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POLICE BLOTTER

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHILD ID...Former Grand Lodge Officer Nick Pagnetti takes a quick moment to
pose with fellow Mason Phillip Nolf and his family as part of the annual Child ID
program, which fingerprints and collects DNA samples of children for police to use
in an emergency, at the Atlas Pythagoras Masonic Lodge in Westfield on Saturday.

Courtesy of Susan Palenik/ Union Catholic High School
CRYSTAL PLAZA...Shannon Deegan of Scotch Plains, left, and Megan Mauro
of Fanwood attend Union Catholic High School’s Senior Prom on May 14 at the
Crystal Plaza in Livingston.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHILD-ID...Emergency Services crew chief Moses Gomez of Roselle, last
Saturday,  helps Westfield youngster Isabella Broaddus with her fingerprinting
at the CHIP program, an annual service of the Atlas Pythagoras Masonic Lodge
in Westfield. The program provides parents with up-to-date records of finger-
prints, tooth print, saliva and scent sample and a DVD to document the child’s
image and speech pattern, to be used by the police in case of an emergency.

distribute the medication in a 10-day
period. He said there are currently 55
public health employees in the county.

Mr. Proctor said there is “a lot of
concern” if the H1N1 flu mixes with
other flu strains, noting the virus “can
mutate.”

He said the 1918 flu was also a
H1N1 strain that began in Kansas and
“came and went in March,” but by
August of that year “there were about
800 to 1,000 cases in Boston.” By
September the strain became more
powerful, resulting in 12,000 deaths.
The death toll rose to 195,000 the
next month.

“So, when it came back, it came
back with a vengeance,” Mr. Proctor
said. “I’m not predicting that, but
there are things we have to be very
concerned about.”

Union County Manager George
Devanney said if the flu does “come
back with a vengeance,” the county is
considering utilizing the state’s new
Family Leave Act for its 2,800 em-
ployees. “So, we’ve been looking at
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Area Memorial Day
Observances Set Monday

AREA – Multiple area communi-
ties will present observances in honor
of Memorial Day, Monday, May 25.

The Westfield Memorial Day Pa-
rade will begin at 9 a.m. at the Monu-
ment to Veterans of World War I,
located at the North Avenue and East
Broad Street Plaza. Marchers are
asked to assemble by 8 a.m. in the
Lord & Taylor parking lot. The pa-
rade will feature a police escort, vet-
erans’ groups, Westfield’s mayor and
town council, civic and youth organi-
zations, plus vintage automobiles
sponsored by G-Wiz car detailing in
Westfield. After opening ceremonies,
the parade will proceed north on East
Broad Street straight up to Fairview
Cemetery, where the Westfield and
Mountainside Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) will host closing cer-
emonies. The Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution and the Sons of the
American Revolution will have their
annual memorial service at the Revo-
lutionary War Cemetery.

Scotch Plains will host its First
Annual Memorial Day Music Festi-
val, sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Management Corporation, from 1 to
8 p.m. at Alan Augustine Park located
next to the municipal building at 430
Park Avenue. It will begin immedi-
ately following the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade. The
parade will begin at 10:45 a.m. from
the municipal building and end at

Fanwood’s LaGrande Park. Wreath-
laying ceremonies will be held prior
to the parade.

The Cranford Memorial Day Pa-
rade will begin at 9 a.m. at the Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue.

Garwood will hold a service begin-
ning at noon at the Garwood Knights
of Columbus Hall, located at 43 South
Avenue. Parking and the entrance are
at the back of the building on Willow
Avenue.

The Clark parade will begin at 9:30
a.m. at the intersection of Westfield
Avenue and Nassau Street and con-
tinue to Arthur L. Johnson High
School on Westfield Avenue. A Me-
morial Day ceremony will be held at
the conclusion to the parade at the
entrance to the high school.

The City of Summit will hold a
parade starting at 10 a.m. behind the
Bouras Building on DeForest Avenue.
Marchers will proceed through
Summit’s downtown during the pa-
rade, which will conclude at the Vil-
lage Green. A 10:30 a.m. ceremony
will follow.

New Providence’s parade will be-
gin at 10 a.m. at Central and Spring-
field Avenues and end at the Veterans’
Memorial adjacent to the Memorial
Library, where Mayor John Thoms
and the American Legion and VFW
Post commanders will conclude the
festivities.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEHIND THE SCENES...The fifth annual Movies in May film festival came to
Scotch Plains last Thursday night at Alan M. Augustine Park. The three-day
festival in Westfield and Scotch Plains screened several dozen short films.

Westfield
Tuesday, May 12, a resident of the

100 block of Windsor Avenue re-
ported the theft of a bicycle from the
rear of her residence. The bicycle, a
Trek women’s mountain bicycle, is
valued at $443.90.

Tuesday, May 12, a business on the
200 block of East Broad Street, re-
ported the theft of approximately 700
pairs of women’s underwear from a
display table located in the front of
the store. The missing underwear is
valued at approximately $6,200.

Wednesday, May 13, Luis M. Perez,
29, of Passaic was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on West South
Avenue near Hort Street on a con-
tempt of court warrant from East
Rutherford. Perez was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on his
own recognizance per East Ruther-
ford authorities.

Wednesday, May 13, a Westfield
resident and local business owner re-
ported the theft of a stump grinder
from the location where it had been
stored behind a business on the 500
block of West South Avenue. The
missing stump grinder is valued at
approximately $8,000.

Wednesday, May 13, a found wal-
let belonging to a Port Reading resi-
dent was surrendered to Westfield
police headquarters. It reportedly was
found on the 100 block of East Broad
Street. The wallet was inventoried
and held for safekeeping pending its
return to its owner.

Thursday, May 14, Loni G. Cut-
ting, 47, of Basking Ridge was ar-
rested at a store on the 600 block of
West North Avenue and charged with
shoplifting (disorderly persons of-
fense) $175 worth of various mer-
chandise. The arrest was pursuant to
a complaint received from a loss pre-
vention official at the store. Cutting
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released on her own re-
cognizance.

Thursday, May 14, Kenneth E.
Middleton, 30, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at the Essex County jail in
Newark on an outstanding contempt
of court warrant from Westfield in the
amount of $520. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and held
pending a court appearance later that
day. Middleton also was processed
on an outstanding contempt of court
warrant from Fanwood for $500. He
was committed to the Union County
jail.

Thursday, May 14, a business owner
reported an apparent burglary at his
second-floor office on the 100 block
of East Broad Street. Someone ap-
parently entered the premises by
breaking a window. A heat gun and
approximately $10 in loose change
was reported missing.

Thursday, May 14, a resident of the
900 block of Boynton Avenue re-
ported that his residence was burglar-
ized. Entry was forcibly gained via a
rear door. Multiple dresser drawers in
the second-floor master bedroom
were entered and items were strewn
about, but it had not been determined
if anything was missing.

Friday, May 15, Briana Caracter,
19, of Fanwood was arrested on an
outstanding contempt of court war-
rant from Fanwood after a motor ve-
hicle stop at South Avenue and Hort
Street. She was processed and re-
leased on her own recognizance per
Fanwood authorities.

Friday, May 15, David Calzaretta,
34, of North Plainfield was arrested
on the 100 block of Elm Street on an
outstanding contempt of court war-
rant from North Plainfield in the
amount of $232. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Mountainside
Wednesday, May 13, James L.

Elcock, 41, of Waldorf, Md. was sen-
tenced to 10 days in jail for contempt
of court.

Thursday, May 14, a resident of
Peachtree Lane reported that she had
her dog on her front porch with her
when the dog went into the front yard
to relieve itself and then ran into the
roadway. According to police, a neigh-
bor was driving by and struck the dog
without knowing and continued on.
The driver returned to the scene after
the dog owner notified the mother of
the driver of the vehicle that he had
struck the dog, police said. The dog
owner stated that she would seek
medical help for the dog, who ap-

peared lifeless at the scene, authori-
ties said.

Friday, May 15, a resident of
Miarmi Court reported that someone
attempted to gain access to her motor
vehicle while it was parked in her
driveway by using a tool to pry the
driver’s side door lock from the ve-
hicle. According to police, it is be-
lieved that access was not gained, as
there was nothing missing or dis-
turbed.

Monday, May 18, a business on
Mountain Avenue reported that some-
one illegally dumped six bags of
bottles and cans in the business
dumpster without permission.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, May 14, Jerome

Seymour, 19, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding warrant. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, May 14, a resident of
Channing Avenue reported that some-
one broke the window of her motor
vehicle, causing approximately $150
worth of damage.

Thursday, May 14, a resident re-
ported that someone smashed the light
post in his front yard, causing ap-
proximately $100 worth of damage.

Thursday, May 14, Doreen
Eddington, 45, of Newark was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. She was
processed and released.

Friday, May 15, Julio Herrera, 27,
of The Bronx, N.Y. was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Sunday, May 17, Arthur Mathis,
41, of Carteret was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Sunday, May 17, Johanna
Rodriquez, 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly
conduct after police responded to a
report of a group fighting in a Route
22 park and observed two large groups
pushing and yelling obscenities at
each other. Rodriquez was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released. The others
were told to leave the area, which
they did without incident, police said.

Sunday, May 17, a resident of Coun-
try Club Lane reported that he sold
two individuals an item and they paid
him with a fraudulent check in the
amount of $750.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 12, Dolores Y. Jack-

son-Hopson, 63, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding South
Plainfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was processed and
released.

Tuesday, May 12, Howard F. Bell,
Jr., 30, of Fanwood was arrested on
an outstanding Jersey City warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of South Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, May 13, Nivah Garcis,
38, of North Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Scotch Plains war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Wednesday, May 13, Patricia A.
Cornacchia, 45, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after being
involved in a two-car accident on
South Martine Avenue. The driver of
the other vehicle sustained injuries
and was transported to the hospital
for treatment. Cornacchia was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
adult.

Wednesday, May 13, two motor
vehicles were reported broken into
while parked overnight in a business
lot located on the 100 block of South
Avenue. The first vehicle’s rear win-
dow was smashed and a GPS and cell
phone, with a combined value of $800,
were removed. The second vehicle’s
side window was smashed and two
GPS systems, valued at $200 each,
were removed.

Monday, May 18, Luis Sierra, 33,
of Moonachie was arrested on an
outstanding Secaucus warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was processed and released.

Tuesday, May 19, Corea L.
Pickering, 31, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on multiple Watchung war-
rants after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. She was processed
and released.

Tuesday, May 19, Mike C. Hagler,
33, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Hillside warrant after
a field investigation on Martine Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Two County Workers
Charged With Theft

COUNTY – Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow on Tuesday an-
nounced that two Union County Parks
Department employees had been charged
with theft. Those charged were Brian
Hughes, 45, of Westfield and Melissa
Kolbeck, 31, of Roselle.

Hughes was charged with one count of
third degree theft and one count of fourth
degree forgery. Hughes worked as a rec-
reation maintenance worker. He surren-
dered to authorities with his attorney late
Tuesday.

According to the investigation, Hughes,
who serves as president of the parks work-
ers union, allegedly stole more than
$35,000 by withdrawing funds at ATMs
using the Parks Union debit card. Many
of the withdrawals took place in Atlantic
City, Mr. Romankow said. The alleged
theft took place over a two-year period.
According to county records, he made
$50,844 per year and was hired in August
1999. He has been suspended without pay
pending the investigation, according to
the county.

Kolbeck has been charged with one
count of third degree theft after it was
discovered that she stole between
$15,000 and $20,000 in county funds,
Mr.  Romankow said. Kolbeck worked
as a principal clerk in the park mainte-
nance and administrative support of-
fice, where she was responsible for ac-
counts receivable from a variety of
sources. Superiors noticed account ir-
regularities and notified the county po-
lice department which, in turn, con-
tacted prosecutors.

Complaints were signed against
Kolbeck Tuesday, and a first court ap-
pearance was set for Wednesday, May
27, before state Superior Court Judge
Joan Robinson Gross. According to the
investigation, Kolbeck was primarily re-
sponsible for depositing funds received
by the county at the Parks office front
desk for permits.

Kolbeck was hired by Union County in
September 1998 and earned $43,155 per
year, according to county records. She
also has been suspended.

the budget.
Others on the council also agreed

to introduce the ordinance next Tues-
day, with Councilwoman Mary
DePaola and Councilman Dominick
Bratti both calling the new utility
“the most fair” option available.

Ms. Majeski said she thinks the
initial sewer bills would be sent out in
September. Township Attorney Brian
Levine said he was confident that any
legal challenges to the creation of the
new entity would be upheld.
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county policy… to make sure we are
prepared [if] a family member be-
comes ill.”

“We are looking at relaxing our
policies as much as possible to help
prevent it from spreading rapidly,”
Mr. Devanney said. Schering-Plough,
which is being taken over by Merck,
is Union County’s largest employer.

Rep. Lance offered his assistance
to the county “in any way that you
think is appropriate.” He attended the
meeting with Mr. Proctor, Mr. Jones,
Mr. Devanney, Union County Public
Safety Department Acting Director
Richard Childs and Union County
Police Chief Dan Vaniska.

“I don’t want to alarm the public,
but an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure, certainly in this kind
of situation,” Mr. Lance said, noting
that 40 percent of his Congressional
District is in Union County.

Upon questioning from Amanda
Woloshen of Mr. Lance’s office,
Mr. Jones recommended those per-
sons experiencing flu symptoms see
their primary care physician. He
said he did not want people to over-
burden hospital emergency rooms,
especially in the time of a possible
pandemic.

“Number one, it’s treatable and it’s
preventable,” Mr. Jones said, saying
that washing hands and putting hands
over the mouth when coughing or
sneezing will help prevent the spread
of the virus.

Mr. Proctor said kits could be made
available to towns so as to protect
workers from the virus if it becomes
a more widespread and serious ill-
ness in the fall. He also said residents
would need to be encouraged to buy
medical and related supplies in ad-
vance so as to prevent an overrun on
stores.

“We need to push self reliance to a
certain degree,” he said.

skateboarding. Archery and bike races
were also listed as suggested uses for
the park.

It was also noted that the Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care in
Scotch Plains has received permis-
sion from the county to hold a
fundraiser walk on Sunday, June 21,
at Oak Ridge.

Freeholder Mirabella said the county
has a skateboard park at Mattano Park
in Elizabeth. “But that doesn’t mean
we don’t need more,” he said.

Things got testy between the board
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County Dog Park
and a few regular freeholder meeting
attendees. Bruce Paterson of Garwood
and Ms. Renna of Cranford both were
told to leave the podium. Mr. Pater-
son questioned the experience of Jo-
seph Graziano, director of engineer-
ing, public works and facilities, in
reference to reducing costs for pro-
fessional services. Mr. Paterson said
Mr. Graziano was not a licensed engi-
neer.

Mr. Devanney said Mr. Graziano
was a state certified public works di-
rector, which was what the county was
looking for in terms of experience.

When Mr. Paterson tried to stay at
the microphone while a police officer
threatened to remove him, Mr.
Mirabella stopped the officer, saying
Mr. Paterson “only wants to get
thrown out and it’s a grandstanding
opportunity for him.”

Ms. Renna than jumped in, saying
she received a copy of a letter from a
Union County corrections officer who
was afraid to come forward to discuss
safety concerns at the county jail due
to fear of retaliation.

“You have been consistently in-
competent at this (running the jail),”
Ms. Renna said. “Politics is totally
running Union County government.
We cannot get rid of you, you are a
boil on society.”

“And that comes from someone
who perjured herself,” Mr. Devanney
responded, a reference to a court hear-
ing on Karen Golding, a West Orange
resident who was charged in 2006
with stalking state Democratic Chair-
man Joseph Cryan. According to news
reports, Ms. Golding, will be sen-
tenced in June since she violated the
terms of her pre-trial intervention pro-
gram by contacting members of the
Cryan family.

“That’s slanderous,” Ms. Renna re-
sponded to Mr. Devanney. “Have I
been charged with perjury?”

“You aided a child stalker,” Mr.
Devanney said in a shouting match
with Ms. Renna.

“I don’t lie. I told the truth,” Ms.
Renna said.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a $217,000 contract to Birdsall
Services Group, Inc. to develop a
park master plan. The board also ap-
proved closing streets for fairs in
Fanwood, Berkeley Heights, and
Springfield.

The board’s next meeting is Thurs-
day, May 28, in Elizabeth. The board
will hold both an agenda and regular
meeting that night.

requiring extraordinary municipal
expenditures, “we could have a prob-
lem.”

She led the council through a dis-
cussion in which she warned against
using too much of the township’s
surplus and cautioned against being
too optimistic in anticipating certain
revenues this year such as construc-
tion code fees. She said the governing
body potentially faces problems simi-
lar to this year in 2010 and 2011 if the
surplus does not regenerate suffi-
ciently, and raised the possibility of
more layoffs at that time. Revenue
anticipations for this year are as high
as she is comfortable with, she said,
and spending proposals are as low as
she is comfortable with, leaving sala-
ries and wages as the only remaining
area where the needed cuts would
have to be made.

Mayor Malool said there were no
“one-shot revenues” available to the
council to tap to close the $132,000
shortfall. Deputy Mayor Jeffrey
Strauss asked if anticipated construc-
tion code fees for 2009 might be
increased a bit from the proposed
$550,000 since last year’s projected
$535,000 ended up being $706,000.
But construction officer Robert
LaCosta said code fees in the first
quarter were off from the same period
a year earlier.

Councilman Kevin Glover, citing
economists’ forecasts, said he felt the
overall economy will improve, add-
ing that “one would hope we’re going
to see the benefits of that” improve-
ment locally. But the mayor said she
was “not going to gamble the taxpay-
ers’ money on hope.” She said despite
predictions a year ago by some of a
brighter economic picture to come,
“we’re in way worse shape now than
last year.”

Prior to adjourning into closed ses-
sion, which was objected to by Demo-
cratic Party chairman Dick Samuel
because only job positions, not spe-
cific employees, were going to be
discussed, Mr. Glover unsuccessfully
proposed that council forgo their sala-
ries as a way to cut expenses.

The proposed $25-million budget
includes a municipal property tax in-
crease of 12 points. A tax point equals
$100,000 in spending in Scotch
Plains. Prior to its final vote later in
June, the council is expected to hold
a series of public budget meetings to
consider any changes to the tax and
spending plan.
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GW BOE to Close
Washington School

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — With a $400,000 bud-
get deficit looming for the 2010-2011
fiscal year, the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion said at its Tuesday night meeting that
it must find a way to reduce costs in order
to avoid a massive tax increase and cut-
ting programs.

The board is considering is moving the
Washington School “off-line,” which
means take the school out of use and
transfer the pre-kindergarten and kinder-
garten classes to Lincoln School. Board
members estimated that this would save
more than $100,000 a year.

Parents were initially notified of the
plan in a letter dated May 15.

By classifying Washington as “off-
line,” the borough would still provide for
the basic maintenance and utilities asso-
ciated with the school, allowing the dis-
trict to re-open it if the need arises. The
borough could also rent the building to
another entity for use as a pre-school,
which could bring in additional revenue.

“I am not looking to close Washington
School at all,” Superintendant of Schools
Teresa Quigley said. “Off-line is a term
that is used when you’re just not using a
building for a period of time.”

The board said there are three open
classrooms available at Lincoln School,
along with more that are not utilized for a
full nine-period day. Although there are
some logistics, such as the lack of bath-
rooms in the classrooms, to be considered
in accommodating the preschoolers, Ms.
Quigley said the services available to
students would not be affected.

“We would be able to all be housed [in
the Lincoln School],” Ms. Quigley said.
“There would be no elimination of pro-
grams.”

Parents expressed concerns about the
temporary closure of Washington School;
particularly, the impact of relocating spe-
cial education students. Parents cautioned
that towns such as Roselle Park and
Westfield had closed schools only to ex-
perience an influx of students.

Resident John Conlin said he felt the
plan is a “major change” and that parents
and students were being affected by fi-
nancial problems they did not create. “I
hear from [the board], financial prob-
lems,” Mr. Conlin said. “Well who cre-
ated these? Not [the residents].”

Ms. Quigley said she was not looking
to assign blame, but rather to address the
issue in the best way possible.

Board member Susan Groning, finance
committee chairwoman, said she must
consider the fiscal impact and, that she,
along with other board members, would
be personally affected by the plan.

“I have a son going into preschool. I
have a lot of concerns about this as well,”
Ms. Groning said. “It’s not just financial
for me.”

The board said it is collecting demo-
graphic information and asked for input
from parents and residents. Board Presi-
dent Adele Lewis said the plan is “not a
done deal,” though it is being explored in
order to avoid cutting other programs.


