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BONADIES RIPS RBI DOUBLE, SCORES WINNING RUN

Raiders Nip Blue Devils, 2-1,
In 10 Innings for UCT Crown

EDWARDS, EINBINDER, POWELL, VEECK, ZHANG GET 2ND

Blue Devil Girls Break 4x400
Record at UCT Track Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two outstanding teams refusing to
lose, two outstanding pitchers refus-
ing to yield and a packed house full of
civil fans of all ages rooting for their
respective teams set the stage for one
of the most memorable Union County
Tournament (UCT) baseball games
in its 56-year history.

The two teams, top-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and second-seeded
Westfield, faced each other in the
UCT championship game for the first
time. The two pitchers, Raider mound
ace Gary Binkiewicz in a showdown
with Stanford bound fireballer Chris
Jenkins, went face-to-face for nine
innings at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth on May 16, only to walk off the
field in a 1-1 tie and leave the out-
come in the hands of their relievers.

Center stage came Nick Bonadies,
who rapped a two-out single in the
top of the 10th inning, zoomed to
third on a hit-and-run single from
Kevin Maroney, then scored what
turned out to be the winning run when

John Maxwell chopped a bad-hop
single over the shoulder of second
baseman Dave Babetski to give the
Raiders a 2-1 victory.

As he had in the Raiders’ 8-5 vic-
tory over Elizabeth in the semifinal
round, reliever Jon Kosnick slammed
the door to preserve the victory.

But the bulk of the drama rested in
the hands of both pitchers’ effective-
ness on the mound and key defensive
plays from both teams. Binkiewicz
effectively used his curve ball and fine
placement to limit the 14-4 Blue Dev-
ils to six hits, which included three
doubles, while striking out three and
walking three – two being intentional.
Jenkins tossed a one-hitter, struck out
15, walked six and hit two batters.

“It feels good because I got this
win. Big win! You want to try your
best. We have a good team here. I
know we can field and I know we can
hit,” Binkiewicz said.

“Everyone was very respectful.
There was no chanting that you would
expect in a rivalry. I give my hats off
to the fans,” Jenkins said. “When you
look at a scorebook and you actually

see the game, you get two different
ways. You can talk about how many
hits I let up but they battled. There
was not one easy pitch to throw. Ev-
eryone in that lineup was dangerous.
I knew that, if I wasn’t mentally fo-
cused for one pitch, they could hurt
you. They did it in the third inning. I
got behind in the count. They had a
good hitter and he got all of it.”

“Gary on our side throwing and
doing what he does best! We played
great defense behind him. Jenkins
did everything in his power to keep us
off the board. We had one hit off him.
He’s a great pitcher. He’s going to
have a great career. Gary went pitch
for pitch for him and kept us in the
game and Kosnik, coming in relief,
two games in a row, and closing the
door for us,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock said. “You couldn’t ask for a
better setting, a better ending.”

Blue Devil Mike Lessner made the
first outstanding defensive play of
the game when he snagged Maroney’s
long drive in a crevice in left field in
the top of the first. The 16-3 Raiders,
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By DAVID B. CORBIN & FRED
LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School Blue Devils
Ashley Edwards, Sirena VanEpp,
Sophia DeVita and Kelly Irving fin-
ished off the Union County Champi-
onships at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield on May 16 by breaking the
4x400-meter relay record of 4:02.2
set by Plainfield in 1983. The four-
some crossed first in the event with a
time of 4:01.8.

“That was a school record today!
It’s the first time we won the county
in this particular race. Sophomore
Ashley Edwards split a 58.3, sopho-
more Sirena VanEpp split a 60.2, jun-
ior Kelly Irving split 59.4 and fresh-
man Sophia DeVita split a 63.7,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jen Buccino said.
“Ashley got us out in front, they just
held on and that’s exactly what they
had to do. Actually, (it’s) fairly tough
to do when you are out there all alone,

so in my opinion it makes it a little
more impressive. Our next goal is to
meet or break four minutes in
sectionals. That would be our mis-
sion.”

On May 15, Edwards crossed sec-
ond in the 400 meters with a time of
58.75.

The Blue Devil girls finished ninth
overall with a total of 24 and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls placed
sixth with 31 points, while Union and
Cranford tied for the team title with
69 points. Rahway won the boys’ title
with 110 points, while Westfield
placed fourth with 43.5 and the Raid-
ers placed fifth with 42 points.

Raider Brittney Veeck, who placed
second in the 3,200 meters with a
time of 11:28.18, said, “When my
coach told me to stay on people and
close gaps, then to start picking it up,
I tried to. I am very happy with my
performance but there were parts

where I could have pushed harder and
my time would have been better.”

Blue Devil senior Shannon Murray,
who placed first in second heat of the
3,200, but came up a little shy of the
top-6, said, “I tend to stay behind the
girl in front of me until the last mile.
Then I started to get in line with her,
pushed it the last mile and pulled
ahead of her.”

Raider Kim Wenson gathered
plenty of team points by placing fourth
in the discus and shot put with respec-
tive throws of 95’3” and 33’2.5” and
sixth in the javelin with a toss of
92’9”. Raider Whitney Adams placed
third in the triple jump with a distance
of 34’8” and teammate Sarah Canfield
placed fifth at 34’1.5”. Cranford’s
Kelly Burke broke the meet record in
the event at 38’5.25” but Johnson’s
Emily Vargas came through with a
distance of 38’9.5” to place first.

Canfield placed fourth in the long
jump with a distance of 16’6” and

Adams placed sixth at 16’2.5”. Blue
Devil Clair Stevens-Haas placed
fourth in the pole vault with a height
of 9 feet and Raider Alana Salituro
placed sixth at 7’6”. Cougar Burke
won the pole vault at 10 feet. Blue
Devil Alex Hawkins placed fifth in
the high jump with a clearance of five
feet.

Blue Devil Henry Zhang pulled off
the greatest afternoon in his career on
May 15 by clearing a personal-best
(PB) 12’6” in the pole vault, while his
teammates Tim Woods and David
Fishman struggled to clear 12 feet.
Making his day even better, Zhang
went on to clear 13 feet and to place
second behind Governor Livingston’s
Justin Amezquita, who cleared 14
feet and just missed three attempts at
15’2”, which would have been a meet
record.

“Absolutely is! (personal best) I’m
very happy that happened,” Zhang

said of his clearance of 12’6”. “I had
no idea (why)! I don’t know what I’m
doing (right). I feel like today is a
good day. I just go with the flow.
Right time! Right Place!”

Raider Alex Carow tied his PB by
clearing 12 feet, which placed him in
a tie for fourth with Fishman. Woods,
who also cleared 12 feet, tied for
sixth with Cranford’s Jeff Sun.
Carow’s attempts at 12’6” came up a
little off-angle.

“On the last jump, coach saw that I
had the height not the depth, so he
pulled in the standards a little bit,”
Carow said. “Unfortunately, it didn’t
go my way. Maybe next time!”

Raider Louvon Powell placed sec-
ond in the triple jump on May 15 with
a distance of 43 feet but went on to
place fourth in the high jump with a
height of 5’10” and third in the long
jump with a leap of 21’1.75”.

“I figured I’d come in and do my
thing in high jump but that did not

work out. I had a lot of anger and
frustration so I took it out here in the
long jump. It did not put me in the
number one spot but it put me in third
and I am happy with my effort,” Powell
said.

On May 15, Raider Martin Sweeney
knew he had a tough field in the 1,600
but he did cross third with a time of
4:31.03 behind Union Catholic run-
ners DJ Thornton (4:20.14) and Danny
daCosta (4:29.15). Blue Devil Mike
Kelley finished fifth at 4:35.16.

        Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 2-9

June 23rd – June 26th, 2009

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil
Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 29th – July 2nd, 2009

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.orgDiscover Skyline Ridge. 
Sophisticated living… 
Spectacular Views… just 
30 minutes from Manhattan.

Located on a pristine 
mountaintop in Springfield, NJ, 
Skyline Ridge offers breathtaking 
views of the good life! Set just a 
chip shot from Baltusrol Golf Club 
and the Mall at Short Hills, this 
elegant enclave is convenient to 
shopping, restaurants, theaters 
and major roadways.

GSP, and NJ Turnpike

keyed storage

Actual view from 
Skyline Ridge apartment

Located less than 1/4 mi. 
from Baltusrol Golf Club

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com
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SPF/Westfield UCT Baseball
UCT Boys/Girls Track

Westfield/Linden Softball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY BASEBALL CHAMPS…The Raiders celebrate after pulling off a 2-1 victory over the Blue Devils in a
10-inning Union County championship classic game at Williams Field in Elizabeth on May 16.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A UCT AND WESTFIELD RECORD...The Blue Devil foursome of Ashley Edwards (58.3), Sirena VanEpp (60.2), Kelly
Irving (59.4) and Sophia DeVita (63.7) set a Union County Tournament and WHS record in the 1,600-meter relay in a record
time of 4:01.80.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LETTING IT ALL OUT...Raider Louvon Powell leaped a distance of 21’1.75” to
finish third in the long jump.

Golf Instruction for all ability levels, Men, Women, Jrs. & Srs.

Golf Instruction

By Mary Ring, LPGA

& Lucas Cohen, PGA

(908) 233-1300 ext. 237
proshop@shackamaxoncc.com

Grass Range & Teeing Area

Grass Short Game & Putting Green

On-Course Instruction

Instruction available

in beautiful private club setting offering:

Jr. Clinics & Women’s Clinics

Private and Group Instruction

Contact: The Golf Shop at Shackamaxon Country Club


