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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asw. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

With Proper Arrangements, America
Is Proving True To Her Principles

WESTFIELD, 1918 — Fifty years ago
in pursuance of orders issued by the then
Commander in Chief of the Grand Army
of the Republic, the first observance of
Memorial Day was held in Union County.
Many of the men who wore
the blue and marched to
honor their comrades who
had gone before them have
joined those comrades in the
vast army of the dead.

Their memory has not
been forgotten and the re-
spect of their countrymen
has not been lessened as the
years have passed and the
ranks of the men who
marched in ’61 have grown
thin. Their deeds will never
be forgotten and their devo-
tion to the cause of freedom
is in this year brought out in more brilliant
light than ever.

Brighter because their sons and grand-
sons are marching and fighting for liberty
and democracy under that same flag and
inspired by the same high motives that
predominated in the hearts of their forefa-
thers. For the second time since the great
Civil War ended, Americans are fighting
for the preservation of liberty and a guar-
antee of the days the Nation will honor the

rights of humanity; In future men who are
dying in France today with the same love
and the same devotion as they had hon-
ored the men who died under Grant,
Sherman, Sheridan and Farragut.

Let the Memorial Day of
1918 be made notable for it
marks the advent of a new
generation of American
heroes and it proves to us
that the respect the Nation
has shown men of ’61 has
impressed the younger gen-
eration with the fact that
Republics are not ungrate-
ful and are not negligent of
the men who saved them.

Westfield has made
proper arrangements for
tomorrow’s exercises and
every individual who takes

part in them must have in his heart the
thought that, once more, America is prov-
ing true to her principles and true to the
ideals of the men who made the Nation.

Too frequently sadness and sorrow have
been made the predominant note of Me-
morial Day observance. To die for one’s
country is the most glorious event pos-
sible in the heart of the true patriot.

The Westfield Leader
May 29, 1918

Memorial Day: Remembering
Both the Fallen and the Living

Throughout the nation on Monday, May 25, Ameri-
cans will observe Memorial Day with activities that
range from parades and backyard barbecues to the
laying of commemorative wreaths and visits to cem-
eteries.

Memorial Day is a solemn remembrance of those
men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in
defense of freedom, not only for their fellow Ameri-
cans, but also for citizens of foreign lands who were
caught in the grip of tyranny, oppression and terror-
ism.

Established in the wake of the Civil War’s end, this
holiday asks us to keep alive the memory of these
fallen heroes from all wars – from our nation’s
infancy to the present day. We are asked to remember
the colonists whose yearning for independence
sparked a revolution the mightiest empire could not
quell. We are asked to remember those soldiers
whose sacrifices on Civil War battlefields freed men,
women and children from bondage. We are asked to
remember the millions who served in both world
wars, among them World War II’s “Greatest Genera-
tion,” to whom the entire world owes its freedom and
its future.

We are asked to equally remember those who have
given their lives for freedom in Korea, Vietnam,
Africa and the Middle East, and continue to do so
today. The courage and altruism displayed by the
American colonists more than two centuries ago has
coursed through each generation since, and remains
alive in our armed forces on the present-day battle-
fields of Iraq and Afghanistan.

While Memorial Day honors the fallen, it also
summons us to take an active role in the way that we
remember them. Memorial Day is much more than
just a day off from work, an opportunity for leisure
pursuits or the kickoff to summer. All of us as

Americans – whose freedom is the legacy of those
who died for it – are called to show our gratitude.

We are called to fly the flag so many gave their
lives to preserve. We are called to flank parade
routes, and to salute our veterans of every genera-
tion, whose courage and resilience have kept the
world safe from evil in its many incarnations. We are
called to decorate the graves of our veterans, with
flags, flowers or other tributes, that others may
recognize their role in protecting the freedom all of
us enjoy today.

Various Memorial Day observances are planned
locally this Monday. Commemorations in Westfield,
which also includes Mountainside veterans, will
comprise opening ceremonies, the annual parade
and programs at both the Revolutionary War Cem-
etery and Fairview Cemetery. In Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, there also will be a memorial service and
parade, along with the laying of wreaths at the
Fanwood Memorial Library and the Veterans Monu-
ment in Scotch Plains. Garwood will hold its annual
Memorial Day service at the Knights of Columbus
Hall. We hope to witness a good turnout for each of
these events.

Yes, Memorial Day is a day of remembrance, but
not just a symbol of past wars. Its significance is as
great today as it was during each generation since its
first official observance in 1868. One only need pick
up a newspaper or switch on the television to witness
the supreme sacrifice made by our current armed
forces and to realize the courage that created a free
nation from 13 colonies burns as brightly today as it
did in America’s earliest days. Let us honor them –
and all veterans living and deceased – on Memorial
Day and every day. For it is their courage – and their
sacrifice – that gave us today and all our tomorrows.

Mobile Meetings Are Opportunity
For Freeholders to Reach People

Eight years ago, Freeholder Al Mirabella decided,
as the chairman of the nine-member Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, that the board would
venture out of the county seat in Elizabeth for some
of its meetings. Meetings that year were held at the
Magnet School on the campus of the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains and
at the Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

In 2006, when Mr. Mirabella returned as chairman
of the board, the board visited Berkeley Heights and
Rahway. This year, as chairman, he has held meet-
ings before packed council chambers in New Provi-
dence and, just last Thursday, in Clark. The free-
holder meeting in Clark was the first ever that was
broadcast live.

We give Mr. Mirabella credit for bringing the
board to the people. This is an opportunity to ask
questions, make statements, pro or con, on board
policy or just to see county government at work. Last
week, the board faced criticism for approving a
$600,000 upgrade to its dog park in Echo Lake Park,
which one resident described as “a fence.” Some

other residents were angry over the closing of the
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark. Yet, other residents
came forward on ideas for the park with both the
Union County Baseball Association and supporters
of a disc golf facility.

The New Providence meeting focused on a multi-
million improvement to Oakwood Park in the com-
munity.

Similar to Mr. Mirabella’s action, Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool,
and Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy each open
their office one Saturday a month to meet with
residents who wish to talk to them. This is also a way
of bringing government closer to the people.

Freeholder Mirabella is the only freeholder chair-
man who has held mobile meetings outside of Eliza-
beth. We encourage more chairmen to follow his
lead in the future. We also invite Freeholder Mirabella
to come to Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside or Garwood. We are sure the house
will be packed.

After all, the board represents all of Union County,
not just Elizabeth.

To reach us: E-mail to editor@goleader.com

Idling Engines Spurs Vigilante in WHS
Grad; Learned from Coach Clarkson
I grew up in Westfield and have been

living in New York City for 29 years, and
about three-and-a-half years ago I be-
came fed up with air pollution caused by
idling cars, trucks, buses and limos in my
neighborhood. It built up with the fury of
the Iraqi oil war. Idling seemed like a
mindless waste of such an important natu-
ral resource.

One night I rapped on the window of a
limo, and began to persuade the limo
driver...and 20 minutes later, the driver
shut off his engine. I continued doing this
for six months until I came across an
undercover cop in a limo who told me
there were laws on the books since 1971
on anti-idling. I researched the laws and
penalties and had business cards printed
up with the New York City traffic code
for engine idling and used them as a tool
while approaching idling cars.

I began keeping a log on an Excel
spreadsheet and to date have more than
1,800 entries, with an approximate 80
percent success ratio.

I linked up with the Environmental
Defense Fund on this issue in the summer
of 2007. They endorsed the work and an
effort began to focus on idling. I have
testified twice before the New York City
council. On February 10, Mayor
Bloomberg signed into law three bills to
beef up anti-idling efforts. Key to this is
Chief Michael Scagnelli, of the New York
Police Department traffic bureau, who,
just last week, said he would retrain 3,000,
foot patrolmen/agents and modify their

hand-held computers to reflect law
changes.

The New Yorker published an article on
May 11 about my efforts on anti-idling,
and took my 13 minute demo to the docu-
mentary film I am working on and put it
on its website newyorker.com. To find
the video go to the website’s search box
and type George Pakenham. The page
will flip and the results will show “Pri-
mary Sources” about halfway down. The
video is found by clicking on that link.
For the past two years, I have been mak-
ing a documentary film on this topic and
need funding for the final project.

As The New Yorker stated “were he
authorized to write tickets, he could have
raised $158,620 in city revenues in 2007
alone – more than the N.Y.P.D. and the
D.E.P. combined.”

It all boils down to my hard training on
the 1967 Westfield High School State
Championship Cross Country team un-
der Walt Clarkson, who taught me that
persistence and determination are the key
elements to success in running or any life
pursuit.

This is not only a New York City issue.
I have witnessed plenty of Westfielders
who idle their car in the train station, as
well as on Elm Street – mindlessly wast-
ing money and resources.

Contact me for more information at
george@verdantvigilante.com, call (917)
972-0060; see verdantvigilante.com.

George Pakenham
New York City

SP Council Has Better Tone
But Township Is in Budget Crisis

As many residents of Scotch Plains
know, I have spent the last several years
studying both the financial and opera-
tional aspects of our township govern-
ment, attending most meetings of the
township council, both those that are tele-
vised and those that are not. Often, I am
the only member of the public at these
meetings.

I have not shirked from expressing my
opinions regarding the operation of our
township government and unfortunately,
by and large, my comments have con-
tained harsh assessments of its perfor-
mance. What I have said has been truthful
and has not often been challenged as to its
truthfulness or accuracy.

This year, I have made fewer com-
ments and most of them have been comple-
mentary of the improved tone of public
discussion. There is no doubt that this
improvement is due to the change in the
council member and key employee com-
position of our government.

Unfortunately, an improvement in tone
is not enough to serve our residents well.

The harshness of tone was not the real
problem, even though some were offended
by it. The problem today is a lack of hard
work and competence. There is in fact a
real budget crisis, but the majority of the
township council has taken this crisis and
is in the process of turning it into a disas-
ter. They have had their deliberations in
secret, lead by a consultant who has not
spent enough time to have a firm grasp on
Scotch Plains’ finances. They appear to
be following this consultant blindly with-
out spending the time to critically evalu-
ate his recommendations. They are ac-
cepting draconian solutions that are clearly
unnecessary, which surely will lead to a
degradation of township operations and
tax us more than is necessary, in a particu-
larly difficult time.

There is still time to reverse this course
of action and I hope the members of our
township council will take the time and
make the effort to do so.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Westfield Police Should Shift
Focus on Ticketing Drivers

I have lived in Westfield for more than
10 years, but know the area well, I was
here in the late ’50’s and have been here
again since 1998. I drive every morning
to my job and have seen many traffic
violations doing this chore.

Being a subscriber to The Westfield
Leader, I look forward to receiving the
paper. Page 10 has changed in the past
year and the Police Blotter reads quite
differently now than it did a few years
ago. It seems that almost every car that’s
stopped is for an irregularity in the car or
the owner having a summons from an-
other town, whereby Westfield Police
turn over the case. It seems to me that a lot
of police time is spent in finding people
who have made mistakes in other towns
(i.e., no money to Westfield).

I don’t know what the payoff is to
Westfield, but I think that we could raise
more money for doing other viable pro-
cesses. People who do not put on their
lights when their wipers are being used
during a rain storm, no signaling (espe-
cially Lexus drivers), driving while put-
ting on eye makeup, eating food and
talking on the phone either in transit or
stopped at a light. I have heard that the
fine is $150 for talking on the phone.

I would love to volunteer to spend my
furlough day from my job (Fridays) with
a policeman in an unmarked car (if pos-
sible) to give out tickets to all these people
who drive in Westfield and through
Westfield (for commuting) and we could
probably pull in a lot of money weekly
and would not have to go after the people
who shop and spend their money in our
town. I am very confident that what we
would recover in phone and texting and
makeup fines would more than make up
for the parking fines and would perhaps
draw a larger audience to come and shop
and spend their dollars in Westfield.

Please feel free to contact me to help in
this endeavor to capture more money for
Westfield.

Sally Van Why
Westfield

Dropping Independent
Bid For WF Mayor

Earlier this year I put myself forward as
an independent candidate for the mayoral
election. I circulated a petition and re-
ceived sufficient names to allow me to
register for the election.

I now realize that I cannot devote the
time that a mayor of Westfield must give
to the job. I am most thankful to those who
supported and encouraged me.

I do offer both candidates my services
and my sincere wish that they vie with
one another, not to win, but to help
Westfield.

John Blake
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Horarious – Enduring for only an

hour or two
2. Plouter – To wade in water with a

splashing noise
3. Schelly – A whitefish
4. Halophilous – Salt-loving, as plants

native to salty soils

TEW
1. To hurry or work fussily
2. A cicada
3. The palm of the hand
4. Moist; dewy

LORIOT
1. The golden oriole of Europe
2. A cover or protective coating
3. A kind of railway baggage truck
4. A worthless fellow; tramp

POEPHAGOUS
1. Excessively fond of literature
2. Feeding on decaying organic matter
3. Eating or swallowing gravel or stones
4. Grass eating

POIKILONYMY
1. Condition characterized by mal-

formed and oversized nonnulcleated red
blood corpuscle

2. The mingling of names or terms
from different systems of nomenclature

3. The act or an instance of seizing;
impounding

4. Division into groups of a thousand

See more letters on page 5

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Please be early next week
due to the holiday on Monday.

Archive:Archive:Archive:Archive:Archive: Memorial Shaft
Dedicated Nov. 11, 1923

Ten Thousand People Attend Armi-
stice Day Dedication of Westfield’s War
Memorial - Mayor Littlefield, Ex-Gov.
Runyon, Former Commander Conlin and
Commander Milton Join Great War Vet-
erans, Remnants of G. A. R. and Gold
Star Mothers in Beautiful Tribute to the
Dead. - Unveiling By Martin Walberg’s
Mother - Plaza Packed with Onlookers
Who Join in Patriotic Song in Honor of
Those Who Died.

Amid solemn pomp, patriotic music,
prayer and eloquence from distinguished
citizens and in the presence of officials,
Westfield’s veterans of three wars, Gold
Star mothers with tear-dimmed eyes, war
workers and Red Cross representatives,
Westfleld’s beautiful monument to the
dead of the Great War was dedicated last
Sunday afternoon in the presence of ten
thousand people, who despite the raw
character of the lowering and threatening
weather, remained to the last man and
woman to the end. There were at least one
thousand out-of-town visitors. It was a
fitting climax of laors, which had occu-
pied the minds and thoughts of the Me-
morial Committee, which was appointed
at the close of the Great War to choose a
fitting tribute to the soldier dead of
Westfleld, who have lain for five years or
more in Flanders fields, in the beautiful
homes of the American dead in France, in
some unknown place, or yet in peaceful
Fairview.

It was just five years ago, on November
11, 1918, that the news came for which all
hearts were longing, and it was in some
such spirit of thankfulness and solemn
pride that the thousands of citizens, men,
women and children, met for the ceremo-
nies of last Sunday afternoon. The roomy
plaza was a flutter with flags and there
was a deep welling up of patriotism in
every heart as the bands played the na-
tional hymn. The chief note in every
speech and in Chaplain Watterson’s prayer
was the lesson of devotion and duty in-
spired by those who had given their all
that the nation might be free. Mayor
Littlefield, too, struck a responsive chord
when he declared that the schoolhouse
was mightier than the battleship and peace
and the home mightier than the cannon’s
roar…

When the mounted troopers and veter-
ans had ranged up about the stand, Leader
Bartow of the Westfield Band sounded
the “Assembly,” which was answered in
the same way from a bugler concealed at
a point behind the Methodist Church. The
band then played the Star Spangled Ban-
ner and the entire 10,000 joined in the
swelling martial air, with heads uncov-
ered... The complete article can be read
by downloading the November 14, 1923,
edition of The Westfield Leader from
goleader.com/archives.


