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WF Resident Brings ‘Love’
Of Performing Arts to Kean
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – With classic good
looks, a scrubbed face of flawless
perfection and electric blue eyes,
Holly Logue could star in a TV com-
mercial for the ivory soap gal next
door.

To some, she could pass for any
average working mom in Westfield.
She picks up her daughter Brenna
from lacrosse practice at Westfield
High School or from the teen’s com-
petitive Irish danc-
ing class to go
home to husband
Bill and their
golden retrievers.

However, Mrs.
Logue is anything
but average. This
Westfield resident
of 15 years is the
acting dean of Vi-
sual and Perform-
ing Arts at Kean
University, a pro-
fessor, director of
musicals and plays, voiceover artist,
lecturer and an accomplished actress/
singer.

Additional pieces of the fascinat-
ing puzzle that make up Mrs. Logue
are: Commissioner and accreditation
evaluator for the National Associa-
tion of Schools of Theatre, a member
of the Paper Mill Playhouse Educa-
tional Advisory Board, an associate
member of the Society of Stage Di-
rectors and Choreographers and a
member of Actors Equity.

Last year, Kean University Presi-
dent Dawood Farahi presented her
with the Presidential Award for Ex-
cellence for Scholarship and Creative
Works.

A multifaceted, creative individual,
she confesses to avidly doing and
solving puzzles. And, in all of her
duties in both career and avocation,
she does just that.

“I like the opportunity to solve the
issues of the day,” she said. Earlier
this spring, she directed the musical
She Loves Me at Kean University.
The show was not new to her since
she played the lead role of Amalia in
1998 at Middlesex County’s Plays-
in-the-Park (PIP).

Starring in the role and then getting
to direct the same show 10 years later
was quite an experience. Being so
intimately involved with the charac-
ters in the piece could be quite an
advantage to a director.

Mrs. Logue’s creative spirit does

not rest on past laurels, however. “I
treat each show as a new piece and try
to tell the story as I see it, not neces-
sarily the way it was done on Broad-
way,” she said.

In directing She Loves Me, though,
she admits that knowing the show
was thoroughly helpful. She identi-
fied with Amalia, the lead who sings
the dramatic song, “Ice Cream.”

“The girl who played Amalia [at
Kean] is a surrogate daughter to me
— we have parallels in our lives —

so working with
her was an espe-
cially enjoyable
experience,” Di-
rector Logue
shared.

Mrs. Logue be-
came the depart-
ment chairperson
in 1995, after be-
ing a professor in
the Department of
Communication
and Theatre at
Kean from 1984

to 1995. As of last August, she was
named acting dean of Visual and
Performing Arts. “There are duties
I’m entrusted with daily that I do
gladly, but teaching is my oasis,”
she said.

Teaching classes on dialects, act-
ing for the camera and directing is
something she treasures. In fact, she
said, “Teaching and directing are what
I like to do most. To work with the
students is the best part of my job.”

That’s not to say that she does not
love to share her gifts of singing and
acting with an audience. Her résumé
overflows with titles of musicals and
plays in which she has starred.

She is a frequent performer at
Kean University musical events, and
her voice may be heard on many
recordings. Most recently, in Janu-
ary, she appeared as Armfeldt in a
fully staged and costumed concert
version of A Little Night Music in
Key West under the baton of PIP
veteran Vince Zito.

“That was a really fun experience,
reconnecting with some others from
the Park — especially Jackie and Art
Neill,” she said. Mrs. Logue’s favor-
ite musical role is the feisty Kate
from Kiss Me Kate, PIP’s 2004 pro-
duction. “It’s one of those roles I
could just keep doing,” she said with
a smile of remembrance.

Holly Logue

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

While the old calendar on the wall
proclaims June 21 the first day of
summer this year, fans of that cultural
phenomenon known as the Summer
Blockbuster will contend Star Trek’s
recent arrival in movie theaters more
aptly heralds the season. Either way,
this prequel’s chronological hocus
pocus will have you scratching your
time continuum.

Indeed some techies, who doubt-
less include beaucoup Trekkies, will
be able to explain just why the time
travel plot at the heart of director J. J.
Abrams’s interpolative freefall makes
complete sense. Good for them. They
probably also passed organic chem-
istry. I figure no great harm in taking
their word for it and just looking at
the pretty pictures.

There’s certainly an eyeful. En-
hanced more than ever by the newest
special effects, the noble idealism
that creator Gene Roddenberry origi-
nally breathed into his TV series lives
and prospers. Centuries from now,
but only a flash of an eye before we
first knew them, this tells how Kirk
and Co. joined their stars in the re-
solve for a better and safer world.

The good part is that for all the
razzamatazz and kaleidoscopic
hoopla, Alex Kurtzman and Roberto
Orci’s script unblushingly fills the
remaining spaces with some good old
allegory. It’s not sci-fi metaphor at its
best, but savvy enough to render re-
spectable this illustrious member of
the genre. Yet, the single greatest
achievement must be the casting.

Coming aboard as the young James
T. Kirk is handsome Chris Pine.
Through his astute interpretation, we
learn that, having lost his dad early in
life, the Iowa farm boy does an imita-
tion of James Dean on a bender until
Starfleet Captain Christopher Pike
(Bruce Greenwood) takes him in hand.
Career path to salvation or not, he
retains his audacity.

Matching him in the parent attrition
department, determination and smarts
is Zachary Quinto’s Spock. Not one to
solely rely on a set of pointed ears to
etch his character, Mr. Quinto displays
an award-worthy sensitivity. It is the
Vulcan-human hybrid’s charm that, like
DeTocqueville’s ability to understand
early Americans, he has an inside track
on humans.

None of the remaining crew of the
Starship Enterprise is delivered in
nearly as much detail. Yet, most of the
sketches are nicely envisioned. Simon
Pegg is whimsical as Scotty; John
Cho is a competent Mr. Sulu; and
while the original Uhura wasn’t par-

ticularly sexy, Zoe Saldana’s prequel
image says she was quite a gal back in
the day.

Plugged into this nascence of the
famed adventure is a suitable starter
villain. Nero (Eric Bana), the Romulan
captain of a mining ship who blames
the Federation, and Spock, in particu-
lar, for the demise of his planet, changes
history with an act of reprisal that will
impact James Kirk’s formative years.
The epithet-spewing rat stops just short
of cackling.

Alternate timelines and a parallel
world play major roles in the mind-
boggling comings and goings. For
instance, bad guy Nero travels from
the future to exact his revenge. This
somehow makes it vital to be able to
transport onto another vessel at warp
speed. Scotty develops the portal;
Spock hones it to perfection. Think
they could program my VCR?

There’s more, with the coup de
grâce coming when young Spock
meets and is counseled by older
Spock, now (or is it then?) a Federa-
tion ambassador. All of which sug-
gests the fellow can be in two places
at the same time. “Hey,” some will
say, “They’re just making this stuff
up.” Others will luxuriate in the con-
stant cascade of perplexity.

Now, we all know that time travel
as it is classically depicted in litera-
ture and film is impossible. Other-
wise, we’d all be going back to cash
in our fortunes before the economy
imploded in late 2008. The opinion
here is that such fantasy must be
judged by how consistent it is within
its own stated rules and if it entertains
without overly confounding.

On this point Star Trek earns an
only fair grade. But it’s bound to win
approval in the retro reunion depart-
ment. Ah, youth. It’s nice to see the
young, well-scrubbed explorers just
starting out and trying to make a
place for themselves in the universe.
Wordsmiths Kurtzman and Orci by
and large do a good job of creatively
imagining the new old gang.

Naturally, one’s ultimate judgment
will depend on what he or she brings
to the picnic. Trekkies with strict con-
structionist views are apt to poke black
holes in several of the screenplay’s
add-ons and flourishes. Whereas more
casual viewers won’t mind that this
Star Trek goes where no other Star
Trek has gone before, and rather en-
gagingly at that.

* * *
Star Trek, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
J.J. Abrams and stars Chris Pine,
Zachary Quinto and Eric Bana. Run-
ning time: 126 minutes.
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Star Trek: The Way They Were

Marion Derrett’s “LunchtimeView”

Scotch Plains Artist Derrett
‘Lightens Up’ at Art Gallery

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When award-win-
ning artist Marion Derrett picks up her
pastels, she produces more than a paint-
ing – the Scotch Plains resident creates
an experience.

Ms. Derrett’s solo exhibit, “Colors of
Light,” presently housed at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts’ Westfield
Art Gallery, highlights the artist’s fasci-
nation with pastel colors and the subse-
quent emotions they elicit.

“Light has a strong emotional effect
on us all, whether it be bright sunlight
or a rainy cloudy day, and I try to
express this emotion in my paintings,”
she said.

When asked how she expresses it,
Ms. Derrett will tell admirers that
emotion comes out in the layering, an
effect she achieves by “underpainting.”

“With this technique, I paint first
with a wet medium in large areas of
color that may or may not relate to the
final colors of the painting,” she
explained.

“These colors are often allowed to
show through the pastel, giving the
effect of the color of light. More often,
I gently skim color over color, allowing
the lower layers to show through the
upper layers. This effect, correctly ex-
ecuted, is very pleasing to the eye,” she
continued.

“The brain will mix the colors to
make sense of the overall effect,” Ms.
Derrett said, adding that it will also see
the many variations of color from the
effects of the light bouncing from one
object to another.

“Our world is full of these colors of
light, but we have become so used to
them that, often, we no longer notice
them,” she explained.

“Colors of Light,” which showcases
many of Ms. Derrett’s newer works, is
a montage of landscapes and portraits.

Her “Evening Pink,” a rendition of
two empty Adirondack chairs framed
by mountains and basking in the glow
of a pink sunset, invites introspection.

Sky color is an important thematic
element that runs through many of Ms.
Derrett’s landscapes and elicits a con-
nection with the viewer.

“Skies often set the tone for the whole
painting, and this is usually where I
start, using clear bright colors, both
light and dark, to set the mood,” she
said.

It’s a blue-green sky that emphasizes
the starkness of naked tree branches in
“Winter Leaves,” while in “Marshes at
Sunset,” Ms. Derrett creates a firma-

ment layered in orange, red, purple and
blue.

“I have used bright warm colors such
as pinks, reds and oranges to convey the
feeling of the heat,” she said.

In “Winter Leaves,” she predomi-
nantly used a cool green to give the cold
feeling of a snowy, misty day.

Ms. Derrett is aware of the appeal of
color to the viewer.

“A painting of cool or warm colors
alone would not appeal to the eye or
make [as much] sense as a balanced
painting… I have put coolness into the
shadows of the hot days and warmth
into the trees in “Winter Leaves,” she
continued.

Her pastel painting “Relaxing,” a
portrait of a man wearing sunglasses,
recently won “Best in Show” at the
2009 Scotch Plains Art Association
Show.

Originally from England, Ms. Derrett
taught art to elementary and middle
school students in her native country
for many years.

Since moving to New Jersey and
settling in Scotch Plains in 2002, Ms.
Derrett has established her own com-
missioned portrait business, working
from her home studio.

She also writes and illustrates
children’s books.

Ms. Derrett is a Juried Associate
Member of the Pastel Society of
America. She is also a member of the
Portrait Society of America, the
Westfield Arts Association, the Pastel
Society of New Jersey, the Somerset
Art Association, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Arts Association, the
Watchung Arts Center and the Millburn-
Short Hills Art Center.

“Colors of Light” can be experi-
enced at The Westfield Art Gallery at
150-152 East Broad Street until the end
of May.

More information about Ms. Derrett
is available at marionderrett.com.

IN TUNE WITH THE ARTS…New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts and its
Founder and Executive Director
Theodore Schlosberg, left, received a
certificate of appreciation from The
Assembled Westfield Historical Groups
for their many years of community
service as cultural leaders and musical
entertainers of citizens of all ages. The
presentation was made by Westfield
Historical Society President Nancy
Priest, center, pictured with Program
Chairman Bob Miller, right, at the
Music from the Civil War Concert per-
formed by the Bravura Quintet at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
April 15.

WF Resident Stars
In Run for Your Wife

WESTFIELD – With Jackie Weiner
of Westfield in the role of Barbara
Smith, Stony Hill Players will present
Run For Your Wife, an English farce
by Ray Cooney on May 29,30,31 and
June 5,6,7 at Summit’s Oakes Center,
located at 120 Morris Avenue at the
corner of Russell Place.

Performance times are 8 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday nights and 3
p.m. on Sundays. Tickets are $18 for
adults and $10 for students under 18.
For information and reservations, call
(908) 277-1732.

St. Paul’s Singer Wins
Orchestra Competition

WESTFIELD – Baritone John-
Andrew Fernandez of Westfield’s St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church Choir re-
cently sang his way to the top in the
Philadelphia Orchestra’s 2009
Greenfield Competition.

Mr. Fernandez,
a New Brunswick
resident, was one
of six Greenfield
Competition win-
ners out of hun-
dreds of classical
musicians, both
vocal and instru-
mental. He is the
contest’s only
male vocal award
recipient this year.
Other winners in-
cluded two violin-
ists, one clarinet-
ist, one flautist and
one soprano.

The Greenfield
Competition was
set up by the Albert
M. Greenfield
Foundation to aid
young musicians
and give them the
opportunity to
make their debut
with the Philadel-
phia Orchestra.

Each year, be-
tween 500 and 1,000 young classical
musicians are heard in several divi-
sions – junior, senior and vocal – by a
panel of judges consisting of conduc-
tors and distinguished musicians from
the Philadelphia area.

The prize awarded to this year’s
winners was two-fold: Each received
a cash prize, but according to Mr.
Fernandez, “the real prestige of the
competition is the opportunity to per-

form as a soloist with the Philadel-
phia Orchestra in their upcoming con-
cert season.”

Mr. Fernandez is also pleased to be
singing with the St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church Choir in its annual Spring

Concert on Sun-
day, May 31, at 7
p.m. in Westfield.
To learn more, call
(908) 232-8506.

The general
public is invited to
attend this cel-
ebrated annual
event, held in the
church at 414 East
Broad Street in
Westfield. This
year’s concert
theme is: Hymns
of Faith and Can-
ticles of Praise.

The choir and
symphony will
perform John
Rutter’s settings of
three canticles:
Gloria in excelsis,
Te Deum and Ju-
bilate Deo. The
concert also in-
cludes arrange-
ments of the
hymns Now Thank
We All Our God

and Christ is Made The Sure Founda-
tion for choir, pipe organ and orches-
tra in the English symphonic tradi-
tion.

Andrew Henderson, director of
Music and organist at the Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Church, will
open the concert with J.S. Bach’s
Sinfonia from Cantata 29. Also in-
cluded in the program is Bach’s Air
on the G String.

VOCAL LEADER...Baritone John-
Andrew Fernandez of Westfield’s St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church Choir recently
won the Philadelphia Orchestra’s 2009
Greenfield Competition. St. Paul’s
Choir will perform on Sunday, May 31,
at 7 p.m. in Westfield.

See it all on the web at
goleader.com
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