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GARGANTUAN TASK…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) drops off a copy of the
1,990-page proposed health care reform bill at the Scotch Plains Public Library
on Monday. The bill was unveiled by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. Rep. Lance
urges all residents to read the bill to understand why he strongly opposes it and
calls it “fiscally irresponsible.” The document is also available to the public on his
website, lance.house.gov, and at his district office in Westfield on North Avenue.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRIUMPH...Republican Governor-elect Chris Christie and his Lieutant Governor running mate, Kim Guadagno, salute
the crowd at their election headquarters in Parsippany Tuesday night following their victory over Governor Jon Corzine.

Clark, Rahway Mayors
Call for RVSA Oversight

SP-F BOE Picks Winkler
To Fill Fanwood Seat Vacancy

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After inter-
viewing three candidates recently, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (SP-F BOE) has chose
Fanwood resident Amy Winkler to
serve as board member, filling the
seat left vacant by the resignation of
Sasha Slocum in September.

Ms. Winkler has two children at
Coles Elementary School and has
done volunteer work for the Coles
PTA, including serving as co-chair of
the Earth Day Committee.

“From the time my older child be-
gan attending Coles School, I knew I
wanted to be involved and know ev-
erything I could about the school and
the district,” she told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “I began at-
tending PTA meetings right away and
signed myself up as a volunteer, for
nothing in particular, just wherever
they might need me.”

“Being involved in the PTA has
been very rewarding and, as my chil-
dren grow older, it is an obvious choice
for me to be involved at a more dis-
trict-wide level,” she told The Times.
“Hearing the board members who
have attended our PTA meetings dis-
cuss the district budget each year, and
reading the reports of the DLT (Dis-
trict Legislative Team), and occasion-
ally attending board meetings, or
watching them from home on the
local cable channel, it became clear
to me that being on the board was
something that I wanted to pursue.”

Ms. Winkler said that she chooses to
stay home and focus on her family. In
the past, she said, she has worked as a

hydrogeologist on environmental
cleanups at Superfund and other sites.

Also interviewed for the board
member opening were Fanwood resi-
dents Michael Lewis and Jason
Benedict.

Mr. Lewis  has a background in
customer service and accounting. He
has one child in the elementary school
level.

Mr. Benedict is an executive direc-
tor in the information technology de-
partment at Fordham University
working in the area of information
security. He has one infant child.

Candidates were able to make open-
ing statements and then were asked
two prepared questions, which in-
cluded describing some of the steps
they would follow when making a
decision on a controversial issue, and
what priorities he or she thought the
district should focus on.

The candidates also answered fol-
low-up questions from the board, such
as what types of volunteering they
had done, whether in-district or out-
of-district.

The board deliberated for about 45
minutes before announcing it had
chose Ms. Winkler.

“It was a very hard decision to
make,” Board President Trip
Whitehouse told The Times. “All three
brought different strengths, and they
all had a background of service in
some form or another.”

“It was nice to see we had three
good choices,” he added. “There was
truly a desire on each of their parts to
serve.”

Several board members encouraged

Bratti Wins SP Election;
GOP Keeps 3-2 Majority

Manduca, Szuch Defeat Dolce,
Valian in Fanwood Council Race

By TED RITTER and SUZETTE
STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Come January, the
Borough Council will have a signifi-
cantly new and bi-partisan look. Re-
publican council candidates Michael
Szuch and Robert Manduca swept
the race for two seats on the govern-
ing body, handing a double-surprise
defeat to Democratic incumbents
Donna Dolce, currently the council
president, and David Valian.

Mr. Szuch and Mr. Manduca will
join fellow Republican Anthony
Parenti, the borough’s former police
chief, on the council, thus creating a
3-3 bi-partisan split, with Democratic
Mayor Colleen Mahr as a potential
tie-breaking vote.

Unofficial results showed Mr.
Szuch getting the most votes, with
1,394. Mr. Manduca was close be-
hind, with 1,387. Ms. Dolce and Mr.
Valian trailed with 1,317 and 1,262,
respectively. These totals included
absentee ballots.

As the final results came in at the
GOP’s crowded and celebratory elec-
tion-night headquarters, located at
Fanwood’s Sun Tavern, Mr. Manduca
approached Mr. Szuch and called him
“councilman-elect” for the first time,
clearly catching Mr. Szuch by sur-
prise.

“I feel great,” Mr. Szuch said. “I’m
very thankful for the support of all
our residents.”

Reflecting on the campaign, Mr.
Szuch said, “In the end, I think [the

Democrats’] attack campaign really
worked against them, [but] I want to
thank David [Valian] and Donna
[Dolce]; they did a great job.”

Mr. Manduca attributed the Re-
publican upset to “the decency of the
people of this town.”

“It’s a good night for Fanwood,”
Mr. Manduca said, adding that the
Democrats tried to play “big city poli-
tics.”

“I thank [Ms. Dolce and Mr. Valian]
for their service, but the campaign
was a shame,” he said.

Looking ahead to his first council
term, Mr. Szuch, a union electrician,
said he would like to follow up on the
results of the borough’s shared ser-
vices study, which is due to be com-
pleted by the end of this year.

Mr. Szuch also said, “I’d really like
to see us put emphasis on rehabilita-
tion [of the properties along] Martine
Avenue between LaGrande and
South,” as opposed to the larger-scale
redevelopment going on a block away.

Mr. Manduca said one of his initial
priorities will be to ensure that
“Fanwood gets a fair shake,” given
the share of local tax dollars “we’re
already paying” to Union County. He
said Fanwood is “getting the short
end of the stick” and deserves a “much
bigger bang for the buck.”

As the Republicans celebrated and
watched for the returns from other
races, the Democratic headquarters
at the South Street Café in Fanwood,
normally crowded with the party’s
faithful on Election Night, was occu-
pied by a small gathering of support-
ers. Despite the disappointing turn-
out, Ms. Dolce and Mr. Valian both
reflected positively on their cam-
paigns and their council service. Each
also pledged to continue serving the
borough in other capacities.

“I will continue to work hard for
Fanwood,” Ms. Dolce told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times at the post-
election gathering. “I live here.”

She said she felt proud that she and
her running mate “ran a good cam-
paign,” but stated that the effect of the
New Jersey gubernatorial race, where
Republican Chris Christie defeated
Democratic incumbent Governor Jon
Corzine, on local elections “was just

Suzette Stalker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD VICTORY...Fanwood Borough Council  election winners, Republi-
cans  Michael Szuch, left, and Robert Manduca, celebrate at the Sun Tavern in
Fanwood on Tuesday night with Republican Nicole Cole of Fanwood, center, who
narrowly lost her bid in the race for Union County Freeholder.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREEHOLDER VICTORY...Freeholder Al Mirabella, right, of Fanwood thanks
supporters election night on Tuesday at L’Affaire in Mountainside. Mr. Mirabella
(D) won re-election along with incumbent Freeholder Deborah Scanlon (D), left,
of Union and newcomer winner Mohamed Jalloh (D), second left, of Roselle.

Democrats Keep Their 9-0 Majority
On Union County Freeholder Board

By SARA MAGNOLA
and FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County Democrats posted their 15th
consecutive victory in the seven-can-
didate race for three seats on the
Board of Chosen Freeholders on Tues-
day night and will continue to hold a
9-0 majority when the board reorga-
nizes in January. Democrats have held
all nine seats since 1998.

Celebrating their victory at
L’Affaire Fine Catering on Route 22
in Mountainside were Freeholders Al
Mirabella of Fanwood, Deborah
Scanlon of Union and Freeholder-
Elect Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle.
They received 57,193, 57,359 and
53,866 votes, respectively. Republi-
cans Anthony Sytko, a Garwood coun-
cilman, and Nicole Cole of Fanwood,
making her first run for elected of-
fice, garnered 47,842 and 49,097
votes, respectively. Independent can-

didates Hope Thompson, who cap-
tured 3,958 votes, and Karen Gielen,
with 3,389, both of Plainfield, ran on
a line with Plainfield mayoral candi-
date Deborah Dowe.

Surrogate James LaCorte of Eliza-
beth, a Democrat, won a third, five-
year term with 58,239 votes. Repub-
lican challenger Art Zapolski, a Lin-
den attorney and retired colonel in the
United States Air Force Reserves,
received 46,891votes.

With the GOP showing optimism
of a victory this year, Mr. Mirabella
called his party’s campaign “hard”
but expressed his appreciation for the
support the Democratic candidates

received in their efforts.
“I can’t believe we’re here for a

fifth term,” Mr. Mirabella said. “It’s
remarkable to have the support over
all of these years.”

Mrs. Scanlon agreed, saying, “So
many people worked so hard. Without
their help, we wouldn’t be here. Thanks
for coming out and voting for us!”

Both incumbents expressed pride
and enthusiasm regarding the elec-
tion of  the newest Democrat to join
the freeholder board, Mr. Jalloh.

“Mohamed, it’s great to have you,”
Mrs. Scanlon said.

After thanking  Freeholder Chester

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — At a press conference
held last Wednesday, three mayors,
Sal Bonaccorso of Clark, James
Kennedy of Rahway and John
McCormac of Woodbridge, called for
an oversight committee to watch the
actions of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority’s (RVSA) board of
commissioners.

Mr. Bonaccorso, in comments fol-
lowing an October 28 press confer-
ence, described the concept of the
committee as “not looking to be criti-
cal, but to be helpful.” Mr. Kennedy
commented that 1947 laws creating
authorities make them “very inde-
pendent from municipalities.” A ques-
tion about the legality of such a com-
mittee was responded to with a com-

ment that recommendations of the
panel would be non-binding. Mr.
McCormac said anything more would
require a change to RVSA bylaws.

Both Rahway and Woodbridge re-
ceive sewerage services from both
the Middlesex County Utilities Au-
thority (MCUA) and RVSA, and both
had prepared comparison charts. A
chart provided by Woodbridge
showed MCUA’s fees to Woodbridge
rising from nearly $2.1 million in
2005 to just over $3.1 million in 2010
(based on estimates). During the same
period, the chart shows RVSA’s fees
rising from just over $2.75 million to
just shy of $6 million. The chart shows
the total increases at 49 percent for
MCUA and at 117 percent for RVSA.
The mayors acknowledged that sub-
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican
councilman Dominick Bratti won
Tuesday’s special election and will
serve out the remaining 13 months of
an unexpired term on the township
council. Mr. Bratti’s 54 percent to 46
percent victory over Democrat
Theresa Mullen ensures that Repub-
licans will continue to control the
governing body by a 3-2 margin.

“I’m glad people could see what
we’re really about,” Mr. Bratti told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at
Tuesday’s victory party at the Sun
Tavern in Fanwood, where township
party supporters were joined by back-
ers of Republican candidates from
Fanwood as well as the county and
state legislative levels. Mr. Bratti said
he is looking ahead to a “smoother
budget process” in 2010 now that a
municipal manager will guide the
process from start to finish. He said
he also hopes for “more civility in the
local government. It shouldn’t be an
adversarial thing.”

He also repeated his call for local
elected officials to “make decisions
that are best for Scotch Plains and not
worry about politics.”

Mr. Bratti, who was named to the
council in January to fill the council
seat left vacant when Mayor Nancy

Malool took the mayor’s slot on the
governing body, received 3,950 votes
to Mrs. Mullen’s 3,349, according to
unofficial results. Mr. Bratti was vic-
torious in 18 of the township’s 22
voting districts, with Mrs. Mullen
winning in the other four.

Mrs. Mullen, who ran unsuccess-
fully for council last year, told The
Times she was satisfied with her cam-
paign. “It was a great experience run-
ning and meeting residents,” she said
Tuesday night. After congratulating
Mr. Bratti on his victory, she said she
had “gotten more votes in Scotch
Plains today than any other Demo-
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Councilman Dominick Bratti
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Local Incumbents Re-elected
To State Assembly Seats

ByPAUL PEYTON  and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Republican Assembly
members Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) and Nancy Munoz (LD-
21, Summit) easily won re-election
Tuesday by defeating Democrats
Bruce Bergen of Springfield and
Norman Albert of Cranford.

Mr. Bramnick and Mrs. Munoz,
the widow of Assemblyman Eric
Munoz, a trauma surgeon who died
following emergency cardiac surgery
in April, received 43,261 and 43,361
votes, respectively, to Mr. Bergen’s
23,306 and Mr. Albert’s 22,806.

Mr. Bramnick, the Republican
deputy whip, won a fourth term in the
Assembly, while Mrs. Munoz won
her first full term.

Celebrating at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club in Westfield, Mr. Bramnick
said, “We are extremely pleased that
voters have expressed confidence in
[what we believe is] ethical and re-
sponsible leadership.”

Speaking after Republican Chris
Christie’s victory over Democratic
Governor Jon Corzine, Mr. Bramnick

said, “In a democracy, when you’re in
a position of power, you have to de-
liver. And one thing about Ameri-
cans, whether in New Jersey or Wyo-
ming, if you don’t deliver, they’ll get
rid of you. They don’t care if you’re a
Democrat, Republican or Indepen-
dent.”

Mrs. Munoz said, “This is the first
election I’ve won outside of a pri-
mary, and I believe (the late Assem-
blyman) Eric (Munoz) was with us
tonight.”

“I feel I’m channeling Eric. He’d
be so proud. I will continue to do the
hard work and continue [to support
initiatives that adhere to] his values.
He would be so happy,” Mrs. Munoz
said. “He told me a year and a half
before he died that if anything hap-
pened to him, he wanted me to serve
in his place. I believe this is the right
thing for me.”

“Eric fought for the vulnerable (she
mentioned his support of the Lunsford
Act) and cared tremendously for oth-
ers. I share his values and am just as
passionate about those initiatives,”
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