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Learn about Advance Directives and Wills | Powers of Attorney | Home Care | Assisted Living

Nursing Homes | Costs of Care | Payor Sources | Evaluating Your Needs

You Are Invited to Attend a Free Seminar

Estate, Financial and
Long-Term Care Planning
for 2009 and Beyond

Wednesday, June 10, 7 to 8:30pm

Sunrise Senior Living of Westfield
240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

Presentations to Include:

Long Term Care in New Jersey
Sally Buonomo, RN, BSN, CCM

Clinical Liaison and Geriatric Care Manager, Bayada Nurses

Financial Planning and Long-Term Care Insurance
Aaron Skloff, AIF, CFA, MBA

Chief Executive Officer, Skloff Financial Group

Estate Planning
Nicholas A. Giuditta, III, Attorney at Law

For more information or to register, please call 908-317-3030

Light refreshments will be served.

Tours of Sunrise Senior Living will be provided by

Tara Burns, Director of Community Relations

Nicholas A. Giuditta, III

“Have you Heard from Your Financial Advisor 
Lately?” 

David Mattos, RFC  and Jerald L. Aloof, RFC have over 40 years’ combined  experience 
helping individual investors manage their assets. 

David Mattos, RFC  of Mattos Capital Management, LLC 
&  

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC of JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 
ask... 

David Mattos, RFC 
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  

 Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered  
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Hilton Hotel—Woodbridge 
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

At the Meeting, ask us about our FREE, Quarterly, Face-to-Face Reviews! 

Call us at 732-635-0900 to schedule a friendly, complimentary meeting.  

Campaign Release
Re-elect Mountainside Councilmen

A recent campaign release by Carmine
Venes in The Westfield Leader compared
Mountainside to various surrounding
towns regarding taxes.

First and foremost, Mountainside’s ef-
fective municipal taxes are lower than
any of the towns mentioned in the article.

Second, it was stated that all of the
towns experienced a reduction in state aid
and is not an excuse to raise municipal
taxes. It is a fact that almost every munici-
pality in New Jersey did experience a
reduction in state aid. However, as you
may recall Governor Jon Corzine slashed
the state aid for towns with less than
10,000 residents by a much greater per-
centage than the larger towns.

Conveniently, towns such as Garwood
and Fanwood who also have less than
10,000 residents were left out of this com-
parison. Our state aid was cut by nearly
$250,000 last year and this revenue had to
be made up.

Third, the article mentioned that shared
services should be looked into.
Mountainside has been sharing services
(Board of Health, Animal Services, Pur-
chasing, Tax Assessment, to name a few)
with other towns, the Mountainside Board
of Education (field maintenance), and even
itself with part time employees for many
years.

We are always looking for ways to
share services, and welcome suggestions
from the public on these matters. Our
meetings are open to the public, and Mr.
Venes has never attended a council meet-
ing and has never offered an opinion or
suggestion on any matter regarding the
borough prior to his press release.

Fourth, the article mentions that other
towns provided other services such as a
full time fire department. Our volunteer
fire department is an example of how
Mountainside residents band together for
the common good. Many of our recre-
ation programs rely on volunteers to make
them successful. This volunteerism should
be encouraged not usurped by govern-
ment. If these services are to be provided
by paid staffs, our taxes will increase not
decrease.

The Mountainside Mayor and Council
have always been fiscally conservative.
We are one of the few towns where all
public expenditures are actually reviewed
by a councilman. This alone cuts out
numerous expenditures each year.

Councilmen Bill Lane and Bob Messler
have been key members of the
Mountainside Council. They have helped
continue the Mountainside tradition of
fiscal responsibility. They have also pre-
sided over a large expansion in recreation
programs for all of our residents. In addi-
tion, many of the borough’s roads have
been improved during their tenure. Plus,
our public works department has been
streamlined and become more effective.

All this has been done while keeping
our effective tax rate the lowest in Union
County.

One statement that we will not argue
with in Mr. Venes’ press release is that
Mountainside is a great town and can be
greater. Demagoguery and misleading
statements will not make Mountainside a
better place. The solid fiscally respon-
sible leadership provided by councilmen
Lane and Messler will help Mountainside
become an even better place to live. For
these reasons Bill Lance and Bob Messler
deserve your support for re-election to the
Mountainside Borough Council.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz have been
Mountainside’s voice in Trenton. Gover-
nor Corzine has repeatedly cut aid to and
increased costs on smaller suburban
towns. We need the continued effective
representation of Bramnick and Munoz
to prevent further costs being placed on
Mountainside.

By Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti, Council President Paul
Mirabelli, and Councilmen Glenn
Mortimer, Keith Turner and Jeff Wass.

Lonegan Will Create Jobs;
Christie Cannot Add

Put Dog Park Project
On the Back Burner

Recently, the Union County Freehold-
ers approved a $600,000 contract to im-
prove the county dog park, which is lo-
cated at Echo Lake Park. Apparently, in
the eyes of our freeholders, the most
serious recession in over a generation is
over and happy days are here again. I wish
the freeholders would share their eco-
nomic insight with the rest of us, perhaps
they know something the rest of us do not.
Although our economy may be showing
signs of improvement, I think most would
agree we are not out of the woods.

Perhaps some of this taxpayer money
would be better targeted toward keeping
open facilities such as the Oak Ridge Golf
Course. This golf course has been used
and enjoyed by thousands over the years.
Many local high school teams have also
practiced and competed at there. Like Mr.
Nadasky of Roselle Park, I too am in
disbelief as to how Union County could
make such a decision. Why was the clos-
ing put on the fast track – there must have
been other options worth exploring? If
Oak Ridge and our other county courses
were poorly managed then what about a
new approach – or new managers?

By the way, I am not a golfer, but I am
a dog owner. I am also a strong believer in
common sense. We are in a time when
many of our local communities are con-
sidering laying off some of our best people,
like police officers, firemen, teachers, as
well as others. At best, the idea of spend-
ing $600,000 on dog park improvements
should be put on the back burner, at least
until the economy improves to the point
where we can all recognize it – not just the
freeholders.

My expectation would be that our free-
holders would be better stewards of our
tax dollars. We as voters should keep this
situation in mind the next time we step
into the voting booth. As for the freehold-
ers – they might consider another activity
for their spare time.

Michael Ince
Westfield

County Freeholders and Manager Owe
Taxpayers Better Money Management

On Thursday, May 21, 2009, NJ101.5’s
Jim Gearhart played a recording of Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine telling us how we were
going to give us property tax rebates and
tax savings a couple of years ago. It struck
me that it sounds a lot like Chris Christie’s
advertisement in the media. Mr. Christie
is telling us he is going to cut our taxes,
but not tell us how. It has been said that
fool me once shame on you, fool me twice
shame on me.

We remember that the Republican Party
appears to be clueless on how to regain
influence in Trenton. Chris Christie ad-
mitted that he was not good at math and
science. Great, we have significant finan-
cial problems and our governor want-a-
be can’t add. When it comes to science,
New Jersey was once the center of tech-
nical advancement. Now, we are the cen-
ter of handouts.

Mr. Christie, not having an idea on
science, does not bode well for any busi-
ness that is technically based. These are
generally high-paying jobs, something
that one has to wonder if he and the party
understand. Ironically, when the Repub-
lican Party lose they keep their high-

paying jobs, we in turn get Abbott fund-
ing, pre-K, the Supreme Court appoin-
tees, and the like.

Let us not forget how a Republican
Governor gave the unions a non-negoti-
ated 9 percent pension increase, so that he
could get elected. In addition, how can we
forget Senator Kean’s run for the Senate
against Senator Menendez. You know
that his “Menendez is under Federal
Criminal Investigation” campaign plat-
form. Well, Senator Menendez is still free
and sitting in D.C. Great job N.J. Repub-
lican Party — talk about a “gang that
can’t shoot straight.” Is it no wonder that
they support Mr. Christie over Mr.
Lonegan; let’s not upset the status quo!

Ask them about their solutions, they
tell you to look at their website. It appears
that they don’t even know the details of
their own program and don’t want to tell
you.

At least Steve Lonegan has a plan. It
may raise our taxes to some degree, but at
least he is honest and may very well
provide the one thing that would fix the
recession and housing crisis — that being
creating jobs. His platform will address
the outward migration of companies and
residents. Yes, people move in to replace
those that are departing for less costly
turf. They are being replaced with ser-
vice-related positions versus technical
companies. The only promise for con-
tinual job growth is in government.

Voters, you decide if you want more of
Governor Corzine, a Republican Party-
supported candidate that lacks executive
experience or someone who was a suc-
cessful mayor, someone who has the pas-
sion and the years of experience fighting
the establishment that got us to be where
we are today.

This will put us abused taxpayers first
for a change and will set the tone, not just
in New Jersey, but may be felt across the
country.

The decision is yours.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

I enjoy the use of the county golf courses
every now and then, but would not de-
scribe myself as an avid golfer. While
disappointed that Oak Ridge was to close
this year, never to return, I recognized
that these were tougher times for the
taxpayer and sacrifices were needed from
all of us. I felt satisfied that fiscal restraint
and tough decisions were being made by
our county government to meet a budget.

No sooner than I was to forget about
the issue, I am reading how our freehold-
ers have approved $600,000 for improve-
ments to the Echo Lake Dog Park and
$500,000 to go toward the refurbishing of

the building that was the clubhouse of the
very course that is being closed.

The March 5 release on the Union
County website states that the closing of
the Oak Ridge Golf Course would result
in savings of $740,000 to the county. This
represents only 3 percent of the $24-
million budget gap Union County faces in
the year ahead. Oak Ridge had an operat-
ing loss of $410,000 over the last season.

Better management could have im-
proved the utility received and Oak Ridge
should have contributed much more than
the savings of $740,000 realized from the
closing. The bloated costs incurred to
close, convert and reopen the property
would no longer be open to debate.

 Closing a golf course to save money
may be a good thing, if needed. But, to
offset the savings by taking on a $600,000
expense to improve a dog park does not
make sense. My dogs will not pay a fee to
use the property, nor do my dogs pay
taxes. They do just fine playing and peeing
on my property that is overtaxed.

Further, granting $500,000 toward the
refurbishing of the building that was once
a clubhouse to the very course that was
closed makes even less sense. This grant
should have come when the course was
open. More taxpayers could have en-
joyed the historical significance of a re-
furbished building, rather than the occa-
sional fourth grade class trip doing a drive
by on their way to the Monmouth Battle-
fields. Oak Ridge could have been much
more than a golf course. It could have
been a golf course on a property with
historical significance. This could have
been promoted, and dare I suggest, attract
a slightly higher fee due to its mark in our
country’s history.

This nonsense of cutting a service with-
out making effort to improve the utility
received for the service needs to stop.
Whipping money around like the world is
Monopoly needs to stop as well. This is
just a golf course, a clubhouse and a dog
park that is the hot debate at the moment.
How much more laziness, waste and inef-
ficiency will be exposed if we peel the
onion back a bit further?

This is a local example of how govern-
ment lacks the ideas to make things hap-
pen. Government is too lazy to turn a cost
into revenue. Government is just stuck in
this behavior of taking from one hand,
only to give it to the other, and pass that on
to the people as progress.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the County Manager owe
the taxpayer better management of our
money. If this cannot be done, please
return the money back to our municipali-
ties. The money will always be better
managed, more responsibly here at home.

Edward Stellingwerf
Westfield

Oak Ridge Clubhouse Renovation
And Dog Park Spending; Unbelievable

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

I could not believe my eyes when I read
the caption underneath the page one photo
in the May 21 issue of The Westfield
Leader. Are the freeholders now going to
spend in excess of $700,000 (the caption
reads “at an initial cost of $700,000”) to
renovate the dilapidated clubhouse of the
former Oak Ridge Golf course? Some
“historical” buildings are truly worthy of
preservation, but this clubhouse is not
one of them. For what purpose will this
building be utilized? How many people
will visit or use it when it is renovated?
Should the taxpayers be burdened with
yet another freeholder scheme to pretty-
up county property?

It is past time that the freeholders be-
gan to listen to the taxpayers rather than
the other way around. Unfortunately, this
will not happen until we can change the
election process so that freeholders are
elected by district rather than at-large.
Perhaps a countywide “tea party” would
at least get their attention.

I was appalled to learn of the approval
by the Union County of a $600,000 dog
park to be built in Echo Lake Park. How
many people will benefit from upgrading

the existing facility (it’s unlikely that the
dogs will be aware of these costly “im-
provements”)? I challenge Mr. Mirabella
to document the need for this costly ven-
ture beyond saying that the park is “well
utilized.”

In view of the closing of Oak Ridge
Golf Course (another travesty foisted on
us by the freeholders) and its conversion
to Oak Ridge Park, the county is now
faced with added maintenance of both the
upgraded dog park and Oak Ridge Park
with little opportunity to generate income
to pay for this maintenance. How can we
continue to pay for the extravagant plans
continually dreamed up by the freehold-
ers?

Something must be done to change the
current at-large system of selecting free-
holders, which has led to one-party domi-
nation of Union County. The freeholders
govern with no accountability or over-
sight and seem to ignore the petitions of
the citizens who they are supposed to
represent.

John Engelhart
Westfield

The Mattress Factory
908-322-4178
www.mattressfac.com

SSleep Well… Live Well!

You spend a third of your life in bed.  Create the ultimate sleep
environment. IInvest in yourself.  Make this the year you start

every day recharged and well rested.

Experience ...

35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ
908-322-4178

319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ
973-428-0511

www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5
East Hanover closed Sunday & Monday

Coming Soon!

goleadergoleadergoleadergoleadergoleader.com/e.com/e.com/e.com/e.com/expressxpressxpressxpressxpress
“Write whatever you want. We'll publish it.”

Express YExpress YExpress YExpress YExpress Yourselfourselfourselfourselfourself

A paid bulletin board service by The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

for those who must get their word out. Ideal for businesses, marketers, candidates, elected
officials, fundraising, public relations, professionals, government and organizations.


