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DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen FoundationFunding has been made possible in part through a 

grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
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TICKETS: $25 - $70  
Call: (908) 232-9400 

Email: wso@westfieldsymphony.org
Visit our ticket outlets:

TOWN BOOKS, Westfield
MARTIN JEWELERS, Cranford

Verdi-Requiem
with the Liverpool Welsh Choral Union 

and Pro Arte Chorale

SEASON FINALE
Saturday, May 30th at 8pm

The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, NJ
The Joseph P. DeAlessandro 

Memorial Concert

SEASON FINALE
Saturday, May 30th at 8pm

The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, NJ
The Joseph P. DeAlessandro 

Memorial Concert
908-272-3030 • www.simplyartandframes.com

MTWF 10-6; Th 10-7; Sat 10-5
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creative framing
Framing • Art • Gifts • Home Accents • Jewelry

Conservation Framing • Sports Memorabilia & Jerseys • Shadow Boxes
Graduation Diplomas  • Mirrors • Corporate & Home Consultations

Hostess & Teachers Gifts • Gifts for under $20

11 Walnut Avenue • Cranford

Come Join Us For An Evening Of

SIMPLY ART & JAZZ
Friday, May 29th • 7pm - 9pm

11 Walnut Avenue • 908-272-3030
Visit www.simplyartandframes.com

to find out more

Home Tour Showcases Residences,
Workshops and Artists’ Boutique

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Last Saturday,
The Friends of the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO)’s annual
Tour of Notable Homes not only show-
cased five local residences, but it pro-
vided professional design workshops
and a one-of-a-kind artists’ boutique.

Nancy Jackson, publicity represen-
tative, greeted visitors at the oldest

home on the tour, located on Dudley
Avenue. She also shared some details
of Westfield history.

“In the 1870’s, the downtown was
destroyed by fire,” Ms. Jackson said.
“And, it was when they were recover-
ing that they began building all these
big Victorians.”

She added that this particular home,
built circa-1880 opposite Clark Park,
integrated the popular Victorian style
with the Arts and Crafts movement,
as evidenced by the handsome center
hall staircase and quarter-sawn oak
woodwork throughout.

The homeowners incorporated an
eclectic mix of furnishings and ac-
cessories, including an original paint-
ing by Spanish artist Joan Miro, an
authentic 1778 map of Scotland and
striped club chairs donated by actress
Celeste Holm.

Upstairs, each of the four bedrooms
integrated color schemes and décor that
corresponded to individual seasons of
the year. The home was also the filming
locale for two Verizon commercials.

A basket raffle, courtesy of local
merchants and organizations, took
place in the backyard.

Tour participants, who then headed
to nearby Prospect Street, could seem-
ingly feel they had transported them-
selves from one turn of the century to
the next when visiting The Savannah,
a new building chockfull of modern
amenities.

Designed for senior adults, the pro-
fessionally decorated condominium
chosen for the tour featured soaring

ceilings accentuated with crown
moldings and rich, dark hardwood
floors that united the main rooms in
the open and spacious layout.

The kitchen employed the latest in
technological features among its tall
cabinets and granite counters. A dra-
matic Harlequin diamond pattern high-
lighted the main wall in the den, while
woodwork in the master bedroom glis-
tened with a soft metallic paint finish.

Visitors could also enjoy music through
the built-in stereo speaker system placed
throughout the house.

Also downtown, local decorators and
real estate associates offered seminars
hourly on such topics as design, home
staging and Feng Shui techniques at the
former Cosi restaurant location on East
Broad Street. Experts incorporated vi-
sual presentations, displayed accesso-
ries and trims, and recommended re-
sources for further learning during their
40-minute presentations.

In an adjacent room, world-re-
nowned artists Richard and Victoria
Mackenzie-Childs donned playful
costumes mirroring the vivid patterns
of their wares. They mingled among
visitors, answering their inquiries and
sharing insight into the process of
designing bold furnishings, pottery
and jewelry for their company,
Victoria and Richard Emprise.

“We think every minute is a miracle
and should be celebrated,” Mr.
Mackenzie-Childs told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “We’re known for
pattern on top of pattern, a lot of color
and a lot of joy.”

One-of-a-kind, limited-edition
items from the couple’s upscale col-
lection were available for purchase.

Mrs. NJ Globe Sherryl Pascal, a
Westfield resident and an avid collec-
tor of Mackenzie-Childs pieces,
greeted guests at this boutique show.

Another home on the tour appeared
to be a traditional colonial from the
exterior. However, once inside,

tourgoers could see the owners of this
Hillcrest Avenue home have com-
pletely updated and transformed the
interior while maintaining the home’s
integrity by salvaging original doors
and woodwork.

Features such as white bead board
furnishings and a clawfoot tub evoked
vintage cottage charm, yet grass cloth
wall coverings and boldly patterned
window treatments introduced mod-
ern flair. Textural contrasts from sleek
glass and nickel hardware to shag
rugs and leather furnishings abound.

Tour participants could enjoy com-
plimentary refreshments in the back-
yard.

The entry hall of the Knightsbridge
Road residence in Mountainside wel-
comed guests with a dramatic chan-
delier and hand-painted chest from
Venice juxtaposed along the grand
staircase. The bright white kitchen
included a separate butler’s pantry,
and the cozy family room featured
comfortable furnishings arranged
around a corner fireplace.

The master suite was noteworthy
not only for its spaciousness and
décor, but for the sizeable dressing
room comprised of wall-to-wall built-
in closet fixtures and adjoining mas-
ter bathroom enveloped in gleaming
marble.

The Friends’ geranium plant sale
was held in the backyard.

Interior decorator Jennifer Dengel,
owner of a home on Tulip Street in
Cranford, was also a featured speaker
at the workshops. Her knack for incor-
porating antiques and collectables from
artists’ studios alongside flea market
finds was evident throughout her resi-
dence. Hand-painted details such as
checkerboard-patterned floors and a
favorite quote that wraps around the
family room walls added character.

Ms. Dengel shared design philoso-
phies with a group of guests touring
the dining room. She commented
about using “things you love in the
colors you love” and how spaces
should be imbued with the “spirit of
the occupant.”

Cellist Carl Baron performed for
guests at the home.

Westfield residents and members
of the International Club, Stefanie
Kerth and Ursula Von Watzdors, origi-
nally from Germany, traveled the en-
tire home tour by bicycle.

“I did it by car a few years ago and
couldn’t get any parking spots,” Ms.
Kerth said, noting how the two women
had enjoyed bicycling to and from the
event last year as well. “It’s good for the
environment... I think we all shouldn’t
use our cars as often as we do here.”

Docent Gretchen Castorina spoke
with the Leader/Times about how re-
freshing it was to see well-decorated
homes that “you can live in comfort-
ably with items you really enjoy look-
ing at” on the tour.

“It’s nice that in this age of ‘bigger
is always better,’ you can still find a
jewel of a house – no matter what the
size,” Ms. Castorina said.

All proceeds from the Tour of No-
table Homes benefit the WSO.

CAMELOT REALIZED...Indicative of the notable homes on the tour is a refined
contemporary home  located at the Mountainside border on Knightsbridge Road,
which is “Camelot realized,” according to Mary MacEnerney, who, with Germaine
Traberts, served as a docent for the house and its garden on the day of the tour.
She pointed out that some of the amenities seen in this home, which has a view of
the Watchung Reservation, include a “lady’s library,” a marble and granite
master bath illuminated by a crystal chandelier and an entire second floor suite
customized for the daughters of its owners.

Cranford’s Kilkenny House Jigs
With The Itinerants and WF’s Flynn

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Playing
Cranford’s Kilkenny House last week,
local Irish-rock group The Itinerants
proved that it can still “rock” while
armed with an accordion.

Before forming the Itinerants, the
band mates played in the group
Rosemarch, and much of the lineup’s
succinctness in sound can be attrib-
uted to the musicians’ long history
together.

“I’ve known and played with [bass-
ist] Shawn Seymour since high
school,” said guitarist/banjoist Chris
Flynn, a 12-year Westfield resident
who has performed multiple times at
Tamaques School and at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church.

Itinerants accordionist Pat
Robinson was the “leader” of
Rosemarch.

“After a while,” he said, “it was just
the three of us, and somebody re-

membered the Itinerants name,” Mr.
Flynn recalled. “We really got into
playing traditional Irish music as well
as the way those songs are designed
to be sung by many people in unison.”

The newly named group quickly
obtained drummer Chris O’Hara and
employed some new musical tricks.
“We started to try for a much more
Beatles-esque vocal style, with full
three-part harmony; it was something
we hadn’t done before,” Mr. Flynn
said. “Now, it’s a really important
part of how we perform and record.”

Recording is a process to which the
band takes a different approach – all of
its material is download-only.

“I think that the whole ‘release-an-
album format’ is gone,” Mr. Flynn

said. “Nowadays, it’s becoming [a
situation in which you are] dragging
a case of CDs around, and nobody
really buys them, so you’ve spent a
lot of money on the product, and
you’re not getting anything back. With
downloads, you can put up a few
songs at a time and get people to keep
coming back, to see what’s up this
week.”

They started off the evening with
the Irish-pub-approved standard “The
Irish Rover” and then moved into a
’50’s backbeat-fueled “Folsom Prison
Blues.” Much of the three-hour set
consisted of cover songs, but the band
was able to present even the most
familiar song in surprisingly new
ways.

One of the night’s musical highlights
was when the Itinerants managed to
morph from the classic “Green On-
ions” by Booker T and the MGs to
Stevie Wonder’s “Higher Ground” with-
out losing a beat. This medley format

continued throughout the night, as they
merged the Irish song “Red is the Rose”
with Van Morrison’s “Tupelo Honey”
and “Crazy Love,” as well as The Band’s
“The Weight.”

Mr. Robinson’s accordion was a
vital part of the mix, easily taking up
the space during songs where other
instruments were required (“You
Can’t Always Get What You Want”)
and helping to push the melody on
others (“Iko Iko,” “Maggie May”).

Mr. Flynn’s prowess was also on
display, as he displayed excellent
rhythm skills on band original “The
Carnival” (which sounded like a lost
Springsteen song) and the Boss’ own
“She’s the One.” And yet, Mr. Flynn
had no difficulty performing a Hendrix-

Teen Arts Tour Begins
At Springfield Library
SPRINGFIELD – The 2009 Teen

Arts Traveling Exhibit is on display
until June 5 at the Springfield Public
Library, located at 66 Mountain Av-
enue in Springfield, during regular
library hours.

The exhibit consists of 70 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 visual
art works shown at the 2009 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in March
at Union County College in Cranford.

Participating students locally in-
clude Edison Intermediate School’s
Julia Godbee and Geena Gao,
Westfield; Union County Vo-Tech’s
Veronica Tolentino, Emily
Aschenbach and Brian Fischer, as
well as Hillcrest Academy’s Louis
Rodriquez, Scotch Plains, and
Deerfield School’s Isabelle Perrin,
Mountainside.

“Each year, I am amazed by the
exceptional artwork submitted by the
students,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella.

For more information, call (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay service users
should call 711 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

worthy banjo solo on Dylan’s “All Along
the Watchtower.”

Mr. O’Hara also demonstrated ex-
cellent range, beating the drums with
powerful precision and careful grace,
most evidently on the medley of the
Beatles’ “I Will” and the Cars’ “My
Best Friend’s Girl.” Mr. Seymour also
kept the pace well, holding down the
vital bass lines on “You’re Gonna
Lose That Girl” and Joe Jackson’s “Is
She Really Going Out With Him?”

The Itinerants had no problem os-
cillating between upbeat rockers and
their slower original material, includ-
ing the waltz “One, Two, Three Time.”
And, in a nod to recent great Irish
music, they performed the Oscar-win-
ning “Falling Slowly” from the 2007
indie film Once.

The group’s final medley, also its
most altered one, featured a com-
pletely reworked “My Girl” coupled
with “The Tracks of My Tears,” on
which the members harmonized on
the two different choruses at the same
moment.

The night concluded with a cover
of “Dead Flowers” and an all-acous-
tic “Goodnight Irene,” as the last of
the rovers left the Kilkenny House.

More on the Itinerants, including
dates and music, can be found at
myspace.com/itinerants.

Photo Courtesy of Jeff Sokolowski / www.jeffsokolowski.com
GETTING JIG-GY WITH IT...The Itinerants played Cranford’s Kilkenny
House last Thursday. The band is, from left to right, Pat Robinson, Sean Seymour,
Chris Flynn and drummer Chris O’Hara (obscured).
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