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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Daryl Fornuff
FIRST FUN...Trevor Fornuff from Scotch Plains poses with Officer Jerry Brown
from the Scotch Plains Police Deptartment. Trevor and his family had a great day at
the Memorial Day Parade that took place throughout the township and Fanwood.

Westfield
Monday, May 18, Sanal Badma-

Goryaev, 27, of Baltimore, Md. was
arrested and charged with receiving
stolen property after being stopped at
Central and Sycamore Avenues operat-
ing a motor vehicle that exhibited a
stolen license plate. He also was ar-
rested on a contempt of court from
Howell Township in the amount of $140.
Badma-Goryaev posted bail and was
released on a summons with a June 4
court date on the Westfield charge.

Tuesday, May 19, the theft of a cell
phone valued at $200 was reported in
the 100 block of Elm Street.

Wednesday, May 20, Brian Delsol,
22, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at West Broad Street
and Rahway Avenue on active con-
tempt of court warrants from Roselle
Park. He was released after posting a
total of $246 bail and was released.

Wednesday, May 20, Elizabeth
Rodriguez, 48, of New York was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
false government documents, exhibit-
ing false government documents and
uttering a forged instrument after she
allegedly attempted to pass a bad check
at a local bank. She was committed to
the Union County jail in lieu of $20,000
bail.

Wednesday, May 20, Deshawn
Robinson, 25, of Roselle was arrested
at Roselle police headquarters on out-
standing contempt of court warrants
from Westfield and Edison in the
amounts of $160 and $89, respectively.

Wednesday, May 20, Kim M.
Buotempo, 40, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle stop at East Broad and North
Chestnut Streets. She later was released
on her own recognizance.

Thursday, May 21, a resident of the
1000 block of Rahway Avenue reported
a lost Chinese passport. The item has
been missing for two weeks.

Friday, May 22, Juan Murciadiaz,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested after re-
sponding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy an outstanding traffic
warrant from Westfield in the amount
of $99. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, May 22, Ronald Kolacki, 44,
of North Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on out-
standing contempt-of-court warrants
from Westfield and South Plainfield in
the amounts of $750 and $194, respec-
tively. He was committed to the Union
County jail in lieu of bail.

Friday, May 22, Kevin Paccione, 24,
of Manalapan was arrested on North
Avenue at Elmer Street on an outstand-
ing contempt of court warrant from
Westfield in the amount of $500. He
was released after posting bail.

Saturday, May 23, police arrested a
15-year-old male from Roselle for pos-
session of alcohol underage on the 400
block of East Broad Street. The juve-
nile was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and turned over
to a responsible individual.

Adam Gartenberg, 42, of Springfield
was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana) and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad Street and Karen Terrace.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
with multiple summonses.

Sunday, May 24, Victor Mendez, 20,
of Roselle was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly failing to properly identify him-
self during a motor vehicle stop on East
South Avenue near Windsor Avenue.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
with a summons.

Monday, May 25, Jamar McMillon,
27, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding contempt of court warrant
from Scotch Plains after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Brightwood Avenue just
into Scotch Plains. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting $89
bail.

Monday, May 25, a resident of the
900 block of Willow Grove Road re-
ported that the windshield on his motor
vehicle was broken in an incident of
criminal mischief. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

Monday, May 25, police officers se-
cured a clear, Ziploc-style bag contain-
ing suspected marijuana while on an
unrelated call in the area of 800 Forest
Avenue. The item was placed into the
evidence locker at Westfield police
headquarters .

Monday, May 25, a citizen found a
black change purse containing earplugs
in the area of East Broad Street during
the Memorial Day Parade. The item
was placed into the evidence locker at
Westfield police headquarters for safe-
keeping.

Monday, May 25, Nicholas S.
Matamoros, 18, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested on a $200 Union Township traf-
fic warrant as the result of a motor
vehicle stop on the 500 block of North
Avenue, East. He was released after
posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 19, a resident reported

that her wallet was removed from her
motor vehicle. The victim suspected
that a friend who she dropped off at
work prior to the disappearance of the
wallet was responsible. According to
police, the victim returned to the
suspect’s place of employment and
asked to search her purse. The suspect
went into a back room alone to retrieve
her purse, and when the victim searched
it, she did not find her wallet, police
said. The wallet contained $724 in cash
and identification cards.

Tuesday, May 19, Oscar O. Lopez,
38, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after police received
a tip from a motorist on Route 22 re-
garding a possible drunk driver. Ac-
cording to police, a patrol car followed
Lopez and observed him swaying in
and out of lanes, police said. Lopez

failed all sobriety tests given at the
scene and was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Thursday, May 21, a resident reported
that someone made fraudulent charges
on his credit card without his authoriza-
tion. The victim closed the account and
a fraud investigation has been filed with
the detective bureau, police said.

Friday, May 22, Rita P. Azzi, 27, of
Hillside was arrested for allegedly driv-
ing with a suspended license after be-
ing stopped for use of a cell phone
while driving. She also was charged
with outstanding warrants out of
Riverdale Borough and Bernards Town-
ship.

Saturday, May 23, Mentor G.
Altamirano, 33, of North Plainfield was
arrested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Monday, May 25, a resident of Egan
Court reported that while she was away
for the weekend, someone entered her
residence by forcing open the back
door. According to police, the master
bedroom was ransacked and a safe was
removed.

Tuesday, May 26, Lisa M. Gigantino,
34, of Hillsborough was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense. She was processed and released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, May 18, a business on Birch

Street reported that someone entered
the trailer of a work truck and removed
several hundred dollars worth of tools.

Tuesday, May 19, police investigated
a hit-and-run accident that occurred on
Martine Avenue. According to police,
the victim’s motor vehicle was legally
parked when an unknown vehicle struck
it, causing damage to the rear of the
vehicle.

Wednesday, May 20, Brian
Pugaczewski, 26, of Clifton was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and released.

Friday, May 22, Peter Solano, 26, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Friday, May 22, a resident of Port-
land Avenue reported that he purchased
and paid for an item online and that the
seller never sent him the item.

Saturday, May 23, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that someone removed her iPod, valued
at $200, from her unlocked locker.

Saturday, May 23, a resident of Terrill
Road reported that her former boy-
friend has been harassing her by send-
ing multiple text messages to her even
though she has asked him to stop.

Fanwood
Wednesday, May 20, a resident of the

200 block of South Martine Avenue
reported that someone entered her home
through an open window. According to
police, nothing appears to be missing at
this time.

Thursday, May 21, Vincent C.
Canahui, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue and charged with obstruction
of justice. He was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, May 21, Joseph D. Clark,
25, of Westfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 20 block of
South Avenue on an outstanding New-
ark warrant. He was processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, May 24, Leonard M. Arce,
38, of Rahway was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Rahway.
He was processed and released.

Monday, May 25, Lisa C. Wiegandt,
29, of Bayonne was arrested on an
outstanding Metuchen warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
LaGrande Avenue. She was processed
and released.

Tuesday, May 26, Lance D.
Timpanaro, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Plainfield war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released.

Tuesday, May 26, Jennifer Marshall,
29, of Rahway was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Rahway
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. Nathaniel Leonard, 29, of
Plainfield, a passenger in the vehicle,
was arrested on outstanding warrants
out of Union, Essex and Middlesex
counties. Marshall was processed and
released. Leonard was processed and
turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

lishment. As the music festival was
winding down on Monday night, sev-
eral restaurants were still open and
jammed with customers, including
Main Star Chinese restaurant, My
Town Bakery and Alfonso’s.

“Today, I finally saw Scotch Plains
the way I always dreamed it would
be,” said Angelo Zanfardino, owner
of Alfonso’s. He told The Times on
Monday amidst a throng of early
evening customers that it was also
“nice to see others doing well to-
day,” adding that he hoped the festi-
val would “spread the word that
there’s a Scotch Plains for people to
visit.”

Earlier in the day, Memorial Day
ceremonies were held in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, beginning with early

Livingston-Wilbur is we’ll receive
proposals for the next two reports and
we’ll get approval to move forward.”

Also on May 20, the borough coun-
cil met to continue discussions of the
items to be included on its 2009 capi-
tal budget. The borough has not had a
capital budget in two years and offi-
cials are weighing a number of
projects including street, sidewalk and
infrastructure repairs and equipment
requests from the various municipal
departments.

The borough is investigating
whether money previously earmarked
for capital projects that has gone un-
used can be re-allocated for new items.
Fred Tompkins, the borough’s chief
financial officer, said he estimated
there could be a few hundred thou-
sand dollars available, however, he
cautioned that some of the funds can-
not be diverted.

“There’s about $3 million of un-
spent money in capital. We’ll have to
see what it was allocated for,” Mr.
Tompkins said. “There are certain
things you can’t touch.”

Mr. Tompkins and Ms. McGovern
said they would explore the costs of the
various projects and the status of money
already available. Council members
Anthony Parenti and Russell Huegel
said they would reach out to depart-
ment heads for more information in an
effort to prioritize the requests.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said she would
like updated information regarding
revenues from the construction office
and municipal court before making
capital budget decisions. Mr. Tompkins
said, to date, these revenues are below
totals from last year.

“We need to tighten up and really
estimate where we are with the money
for this,” Mayor Mahr said.

Mr. Tompkins said that residents
can expect to receive their third-quar-

dences paying $250 per year and con-
dominiums and town homes paying
$180. All non-residential properties,
including the previously-exempt en-
tities along with apartment com-
plexes, will pay a $250 flat fee for up
to 27,500 gallons of water usage and
one cent for every gallon used be-
yond that level. Municipal-owned
properties, residents who are 100 per-
cent disabled veterans and property
owners utilizing septic tanks will be
exempt from the fee. Mayor Malool
called the new arrangement “fair be-
cause it’ll be based on usage.”

She noted that the council faced a
number of challenges in putting to-
gether this year’s budget proposal,
including the property tax cap, a 43
percent increase in RVSA fees, a 9
percent hike in health insurance pre-
miums, as well as decreases in state
aid and interest income. Nearly half
the budget is made up of mandated
non-discretionary expenses, she
pointed out. Another $5 million is
discretionary and includes depart-
mental operating expenses and town-
ship services such as curbside recy-
cling and leaf pick-up. The remain-
ing $9.3 million is for salaries and
wages, and includes $400,000 this
year for contractually-mandated sal-
ary increments.

In an effort to lessen the property
tax increase, the council, besides sepa-
rating the sewer bill from the munici-
pal budget, also reduced salaries and
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Scotch Plains Council

morning services at the American
Legion building on Park Avenue fol-
lowed by a ceremony and prayers at
the Fanwood Library. The annual
parade, which this year honored
“Woman in Military Service,” stepped
off shortly before 11 a.m. from the
corner of Park Avenue and Front Street
and marched the mile or so up Park
Avenue into Fanwood and into
LeGrande Park.

The parade route was jammed with
spectators, children and a few pets
who watched as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Marching
Band, veterans groups, local civic
organizations, members of the two
towns’ governing councils and Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union)
marched past.

Residents Oppose
PILOTs at RP
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

ROSELLE PARK – Tuesday night’s
special meeting to discuss the possibility
of Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) for
the proposed Avalon Bay development
on West Westfield Avenue in Roselle
Park brought several residents out in op-
position. While many of the residents
voiced their concerns over the PILOTs
and, more specifically, their lack of con-
tribution to the school system, some in-
stead did speak in favor of the project.

Roselle Park VP, LLC, a joint venture
between Avalon Bay and property owner
Israel Braunstein, under “builder’s rem-
edy,” are currently suing the borough.
Avalon Bay is seeking to build rental
apartments, which would include the le-
gally required number of affordable hous-
ing units. “Builders remedy” lawsuits
enable developers to try to force munici-
palities to allow for development in order
to accommodate affordable housing quo-
tas for towns.

Bill Northgrave, a partner with
McManimon and Scotland who the bor-
ough hired for his expertise in PILOT
agreements, explained that the borough’s
share of the property taxes for the site
amount to $60,000 a year with the re-
mainder going to the school board and
Union County government.

Under the PILOT program, the bor-
ough would collect 10 percent of the
gross profits of the project, meaning rent
and any other fees Avalon Bay would
charge to residents; 5 percent of the
amount collected would go to the county,
with no money being received by the
local board of education. Assuming a 96
percent capacity of the building with 215
rental apartments, the borough would re-
ceive $554,000 a year.

That figure has the potential to grow
over the 30-year agreement as rents and
fees rise. According to Mr. Northgrave, if
the project were to go forward with regu-
lar property taxes, the borough would
collect $277,000 a year, with the remain-
der being split as normal between the
board of education and county. This con-
tract would remain in place for 30 years,
at which time the property would revert to
regular tax status.

While all of the specifics of the current
settlement negotiation are not being re-
leased due to a court-imposed “gag or-
der,” Mayor Joseph DeIorio said the bor-
ough has “tried to keep the public as
informed as possible.” He explained that
the developer’s request for PILOT is “key
component of settlement agreement” and
he is looking for guidance from the public
as to whether the litigation should con-
tinue or if the borough council should
enter into a settlement agreement.

The mayor said the borough has spent
$300,000 in legal fees so far, and said that
PILOTs are being “imposed upon” the
borough in what he described as “not a
very fair negotiation.”

Resident Joseph Accardi said that, “30
years from now, my son is going to be
paying for your project.”

“We want to develop the...property,
we want to welcome Avalon Bay,” but
that he said the PILOTs are unfair to
residents. Mr. Accardi said some people
move to Roselle Park because they have
an “excellent” special needs program in
their schools and that, if some moved into
the new development, it would be “very
expensive” for the borough.

While Mr. Accardi was speaking,
Avalon Bay Vice-President Ron Ledell
began interjecting, and was told to keep
quiet by court-appointed Special Master
Elizabeth McKenzie. At one point Mr.
Ledell became so agitated, he leapt from
his seat, ripped off his jacket and sat back
down at the far end of the room. Though
it was offered to him as a possibility, he
declined to address the residents at the
end of the question-and-answer session.

Resident Kevin Murphy said if the
builder’s remedy lawsuit were success-
ful, “you’re going to get a whole lot more
roof tops than what’s on the table now.”

Resident Saul Qersdyn questioned what
recourse the borough would have if the
Limited Liability Corporation (LLC), who
would be responsible for making the
PILOTs, were to go bankrupt or dissolve.
Mr. Northgrave said that the only asset
the borough could go after would be the
property itself.

A joint meeting of the planning board
and council will be held on Monday, June
22, at 6:30 p.m. in Roselle Park Borough
Council Chambers to present and possi-
bly ratification of the settlement agree-
ment. Because the public hearing on the
issue may go long, the borough has set
aside Tuesday, June 23, to continue the
meeting if needed.

Mr. Ledell expressed his objections to
the meeting being two nights and stated
he wanted his opinion “on the record.”

wages via layoffs of several township
employees that were to be formally
announced to department heads yes-
terday, after press deadline. In addi-
tion, several full-time positions will
be reduced to part-time.

The mayor said public budget meet-
ings will be held in June prior to the
public hearing a vote on the 2009
spending plan on June 30.

Mr. Marion will become township
manager on June 29. He is presently
the business administrator in West
Windsor, where has been employed
for five years. Previously, he was
town administrator in Marlboro as
part of his 13-year career in local
government management. Mayor
Malool said Mr. Marion will be “a
very nice addition” to the township
administration, describing him as “the
ideal candidate,”  “personable” and
“intelligent.” She admitted that the
past three months since the sudden
resignation of former manager
Michael Capabianco have “been a
little difficult.”

Robert LaCosta and Madeline
Rutkowski have been co-acting man-
agers since Mr. Capabianco’s depar-
ture in mid-February. The next meet-
ing is Wednesday, June 3, at 7 p.m.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELLO...Members of the Fanwood Borough Council greet residents during
Monday’s Memorial Day parade. Pictured, left to right, are: Donna Dolce, Russell
Huegel, Mayor Coleen Mahr, David Valian and Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella.

ter tax bill in the next few weeks. The
borough had been awaiting approval
from Trenton, which is required when
a quarterly bill changes by more than
5 percent. A letter will be included
with the bills explaining the increase.

“Two thirds of the increase that
[residents] are going to see is coming
from the school [budget],” Mr.
Tompkins said.

A meeting is tentatively scheduled
for Wednesday, June 3, to continue
discussions of the capital budget. A
municipal budget presentation is also
scheduled for Monday, June 1.

authority’s trunk line, and an old ease-
ment protecting the RVSA’s rights
had not been properly filed. The new
agreement will permit the property
owner to construct the new branch
while protecting the authority’s ac-
cess to the line for servicing.

Robert Butvilla of Suplee, Clooney
and Company, a Westfield-based ac-
counting firm, reported on the
authority’s 2008 audit report, saying
no significant issues were found with
the authority’s bookkeeping.

Frank Mazzarella, the commissioner
from Clark, questioned, “In our whole
organization, not one ‘gig’ at all?”

Mr. Butvilla replied, “Nothing we
felt a need to bring to this board’s
attention.”

The board was also informed of
efforts to negotiate with the NJDEP
regarding air permitting. The nego-
tiations are intended to provide the
authority with flexibility to handle
start up and adjustment of its cogen-
eration facility without violating the
terms of the authority’s agreements
and mandates from the NJDEP.
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Fanwood Council Discusses
Downtown Redevelopment
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Scotch Plains Parade

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAPS...Female veterans salute during playing of “Taps” at Memorial Day
ceremonies in Scotch Plains. The parade honored “Women in Military Service.”

WANTED by the Westfield Po-
lice Department for questioning
concerning the offense of Robbery.
May 9, 2009 at 1:30 p.m., the above
subject and two black males ap-
proached a man as he walked near
Rahway Ave. and Norwood Dr.;
demanded cash and cell phone. The
subjects fled in a green vehicle,
possibly a Chevy with a spoiler
roof. Description: Male, 5’10”;
White, 180 to 200 pounds; mid 20s;
medium build. Call (908) 789-4000
with any information.

his administration has already
achieved in reigning in irresponsible
spending and accounting practices
on the one hand and focusing on
smart investments to improve quality
of life on the other,” according to his
campaign website.

In the race for state Assembly in the
21st District, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick is seeking a fourth term
with his new running mate, Nancy
Munoz of Summit. Mr. Bramnick,
who serves as Republican whip, has
pushed for a number of initiatives
including “performance audits” to
identify waste in government spend-
ing.

Mrs. Munoz is the wife of the late
Eric Munoz, who died of a heart
condition in April after serving in the
Assembly since 2001. A nurse, she
said in a letter to District 21 delegates
in April that she has developed a
“passion” for education and human
services issues “both from the per-
sonal and fiscal perspectives.”

She has worked as a surgical inten-
sive care nurse at Yale-New Haven
Hospital in Connecticut and has held
nursing positions at Massachusetts
General, Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center in New York and Over-
look Hospital in Summit. Mrs. Munoz
has also served as a PTA/PTO presi-
dent at three schools in Summit, in-
cluding Summit High School.

“While the issue of access to
healthcare is a high priority, there are
many challenges taxpayers in New
Jersey are facing,” Mrs. Munoz said
in a press release issued by the As-
sembly GOP office. “It is my goal to
help find solutions to these problems.”

Upon her swearing-in last week to
the Assembly, she was named to the
Health and Senior Services and Hu-
man Services committees.

Assembly Republican candidate
Bruce Meringolo, a member of the
Long Hill Township Board of Educa-
tion, has made state education fund-
ing his core campaign issue. He has
called for the elimination of Abbott
districts in order to redistribute funds
among urban and suburban districts.

“Fair school funding will reduce
the burdens we face in our property
taxes and help schools maintain the
high quality of education we expect
in our community,” Mr. Meringolo
said in a letter to delegates.

In terms of the Mountainside coun-
cil race, Mr. Venes has said the bor-
ough should consider partnering with
the County of Union to offer shared
services such as bulk pick-up ser-
vices and garbage pickup.

He said municipal taxes in the bor-
ough are too high, as are building
permit fees, which Mr. Venes said,
“discourages residents and local busi-
nesses from undertaking improve-
ments to their properties.”

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti and council members is-
sued a statement (see page 5) in re-
sponse to Mr. Venes’ comments (page
2, May 21 issue).

“Demagoguery and misleading
statements will not make
Mountainside a better place,” accord-
ing to the press release.
“Mountainside’s effective municipal
taxes are lower than any of the towns
in [Mr. Venes’ press release.]”

Polls are open on Tuesday, June 2,
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Registered voters may only vote in
the Primary for the party in which
they are registered. Unaffiliated vot-
ers become affiliated upon voting in
the Primary.
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Fred Rossi for The Times
REMEMBERING...Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool speaks in the
downtown during Monday’s ceremo-
nies marking Memorial Day.


