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Raiders Nip Blue Devils, 2-1, for UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

WISNIEWSKI SLAMS DOOR ON LADY TIGERS IN RELIEF

Feldbauer’s 2-Run Rap Lifts
Blue Devils Over Tigers, 5-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It ain’t over until it’s over! The
famous “Yogism” from Yogi Berra
certainly became a “truism” when
senior Christine Feldbauer ripped a
two-run single with the bases loaded
in the bottom of the seventh inning to
give the 13-3 Westfield High School
softball team a 5-4 victory over visit-
ing Linden on May 13.

“The team really did well. They had
the bases loaded. All I needed to do was
put the ball in play and I did. It’s great
to finally get a hit. I was trying not to get
too big and too out of my body. All I
needed to do was put a little swing on it
and have them score,” said Feldbauer,
who finished 2-for-4 with three RBI.

The Blue Devils slipped behind 4-
1 when the Tigers tapped starting
pitcher Cyndil Matthew for three runs
in the top of the fourth inning, which
prompted Head Coach Caitlyn
MacDonald to bring in senior reliever
Jamie Wisniewski, who proceeded to
retire 10 straight batters (3 via
strikeouts) before Tiger Jackie Lima
reached base on an error with two
outs in the seventh. Wisniewski then
slammed the door by getting Erin
Walsh to pop out to first.

“She did what we asked her to do,
which was stop the bleeding. She
stepped up. That’s her job and she did
it,” coach MacDonald said of
Wisniewski.

After ceding a solo home run to
Tiger Jamie Paulino in the first in-
ning, Matthew, who walked two,
struck out five and allowed three hits,
got her changeup to work well with
her fast ball to record four strikeouts
in the second and third innings. At the
plate, Matthew (3-for-4) doubled in
the first inning and squibbled an RBI
single in the second to bring home
Katie Keifer, who had walked, ad-
vanced to second on Tara Criscuolo’s
(2-for-3) single and dashed to third
on a fielder’s choice.

“She (Matthew) is a dangerous hit-

ter. She can crush one over your head,
she can bloop one in front of you and
then she bunt for a base hit,” coach
MacDonald said. “There is no de-
fense for her and she showed them
that today. When she gets on base, she
is a game changer.”

Linden’s fourth inning began with
Walsh’s leadoff double. Walsh scored
when Paulino reached safely on an
error. Courtney Melchiona reached
first on a fielder’s choice, then Paulino
scored on a wild pitch. Two straight
walks loaded the bases then the No. 8
batter hopped an RBI single to give
Linden its 4-1 lead.

In the sixth inning, Blue Devil Katie
Abruzzo tapped a leadoff single then
Feldbauer, who hit the ball directly at
Linden infielders in her first two at bats,
settled in and hammered an RBI triple.
Emily Tebbets brought Feldbauer home
with a slow grounder to the right side to
make the score 4-3. Criscuolo’s second

single set up the Blue Devils’ opportu-
nity to present the power of their lineup
in the seventh.

“The pitcher was throwing drops
and I tried to tell her (Feldbauer) how
to tell the difference when that drop
was coming and when it wasn’t. She
was a little off-balance but she did get
much more comfortable the last two
at bats,” said coach MacDonald, who
added, “She got hurt a little and had to
take a couple of games off and we
really missed her. We were glad to
have her back. She came up big. With-
out her, the day is a little different.”

After Wisniewski kept the Tigers
silent, Blue Devil Katie Esler reached
first on a safe call by the umpire. Kim
Townsend sent a single to left and
Abruzzo walked to load the bases.
Feldbauer completed the “Yogism”
with her two-run single to left.
Linden 100 300 0 4
Westfield 010 002 2 5

who had no errors, got their first key
defensive play in the bottom of the
inning. After Blue Devil leadoff bat-
ter Danny Kerr slapped a single to
right. Rob Granstrand’s bunt moved
him to second and Matt Isabella’s
single to right brought him home.
Second baseman Marcus Rivera ini-
tiated a second-to-first double play to
end the inning.

The Raiders threatened with two
runners on base in the second inning,
but Blue Devil catcher AJ Murray
gunned down Rivera attempting to
steal third to calm the storm. Murray
later nailed two runners attempting to
steal second.

Bonadies got the only hit off
Jenkins, an RBI double in the third
inning, scoring Lou Mazzella, who

had been hit-by-a-pitch. Jenkins of-
fered an offensive threat in the bot-
tom of the inning with a leadoff
double. His pinch runner, Joe Ondi,
moved to third on a sacrifice bunt but
Binkiewicz forced two infield
groundouts.

In the sixth, Granstrand drilled a
one-out double off the right field
fence, Isabella flied out to left and
Murray was intentionally walked but
Mike Clark grounded out to first for
the third out. However, the game
nearly ended in Westfield’s favor in
the bottom of the seventh. With one
man out, Lessner hammered a nearly
400-foot double to deep centerfield.
Jenkins was intentionally walked and
Babetski walked to load the bases.
Kerr grounded into a force out at
home and Raider shortstop Mike
Ridge, who was involved in eight
putouts, fielded a grounder and tossed
to first for the third out.

In the eighth inning, shortstop

Granstrand pulled off a made-for-
television diving stop of Maroney’s
grounder in the hole and tossed to
first in time for the out.

“I hope there was a video camera
here because I think ESPN should get
that video of Robbie making that div-
ing play,” said Jenkins. “It was unbe-
lievable!”

First baseman Maroney returned
the favor when he one-handed
Isabella’s chopper and tagged the base
for the out.

In the fateful 10th, Blue Devil re-
liever Aiden Scanlon got the first two
batters out before Bonadies lit the
spark for victory.

“I was trying to help out the team
anyway. I knew I had to come up with
some big hits, especially with two

outs, I knew I had to deliver and give
us some spark,” Bonadies said. “Gary
pitched a great game. He was the
man! He’s our number one! We battled
against a tough one in Jenkins.”

“You got to feel bad, no matter
what happened, either pitcher pitched
their hearts out. They got out of jam
after jam. The defense! They made
some great plays. We made some
great plays. Just one more play that
they had and that was the difference
in the game! For Chris to one-hit
them for nine innings and 15
strikeouts, what does that say right
there? How good is he? We had our
opportunity in the bottom of the sev-
enth and we didn’t get it done,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster.
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 001 000 000 1 2
Westfield 100 000 000 0 1

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
50+ DIVISION A (As of May 17:)

TEAM W L
Buffy’s Tavern 4 0
Awniungs Galore 3 1
Babooshka 3 1
American Legion/LLG 2 2
S.M.C. 2 2
D&K Associates 0 4

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L
JTD Construction 3 1
Contact Lens & Vision 2 2
Linda’s Driftwood Bar 2 2
Molly Maguire’s 2 2
Northwestern Mutual 1 3
Iceman’s Karaoke 0 4

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 4 0
LA Law 3 1
TLC 2 2
Creative Industries 2 2
The Office 1 3
Associated Auto Parts 0 4

Linda’s 12, Northwestern 7
Linda’s broke open a close game in

the sixth inning. Jack Helfrich, Keith
McDede and Mac Kowalski led the
offense, while John Esposito and Joe
Adase turned three double plays.
Buffy’s 8, American Legion 2

Pitcher George Brokaw allowed
only seven hits. Ron Kulik, Brokaw,
Clyde Vail and John McLaughlin led
Buffy’s 15-hit attack.
Molly Maguire’s 18, Iceman’s
Karaoke 3

Dave Drechsel, Pat Ahern and Rich
Goski led Molly’s hitting, while Bill
Hinkle and Neil Koch provided solid
pitching.

Awnings Galore 13, D&K 4
Bobby Rahnenfuhrer, Brian

Granstrand, Neil Granstrand, Bruce
Crawford, Joe Penczak, Tom Breen
and Ray Meigs (3 RBI) had multiple
hits for Awnings.
JTD 13, Contact Lens 10

Jerry Archibald and Dave
Rothenberg led Contact offensively.
Babooshka 32, SMC 16

Babooshka pounding out 37 hits.
Ed Belford, Joe Massimino, Tony Wil-
liams and Angelo Corbo each went 5-
for-5 for Babooshka. Tom Straniero
had four hits, while Larry Esoldo and
Harry Semple each added three hits.
Awnings 18, JTD Cconstruction 3

Brian and Neil Granstrand com-
bined for nine hits and eight RBI. Ray
Meigs and Bobby Rahnenfuhrer each
had four hits.
Contact 13, D&K Associates 7

Jerry Archibald, Bill Early and Vic
Dudash led Contact Lens & Vision
offensively.
SMC 13, Linda’s Bar 7 (No stats)
Babooshka 12, Northwestern 7

The game went eight innings. Brian
Williams (4 hits, 4 RBI), Ed Belford
(4 hits, 2 RBI) and Tom Straniero (3
hits) led the Babs.
American Legion 6, Molly
Maguire’s 5

Despite a fine pitching effort from
Bill Hinkle, and an offense led by Al
Burton, Dave Drechsel, Jim Hardman,
Charlie Wichusen and Vic Trindade,
the Molly’s came up one run short.

Softball Blue Devils Nip
J.P. Stevens Girls, 2-1
The 14-3 Westfield High School

softball team nipped J.P. Stevens, 2-
1, in Edison on May 14. Katie Abruzzo
gave the Blue Devils a 2-0 lead with
an RBI double in the fifth inning.
Pitcher Jamie Wisniewski struck out
six and walked three.

SECTIONAL BASEBALL SEEDS:
N.J. Group 4, Section 2

9. Woodbridge at 8. Phillipsburg;
winner at 1. Elizabeth

12. Franklin at 5 Columbia; winner
at 4. Linden

11. Colonia at 6. Ridge; winner at 3.
Westfield

10. Union at 7. Bayonne; winner at
2. Watchung Hills

N.J. Group 3, Section 2
9. Warren Hills at 8. Voorhees; win-

ner at 1. Iselin Kennedy
12. Millburn at 5. Nutley; winner at 4.

West Morris
11. Summit at 6. Somerville; winner

at 3. Morristown
10. Newark East Side at 7. South

Plainfield; winner at 2. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood

The first round began May 18

A lighthearted spirit enlivens this spacious Westfield home, enhanced by a marvelous flow 
and many desirable updates. Offering abundant living space, the interior boasts hardwood 
floors, numerous windows and classic moldings. An inviting foyer opens to the living room 
and dining room with access to the enclosed porch. The updated granite accented kitchen 
is just steps away from the sizable family room. The master bedroom with full bath joins 
three more bedrooms and an updated bath crafting delightful private spaces. A beautiful 
property and a splendid location add to the joy of living in this cordial home. Presented 
for $769,900. 
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Blue Devil Nine Bag
Cardinal Nine, 20-6

The 13-3 Westfield High School
baseball team amassed 24 hits in its
20-6 victory over hosting Plainfield
on May 14. A.J. Murray had two
doubles and a single and four RBI.
Danny Kerr and Mike Clark each had
a pair of hits and a pair of RBI, while
Joe Ondi and Mike Buontempo each
rapped three hits.

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House!
Saturday, May 23rd and Sunday, May 24th,
1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield, 
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a 
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus 
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry, 
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators 

to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BECOMING THE STAR OF THE GAME…Christine Feldbauer belts a two-run single in the bottom of the seventh inning
to lift the Blue Devils past Linden, 5-4. Feldbauer also crunched an RBI triple in the sixth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT AT THIRD BASE…Blue Devil third baseman Matt Isabella receives the
throw from catcher AJ Murray in time to nail Raider Marcus Rivera attempting
to steal.


