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Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175
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Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

County to Give $500,000 In
Preservation Grants to Towns

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders kicked
off the 2009 Preserve Union County
grant application process at the his-
toric Homestead Farm at Oak Ridge
Park on May 14 by announcing that
$500,000 is available in matching
grants to local historic preservation
groups and municipalities.

The freeholders also announced a
project for the structural stabilization
and preservation of the Homestead, a
250-year-old site that played a piv-
otal role in Revolutionary War events
in Union County.

“One of the most powerful ways to
stay connected with the past is to see
it, touch it, and feel it come to life
again,” Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella said. “Thanks to the many
residents who support historic pres-
ervation, communities throughout
Union County are living reminders of
key events that shaped our nation.”

Preserve Union County and the
Homestead project are both funded
through the Union County Open

Space, Recreation, and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund.

The Homestead project will focus
on stabilizing, repairing or replacing
major elements of the structure, in-
cluding the roof, chimneys, windows,
doors, front porch, framing, founda-
tion and drainage. Termite damage
will also be repaired.

Preserve Union County is a match-
ing grant program that has distributed
$1.5 million to help fund local his-
toric preservation projects. The 2009
round of funding will bring the total
to $2 million.

In previous years, Preserve Union
County grant recipients have included
the Reeves Reed Arboretum in Sum-
mit, Frazee House in Scotch Plains,
Oswald J. Nitschke House in
Kenilworth, and the First Presbyte-
rian Church in Elizabeth.

To obtain a Preserve Union County
grant application, call the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund at
(908) 558-2277.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
‘GREEN’ CROPS…A group from academia and engineering met May 4 at
Limani Seafood Grill in Westfield to review plans for the construction of solar
greenhouse barges that could be parked in urban waterfronts and operated by
farmers to grow pesticide-free crops. Carl Swenson of Westfield and Richard
Martucci of WWC Corporation formed a joint venture to construct the barges.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

GOP Release: Venes for MS Council

Venes Asks Opponents to
Explain 7 Percent Tax Hike

Carmine Venes, Republican candi-
date for a position on the
Mountainside Borough Council,
called on his opponents to explain the
high increase in municipal taxes of 7
percent in comparison with surround-
ing municipalities.

According to the Star-Ledger regard-
ing municipal tax increases: Clark, 4
percent; Cranford, 5 percent; Scotch
Plains, 5 percent; Springfield, 5 percent;
Union, 4 percent; Westfield, 6 percent,
and Berkeley Heights, 4 percent.

Mr. Venes said all municipalities
suffered cutbacks from the state, yet
their increases remained below that
of Mountainside’s, despite the fact
that more services were rendered:
paid full-time fire departments, bulk
pick-up services, leaf pick-up, street
cleaning and garbage pick-up.

“Mountainside does not offer these
services as part of their municipal taxes.
Perhaps the borough council needs to
look into shared services with the
county or surrounding towns to pro-
vide some of these services at minimal
costs, while examining the budget to
eliminate unnecessary expenses.

“An area where we may cut costs
while improving services is in the
area of street lighting. Our lighting is
not only insufficient but also ineffec-
tive. A review of our services with
PSE&G is long overdue and should
include the replacement of present
antiquated fixtures with more mod-
ern, energy-saving equipment. This
should result in better lighting at a
lower cost, and provide safety to our
community,” Mr. Venes said.

“Unreasonably high municipal fees
are another concern,” Mr. Venes said.
“This often discourages residents and
local businesses from undertaking
improvements to their properties due
to the high costs of permits and fees.”

He said for example that
Hillsborough, in an effort to continue
improvements in their municipality,
actually lowered some of their fees.

“Mountainside residents should be
supported in their efforts to maintain
their properties. This includes the
considerations by the planning board

to work in a positive way with resi-
dents and businesses to not only help
them, but also to improve the bor-
ough,” Mr. Venes said.

Regarding senior citizens who are
having difficulties in maintaining their
properties, yet want to remain in
Mountainside, the candidate said per-
haps another examination of the pos-
sibility of senior housing “is in order.”

Mr. Venes stated that Mountainside
is a great town, having lived there
with his family for 32 years.

“But it can be made even better
with careful spending and an investi-
gation of the possibility of increasing
services in creative ways,” he said.

Nancy Munoz to Be Sworn In
As New Assemblywoman

Nancy Munoz will be sworn in to-
day as the new Assemblywoman for
the 21st Legislative District, replacing
her husband, Eric Munoz, who passed
away last month. The district includes
Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield.

Long Hill Mayor Drops
Bid for State Assembly

Long Hill Mayor George Vitureira
has dropped his bid for the Republi-
can nomination for the State Assem-
bly in the 21st Legislative District.
That leaves Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, Nancy Munoz
of Summit, who will be sworn in
today as the new assembly member,
and Long Hill Board of Education
member Bruce Meringolo running
for the two assembly slots in the Tues-
day, June 2 Republican Primary.

Mr. Vitureira cited “medical and
personal reasons” for his decision.

“The good news is that the issues
are only temporary and I am on my
way to a full recovery,” he said in an
e-mail to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Obama Nominates Paul Fishman
As U.S. Attorney for New Jersey

President Barack Obama has an-
nounced plans to nominate a former
Justice Department lawyer, Paul J.
Fishman, to become the next U.S.
Attorney for New Jersey. New Jersey’s
Democratic U.S. Senators, Frank
Lautenberg and Robert Menendez,
recommended Mr. Fishman, who has
14 year’s experience with the Justice
Department and the U.S. Attorney’s

Office. Mr. Fishman handles civil and
white-collar cases in his current law
practice. If confirmed by the Senate,
he would succeed Christopher
Christie, who resigned in December
to seek the Republican nomination
for governor.

The senators said Mr. Fishman
would focus on economic crimes, gang
activity, and gun and drug trafficking
crimes, a priority of his office.

Tricaico Considers Bid for
Dem. Nomination for Congress
Former Hillsborough Mayor, Joseph

Tricaico, a dentist and state Department
of Health employee, is said to be
considering a bid next year for the
Democratic nomination for Congress
against freshman U.S. Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-Union) in the Seventh
District, politickernj.com has reported.

Vitale Wants Health Care Cuts
Restored; Won’t Support Budget

State Senator Joseph Vitale (LD-
19, Woodbridge) has said he plans to
vote against the state budget that
Governor Jon Corzine has proposed
unless spending cuts on healthcare
are reversed, according to the Asbury
Park Press. Mr. Vitale chairs the
Senate’s Health, Human Services and
Senior Citizens Committee.

Paterson’s Approval Rating
Down to 28 Percent in Poll

New York Governor David
Paterson’s approval rating contin-
ues to plummet, according to a new
Quinnipiac University poll released
May 13 that showed only 28 per-
cent approved. Over 60 percent of
those polled gave Mr. Paterson low
marks.

Medical Reserve Corps
To Receive Training

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Medical Reserve Corps volunteers
will receive response training for large
disaster relief operations. Mass Care
Overview, provided by the Tri-County
Chapter of the American Red Cross,
introduces participants to the role of
Mass Care on a disaster relief opera-
tion, the services provided through
sheltering, feeding and distribution
of relief supplies, and the delivery of
quality service to clients.

This training is open to Union
County Medical Reserve Corps
(MRC) and Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) members.

The training is scheduled for Wednes-
days, June 10, 17 and 24, from 6 to 9 p.m.
at the Ralph G. Froehlich Public Safety
Building on North Avenue in Westfield.
Pre-registration is required. Contact
Union County Medical Reserve Corps
Coordinator, Ella Shaykevich, at (908)
518-5620 or e-mail mrc@ucnj.org for
more information.

The Medical Reserve Corps is a
community-based, volunteer organi-
zation that is prepared to assist local
health agencies during public health
emergencies. It includes medical and
non-medical personnel such as nurses,
pharmacists, dentists, veterinarians,
interpreters, chaplains, office work-
ers and legal advisors.

With a stroke, speed is everything.

Nationally-recognized Comprehensive Stroke 
Centers — Morristown Memorial Hospital and 
Overlook Hospital.
How quickly and effectively you’re treated after a stroke is critical.  

We’re the leading hospitals in the state using clot busting drugs 

and clot retrieval devices to reverse the effects of a stroke.  These 

remarkable, minimally invasive treatments, along with our teams 

of highly skilled neuro specialists and specially trained stroke 

nurses, help us deliver the best possible recoveries.

We work with our patients to reduce the risk of a stroke.  But if 

one happens, we can treat it as quickly as possible. 

For a referral to a neurologist, call 866-581-4630.  For more 

information or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter 

visit atlantichealth.org.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday til’ 9 • Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623 

Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes • French Heritage

SHOP OUR GALLERIES FOR HUGE SAVINGS ON NEW ORDERS TOO
STICKLEY, SHIFMAN, DIMES, LEATHER AND FRENCH HERITAGE

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

64th ANNUAL MEMORIAL CLEARANCE SALE
TENT SALE - SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS - SAVE 35-70%

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING - $1500 STORE GIFT CERTIFICATE!
SHIFMAN BEDDING LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR on the Entire Collection

FIRST EVER HENKEL HARRIS TRUCKLOAD EVENT!
OVER 50% OFF

TRUCKLOAD
SPECIALS

OVER 50% OFF
TRUCKLOAD

SPECIALS

Linden City Introduces
$88-Million Budget

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LINDEN – The Linden City Coun-
cil introduced an $88.2 million 2009
budget on Tuesday night. The new
budget, which the council passed
unanimously, represents an increase
of $103 per household, based on the
averaged assessed home of $141,100.

Mayor Richard Gerbounka  said
while he would like to see no increase,
he knows that is not realistic given the
economic climate and the city’s loss of
revenue from taxpayers such as Gen-
eral Motors. Mayor Gerbounka also
reminded residents that when they see
their tax bills, they will appear as  lump-
sum bills, which are later divvied be-
tween the city, county and schools. He
said for every dollar Linden residents
pay in taxes, 30 cents goes to the city, 16
cents is sent to Union County and 54
cents goes to the school system.

A public hearing and final vote on
the city budget is scheduled for Tues-
day, June 16, at 7 p.m.

The Linden City Council is com-
prised of 10 council members elected
by ward and a separately elected coun-
cil president. The mayor runs the
day-to-day business of the city, as
there is no administrator.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Gerbounka presented a resolu-
tion to representatives from the U.S.
Census Bureau encouraging Linden resi-
dents to participate in the 2010 census.
Mayor Gerbounka said it was important
for Linden that every resident be counted,
acknowledging that the city has many
“undocumented individuals.”

He assured residents that the infor-
mation collected in the Census could
not be used against anyone for legal
and immigration purposes. The mayor
stressed the “need to count all the
residents,” as it could mean addi-
tional grant money for the city as well
as determine the fate of a Congres-
sional seat, which is determined by

population count.
The Census will be mailed to every

home in the United States in March
2010 and is due back on April 1,
2010.

The council also passed a $17.4
million bond ordinance, which in-
creases the continued expenses re-
lated to the closure of the city’s land-
fill. When questioned as to when the
city will be done paying for the clo-
sure, Ninth Ward Councilman Robert
Frazier, who is also an environmental
consultant, said that this is, “some-
thing you just don’t say it’s closed
and walk away from.”

Mr. Frazier explained that the city
must meet all of the regulations set
forth by the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
and that the site has to be watched as
erosion occurs and breakouts have to
be attended to.

Mayor Gerbounka explained that
the city took all of its garbage there
from the early 1940s until the NJDEP
made the city close it in 2000. He said
the 55-acre site has a hill over 100 feet
high with garbage and that the city has
already spent more than $13 million to
close it in an environmentally sound
way. He said that the city plans to use
the methane gas currently being vented
as a power source and to turn the area
into a nature preserve for the benefit of
the residents.

During the council comments,
Fourth Ward Councilman Derek
Armstead and Tenth Ward Council-
man Rich Puschel said at last week’s
special council meeting examining
the voter-defeated school budget, they
both voted “no” because they felt
there wasn’t enough money cut. Both
gentlemen said more money could
have been cut from the budget with-
out affecting the quality of education.

Resident Patricia Hero urged the
council to vote “no” on a resolution
authorizing the submission of a Tran-
sit Village Initiative Application for
the redevelopment of areas near the
train station. Ms. Hero told the council
that redevelopment in other commu-
nities such as Rahway and Cranford
has not gone well and are fraught with
lawsuits and unforeseen expenses.

“Let the private sector handle it,”
Ms. Hero told the council regarding
the need for development. The resolu-
tion passed, with Sixth Ward Council-
man Robert Sadowski and Seventh
Ward Councilman Jack Sheehy voting
“no.”


