
Page 10 Thursday, November 5, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

POLICE BLOTTER

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...The Westfield Leader held its annual Halloween Bash at
the Corbin estate last Friday. Publisher Horace Corbin, pictured, bottom left,
dressed as a Philadelphia Phillie.

Ron Bansky
908-301-0711

I can help you protect your growing family at an
affordable price.
Do you have enough life insurance? It’s one of the
best ways to provide for your family if something
happens  to  you.  With  the  right  coverage,  love
wins. Call me today for affordable options.

519 South Ave W.
Westfield

With Allstate life insurance,
love wins.

Life  insurance  offered  by  Allstate  Life  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL,  and  Lincoln  Benefit  Life
Company:  Lincoln,  NE.  In  New York,  Allstate  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New York,  Hauppauge,  NY.  ©
2009 Allstate Insurance Company

New Restaurant Approved
For Bombay Site on Elm Street

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s plan-
ning board on Monday night approved
a new restaurant to go in the old Bombay
store on Central Avenue in the down-
town.

The Turning Point, a small chain of
eateries in the state, serves breakfast
and lunch that owner Kurt Ruoff de-
scribed as “healthy” fare, noting that he
does not have deep-fat fryers or a char
broiler. Venting of the restaurant’s
kitchen will occur through the roof.

The restaurant will be open seven
days a week from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. with
shared parking in the rear with Banana
Republic, which is next door, and a
dance studio on the second floor, as
well as public municipal parking.

Members of the public, who op-
posed the application, brought up what
they said was a lack of parking for a
restaurant that seats up to 120 people.

A part of that seating, Mr. Ruoff said,
will typically not be used daily and a
space in the back will be used for
private parties, such as bridal and wed-
ding showers.

Two of the handicapped parking spots
in the rear will be moved further away
from the back door to make way for a
loading zone. Mr. Ruoff said he re-
ceives deliveries twice a week between
the hours of 7 and 10 a.m.

Mike Campagna spoke on behalf of
Dr. Anthony Currillo, whose office is
located on Elmer Street behind the
location of the proposed restaurant.

He questioned the operating hours of
the dance studio above in the summer
time, saying that the studio is open in
the morning and would cause a parking
issue. Mr. Ruoff said he was only aware
of the studio’s current operating hours,
which is after 3 p.m.

Stuart Neiss, a property owner at 138
Elm Street, told the board it would be
“unconscionable” to approve the appli-
cation without completion of a traffic
pattern study. He said the traffic and
parking on Elmer Street is not policed
and there is “bumper to bumper” traffic
from 8 to 10 a.m. on Elmer Street.

Planning Board Chairman Vince Wilt
visibly shook his head no when Mr.
Ruoff was asked by Mr. Campagna if he
planned to do a traffic study. Mr. Ruoff
said he did not think it was necessary.

Burt Modell, the landlord, said he
has owned the building since 1981 and
during that time the “parking lot was
never full.” He also said when Bombay
was in business it had tractor-trailers
pull in to the back parking lot to deliver
furniture.

Sherry Cronin, executive director for
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), said, “These are the most va-
cancies we had in my eight years (with
the DWC).” She said the Bombay site
has been vacant for 22 months. She also
said that, “parking utilization is down
in the downtown.”

Board member Robert Newell said,
“The quantity of onsite parking and an
adequate municipal lot offers adequate
parking.”

The board also heard two other ap-
plications.

Attorney John Schmidt represented
the estate of Eileen Farley, 745-761
Lenape Trail, which sought to subdi-
vide lots 10 and 11, with a lot line
adjustment to enlarge lot 10 to mini-
mize its conformance with RS-24,
zoned for a minimum lot size of 24,000
square feet, requirements.

The daughter of Eileen Farley,
Katherine Farley, spoke on behalf of
the estate.

She said the two lots were bought at
separate times, one in 1958 and the
other in 1962. The lots were subse-
quently merged together by the town,
according the board. Ms. Farley also
said since they were bought that the
town has acted as both lots were sepa-
rate and assessed taxes for each indi-
vidually.

Planner James Watson, representing
the applicant, showed plans of the lots
to the board and said there are isolated
wetlands onsite that are eligible to be
built upon. He said he applied for a fill

permit with the state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), and
is waiting to hear on his application.

The seven siblings who own the es-
tate plan to sell off the two parcels of
land without developing them, Ms.
Farley said. Currently, the family home
still stands on one of the lots.

Ralph Rapuano, a local builder, asked
during the public question portion of
the meeting, if the site contained any
streams.

Mr. Watson replied that there are “no
above ground streams or open water.”

Mr. Rapuano then asked if there are
any underground streams.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon re-
sponded, “I don’t know of an under-
ground stream.” He said there is an
existing storm sewer on lot 11.

According to Mr. Rapuano, there is a
spring 15 feet from the corner of the
existing home.

Planner Peter Steck, also represent-
ing the applicant, showed aerial photo-
graphs, maps, and photos of the exist-
ing conditions of the property. He said
lot 11 is “fully conforming” with the
zone, as well as lot 10, but with the
“exception of the side line,” which is
wooded, he noted. He said he planned
to shift the common line of both lots by
“17 and a fraction feet to give more lot
to lot 10.”

Mr. Steck said, “The unusual shape
of the property results in a hardship.”
He also said they are oversized lots for
the zone and would not result in over-
building, a concern of the town’s mas-
ter plan.

The board unanimously approved
the application.

Jim Peterson and Cliff Peterson’s
application was carried over to next
month’s meeting, December 7, after
hearing from the applicant’s planner
and attorney. The board said it did not
receive updated architectural plans
within the 10-day notice period and
could not consider them at the meeting.
The board also wanted to hear from the
architect.

The applicant proposed to subdivide
their property at 203-209 Livingston
Avenue to build two duplex homes. In
doing so, lot 10 at 209 Livingston Street
would not conform to the zone due to a
shortage in square feet. The zone re-
quires a minimum of 8,000 square feet
for a duplex. The applicant proposed
taking 1,050 square feet of land from
203 Livingston and creating a “jog” on
209 Livingston to make up for the
shortage so he could build a two-family
home there. The “jog” depicted on the
plan is a small square-like piece of
property that juts out on half the portion
at the end of the lot. Without the extra
land, the property would be suitable for
a single-family home, according to the
zoning law.

“I don’t think this lot layout is in
keeping with article 10 of the design
criteria,” Town Planner Bill Drew said.

“In my opinion there is not a pre-
dominant lot pattern,” Mr. Watson re-
plied.

Mr. Drew said, “The widths vary but
configurations are regular,” saying that
the lots in the area are rectangular.

Mr. Watson said “all of the setbacks
are met and there are other two- and
three-family homes in the area.

“What we are looking at are lots that
are not conforming,” Mr. Drew re-
sponded.

The board suggested that the appli-
cant withdraw their application and
come back with a variance application
that asks for a variance in the lot size to
build a two-family home.

After deliberating, the applicant
agreed to withdraw, then after the board
discussed the hearing may be delayed,
the applicant decided to go ahead as
planned.

Then later, after the board again
brought up receiving the new architec-
tural plans too late, the attorney, plan-
ner and applicant asked to meet with
board attorney Russ Finestein outside
to discuss the board’s issues. When
they returned, Mr. Schmidt said he
wished to carry the application to the
next meeting.

WF Regional Health Dept.
To Hold H1N1 Flu Clinics

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Regional
Health Department will be holding two
H1N1 (Swine) flu clinics during the up-
coming weeks.

The first will be on Tuesday, November
10, at Westfield High School, 550 Dorian
Road, Westfield, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. The
vaccine to be distributed at this clinic is the
Live Attenuated Vaccine (the nasal spray).
This type of vaccine will only be given to
healthy individuals, without any chronic
health conditions, who are 2-24 years old;
healthy individuals (without any chronic
health conditions) who are not older than 49
and are a primary caregiver for an infant
under 6 months, or are a licensed healthcare
worker with direct patient contact.

The second clinic will be held on Mon-
day, November 16, at Summit High School,
125 Kent Place Boulevard, Summit, from 5
to 8 p.m. The vaccine to be distributed at this
clinic is inactivated vaccine (the “swine flu
shot”). Only the following populations will
be vaccinated at this clinic: pregnant women;
all individuals 6 months to 24 years of age;
individuals who are 25 to 64 years of age,
with chronic health conditions; caregivers
of infants under 6 months of age, and li-
censed healthcare workers with direct pa-
tient contact.

“We ask that the public be patient, as we
will schedule more clinics as soon as we
receive more vaccine. The referenced target
groups are determined by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and must
be strictly adhered to by the department.
Only individuals who meet these target
populations will be vaccinated. As more
vaccine becomes available, additional clin-
ics will be scheduled to accommodate other

priority groups. Clinics will be scheduled
until everyone who wants a shot has re-
ceived one,” according to a department
press release.

For more information, call (908) 789-
4070.

Westfield
Monday, October 26, Naim Najieb, 28,

of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing Elizabeth warrant in the amount of
$500 after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation at South Avenue and
Sussex Street. He was released on his
own recognizance per the Elizabeth Court.

Tuesday, October 27, Michael DeFazio,
24, of Westfield was arrested after re-
sponding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy an active Westfield traffic
warrant for $130. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, October 27, Henry Phillips,
Jr., 49, of Newark was arrested in the area
of East South and Central Avenues on an
outstanding Princeton traffic warrant in
the amount of $200. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance per
the Princeton Police Department.

Tuesday, October 27, a burglary and
theft was reported at a residence on the
700 block of First Street, with jewelry and
miscellaneous items stolen. The incident,
which is believed to have occurred be-
tween 8:35 a.m. and 6:53 p.m. that day, is
under investigation by the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau.

Thursday, October 29, responding to a
report of a suspicious motor vehicle in
Brightwood Park, police arrested Daniel
Dirienzo, 19, of Scotch Plains, along with
three female juveniles. They were charged
with possession of alcoholic beverages.
Dirienzo also was charged with offering
alcohol to minors. All four were released
to responsible adults.

Thursday, October 29, Jeffrey Shaw,
23, of Irvington was arrested at Union
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount of
$99. He was released after posting bail.

Thursday, October 29, the manager of
an East Broad Street business reported the
shoplifting of approximately $620 worth
of women’s merchandise. The suspects
were described as two Hispanic females.

Friday, October 30, Darell Linton, 19,
and Jamal Sheppard, 20, both of Scotch
Plains, were arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on the 500 block of Hort
Street and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.
They were each released on their own
recognizance with a summons.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
400 block of Birch Place reported that
two tires on his motor vehicle were
slashed. No suspects were reported.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
800 block of Knollwood Terrace reported
the theft of two lawn ornaments from her
front yard. The approximate value of the
theft was $50.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
300 block of Tuttle Parkway reported that
the rear window on his motor vehicle was
broken. The value of the damage was
undetermined and there were no suspects.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
600 block of Forest Avenue reported that
the tires on her motor vehicle were cut.
The value of the damage was unknown
and there were no suspects.

Saturday, October 31, a Fanwood resi-
dent turned over to Westfield police head-
quarters a black leather wallet that was
found on the 100 block of Elm Street. The
wallet contained three U.S. dollars, an inter-
national driver’s license and a bank card.

Monday, November 2, Katie Ladner,
32, of New Vernon was arrested on an
outstanding Union Township traffic war-
rant in the amount of $300 after a motor
vehicle stop at Summit Court and Rahway
Avenue. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, November 2, Stefan Urda,
56, of Avenel was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
pursuant to a motor vehicle investigation
at East Broad Street and Springfield Av-
enue. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and later
released to a relative.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 26, Theressa Will-

iams, 46, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor
vehicle stop. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, October 27, Horace Allen, 38,
of East Orange was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Tuesday, October 27, Joel Douglas,
21, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Wednesday, October 28, a resident of
Willow Avenue reported that someone
repeatedly called her house and yelled
obscenities into the phone.

Thursday, October 29, a student at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed
her cell phone, valued at approximately
$250, from her unlocked locker.

Thursday, October 29, an employee at
a Jerusalem Road office reported that she
got into an argument with a co-worker, at
which time the other worker grabbed her
arm, causing a bruise.

Friday, October 30, a resident of Coles
Avenue reported that someone entered
her motor vehicle and removed a GPS,
valued at approximately $300.

Saturday, October 31, the manager at a
Route 22 convenience store reported that
someone came into the store and left with
several soft drinks without paying.

Saturday, October 31, Jeff Paul, 49, of

Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after an officer responded to a
report of a fight in progress. Paul was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released. According to po-
lice, Paul was not involved in the fight.

Mountainside
Thursday, October 29, Marquis  Kennedy,

23, of Vauxhall was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license.

Thursday, October 29, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that her
former boyfriend has been harassing her
on her college campus. According to po-
lice, the victim was told to report the
incidents to campus security.

Friday, October 30, Judith Galarza, 32,
of Newark was arrested following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22 for allegedly
driving with a suspended license and on
outstanding warrants out of Union Town-
ship totaling $1,300. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and turned over to the Union
Township Police Department.

Saturday, October 31, Andrew
Jakubowski, 20, of Mountainside was ar-
rested and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of
Creek Bed Road reported that someone
had sprayed latex paint on his vehicles, a
brick retaining wall and his driveway
sometime during the night. According to
police, the victim was able to remove the
paint from his vehicle, but was uncertain
if it could be removed from the wall and
the driveway.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of
Creek Bed Road reported that sometime
overnight someone had poured latex paint
on her driveway.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of Blazo
Terrace reported that he heard a suspicious
noise outside his residence and that when
he went to investigate, he noticed his ga-
rage and vehicles had been hit with eggs.
According to police, he witnessed a pas-
senger in a small minivan or SUV throw-
ing eggs at his vehicles, but it was too dark
to determine the color of the vehicle. A
search of the surrounding area for the
vehicle was unsuccessful, police said.

Sunday, November 1, a resident of
Saddle Brook Road reported that some-
one threw approximately one dozen eggs
at her house sometime overnight.

Sunday, November 1, Ramon E.
Santiago, 34, of Newark was arrested at
Kenilworth police headquarters on an
outstanding Mountainside warrant in the
amount of $500. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department for an ac-
tive Union County no-bail warrant.

Sunday, November 1, a resident of Creek
Bed Road reported that someone splattered
his motor vehicle and his driveway with a
bone colored latex paint. According to po-
lice, the victim was able to remove most of
the paint from his vehicle and would try a
solvent to remove the other damage.

Monday, November 2, Roman M.
Waskiw, 34, of Union was arrested on an
active Union County no-bail warrant after
officers responded to Upland Road on a
report of an assault. According to police,
while investigating the report of the as-
sault, they found Waskiw sleeping on a
couch, and a subsequent background check
revealed the warrant. While in police cus-
tody, he also was found to be in possession
of a pipe used for smoking marijuana and
was charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia, police said. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Fanwood
Thursday, October 29, Rashad A.

Watson, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding Fanwood war-
rant. He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, October 29, Mario Pelaez, 31,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue on an
outstanding Rahway warrant. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, October 30, a business on the
100 block of Martine Avenue reported that
sometime overnight, someone spray
painted graffiti on the back of his building.

Saturday, October 31, Jonathan P.
Knechtel, 19, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia after a field investigation on
North Avenue. He was processed, issued a
summons and released with a court date.

Saturday, October 31, a resident of the
100 block of Midway Avenue reported
that someone entered his unlocked motor
vehicle while it was parked in the street
and removed his wallet, which contained
personal items and $300 in cash.

Sunday, November 1, Mark D. Bower,
34, of Williamsport, Pa. was arrested and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop on the
300 block of South Avenue. He was pro-
cessed, issued a summons and released
with a court date.

Sunday, November 1, a resident of the
200 block of North Martine Avenue re-
ported that someone entered his home
and caused criminal mischief. According
to police, the victim was uncertain if
anything was missing at this time.

Monday, November 2, Lindsey A.
Burts, 26, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Franklin
Township and Union City after a field
investigation. He was processed and
turned over to the Franklin Township
Police for failure to post bail.

Courtesy of Tom Sloan
AMERICANA BABY!...The USS New York arrived Monday at New York Harbor
with a 21-gun salute. Citizens, firefighters, police and EMTs gathered for the arrival.
The Navy ship was crafted with steel from World Trade Center wreckage to pay
tribute to the victims and survivors of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

said the mayor, who also acknowl-
edged the work of the Westfield High
School Young Republicans.

Democratic mayoral challenger
Bill Brennan, along with Mr.
Bigosinski, arrived at ELCC after the
victory speeches to concede and con-
gratulate their opponents.

“It’s important to lose with dignity
and grace,” Mr. Brennan said.
“There’s a lot of things I want to say.
This town may not be ready for my
vision. As a trial attorney, at the end
of a case, I don’t say, ‘I won’ or ‘I
lost.’ I say, ‘The jury came back with
a verdict.’ There were a lot of things I
cannot control.”

Prior to conceding, Mr. Brennan
spoke to supporters at the home of Sal
and Pat Antonelli on Kimball Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF GOP Gains 8-1 Majority
“I feel we won the campaign even

though we lost the election,” he said. “I
got my butt kicked. They’re (Republi-
cans) going to take credit. It’s tough
being a Democrat in a Republican town.
In a quiet year, we delivered a good
message,” the Democratic challenger
added.

Mr. Haas addressed supporters who
had gathered in the Antonelli’s great
room and kitchen.

“[The Democrats] who ran would
have been a benefit to Westfield,” Mr.
Haas said. “The Republicans raised the
level of competition…In two years
[when Mr. Ciarrocca’s Ward 3 seat is
up], I look forward to having someone
else on the board [council]. We can do
what the Republicans have done – make
them work hard.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Freeholders Sweep
“I can’t believe we’re here for a

fifth term,” Mr. Mirabella said. “It’s
remarkable to have the support over
all of these years.”

Mrs. Scanlon agreed, saying, “So
many people worked so hard. With-
out their help, we wouldn’t be here.
Thanks for coming out and voting for
us!”

Both incumbents expressed pride
and enthusiasm regarding the elec-
tion of Mr. Jalloh, the newest Demo-
crat to join the freeholder board.

“Mohamed, it’s great to have you,”
Mrs. Scanlon said.

After thanking Freeholder Chester
Holmes, who is retiring this year, for
all of his achievements, Mr. Mirabella
stated that “Mohamed has big shoes
to fill.”

In his acceptance speech, Mr. Jalloh
said he is proud to join the freeholders
who he referred to as “wonderful hu-
man beings as well as good freehold-
ers.”

Referring to his predecessor, Mr.
Jalloh said, “(Considering) all the
work he has done for Union County
and for the community, I can’t fill his

shoes or take his place. (But) I will
carry on his legacy.”

In recognition of the next five years
he will serve as county surrogate,
LaCorte said he cannot take personal
credit for his victory.

“Without all of you out there, this
wouldn’t have happened,” Mr.
LaCorte said. “I look forward to serv-
ing you for the next five years.”

Unsuccessful county surrogate can-
didate Art Zapolski, speaking a GOP
gathering at the Sun Tavern in
Fanwood, called the campaign a “mar-
velous experience.”

Mr. Sytko and Ms. Cole thanked
campaign manager Glenn Mortimer,
a Mountainside councilman, and
County GOP Chairman Phil Morin.

Mr. Morin saluted the ticket, call-
ing it “hard-working, strong, young
and energetic.”

Mr. Sytko said that, given the fi-
nancial resources he and Ms. Cole
faced from the “all-Democratic
county machine,” it was “nothing
short of a miracle” that they polled so
well. Ms. Cole told supporters they
“haven’t seen the last of me.”

for their support saying, “I hope that I
can deliver the common sense that I
believe needs to be part of any town
management.”

“It’s a shame we didn’t both win,”
Council President Sluka told The
Leader. Calling his running mate an
“invaluable asset to the town” he at-
tributed Councilwoman Villaggio’s
loss to Republican Gubernatorial can-
didate Chris Christie’s win in
Garwood to the Democrat loss. Mr.
Christie received 803 votes to Gover-

nor Jon Corzine’s 460 in the borough.
Councilman Sluka pledged to con-

tinue the projects that the council had
already started, including the athletic
complex, and is “hopeful” that the
new councilman will want to work
with them.

“It was an honor to serve the resi-
dents for the last nine years. I feel I
was part of the future of Garwood,”
Councilwoman Villaggio told The
Leader. “I wish Keith and Tim the
best.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hak, Sluka Win GW Seats

WF New Member Pool
Registration Update

WESTFIELD — In light of the 2009
overwhelming interest for Memorial Pool
memberships, resulting in the longest line
ever with the earliest cut off time, the
recreation commission and department
have made a change in new member reg-
istration procedures.

The recreation department began a wait
list April 18, when memberships closed
and will continue maintaining a wait list
on a first-come, first-serve basis such as is
done for parking permits and other swim
clubs. The wait list will be ongoing, and
interested residents can sign up any day,
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Application forms can be obtained
from the Recreation Office at 425 East
Broad Street, or downloaded from the
recreation-memorial pool website at
westfieldnj.gov/recreation.

Once pre-registration of current 2009
members is completed for the 2010 sea-
son in mid-April, if there are still open-
ings, the recreation department will start
contacting those on the wait list – starting
with one and continuing until all open-
ings are filled.

In order to obtain a pool membership,
residents must be on the wait list at the
Westfield Recreation Department.


