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By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Memories of Memorables
On This Memorial Day

When I was younger, nobody told
me that life wouldn’t be one never-
ending bowl of cherries … stickball,
softball and basketball at Franklin
School, WHS football, basketball, base-
ball, wrestling and swimming, rock
and roll music, movies, great TV shows,
Wetson’s and White Diamond cheese-
burgers and cold beer forever. My high
school days were around the time the
Beach Boys were creating music that
made you think life was just going to be
one big surfin’ safari.

Then on Nov. 22, 1963, as I was
driving down Clark Street to pick up my
mom from her job at Hahne’s, the Beach
Boys, or some other great music, was
interrupted with the bulletin: President
John F. Kennedy had been killed in
Dallas. Soon the Vietnam War would
explode, race riots, more assassinations.
Nothing would ever be the same.

And now every week, sometimes
several times a week, it seems like
somebody or something that was once
important to me is no longer around.
It’s just how things go, of course, and
after a while you just get numbed by it.

The best – the only – thing to do is to
remember the good times. As the great
Peter Wolf of the J. Geils Band once
sang, “The good times are the best
times, the bad times fade away, the
good times are forever, but now baby,
the last time is today.”

Here is a partial list of some of the
people I will probably be thinking about
this Monday, when Memorial Day is
celebrated:

Craig Allen: Former WHS police-
man and little league coach, I used to
enjoy hanging with him and hearing
him talk about his glory days at “Pah-
sayk” – that’s Passaic – High School.

Duane Allman: His slide work on
Boz Skaggs’ “Loan Me a Dime” is
some of the best guitaring ever.

Ray Bailey: Killed by his mother
right around the time my family moved

Devil of the Week
A.J. Murray

Baseball

to Westfield. From the stories I’ve heard
about him, it would’ve been interesting
to see how his life played out.

Jim Bonner: Teamed with Al Pfeiffer
to coach the Giants (football) and
Braves (baseball), and had a stare that
would intimidate anybody.

John Byrne: The second most-in-
tense member of the Byrne clan (could
anybody out-intense older brother
Freddy?).

Pete Catanzaro: The spiritual leader
of the ’92 and ’93 WHS swim teams
(sidelined by a heart ailment his senior
year).

Walt Clarkson: Was there ever a bet-
ter coach? In any sport? Anywhere?

Eddie Cochran: “Summertime
Blues,” “C’mon Everybody” and just
21 when he died.

Ray DeGraw: The best sports editor
I ever worked under – and having been
fired six times, I’ve worked under
plenty.

Bob Felter: Still my pick as the best
basketballer to ever wear the Blue and
White.

Chuck Gantner: I can still see him
with his flattop haircut, and either his
short-sleeved white shirt at meets, or
his white T-shirt on practice days.

Gail Gilday: The oldest and quietest
of the five Gilday kids, but truly a
“keeper” who left us way too young.

The Glenview Manor (now Charlie
Brown’s): bartender “Ump” DeStefanis
playing Bunny Berigan’s “I Can’t Get
Started” on the jukebox, Red
MacCloskey … Jimmy Riach … the
Jackson brothers … Tony Reid … Bill
Born … Nixon stepping down on TV
… what memories.

Jim Harcourt: “Thundering Jim” was
the terror of the Trolley. I can still see
him picking up a not-quite-full glass,
looking at it then asking the bartender,
“What am I, a tourist?” Or asking some
girl who had just entered the Trolley,
“It’s after 10 o’clock, do you need a

note?” Or telling some guy he’d argued
with, “You ain’t nothing but a hound
dog, ain’t never caught a rabbit, and
you ain’t no fren a’ mine.”

George Harrison: Time is proving
that the “quiet Beatle” might also have
been the most talented Beatle.

Buddy Holly: A musical genius who
would have created amazing sounds if
he’d lived longer than 22 years.

Paul Jackson: An outstanding foot-
ball player at WHS, he grew into one of
the all-time good guys.

Honey and Hob Johnson: My par-
ents.

Brian Jones: The Rolling Stones
haven’t been the same since July 3,
1969, the day their founding member
was found dead in his swimming pool.

Jay Jones: From a wild and crazy
teenager in the ’60s to a major restau-
rateur who once ran for the mayor of
Freehold, Jay’s story was one for the
ages.

Gary Kehler: It’s impossible for
people today to comprehend how a
town’s image and reputation could be
formed by a high school coach, but
“GK” pulled it off. He was, is and will
always be the face of Westfield.

Les Keiter: When it came to calling
basketball on the radio, nobody was bet-
ter. Forty years after I last heard him,
whenever I see a long, off-balance shot,
I’m thinking “ring-tailed howitzer.” When
a shot goes in and out of the basket, it’s an
“in-again, out-again, Finnegan.”

John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy,
and Martin Luther King: What the world
lost in the ’60s has still never been
replaced, although we might be closer
to it now than ever before.

John Ketcham: An ultra-talented
swimmer who grew into a great man.

Norm Koury: He was only in town
for a short period, but he left a deep
impression.

Mike Mease: A solid shortstop with
a gun for an arm on WHS powerhouse
baseball teams in the mid-1960s.

Doug Merrill: The man produced a
steady stream of winning teams with
the old Senators, and later out in
Hunterdon County.

Rick Nelson: Believe it or not, I
actually thought he looked like me on
the cover of his “Ricky Nelson Sings”
album in 1957.

Danny Nichols: The ’61 WHS swim
captain was the model of what every
parent should want their child to grow
up to be; killed near the end of his tour
of duty in Vietnam.

Phil Ochs: Despite (or because of) a
military school upbringing, he was the
most vocal anti-Vietnam War protest
singer of that era (Dylan included). A
master wordsmith with a great voice.

Pat Papaccio: When it came to coach-
ing youth baseball, nobody was better.

Al Pfeiffer: When he yelled at his
football team, which was often, during
practice near Tamaques 1, I’d be listen-
ing to pick up pointers during our prac-
tice … over near Tamaques 3!

Les Rice: My dad’s best friend and
teammate on the Port-Au-Peck Robins
baseball team in the depression-era
Long Branch of the 1930s; the school
chums both saw action in the South

Pacific during World War 2. Les was
killed during the fighting at
Guadalcanal.

Drew Ruotolo: Who knows, maybe
he’d have gone on to be president one
day. Drew was that kind of person.
Coaching his son Andrew on the WHS
swim team was a special thrill.

Bob Turner: You can call him Bob, or
you can call him Robert, but either way,
the former Merchants player/manager
was one of the town’s legends. (And a
curse on the family of the hit-and-run
driver who killed him on 8-19-69.)

Jim Turpin: OK, I was only 2 years
old and living in Long Branch when he
was struck by lightning and killed. But
knowing now what I do about him, it
hurts to think of “Turp” going like that,
and after surviving the big war.

Gene Vincent: At the very roots of
rockabilly music with his “Blue Caps,”
Gene survived the car crash that killed
Eddie Cochran, but was never the same.

Claire Yatcilla: Along with hubby
Mike, the co-producers of the
ballplaying “Yats” clan … Dave, Jeff
and Rod.

BASEBALL UPDATE
They’ll be talking about Saturday’s

UCT baseball final for a long time. SP-
F’s 2-1 10-inning win over WHS was
another in the growing list of classic
games in the town’s sports rivalry. It
wouldn’t be a shock to see both teams
win bigger honors in two weeks … the
state Group 3 and 4 crowns.

THE “CLUB 100”
 Senior Liz McCarthy scored the

100th goal of her WHS lacrosse career
in last Friday’s win over Old Bridge.

BLACK SUNDAY
This Sunday is the eighth anniver-

sary of the darkest day in WHS tennis
history. On May 24, 2001, SP-F posted
a season-ending 4-1 victory over WHS,
its only win in 62 matches between the
schools. The breakdown:

Griffin Maloney (W) d. Gennady
Bekkelman 7-5, 6-3; John Corbin (S)
d. Dave Eisenberg 3-6, 6-2, 6-2; Joe
Wilkinson (S) d. Devin Power 6-0, 6-1;
Mike Thompson, Josh Sanders (S) d.
Alex Barrett, Rich Moran 7-5, 6-3;
Dave Sigmun, Jesse Rogowsky (S) d.
Mike Checchio, Alec Jaslow 7-6, 6-4.

WHOOPS
When listing the right-handed pitch-

ers on this year’s WHS baseball team in
last week’s Den, we omitted senior
Phil Queller.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, now open
seven days a week) is A.J. Murray. The
sophomore drove in a school-record
nine runs against Plainfield last week.
The previous record of eight was co-
held by Ron Nobile, Jay Cook, Alex
Zierler and some guy named Mike
Murray. He also threw out three SP-F
runners trying to steal in Saturday’s
UCT title game.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click archives

May 21, 2007: About every offensive
maneuver was used by the eighth-seeded
Blue Devil baseball team in its 11-6
victory over ninth-seeded Piscataway in
the first round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 tournament in Westfield.
Pitcher Evan Shapiro, who improved to
5-2, rapped an RBI single and a three-
run double, and senior Tom Bonard went
3-for-4 with three RBI, including a two-
run triple.

May 21, 2005: First, the Union
County Relay title; second, the
Watchung Conference National Divi-
sion title and, now, the Union County
Individual track & field title belongs to
the Raider track girls. Junior Meaghan
Kelly took top honors in the triple jump
with a distance of 32-11.75. Amanda
Bobyack, a sophomore, defended her
long jump title by leaping a personal-
best 16-9 on her very first jump. Senior
Kate Zaleski demonstrated her gym-
nastic ability by clearing 10-0 to set a
meet record in the pole vault. Blue
Devil Emily MacNeil appeared to be
right on schedule by finishing first in
the 800 meters with a time of 2:18.4.

May 20, 2003: The 19th-ranked
Westfield boys tennis team peaked at
the right time by toppling the 10th-
ranked Livingston Lancers, 3-2, to
capture the NJSIAA North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 crown in Summit. The
Blue Devils, who upped their record to
18-4, advanced to the Group 4 semifi-
nals to be played at Mercer County
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WESTFIELD $650,000
Turn of the century Colonial offers
quality workmanship, fine detailing
and beautiful architectural lines.
Offers 9 Spacious rooms, 4 Bed-
rooms, high ceilings, wood floors,
large new windows and fireplace in
Living Room.

WESTFIELD $519,000
NEW PRICE!  Artfully styled Co-
lonial with 8 rooms includes 4 Bed-
rooms, Living Room with fireplace,
lovely Formal Dining Room, newer
Kitchen with powder room and
breakfast nook, comfy parlor/den
and enclosed porch.  Close to ev-
erything!

SCOTCH PLAINS $569,900
De Cuollo built expanded Ranch
in Homestead Village.  Home of-
fers 9 rooms and includes 5 Bed-
rooms, 3 baths, Fireplaces in Liv-
ing Room and Family Room, over-
sized basement and garage.  Close
to grade school and high school.

SCOTCH PLAINS $899,000
Colonial style expanded Ranch fea-
tures a newer roof, furnace and
HWH.  Family Room opens to an
updated Eat-In Kitchen, sun-room
with slider to deck, Master Bedroom
with updated bath, walk-in closet
and office area, Junior Suite with full
bath, Recreation Room with wet bar.
Beautifully landscaped!

FANWOOD $399,000
Bright and sunny 3 Bedroom, 1.5
bath Colonial also includes hard-
wood floors throughout, den off
Living Room and Family Room in
basement with half bath.  Fenced-
in backyard.

WESTFIELD $999,900
Picture perfect center hall Colonial
brimming with charm.  Beautiful
décor and many updates.  Warm
& inviting with bright light-filled
rooms, high ceilings, oak flooring
and classic moldings.  Custom
blinds and plantation shutters on
many windows.

WESTFIELD $699,900
Lovely “Wychwood” home has
been totally renovated and is
“move in” ready.  All new Kitchen
and appliances, baths, roof, land-
scaping, driveway and more.  Beau-
tiful refinished oak floors, freshly
painted interior and exterior.  Neu-
tral décor.

WESTFIELD $500,000
Updated and well maintained
Colonial sold for over 100% of
its list price in only 10 days.
Contact any of our extraordi-
nary agents and let them design
a personalized marketing plan
for your home.

Park in West Windsor. Rich Moran and
Alec Jaslow won at first and third
singles, respectively, while Brian
Kender and Alex Wasserman won at
second doubles.

May 20, 2001: Strong pitching from
junior Lindsey Sheppard, who scattered
four hits, fanned three and walked none,
led the second-seeded Governor
Livingston High School softball team to
a 3-0 shutout of the top-seeded Raiders
in the finals of the Union County tourna-
ment at Memorial Field in Linden. Raider
pitcher Alicia Piniat allowed seven hits,
struck out six and walked one.

May 22, 1999: The Raider boys ran
away with the North 2, Group 3 track
and field championships held in
Flanders, totaling 101.5 points. Blair
Woodward won the 110-high hurdles
with a time of 15.1, the long jump with
a leap of 22’0.25” and the high jump
with a height of 6’6”. Woodward also
teamed with Dan Harrison, Jamil Coles
and Nathan Jones to win the 4x400 with
a time of 3:26.7. Junior Dan Loomis
won the shot put with a shove of 55’4”.

PLAYING WITH COURAGE…Blue Devil Deborah Wu persevered a bout of
illness to win the Union County second singles title.

Lady Blue Devils Capture UCT Tennis Crown

THIS IS WESTFIELD OMISSION:
In the special edition This Is Westfield on page 42 of the sports section,

with reference to girls tennis, Morgan Murphy’s name was inadvertently
omitted from the list of names – Wu, Borr, Morawski, Simmons Grab UCT
Championships. Murphy and Samantha Borr won the title at first doubles.

O’Connor Named
Top Female Athlete

Erin O’Connor (Scotch Plains/Union
Catholic Regional), a four-year mem-
ber of the University of Scranton
women’s swim team, recently received
the O’Hara Award, which is presented
annually to the top female athlete of the
senior class.

O’Connor was named the female
rookie of the year in 2006. In 2007, she
repeated as champion in the 400IM
and 500-free at the MAC champion-
ships. She was named the Landmark
Conference female swimmer of the
year in 2008 and 2009.

O’Connor won 10 individual con-
ference titles during her career, one
shy of the Royal all-time record held
by All-American Sarah Gazdalski. She
holds the Royal record in the 400IM
(4:42.56) and was a member of the
Scranton record-breaking 400 freestyle
relay team (3:42.18).
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OUR EXCITING INVENTORY OF WELL PRICED
HOMES, LOW INTEREST RATES AND THE

FIRST TIME HOME BUYER TAX CREDIT
PROVIDE AN UNPARRALLED OPPORTUNITY

TO PURCHASE A HOME.

WESTFIELD $369,900
This home 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath split level home in Westfield sits on .23
acre with large rooms, hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen, ground level walk-
out family room, 1 car garage and dry basement.

SCOTCH PLAINS $459,900
Meticulously maintained and updated, this Expanded Cape-Cod style home
is a perfect choice – 4 large bedrooms, 3 full baths, full finished basement,
attached garage, fenced yard and lovely landscaping, shed with electricity
and water, hardwood floors – close to NYC transportation.

FANWOOD $379,900
Well located 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath split level home in Fanwood, close to
transportation – gleaming hardwood floors, freshly painted, family room,
Florida room, 1 car garage, and dry basement.

SECTIONAL SOFTBALL SEEDS:
N.J. Group 4, Section 2

8. Bridgewater-Raritan at 1. Union
5. Colonia at 4. Bayonne
6. Linden at 3. North Hunterdon
7. Phillipsburg at 2. Westfield

N.J. Group 3, Section 2
9. Millburn at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood; winner at 1. South Plainfield
5. Voorhees at 4. Mendham
6. Morristown at 3. Fort Lee
7. Carteret at 2. Nutley
The first round began May 19


