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LESSON LEARNED… State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) and New
Jersey Office of Child Support Services Assistant Director Alisha Griffin, far
right, poses with Westfield resident and Roosevelt Intermediate School student
Asher Horowitz who was awarded third place in the New Jersey Department of
Human Services’ (DHS) 2009 Teen Media Contest. The ceremony, held May 18,
educated young people on the responsibilities of parenthood. The winners’
artwork will be featured in the DHS Office of Child Support Services’ 2010
calendar and will be on display at the Statehouse from June 15 to June 19.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Ex-Westfielder Appointed Next

NYC Health Commissioner
New York City Mayor Michael

Bloomberg on May 20 appointed
former Westfield resident Dr. Tho-
mas Farley, 53, to head the city’s
Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene. Dr. Farley currently heads
Tulane University’s Department of
Community Health Sciences and the
Prevention Research Center in the
School of Public Health and Tropical
Medicine.

A pediatrician and epidemiologist,
he is an infectious-disease specialist.
He also led New York City’s efforts to
make calorie information accessible
in chain restaurants and to reduce the
salt content of processed foods. He
replaces Dr. Thomas Frieden, who was
named by President Barack Obama to
head the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention in Atlanta.

Corzine Eliminates Rebate

Programs to Cut Deficit
Governor Jon Corzine has proposed

to eliminate property tax rebates to
close a $2-billion budget gap. State
Treasurer David Rousseau said se-
nior citizens and the disabled would
still receive checks, the Associated
Press has reported. State Senate Presi-
dent Richard Codey has said he does
not feel the programs will be restored
for at least two years.

Ninety-Three Percent of

Judges Agree to Furloughs
Ninety-three percent of New Jersey’s

state judges have agreed to furloughs
requested by the Corzine Administra-
tion to reduce state spending. Of the
422 judges, only 30 have declined to
take a furlough and reduce their pay,
according to a Gannett News Bureau
report. Courts closed May 22 and will
be shut again on Friday, June 29.

The state Constitution prevents
judges’ salaries from being reduced.
Superior Court and Tax Court judges
are paid $165,000, while Appellate
Division judges are paid $175,534.

Ex-Westfielder was Among

Two Finalists for High Court
Westfield native Judge Diane

Wood, of the Chicago-based 7th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals, was among
the top two finalists to fill the seat
being vacated on the Supreme Court
of the United States by retiring Jus-
tice David Souter. Speculation began
last week when she was in the nation’s

capital for a judicial conference al-
though she was not listed as a panelist
or participant, according to
abajournal.com.  President Barack
Obama nominated Judge Sonia
Sotomayor of the New York City-
based 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals on Tuesday.

Judge Woodand and her family
moved from Westfield to Texas in the
1960s when her father, who worked for
Exxon, was transferred to Houston.

Vas Indicted on Corruption

Charges For Misuse of Funds
Assemblyman and former Perth

Amboy mayor Joseph Vas has been
indicted on federal corruption
charges, The Star-Ledger has re-
ported. He has been charged with
misusing funds from a state afford-
able-housing program through the
sale of an apartment building he
owned. His longtime aide, Melvin
Ramos, was also charged.

Vas has pleaded not guilty to state
charges of stealing $5,000 from the
city, as well as rigging a public lottery
to help former personal driver Anthony
Jones win the opportunity to purchase
a home through the Perth Amboy Home
Program, which provides affordable
housing for low-income residents. Vas
served as Perth Amboy’s mayor for 18
years until he lost his re-election bid
last May to Wilda Diaz.

Ex-NJ Prosecutor Charged

In Slaying of Informant
Former federal prosecutor Paul

Bergrin, 53, of Marlboro has been
charged in connection with the slay-
ing of an FBI informant. Bergrin was
indicted, along with three others, with
operating a racketeering operation that
included wire fraud, money launder-
ing and efforts to shield criminal cli-
ents from prosecution, nj.com reported.

Karrow, Doherty Face off

In Race to Succeed Lance
Among the contested Primary races

this Tuesday is that of the special state
Senate contest for the Republican
nomination in the 23rd Legislative
District covering Hunterdon and War-
ren Counties. Assemblyman Michael
Doherty of Oxford is opposing state
Senator Marcia Karrow of Flemington
in the race for State Senate. Sen.
Karrow won a GOP convention to fill
the vacancy left when Leonard Lance
was elected to Congress. The winner
will face Democrat Harvey Baron of
Flemington in November.

GET A
REBATE 
UP TO
$1,000
with $0 down 
and 0% interest 
for 6 months
when you buy any qualified
Bryant central A/C system 
from Petro!*

• Affordable monthly payments**

• FREE estimates
• 24/7 customer service

You may be eligible for 2009
tax credits of  up to $1,500 on
installation costs from the
recent Economic Stimulus
Package!†

Call today!
866.254.7645
petro.com

*Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Rebates vary and only apply to new, qualified
Bryant central air conditioning installations. Finance charges accrue from the date of
purchase at the rate in effect and all accrued finance charges for the entire 
promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the
end of the promotional period. **Payments vary and are subject to credit approval.
†2009 stimulus HVAC tax credits are available equal to 30% of the installed costs (up to
$1,500) of qualified SEER and EER equipment. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Must present this ad at time of quote. Offer expires 6/30/09 and the equipment must 
be installed by 7/15/09. Offer is subject to change without notice. Additional terms and
conditions apply. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2009 Petro. P_09104

Keep a cool head 
and save this summer 
with Petro!

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

PILOT Payments for Borough
Redevelopment Questioned

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROSELLE PARK – At last Thurs-
day night’s meeting of the Roselle
Park Borough Council, residents
voiced their continued concern re-
garding the proposed Avalon Bay
development project on West
Westfield Avenue.

Roselle Park VP, LLC, a joint ven-
ture between Avalon Bay and property
owner Israel Braunstein, are currently
suing the borough under the “builder’s
remedy” provision. “Builders remedy”
lawsuits enable developers to try to
force municipalities to allow for devel-
opment in order to accommodate mu-
nicipal affordable housing quotas
brought by the state’s Council on Af-
fordable Housing (COAH).

Officials have said the borough is
unwilling to rezone the property to
allow for redevelopment into 249
rental apartments, which would in-
clude the legally required number of
affordable housing units.

According to court papers obtained
by The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, after
being approached by Mr. Braunstein
and Avalon Bay in 2007, the borough
adopted a redevelopment plan for the
site and sought multiple proposals
for a proposed project. According to
the court papers, Mr. Braunstein
wanted apartment builder Avalon Bay
to be the developer, but the borough
made it clear that it would seek other
proposals for the site. While the use
of eminent domain was an option, the
borough believed that it had a coop-
erative relationship with Mr.
Braunstein and would not need to use
that option.

Borough officials are currently
under a gag order to comment on the
case, and Elizabeth McKenzie has
been appointed as a special master by
state Superior Court Judge Marianne
Espinosa to mediate the case. A por-
tion of the gag order was lifted to
allow for a special meeting so borough

officials and residents could ask ques-
tions strictly related to the developer’s
desire for Payments in Lieu of Taxes
(PILOTs). If permitted, the borough
would retain 95 percent of the pay-
ments and the County of Union would
get 5 percent. The borough’s school
system would not receive any funding
from the development.

Several residents in attendance at
the council meeting have formed The
Concerned Citizens of Roselle Park,
and were wearing t-shirts that read “I
Pay” as part of their protest in allow-
ing the development to use PILOTs.

Resident Jacob Magiera said,
“Avalon Bay should pay taxes” the
same as all other property owners.

Saul Qersdyn, a member of The
Concerned Citizens, asked the coun-
cil if a list of questions he had previ-
ously submitted regarding the PI-
LOT payments was answered and
when he would receive a response.
Borough Attorney William Lane said
that a response has been prepared
but, because he is not the attorney
handling the litigation, he did not
want to make the decision as to
whether or not the answers could be
released to the public.

Mr. Lane said that some of the
questions may not be restricted to the
PILOTs and he did not feel comfort-
able being the one to make the evalu-
ation. He told Mr. Qersdyn that the
council is trying “to give (the resi-
dents) as much information as the
court will allow.”

In other business, funding for recre-
ational equipment and improvements
to the borough’s field house was ap-
proved in the amount of $62,924. Half
of the money appropriated was re-
ceived through the Union County Kids
Recreation Trust Fund Grant.

At the start of the meeting, Juan
Allende and Matthew Blakewicz, mem-
bers of the Roselle Park Emergency
Medical Services , were recognized by
the council for their work on a CPR call
where they revived a patient.

Clerk’s Office to Stay Open
Late for Absentee Ballots

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi will open her
office in the County Courthouse, at 2
Broad Street in Elizabeth, this Satur-
day, May 30, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for
voters seeking last-minute absentee
ballots. The office will be open for
voters seeking absentee ballot appli-
cations who will be unable to vote at
the polls in the Primary Election on
Tuesday, June 2. The Westfield annex
office will not be available for last-
minute absentee ballot requests.

Walk-in applications are accepted
up to 3 p.m. on Monday, June 1, the
day before the Primary Election. Vot-
ers will be able to drop off their com-

pleted absentee ballot at the Union
County Clerk’s office. This option al-
lows voters to pick up their ballots,
vote in privacy and deposit them in a
secured lockbox – all at the same
office through 3 p.m. on Monday, June
1. Completed ballots will be kept in a
secure lockbox under the control of
the Union County Board of Elections,
who will collect them for counting.

Voters may download the form at
the Clerk’s website, ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
absent04.html, but  must bring the
completed application to the  Clerk’s
Office on Saturday or Monday. For
more information, contact the County
Clerk’s office at (908) 527-4996.


