone.

Thursday, October 29, a student at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed
her cell phone, valued at approximately
$250, from her unlocked locker.

Thursday, October 29, an employee at
a Jerusalem Road office reported that she
got into an argument with a co-worker, at
which time the other worker grabbed her
arm, causing a bruise.

Friday, October 30, a resident of Coles
Avenue reported that someone entered
her motor vehicle and removed a GPS,
valued at approximately $300.

Saturday, October 31, the manager at a
Route 22 convenience store reported that
someone came into the store and left with
several soft drinks without paying.

Saturday, October 31, Jeff Paul, 49, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-

ing warrant after an officer responded to a
report of a fight in progress. Paul was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released. According to po-
lice, Paul was not involved in the fight.

Mountainside
Thursday, October 29, Marquis A.

Kennedy, 23, of Vauxhall was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving with a suspended
license.

Thursday, October 29, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that her
former boyfriend has been harassing her
on her college campus. According to po-
lice, the victim was told to report the
incidents to campus security.

Friday, October 30, Judith Galarza, 32,
of Newark was arrested following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22 for allegedly
driving with a suspended license and on
outstanding warrants out of Union Town-
ship totaling $1,300. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and turned over to the Union
Township Police Department.

Saturday, October 31, Andrew
Jakubowski, 20, of Mountainside was ar-
rested and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of Creek
Bed Road reported that someone had sprayed
latex paint on his vehicles, a brick retaining
wall and his driveway sometime during the
night. According to police, the victim was
able to remove the paint from his vehicle,
but was uncertain if it could be removed
from the wall and the driveway.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of
Creek Bed Road reported that sometime
overnight someone had poured latex paint
on her driveway.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of
Blazo Terrace reported that he heard a
suspicious noise outside his residence
and that when he went to investigate, he
noticed his garage and vehicles had been
hit with eggs. According to police, he
witnessed a passenger in a small minivan
or SUV throwing eggs at his vehicles, but
it was too dark to determine the color of
the vehicle. A search of the surrounding
area for the vehicle was unsuccessful,
police said.

Sunday, November 1, a resident of
Saddle Brook Road reported that some-
one threw approximately one dozen eggs
at her house sometime overnight.

Sunday, November 1, Ramon E.
Santiago, 34, of Newark was arrested at
Kenilworth police headquarters on an
outstanding Mountainside warrant in the
amount of $500. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department for an ac-
tive Union County no-bail warrant.

Sunday, November 1, a resident of Creek
Bed Road reported that someone splattered
his motor vehicle and his driveway with a
bone colored latex paint. According to po-
lice, the victim was able to remove most of
the paint from his vehicle and would try a
solvent to remove the other damage.

Monday, November 2, Roman M.
Waskiw, 34, of Union was arrested on an
active Union County no-bail warrant after
officers responded to Upland Road on a
report of an assault. According to police,
while investigating the report of the as-
sault, they found Waskiw sleeping on a
couch, and a subsequent background check
revealed the warrant. While in police cus-
tody, he also was found to be in possession
of a pipe used for smoking marijuana and
was charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia, police said. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Fanwood
Thursday, October 29, Rashad A.

Watson, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding Fanwood warrant.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, October 29, Mario Pelaez, 31,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue on an
outstanding Rahway warrant. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, October 30, a business on the
100 block of Martine Avenue reported that
sometime overnight, someone spray
painted graffiti on the back of his building.

Saturday, October 31, Jonathan P.
Knechtel, 19, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia after a field investigation on
North Avenue. He was processed, issued a
summons and released with a court date.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
100 block of Midway Avenue reported
that someone entered his unlocked motor
vehicle while it was parked in the street
and removed his wallet, which contained
personal items and $300 in cash.

Sunday, November 1, Mark D. Bower,
34, of Williamsport, Pa. was arrested and
charged with possession of drug parapher-
nalia after a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of South Avenue. He was processed,
issued a summons and released with a
court date.

Sunday, November 1, a resident of the
200 block of North Martine Avenue re-
ported that someone entered his home
and caused criminal mischief. According
to police, the victim was uncertain if
anything was missing at this time.

Monday, November 2, Lindsey A.
Burts, 26, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Franklin
Township and Union City after a field
investigation. He was processed and
turned over to the Franklin Township
Police for failure to post bail.

 Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...The Westfield Leader and The Times held its annual
Halloween Bash at the Corbin residence last Friday. Publisher Horace Corbin,
pictured, bottom left, dressed as an unpopular Philadelphia Phillie.

Courtesy of Tom Sloan
AMERICANA BABY!...The USS New York  arrived Monday at New York Harbor
with a 21-gun salute. Citizens, firefighters, police and EMTs gathered for the arrival.
The Navy ship was crafted with steel from the World Trade Center wreckage to pay
tribute to the victims and survivors of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JACK-O-LANTERN AT THE LAKE...Kids fire up a marshmallow treat at
Sunday night’s Great Pumpkin Sail at Echo Lake Park. The lake was lit up with
jack-o-lanterns sailing across the waters.

too much to undo.”
“It has been a pleasure to serve

the residents of Fanwood. I can’t
say I’m not disappointed,” Mr.
Valian said. He stated that he hopes
to see the work begun by the gov-
erning body during his time on the
council continue, and pledged to
continue serving the borough
through volunteer work. “I may not
be sitting in the [council] seat, but
I’ll still be working for Fanwood
anyway I can.”

Mayor Colleen Mahr, who was
elected on the Democratic ticket with
Ms. Dolce in 2003, said she was “ex-
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Fanwood Elections

Holmes, who is retiring this year, for
all of his achievements, Mr. Mirabella
stated that “Mohamed has big shoes
to fill.”

In his acceptance speech, Mr. Jalloh
said, he is proud to join the freehold-
ers who he referred to as “wonderful
human beings as well as good free-
holders.”

Referring to his predecessor, Mr.
Jalloh said, “(Considering) all the
work he has done for Union County
and for the community, I can’t fill his
shoes or take his place. (But) I will
carry on his legacy.”

In recognition of the next five years
he will serve as county surrogate, Mr.
LaCorte said he can’t take personal
credit for his victory.

“Without all of you out there, this
wouldn’t have happened,” Mr.
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Mr. Lewis and Mr. Benedict to con-
sider running for a board position
again in the future.

Ms. Winkler will be sworn in as a
board member at the next SP-F BOE
meeting, on Thursday, November 12.

Ms. Winkler will serve as a board
member until April. During the April
board elections, the remaining year of
the term will then be up for election.

The other Fanwood seat, a stan-
dard three-year term, will also be on
the ballot in April. The seat is cur-
rently held by Rob O’Connor.

stantial parts of the increase were the
result of the court-ordered $250-mil-
lion expansion of RVSA’s facilities.

Mr. Bonaccorso said the mayors
calling for this oversight were bipar-
tisan, consisting of two Democrats
and one Republican. He stated that
six mayors were present at the press
conference, including Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool.

Westfield’s RVSA Commissioner
Allen Chin said the mayors’ actions
“expresses ‘no confidence’ in their
commissioners.” Mr. Chin also
asked, “How many of the mayors
had taken a tour of RVSA’s facil-
ity?” He stated that, “if they really
want oversight, make yourself a
commissioner.” Mr. Chin acknowl-
edged that Rahway’s mayor, Mr.
Kennedy, had served for a time as a
commissioner, a point also made by
Mr. Kennedy at the press confer-
ence.

When contacted by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, RVSA Ex-
ecutive Director Michael Brinker re-
vealed that among RVSA’s manage-
ment and board, “nobody was in-
vited” to the press conference. Mr.
Brinker said New Jersey regulations
do not allow borrowing through state
programs for longer than 20 years, so
according to Mr. Brinker, the author-
ity, under pressure from municipali-
ties, was forced to borrow at market
rates rather than the sub-market rates
in the state program to extend the
debt to 30 years.

Mr. Brinker also said RVSA’s 2009
operating budget of $15.4 million is
spread among roughly 100,000 house-
holds. This yields an operating cost
portion of RVSA’s charges of about
$154 per home before industrial use
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she said.
Democrats, however, maintained

control of the General Assembly, and
will continue to hold a 48-32 advan-
tage, although one GOP seat was
vacant headed into Election Day. The
Democrats also control the Senate,
which was not up for election this
year, by a 23-17 margin.

The 21st District includes Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood and Mountainside.

In the neighboring 22nd District,
Democratic incumbents Linda
Stender of Fanwood, with 24,133
votes, and Jerry Green of Plainfield,
with 23,667, survived a close battle
waged by Scotch Plains Republicans
Martin Marks, with 21,810, the former
township mayor, and William “Bo”
Vastine, with 20,737.

Mr. Marks, who previously ran
unsuccessfully for state Senate in
2003 and for Congress in 2008, speak-
ing to supporters at the Sun Tavern in
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Scotch Plains to Hold
H1N1 Clinic Nov. 8

SCOTCH PLAINS – An H1N1 Vac-
cination Clinic will be held on Sunday,
November 8, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
located at  667 Westfield Road.

The clinic is open to residents who
are pregnant women, household con-
tacts and caregivers for children
younger than six months of age,
healthcare and emergency medical
services personnel, all people from
six months through 19 years of age,
and persons aged 25 through 64 years
who have health conditions associ-
ated with higher risk of medical com-
plications from influenza.

Parents or legal guardians must
accompany a minor.

For future H1N1 clinic
schedules,check the Scotch Plains
Township website:
scotchplainsnj.com.

is deducted. Mr. Brinker also said this
cost roughly doubles when debt ser-
vice is added in.

RVSA member municipalities are
subject to a 4 percent annual cap to
their budgets, he said, but costs such
as debt service and insurance are ex-
cluded. Mr. Brinker said RVSA’s op-
erating budget portion had dropped
by $75,000 from 2008 to 2009.

Following the press conference,
Rahway Business Administrator Pe-
ter Pelissier said that about 12 years,
ago Rahway contracted with United
Water to operate the city’s water plant.
He said the plant now operates with
13 employees, down from the 32
employees when it was operated by
the city.

Mr. Pelissier commented that some
specialized staff are not onsite but are
shared between multiple United Wa-
ter locations. Mr. Pelissier had said
that this was similar to Scotch Plains
sharing its municipal health services
with Rahway.
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tremely sorry that two very dedicated
public servants will not be with me
come January.” She added, however,
that she “would welcome the two
new councilmen-elect” and look for-
wards “to bringing them up to speed”
on the work the governing body is
doing.

She commended Ms. Dolce and
Mr. Valian for conducting a door-to-
door campaign “which focused on
the issues,” adding that “they will still
be connected to Fanwood.”

“I’ll miss them, with their leader-
ship and dedication to Fanwood,”
Mayor Mahr said.

LaCorte said. “I look forward to serv-
ing you for the next five years.”

Unsuccessful county surrogate can-
didate Art Zapolski, speaking AT a
GOP gathering at the Sun Tavern in
Fanwood, called the campaign a “mar-
velous experience.”

Mr. Sytko and Ms. Cole thanked
campaign manager Glenn Mortimer,
a Mountainside councilman, and
County GOP Chairman Phil Morin.

Mr. Morin saluted the ticket, call-
ing it “hard-working, strong, young
and energetic.”

Mr. Sytko said that, given the fi-
nancial resources he and Ms. Cole
faced from the “all-Democratic
county machine,” it was “nothing
short of a miracle” that they polled so
well. Ms. Cole told supporters they
“haven’t seen the last of me.”

Fanwood, said it was “disappointing
to have come up short,” but noted that
he and Mr. Vastine had outpolled Mrs.
Stender in her hometown of Fanwood.

Mr. Marks said he hoped Mrs.
Stender and Mr. Green and the Demo-
cratic majority in next year’s state
Legislature “realize the grave situa-
tion this state is in.” He apologized to
District 22 voters for not having
“worked extra hard on your behalf”
to unseat incumbents who he said “do
not work on your behalf.”

Mr. Vastine, making his first run
for elective office, said the fact that he
and Mr. Marks, in the face of being
outnumbered in Democratic voter
registration and outspent in advertis-
ing, having done “as well as we did
speaks of frustration and the trouble
this state is in.”

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin called the Marks-
Vastine team “a tremendous ticket.”

A call to Asw. Stender seeking com-
ments were not returned by press
deadline.

Westfield Skibitsky
Wins Re-election

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK and
MAGGIE DIGGORY

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Celebrating at Echo
Lake Country Club after a victorious Tues-
day evening, Republicans will now enjoy
an 8-1 majority in Westfield. The GOP
kept the mayor’s seat and won three of four
council races, picking up a seat in Ward 4.

Winning reelection, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky carried 63 percent of the
Westfield vote (7,076), with Democrat
Bill Brennan pulling in the remaining 37
percent (4,205).

Two Republican newcomers will join
Mayor Skibitsky on the council; in Ward
1, Sam Della Fera received 58 percent of
the vote (1,684), while Democrat Janice
Siegel pulled in 42 percent (1,197). Mr.
Della Fera replaces Sal Caruana, who did
not seek reelection.

In Ward 4, fellow Republican new-
comer Keith Loughlin (1,503) was elected
by a 52-48 percent margin over incum-
bent Democrat Tom Bigosinski (1,370).

Running unopposed, Vicki Kimmins,
a Republican incumbent in Ward 2, re-
ceived 1,811 votes; the sole Democrat to
emerge victorious, incumbent David
Haas, will return to the council to repre-
sent Ward 3 after winning by a 56-44
percent margin over newcomer Tom
Delaney.

Westfield Republican Chairman Jon
Bramnick, who won re-election himself
on Tuesday night to the state Assembly,
said the Republican slate remained victo-
rious because of its members’ “honesty
and effective leadership.”

crat” on the ballot.
This year’s campaign focused a

great deal on whether the council had
acted correctly in June when it cre-
ated a new sewer utility as a way of
removing the $2.5 million payment
from the township budget and, in-
stead, billing property owners for their
water usage.

Mr. Bratti said it was the only fis-
cally responsible way to stay within
the state-mandated property tax cap
while Mrs. Mullen said it was another
tax on residents, particularly com-
mercial property owners already pay-
ing the new assessment to finance
business district improvement activi-
ties.
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