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, function, and 

health are our responsibility. 
 

 

That is our mission. Our philosophy is comprehensive care that takes into account the entire 

mouth, jaw, face, and neck. This understanding of the interrelatedness of the whole oral system 

results in more predictability in dental work, comfort for the patient, and superior esthetics 

when dental treatment is indicated. 

 

We provide patient-focused service where they are an active participant in their treatment 

decisions, offer flexible scheduling that cater to their convenience, and our passion for 

continuing education so we may bring them the best that dentistry has to offer. We truly enjoy 

seeing the changes we make in their lives. 

 

Our patients expect exceptional attention when they come in and we work hard to make each 

visit a stress-free experience. We believe that a calm and positive environment has a soothing 

effect on our patients. Our friendly, sincere and caring staff goes the extra mile to take care of 

their specific needs. Our relationship with our patients is based on honesty, integrity and trust. 

We want to treat you as we would like to be treated. That goes for everything we do, from 

greeting you warmly by your name to presenting clear treatment choices. 

 

 

Our practice is nestled in a quiet and picturesque residential area of Westfield, 

conveniently located off of North Avenue near Lord & Taylor. A Colonial building 

with a warm, inviting reception area welcomes you to a relaxing atmosphere 

where you may enjoy a complimentary refreshment before or after your visit.  

 
 

Call us today for more information about our  

unique practice or visit our website. 

 
 

229 CHARLES STREET  WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 

PH: 908.389.0222  FAX: 908.389.0223 

info@doctormerriman.com 

 

WWW.DOCTORMERRIMAN.COM 
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We represent the seriously injured from

auto, motorcycle, slip and fall, work related

accidents (workers’ compensation), and

medical malpractice. We also handle your

traffic tickets, DWI/DUI and 

criminal matters.

LEGAL QUESTIONS? Give us a call, it’s FREE!

Do Not Judge Each Other
By First ‘100 Days’ Alone
By REV. DR. MARK BOYEA

One of the things I always look
forward to checking out at this time
of the year is the speech that our
President gives at the annual White
House Correspondents’ Dinner in
Washington, D.C. The basic tradition
behind the evening is for everyone to
let their professional guard down a
little, and for the President to have the
opportunity to take a few lighthearted
jabs at his staff, his supporters, his
opponents and the members of the
media who, in our democratic soci-
ety, are free to critique and criticize
him 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

I always enjoy watching our
nation’s leader attempt stand-up com-
edy, and this year was no exception.
For the most part, I laughed through-
out President Obama’s remarks, al-
though there were some I cringed at
and thought he would have been bet-
ter served avoiding.

The part I particularly enjoyed,
though, was when Mr. Obama poked
fun at himself and all of the attention
and analysis that came with the recent
arrival of his 100th day in office. As a
way of satirizing the seemingly end-
less attempts to treat those first one
hundred days as a milestone that called
for characterizing his presidency as
either an unqualified success or miser-
able failure, the President revealed –
tongue firmly planted in cheek – some
of the things he hopes to accomplish
over his next one hundred days.

“During the next one hundred
days,” he said, “we will design, build
and open a library devoted to my first
one hundred days” and “I will strongly
consider losing my cool.” “And the
next hundred days will be so success-
ful,” he added, “that I will be able to
complete them in just 72 days.”

It was good to see that Mr. Obama
recognizes the silliness in trying to
make a definitive judgment about
something as complex, and with such
far-reaching and long-lasting conse-
quences, as a presidency in just a little
over three months. And my guess, or at
least my hope, is that the vast majority
of the President’s supporters, his op-
ponents and the members of the media
both present and not present that
evening recognize that, too. My hope
is that they also recognize the silliness
– as well as the danger – of making
comprehensive judgments about any-
one or anything too quickly.

Of course, that hasn’t stopped them
from doing it anyway. We all make
those kinds of quick, definitive judg-
ments at times. We live in a 24-hour
news cycle, high-speed Internet, fast
food world. Instant decisions, speedy
results and immediate assessments of
people and things in either/or terms are
expected. They’re expected for politi-

cal purposes. They’re expected in order
to attract an audience for a show or
publication. They’re expected by in-
vestors and consumers. Our culture is
awash in definitive determinations of
good/bad, right/wrong or success/fail-
ure within the hour, let alone within a
hundred days, on practically everything.

The problem with all this is that it
often doesn’t reflect reality. The real-
ity is that many of the quick, defini-
tive judgments we make turn out
wrong. History is littered with “one
hit wonders” in every aspect of life –
people and things which on the basis
of their first “hundred days” were
immediately judged unqualified suc-
cesses, only to end up quite the oppo-
site over time. Conversely, there are
countless examples of people and
things which were considered certain
failures on the basis of their first
“hundred days,” only to be seen as
huge successes over the long haul.

When it comes to the really impor-
tant stuff – like the quality of a career,
a relationship, an education, a policy,
a presidency…a life – it’s both unfair
and untruthful to believe or claim that
we can accurately evaluate those
things until years, decades or longer
have passed. Those things can only
be accurately and appropriately
judged from a distance, through the
kind of long-term lens which God
sees us and the world.

God has and always will evaluate
some things quickly and without res-
ervation. In every religious tradition,
God sees acts of injustice and oppres-
sion as immediately and definitively
wrong; as a clear failure on our part.
But at the same time, God does not
“rush to judgment” when it comes to
the overall quality of our careers, our
relationships or our lives in general.
God knows that the measure of our
vocational and personal lives cannot
be fairly determined, one way or the
other, in their first “hundred days,”
but only after our entire “body of
work” is revealed.

If God is willing to judge us that
way, then shouldn’t we be willing to
take a step back and look at others less
from any political, economic or per-
sonal agendas, and more from God’s
long-term perspective? Shouldn’t we
be more willing to practice a little
more of the patience, intellectual and
emotional honesty, and spiritual gen-
erosity that God evaluates us with, not
just in our first “hundred days” but
throughout all our days?

* * * * * * *

Reverend Boyea is senior minister
at the First Congregational Church,
located at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

Temple Announces
‘Gold Rush Raffle’

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel, located at 18 Shalom Way
in Scotch Plains, is holding its annual
Gold Rush Raffle. Winners will be
notified after the drawing is held on
Tuesday, June 2, at 9 p.m. during the
Open Congregational Meeting.

Three prizes will be raffled off. The
first prize is a 46-inch, High Definition
flat screen television; second prize is a
one-year family membership to Con-
gregation Beth Israel and a one-year
family membership to the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey, and third prize is “New York,
New York” (gift certificate to Marriott,
gift certificate to Broadway.com and
four Yankees tickets).

Each ticket is $100, or two for $180.
This is one of the synagogue’s major
fundraisers. For further information
or to purchase tickets, call the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830 or
come to the synagogue. Raffle win-
ners need not be present to win.

SP-F Memorial Day Parade
To Honor Women Veterans

SCOTCH PLAINS – American
military personnel of all wars who
made the ultimate sacrifice by giv-
ing their lives in service to their
country will be honored on Memo-
rial Day this Monday, May 25, dur-
ing various events to be held in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

Observations will begin with a
memorial service at 8 a.m. at Ameri-
can Legion Post No. 209, located at
Park Avenue and Sunset Place in
Scotch Plains. At 9 a.m., the laying of
wreaths will take place at the Fanwood
Memorial Library at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road. Wreaths will then
be presented at 10 a.m. at the Veterans
Monument at Park Avenue and Front
Street in Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Me-
morial Day Parade will follow this
ceremony. This year’s theme will be
“Women in Military Service.”
Among the area women veterans who
will serve as co-grand marshals for
the parade are Claire Butler
(Women’s Army Corps), Colonel
Mary Jo Rice-Mahoney (Army Nurse
Vietnam), Anna Yersevich, Captain
Diana Sorrentino (career Navy) and
Sally Barberio (Navy medic).

All area women veterans are invited
to be recognized at the ceremony pre-
ceding the parade and to take part in

the parade itself. Transportation will
be provided. To pre-register, call Don
Wussler at (908) 889-1709.

The parade also will salute the
dedication, commitment and sacri-
fices of the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States
who have served and continue to
serve in the defense of America.

Starting at 10:45 a.m. from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
the parade will proceed along Park
Avenue, move down Martine Av-
enue into the center of Fanwood, and
end at LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

Senior Advisory Committee
Reveals Upcoming Trips

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Senior
Citizen Advisory Committee has fi-
nalized plans for the trips that are
subsidized by the Township of Scotch
Plains. Because transportation costs
are covered through allotted funds,
trips are offered at greatly reduced
rates for senior citizens.

Township seniors are given first pref-
erence in registering for each trip, al-
though the committee welcomes par-
ticipation by any and all. All details as

to departure times for the busses, regis-
tration dates and costs will be forth-
coming. Busses for all trips leave from
the Scotch Hills Country Club parking
lot, located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

On Wednesday, July 22, all are in-
vited to “Celebrate America” at the
Mount Haven Resort in Milford, Pa.,
featuring an American-themed enter-
tainment program plus a breakfast buf-
fet and a gala barbecue lunch with
games and other activities for seniors.

A tour of Gracie Mansion is sched-
uled for Wednesday, September 16,
at 11 a.m. There is considerable walk-
ing involved on this tour and indi-
viduals must be ambulatory. After the
tour, participants will have lunch at
Tavern on the Green on West 67th
Street in New York City.

A trip is planned on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 13, to the Brownstone Theater in
Paterson for dinner and a program called
“Remember the Paramount.” This pro-
gram will recall New York City’s Para-
mount Theater when stars such as Judy
Garland, Frank Sinatra, Eddie Cantor
and Al Jolson appeared there.

Interested seniors are asked not to
call the Scotch Plains Recreation De-
partment. Flyers will be made up for
each trip that include registration dates,
costs and time of bus departures.

Mountainside Seniors
Announce Luncheon
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior

Citizen Club of Mountainside will
host its installation luncheon on Fri-
day, June 12, beginning at 12:15 p.m.
at the Spanish Tavern, located on
Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

The menu will include soup of the
day, a choice of chicken, fish, beef or
paella and a choice of three different
desserts. Coffee, tea, soda, wine and
sangria also will be available. The
cost is $26 for members and $30 for
non-members. For more information,
call Eve Vitale at (908) 789-8568. All
are welcome.

Free Rabies Clinic on Tap
In Township Next Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will spon-
sor a free rabies clinic for cats and
dogs on Wednesday, May 27, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the southside
firehouse, located at the corner of
Martine Avenue and Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains.

Cats will be vaccinated from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. and must be contained in a
“cat carrier” or a box and accompa-
nied by an adult able to control the
animal. If this is the animal’s initial
vaccination (which includes those ani-
mals with an unknown vaccination
history), the inoculation has a one-
year duration. Subsequent booster vac-
cinations have a three-year duration if
the animal is age six months or older.
2009 cat licenses will be available at
the clinic. The cost is $5.

Dogs will be vaccinated from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. and also must be accompa-
nied by an adult able to control the
animal. Revaccination is not necessary
for three years unless the dog is under
six months of age, thus requiring revac-
cination the subsequent year (or if the
animal’s vaccination history is un-
known). 2009 dog licenses will be avail-
able at the clinic. The fees are $6.20 for
dogs who are spayed or neutered and
$9.20 for those who are not.

Participants are asked to have a
check or exact cash for the licenses.
The New Jersey Department of Health
recommends vaccination every two
years, and the township will not issue
a license unless the vaccination is
valid for the entire licensing period.
For further information, call (908)
322-6700, extension no. 1-309.

Learn about Advance Directives and Wills | Powers of Attorney | Home Care | Assisted Living

Nursing Homes | Costs of Care | Payor Sources | Evaluating Your Needs

You Are Invited to Attend a Free Seminar

Estate, Financial and
Long-Term Care Planning
for 2009 and Beyond

Wednesday, June 10, 7 to 8:30pm

Sunrise Senior Living of Westfield
240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

Presentations to Include:

Long Term Care in New Jersey
Sally Buonomo, RN, BSN, CCM

Clinical Liaison and Geriatric Care Manager, Bayada Nurses

Financial Planning and Long-Term Care Insurance
Aaron Skloff, AIF, CFA, MBA

Chief Executive Officer, Skloff Financial Group

Estate Planning
Nicholas A. Giuditta, III, Attorney at Law

For more information or to register, please call 908-317-3030

Light refreshments will be served.

Tours of Sunrise Senior Living will be provided by

Tara Burns, Director of Community Relations

Nicholas A. Giuditta, III

Garwood to Conduct
Memorial Day Service
GARWOOD – The Borough of

Garwood’s annual Memorial Day ser-
vice will be held at noon on Monday,
May 25, at the Garwood Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 43 South
Avenue. All are welcome.

This solemn program will honor
military members who have given or
risked their lives in defense of their
country and freedom. There will be a
guest speaker and refreshments. Park-
ing and the entrance to the Knights of
Columbus Hall are at the back of the
building on Willow Avenue.

TOP BOWLERS… This season’s Rotary District No. 7510 bowling competition
went to the team pictured above, from left to right, Ron Swist (Westfield Rotary),
Ann Demico (Piscataway Rotary spouse) and Joe Qutub and Lori Flowers, both
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club. The district Rotary bowling league,
in existence since the 1960s, includes teams from Roselle/Roselle Park (which won
second place), Cranford, Elizabeth, Springfield and Westfield.


