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Dick Samuel Suggests
Council Waive Salaries

Editor’s note: The Scotch Plains mayor
earns $6,500 a year and the four council
members make $6,000 a year.

****
I have always thought of a leader as

someone who is out in front, showing
people the direction to go by example.

By that definition, we have only one
leader on the Scotch Plains Township
Council, Councilman [Kevin] Glover. At
the budget meeting of May 18, Council-
man Glover suggested that the council
members waive their $6,000-a-year sala-
ries to help balance the budget. There
were no takers from the rest of the coun-
cil.

Mayor [Nancy] Malool, who, as one of
her early acts as mayor, had the law
changed so she could pocket fees from
weddings she performed, seemed of-
fended by the suggestion. Councilman
[Jeffrey] Strauss, rather than offer to go
along, angrily suggested that Glover be
the only one to do so. The other members
of the council sat mute.

The council, which is considering lay-
ing off employees to save money, should
have at least shown some leadership by
considering lowering their own salary.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

County Government
Going to the Dogs?

While health insurance costs rise 12
percent, and our town officials must cut
dozens of jobs to stay under a 4-percent
budget increase, we must also now hear
our county officials deem it necessary to
spend $600,000 on a dog park without
any public discussion whatsoever?

Are our county freeholders so arrogant
and out of touch with the realities of the
current fiscal crisis that they have no
shame in approving such a large, unnec-
essary “pet” project?

The answer, sadly, is “yes,” and it is
business as usual down in Elizabeth. I am
thankful that we have Tina Renna and her
group to put a light on the back-office
shenanigans going on at our county level
of government.

John Dencker
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tew – To hurry or work fussily
2. Loriot – The golden oriole of Europe
3. Poephagous – Grass eating
4. Poikilonymy – The mingling of

names or terms from different systems of
nomenclature

LUCIFUGOUS
1. Vague; hard to understand
2. Translucent
3. Avoiding light; nocturnal
4. Animals that contain a substance in

their blood that combine with enzymes to
produce light

GRIFFE
1. A ditch or a moat
2. A steward
3. In law, a notary or scrivener
4. The child of Negro and mulatto

SCLEROGENOUS
1. Scaly or horny
2. Becoming thick or hard
3. Filmy or sticky
4. Having many legs, such as with

centipedes
THANATOPHIDIA

1. Poisonous snakes
2. An adnormal fixation with death
3. Birds of prey, such as hawks or

falcons
4. Spiders

Shouldn’t We Be Spending Our
County Tax Dollars More Wisely?

Freeholders Need to Make
Decisions By and For the People

Community Project
Was Great Success

I would like to thank the friends and
neighbors, who, on Saturday, May 16,
helped to clean up the wooded wetlands
in Westfield, known as “Hiney Hill.” In
less than five hours, adults, teenagers and
children put all the debris combed from
the woods and stream into two large piles.
A Boy Scout and his father from Troop
273 recycled aluminum cans.

Special thanks to Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
and family, town engineer Chris McAloon
and the Westfield DPW for supporting,
helping and making this community
project a huge success.

John Colasanti
Westfield

Why Is S. Plains Spending Going Up
In These Tough Economic Times?

Thanks to All Whom
Supported Project ‘79

Project ’79 is our alternative program
here at Westfield High School. We be-
lieve that our students learn much and
benefit greatly by reaching out to others.
To this end, our students have been work-
ing toward building a school, clinic and
water purification system in the Domini-
can Republic.

On Friday, May 15, our Project seniors
held a silent auction to augment our con-
tribution. It was a resounding success due
in largest part to the contributions from a
generous Westfield community. We
would like to thank all of the donors who
enthusiastically supported our efforts. Our
students learned even more about the
spirit of cooperation in these uncertain
times and in this fragile economy as so
many of you offered donations and sup-
port. We appreciate you.

Peter Horn, Coordinator
WHS Project ’79

SP Officers Shouldn’t Be Made Pawns
In Game Being Played Mayor Malool

The Union County Board of Freehold-
ers seem to be out of touch with the
seriousness of the fiscal times in which
many now struggle to live. They closed
Oak Ridge Golf Course due to a pur-
ported $740,000 loss (questionable, since
they themselves admit that accurate
records have not been maintained for
each course). In addition, they are now in
the process of spending at Galloping Hill:
approximately $300,000 renovating the
single nine into an executive course, $1
million for a new clubhouse, $2 million
for a new driving range, and $3 million
for a new storage shed. Not to mention the
cost of destroying the Oak Ridge course,
which County Manager George Devanney
reported at the last freeholder meeting did
not cost the taxpayers anything. I’m no
accountant and for sure George is no
manager if he thinks the county workers
who performed his act of destruction of
the course did it for free! I fear all is lost
if the man in charge of the county budget
can’t understand that county employees
don’t work for free.

As if this wasn’t bad enough, the free-
holders are now planning to build a

$580,000 dog park/run in Echo Lake Park!
Yes, they destroyed a golf course (worth
millions) that thousands of taxpayers used
on a daily basis (and paid greens fees for
the privilege) to build a park for dogs that
maybe a hundred people/dogs might use.
For $580,000 I sure hope its state of the art!

Please come out to the next freeholder
meeting at 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth (6th Floor) next Thursday, May 28,
at 7 p.m. and watch your money being
spent (or should I say wasted). Mind you,
these line items are not for preexisting
social programs. They are George’s and
the Board of Freeholders folly, for I know
of no taxpayer in Union County who
requested that Oak Ridge Golf course be
closed and the $6 million plus improve-
ments to an already fine course at Gallop-
ing Hill be made.

Shouldn’t we be spending our tax dol-
lars more wisely during this economic
downturn? If you agree please come to
the next freeholder meeting. Change is
possible, but only with your participa-
tion.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

Union County closed Oak Ridge golf
course to save $410,000, though it ben-
efited thousands of golfers, but it will
spend $586,972 to upgrade a dog park.

The dog park, which could also be
called a fence, is the only one in Union
County. We do have two other golf
courses. So, on that score it makes sense.
But, unless plans are afoot to charge ad-
mission to get inside the fence, expected
revenue is $0 with very little possibility
for growth. A well-run golf course in a
densely populated area, which doesn’t
have property taxes or mortgage debt,
could easily turn a profit if everybody
paid for their rounds.

In the last two years that I’ve been
attending these freeholder meetings, I’ve
seen some good things. Draft agendas are
now on the Internet hours before the meet-
ing instead of being handed out minutes
before and those agendas are slimmer

(fewer no-bid contracts being resolutioned
out). There is free garage parking avail-
able now in Elizabeth. Mobile meetings
have brought more than the three of us
“members of the public” out.

But, in one major area, the county still
has a ways to go: governing. Sure, they
get to make the decisions, but it must be
decisions by and for the people who they
need to hear from, and not after a decision
has been taken. Oak Ridge was closed in
41 days with no public input beyond
whining at the decision. $586,972 is be-
ing spent on improving a dog park when
pension payments are being deferred,
workers are being laid off, and golf courses
are being closed. This is not the people’s
agenda though it may be somebody else’s.
I still wonder whose?

John Bury
Kenilworth

The discussions I’ve read in this news-
paper regarding the proposal by the Scotch
Plains Township Council to establish a
sewer authority so that the costs previ-
ously covered by the town’s budget and
by residents’ property taxes can now be
billed separately so that spending can be
increased more than allowed under the
state’s cap misses a larger point.

While it is obvious that what the town-
ship council is doing is an end-around the
state cap (moving the sewage costs out of
the budget to make room for other spend-
ing in the budget) and that this will result
in an increase in costs to residents (since
what used to be included in our taxes will
now be paid directly by us in addition to
our taxes), the real issue, I believe, is why
are our property taxes go up anyway?

According to reports last week in this
paper, the tentative budget proposes a
property tax increase of $1.2 million. It
appears that this, in part, is because other
revenue, which the town relies on (such
as permit fees and the like), has decreased
as result of the recession. That makes
sense; some revenue streams are down so
taxes have to go up to cover the shortfall.
But our taxes (including of course the
new sewer fees which we will be paying)
will be going up by far more than is
needed to cover the shortfall from these
non-tax revenues. Why is that? Is it be-
cause the town’s spending will be going
up?

Not so obvious from the news reports
is that the town’s spending will be in-
creasing by about 3.7 percent next year
(this year’s budget was $24.6 million and
next year’s seems to be $25.5 million).
That increase doesn’t take into account
that the town won’t be paying the sewer
costs next year. So, the town’s spending
compared year to year on the same basis
will actually be going up by more than 3.7
percent.

It seems to me that the real question we
ought to be getting an answer to is “Why
is spending going up so much?” There
have been reports of layoffs and cut-
backs. Even with those efforts to cut

costs, nonetheless spending is going up
by almost 4 percent? Why? In these tough
economic times, where private business
is drastically cutting back and laying
people off, and taxpayers have less money
to spend – including to spend on local
taxes – why is spending still going up? It
ought to be going down. (A radical
thought!) The town does not build bridges
or other infrastructure, does not provide
stimulus funds, does not pay unemploy-
ment benefits, does not bail out banks and
auto companies, nor does it fund the mili-
tary. What is it doing that requires it to
spend more money next year than it did
this year? Why isn’t it reducing its costs
as every other business and person is
doing?

Undoubtedly, part of the reason are the
so-called mandatory increases in retire-
ment and pension benefits and, perhaps,
also increases in salaries already agreed
to by the town. If so, then so be it. If the
council agreed to increases that can’t be
renegotiated it ought to take responsibil-
ity for having done so and take the politi-
cal heat and cut other costs to reduce
actual spending, not reduce the rate of
increases, rather than increase property
taxes and adding sewer fees in these tough
economic times. Taxpayers ought to real-
ize that these so-called mandatory in-
creases (not to mention the expected in-
creases over the next few years in the
sewer costs) aren’t going to go away.

These costs are going to get worse next
year and in the years after that because of
the number of people on the town’s pay-
roll and because those retirement and
pension benefit costs will only go up
more and more as the town’s employees
reach retirement age.

The taxes in Scotch Plains are already
too high, and they are only going to go
higher. The time to reduce actual spend-
ing (and not disguise it by moving costs
out of the budget to be paid by us sepa-
rately) is now.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

I have traveled throughout New Jersey
to assist PBA Locals and municipal gov-
ernments in working together to protect
law enforcement jobs during these diffi-
cult financial times. In most places our
assistance is welcome and the PBA and
local government have worked together
to prevent the layoff of law enforcement
officers. This is important because public
safety is the primary obligation of gov-
ernment and because we know that dur-
ing economic downturns crime grows.

That is why I am surprised and con-
cerned with the behavior of Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool. Rather than work

with us to prevent a public safety hazard
due to the loss of police officers in her
town, the mayor seems to have planned
layoffs from the moment she was sworn
into office in January. Her attitude seems
to be more personal than based in finan-
cial fact and her unwillingness to share in
an honest working relationship with the
PBA should be a concern to the people of
Scotch Plains.

The mayor has withheld financial in-
formation from the PBA, ignored the
Chief of Police’s request to avoid layoffs
by waiting for federal grants, filed for
layoffs while withholding the informa-
tion from the PBA and recently even
refused to honor deceased law enforce-
ment officers with a simple resolution
during National Police Week. In fact, it is
hard to know what her agenda is because
the number needed to avoid layoffs has
changed wildly from $500,000 to $90,000
during various talks town administrators
have had with the PBA. Every time the
PBA presents an opportunity to maintain
public safety in the town, Mayor Malool
moves the target.

The proposed layoffs couldn’t come at
a worse time. Crime is up 8 percent in
Union County in the first six months of
2009. The officers to be laid off include
an Iraq War vet who was injured serving
our country, a K-9 officer who provided
for the unit with no cost to the town, a bi-
lingual officer and a veteran cop who was
recently recruited to join his hometown
force. These officers represent some of
the best law enforcement has to offer and
they and public safety shouldn’t be made
pawns in a game the mayor seems to
playing for no clearly defined reason.

Anthony Wieners
State President, NJSPBA

Existing Park Sufficient
For Dog Owners’ Needs

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to members of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and copied
to The Westfield Leader and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

We are taxpayers and dog owners who
have used the dog park and we are very
upset that you would spend $600,000 to
improve the dog park in Echo Lake Park.
If times were flush and we all had money
to burn, sure, the dog park would cer-
tainly benefit from improvement. How-
ever, you must know that this is not such
a time. We are all watching our pennies
and making tough choices – learning to
distinguish between wants and needs.
Certainly, the existing dog park in its
current condition is sufficient to meet the
needs of dog owners, and the improve-
ments can be put on hold until the economy
rebounds.

Susan and Rick Debbie
Westfield

More letters on pages 5, 18

Bring Back the ‘In-Town’ Mail Slot
Tax collectors in our towns are worried that the pay-

ment of your property tax bill by U.S. Mail may arrive late
and subject you to the late fee charge.

Susan Noon, Westfield tax collector, called the Westfield
Post Office last week because of her concern. She was
informed that all mail from northern New Jersey now goes
to Newark first, then it is sorted and then goes to Kearny.
From Kearny, it comes back to Westfield and only then it
is delivered here. Sometimes it only takes one or two days,
but it is possible that it may be late or never arrive
altogether.

To further aggravate the situation, the State of New
Jersey’s Division of Taxation has advised her that when
you choose to pay your property taxes by mail, you get
convenience, but you also assume all the risks and liabili-
ties if your payment is received late or not at all. Neither
the municipality, nor the United State Postal Service,
assumes any liability for a late or improperly handled mail
delivery. If your property tax payment is received late,
you are fully responsible for all accrued interest and
penalties.

Many people believe that the postmark on their pay-
ment envelope protects them from late charges on prop-
erty tax payments. While it may be true for payment of
federal income taxes, apparently it’s not true for the State
of New Jersey.

Many of us can remember when there were two slots for
mail at the post office – In Town and Out of Town. For
Westfield, In Town also included the adjacent towns such
as Mountainside, Garwood and Scotch Plains. Mail would
be delivered the same day – sometimes there were even
two deliveries on the same day!

So, it seems absurd that a letter mailed in Westfield to
an address one mile away in say Garwood, goes to
Newark, then to Kearny, then to Cranford(?), then hope-

fully to Garwood; taking perhaps two or more days for a
letter to arrive at its designated address – or perhaps to
never arrive at all.

Even the dimmest bulb can see the ridiculousness in this
– but the smartest consultants and management working
for the Post Office must seem to think it’s a great idea.
Amazing. And, we guess, even the State of New Jersey
does not trust the Post Office schema, as they will charge
you penalties for lateness resulting from the mail.

Of course, New Jersey government, having been bun-
gling for decades, is anxious to charge anyone a penalty
for any reason for the sake of increasing revenue.

A reader, Tim Boyle, pointed out to us that mail from the
outpost of the Roman Empire could get to Rome in 10
days. He used Wikipedia as his reference. As solid as Mr.
Boyle is on his research and knowledge of history, we
nevertheless consulted with Angus McDonald, a frequent
visitor to Westfield.

Mr. McDonald is an historian in South Shields, En-
gland. He gives tours of Hadrian’s Wall (near Newcastle).
He confirmed to us that the bulk of mail from Hadrian’s
Wall went by galley ship to Rome and took three weeks.

But, with mail by “Chariot Express,” mail could get to
Rome in less than 10 days. See his letter below. We thank
Mr. McDonald for sharing his knowledge with those of us
here, over the pond.

That’s 2,000 years ago and the Roman Empire had not
even discovered soap. But they had terrific roads, fabu-
lous water systems – and efficient mail.

Most everyone likes their postman and relies on the
U.S. Mail. Would it not be great if current Post Office
management would relearn the lessons of the Roman
Empire?

Until then, we believe it’s time to bring back the ‘In
Town’ mail slot.

The Roman Postal Courier Service; Cursus Publicus
My name is Angus McDonald, and

regular visitor to Westfield. I am living
and working here in the North East of
England. I am employed by the North
East Museum service. One of our museum
sites is the Roman fort here at South
Shields. The fort is 4 miles to the eastern
end of Hadrian’s Wall, built by the Roman
Emperor Hadrian in the years 120/25 AD.
The wall and its forts were built to span
the country at its narrowest point. The
wall, 73 miles in length, divided the land
of what is now modern Scotland and
England. It was manned by thousands of
Roman soldiers. Our fort was a major part
of this massive Roman defense system.

We all take modern forms of
communications for granted. At a press
of a button, we can send instant messages
around the world; e-mail and cell phones
have superseded the postal services (slow
mail as it was called). But, in the days of
the mighty Roman Empire, hand-deliv-
ered mail and messages were a major
form of communication and as important
as today’s electronic mail.

Cursus Publicus was the courier service
of the Roman Empire. It was created by
the first Emperor, Augustus 27BC-14AD
to transport messages, officials and tax
revenues from one province to another.
This service was still in use over 500
years later. But how did the service operate
and how long did it take for messages to
travel across the empire?

The Roman world had a first class road
system. So, a series of forts and stations
were spread out along the Roman
highways and byways, which connected
the Roman provinces. These relay points
or stations provided fresh horses, food
and shelter to Roman dispatch riders,
who would carry messages and mail all
over eastern and western Europe. The
forts also supplied vehicles for
magistrates, tax collectors and officers of
the court on Roman official business

This very same rider relay system was
adopted for use in the United States during
the 1860s. The Pony Express was copied
from the Roman system. The Pony

Express was a fast mail service of relay
riders crossing the United States from St
Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento,
California. The service began in April
1860 to October 1861. A total of 190
Pony Express stations were placed about
every 10 miles; this covered the 2,000
miles of the route — 10 miles was about
the maximum distance a horse could
gallop. The Pony Express became the
nation’s main means of east-west
communication before the arrival of the
telegraph. The service kept the United
States in touch with events in the country,
as civil war loomed.

The Romans had similar problems; wars,
uprisings and mayhem often spread across
the empire. News of these events was spread
by the mail and its system of couriers.

The Romans adopted its postal system
from the great Persian Empire, where a
relay of riders along the road network
would pass letters and messages to each
other. They would ride all day and make
good speed.

However, the Roman Emperor
Augustus decided to change this system,
whereby one man would ride the whole
distance with the message. He would
change horses and eat at the relay stations.
The service was slower, but since the
information carried stayed with the rider
who had rode all the way (first-hand
information) there was less chance of the
message being lost.

Much of the information carried by the
Imperial Post was concerning military
matters. Provinces were always in touch
with Rome and each other. The Imperial
mail service gave the legions the capacity
to summon reinforcements or even to
withdraw its forces. The military liked to
keep in touch with its headquarters, just
as the case in today’s military forces.
While the military had the imperial postal
service, the average citizen sent letters
and messages to friends across the sea,
via slaves and travelling friends; and any-
body else who could carry a message. We
have letters from a Roman garrison com-
mander inviting friends and guests to

spend a holiday (vacation) with them in
England.

But how long did messages and mail
take to reach their destinations? Well,
Pony Express riders could ride the nearly
2,000 miles distance across the USA in
about 10 days. It took a similar amount of
time to carry a letter from the Northern
frontier back to Imperial Rome. The
Roman mail rider could ride up to about
65 miles per day, or even double that if the
message was urgent, i.e., the death of an
Emperor. It is worth keeping in mind that
bad news travels faster than good news.
This is still the case today.

Horse relays were a very important
part of the Roman Post system, but so was
marching and sea travel. A Roman Legion
could march 50 miles a day. About the
same distance per day would be travelled
at sea. We have on record here at South
Shields Fort such a journey. The Roman
Emperor Septimius Severus who died
nearby in York in the early 2nd century
had his ashes transported to Rome from
South Shields. It is recorded the journey
took three weeks covering about 50 sea
miles per day at 2 knots. It may have taken
three weeks to transport his ashes back to
Rome, but the news of his death was
carried by the imperial postal system back
to Rome in about 10 days. Remember, the
Roman Emperor is the most important
man in the world, so any news about him
was very important. The same can be said
of your President in our modern era of
instant commutations.

In the 21st century, our own postal
services still operate a relay services of
sorts, but instead of horses we use mail
vans, trains and aircraft to transport our
messages and mail around the country.
We do not have an imperial postal system
today. I may be wrong, but I bet that the
U.S. President sends his important mail
by private government courier.

Only the postal methods have changed,
but the speed of delivery and lost mail, is
still something we all complain about.

Angus McDonald
South Shields, U.K.


