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Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GROWING UP...Youngsters Jack Quinones and Luke Camin take a minute out
of their riding session to smile for the camera at this year’s Training Wheel Toss,
an event sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation Department.

Scotch Plains to Present
Memorial Day Music Fest

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship will host its First Annual Memo-
rial Day Music Festival, sponsored
by the Scotch Plains Management
Corporation, on Monday, May 25,
from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Alan M.
Augustine Park located next to the
municipal building. The festival will
begin  immediately following the
Memorial Day Parade.

Every hour a new band will perform
music from rock to blues, reggae to
jazz, original music and indie pop. A
band of local Scotch Plains boys,
Goodman Browne, are appearing, as
well as last year’s winner of New Jersey
Band of the Year. The Music Center of
Scotch Plains organized the music.

The event will have free food, bar-

becue food from Stagehouse Restau-
rant and Tavern and Porta USA, Ital-
ian food from MezzoGiorno, and
more, with over 40 Scotch Plains
businesses on the street giving away
everything from food to gift certifi-
cates to discount coupons.

Kids activities such as rides, bal-
loons, face painting, juggling and en-
tertainment will take place from 1 to
4 p.m.

Attendees can purchase raffle tick-
ets from 1 to 4 p.m. for free tickets to
Bowcraft Amusements, free dinners
at Snuffy’s, a 15 percent discount
from MezzoGiorno, 15 percent off
PortaUSA BBQ, 10 percent off from
Steve’s Slider, Dogs and Fries, plus
gift cards from Edible Arrangements,
Palmer Video, RWJ and more.

The Magic 98.3 FM Prize Van will
be on Park Avenue from 1 to 3 p.m.

Volunteers are needed to assist in
popcorn popping, making cotton
candy, blowing up balloons, as well
as clean up and set up at the event. To
learn how to volunteer, call Lisa
Schiller at (908) 347-0800.

The Scotch Plains Management
Corporation committee is launching
its Pride In Scotch Plains campaign at
the event. For more details, visit
prideinscotchplains.com.

Correction
An article on the resignation of a

teacher in the May 14 issue of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times incor-
rectly stated that the topic was dis-
cussed in executive session. The board
of education addressed only correspon-
dence related to Matthew Kalafat, a
language arts literacy teacher at Park
Middle School.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLUBHOUSE REDUX...Clark Councilman and local historian Brian Toal last
Wednesday praises the county’s conversion program for the former Oak Ridge
Golf Course Clubouse into an historical building at an intial cost of $700,000.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella and Mr. Toal.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAVING TREES...County residents shred their documents last Thursday at
Mother Seton High School in Clark in an effort to curb identity theft and promote
recycling, a program sponsored by the county recycling office.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO DOUBT ABOUT IT...A young Raider fan displays his confidence in the outcome of the baseball thriller last Saturday
between Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) and Westfield for the county high school championship, won by SP-F in 10 innings,
1-0. Fans from both towns packed the Elizabeth High School baseball field to see the game.  See story on page 11.

Officials Concerned Over
Return of H1N1 Flu in Fall

Freeholders OK $600K Dog Park;
Golfers Critical of Course’s Closing

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders approved
a nearly $600,000 contract last Thurs-
day for improvements to the county’s
dog park at Echo Lake Park. The meet-
ing, held in Clark, was the second
meeting of the year held outside of the
county seat in Elizabeth.

The contract, to Falcon Ridge Con-
struction of Watchung, includes a
paver walkway with two kiosks lo-
cated on both sides, a waiting/view-
ing area with a gazebo to shade dog
owners, self-closing gates, benches,
dog water fountains, dog bag stations
and a dog wash pad near the parking
lot to clean the dogs upon exit of the
park.

Multiple county residents voiced
their displeasure over the money be-
ing spent on the dog park.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, called
the expenditure “kind of extravagant”
when municipalities are having to lay
off police officers and firefighters.

John Bury of Kenilworth said his
town has tabled plans to build a new
public safety building due to a lack of
funds, and that other towns are laying
off workers.

“A $600,000 dog park? I’m trying
to wrap my mind around it. What are
those dogs going to have?” Mr. Bury
questioned. “Is it required? I mean,
what will be there $600,000 later?”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the current park is “well uti-
lized” and there is a need for it in the
county.

Jim Bittner of Cranford said the
freeholders are spending money on a
dog park, yet they closed down the
Oak Ridge Golf Course, which he
said was utilized by “thousands.”

“For a little bit more than that in the
way of a loss…we closed a golf course
and bulldozed it. And now you’re
going to build a dog park for
$600,000? That, what, a hundred
people use?” Mr. Bittner said.

Robert Nadasky of Roselle Park
expressed his “disbelief” at the golf
course’s closing. He said the course
has had an average of 30,000 rounds
of golf played per year, which matches
the national average.

“I understand money is tight, but I
think you could have come up with
better ideas,” Mr. Nadasky said. “One
day, you look in the paper, and you
are closing it, and the next day you
are bulldozing it. I can’t understand
how it went so fast.”

He said golf generates money per
player, unlike county summer con-
certs, which are free of charge.

“I really feel you snowballed or
shortchanged the people of Union
County when you closed this course,”
Mr. Nadasky said. He said Oak
Ridge’s problem was poor manage-
ment.

County Manager George Devanney
said he proposed privatizing Union
County’s three golf courses in Janu-
ary 2008, and this past January, he
proposed closing Oak Ridge to re-
duce the county’s deficit.

Garwood Councilman and Repub-
lican candidate for freeholder An-
thony Sytko asked the board for the
cost of disassembling Oak Ridge and
of the new driving range at Galloping

Hill, and requested a timeline on the
completion of construction at Gal-
loping Hill.

Freeholder Mirabella asked Mr.
Sytko to complete an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) form to receive
the information.

Neil Boyle of Clark questioned why
the freeholders did not come to Clark
earlier to explain their plans for Oak
Ridge. “We don’t know what you are
going to do with that thing,” he said.

“The purpose of the golf courses
were not to balance the budget for the
county freeholders… If you want to
balance the budget in the park, put
toll booths at the entrance to the park
with a gate and let everybody pay,”
Mr. Boyle said.

Kathy Torpey of Clark questioned

whether or not the county was in
violation of a state statute requiring
public hearings for Green Acres open
space when the use or purpose of a
park changes.

County Counsel Robert Barry said,
in his legal opinion, the statute does
not apply to the county because, while
activities are changing, Oak Ridge
will remain a recreational use. He
said Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) officials agreed with
the county’s legal position.

Several county residents proposed
other uses for Oak Ridge, including
disc golf, a sport utilizing Frisbees
instead of golf balls and metal bas-
kets as the “holes;” multi-use ball
fields for baseball and softball, and

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Union County
health officials are preparing for the
potential widening spread of the cur-
rent H1N1 flu strain, commonly
known as Swine Flu, this fall.

“We’ve been very fortunate in
Union County that we have not had
any confirmed cases [of the H1N1
flu],” Union County Health Officer
Lester Jones said during a May 11
meeting with county officials and Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) at the
county’s public safety building in
Westfield.

New Jersey’s confirmed cases are
in Burlington, Bergen, Camden, and
Monmouth Counties and all victims
“were traveling or had contact with
people who had traveled,” Mr. Jones
said. As of Tuesday, New Jersey’s
confirmed cases of this strain of flu
was up to 15, and there were a re-
ported 5,123 nationwide, including
five deaths, according to the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC). New York
State recorded its first fatality from
H1N1 over the weekend when a pub-
lic school assistant principal died of
the illness.

Mr. Jones said the Union County
Office of Health Management con-
tacts the CDC and the New Jersey
Health Department daily regarding
updated test results and guidance for
handling the possible spread of the
flu.

He said the county is working with
first responders “to identify what their
needs are” in case H1N1 becomes a
pandemic.

Union County Freeholder Rick
Proctor, the health officer for Rahway,
Scotch Plains, Berkeley Heights, Hill-
side and Winfield, said the area he

services has a population of 85,000.
“The resources that we have as a

public health entity throughout the
state are very sparse. Half of the pub-
lic health workforce in the State of
New Jersey works for the state health
department. It’s not a very service-
oriented organization,” Mr. Proctor
said. “We were very lucky this time
that the [H1N1] virus was introduced
very late in the flu season and it was
very mild. But, we have to be con-
cerned about what is going to happen
[during] the next flu season after this
runs through the southern hemi-
sphere.”

He said if Union County had to
distribute prophylactic medications,
1,200 people would be needed to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council to Create Sewerage
Authority to Bill Residents Direct

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At Tuesday
night’s council meeting, it was de-
cided that an ordinance establishing a
municipal sewerage authority to col-
lect sewerage fees from residents and
other property owners would be in-
troduced at the township council’s
meeting next Tuesday.

The new entity is being created to
issue sewerage bills and collect pay-
ments rather than have them as part of
the property tax as currently arranged.
The fee paid to the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) would
thus be removed from the municipal
budget and, as a result, this year’s
municipal property tax hike went

down to within state limits.
The new arrangement would mean

that all non-township properties, in-
cluding entities such as public schools,
churches, the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, the Center
for Hope Hospice, the YMCA and
JCC, that currently do not pay prop-
erty taxes, would pay for their sewer
usage.

At a budget meeting on Tuesday, a
majority of the council agreed on the
details of the ordinance, which needs
to be introduced next week in con-
junction with the unveiling of the
2009 municipal budget (see related
story). Until water use measuring
mechanisms are in place, hopefully
by next year, sewerage fees would be

levied on a flat rate basis, with resi-
dences paying $250 per year and con-
dominiums and townhouses paying
$180. All non-residential properties,
including the previously exempt enti-
ties along with apartment complexes,
would pay a $250 flat fee for up to
27,500 gallons of water usage and
one cent for every gallon used be-
yond that level. The only exemptions
from the fee would be for municipal-
owned properties, residents who are
100 percent disabled veterans and
property owners utilizing septic tanks.

Assistant Township Engineer Joe
Timko told the council he expects
most non-residential properties would
exceed the 27,500-gallon threshold,
saying annual water use ranges from
about 30,000 gallons for small busi-
ness operations to several million
gallons for school buildings.

Mayor Nancy Malool said the re-
moval of the RVSA fee from the
municipal budget would result in a
corresponding adjustment in the mu-
nicipal property tax rate, which is
still set to increase this year.

Councilman Kevin Glover urged a
delay pending his receipt of figures
on the impact of the new sewerage fee
on homeowners and businesses as
well as further discussions of poten-
tial alternatives to closing the
township’s budget gap. When he be-
gan to talk about possibly imposing
user fees for township recreation fa-
cilities, the mayor urged Mr. Glover
to save his ideas for the general bud-
get discussion later in the meeting.

Mr. Glover, nonetheless, mentioned
the southside soccer field opened last
fall, saying it was “used by one soccer
league,” a majority of whose mem-
bers, he said, are from outside of
Scotch Plains. At the end of the dis-
cussion, Mr. Glover said he could not
sign on to any final proposal on creat-
ing the new utility, saying he did not
yet have sufficient information and
was “not comfortable jumping aboard
this process.”

Chief Financial Officer Lori
Majeski said it would “absolutely not”
be possible for the council to identify
the $1 million in new revenue that
would keep township appropriations
under the state cap and negate the
need for a separate sewerage author-
ity. When Mr. Glover told her he was
“not comfortable with your position,”
she responded by saying it was “not a
position, it’s a fact.”

Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss said
Mr. Glover, by not joining his col-
leagues in agreeing to the ordinance
language, was “disagreeing with our
experts.” Mayor Malool said there is
“no way we could get under the cap”
without taking the sewer bill out of
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Malool: Separate Sewer Bill
Would Avert More Layoffs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council made final decisions on
Tuesday night on layoffs of certain
municipal employees in advance of
next week’s introduction of the 2009
municipal budget.

“There are some layoffs,” Mayor
Nancy Malool confirmed to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Wednesday morning, a day after the
governing body met in private execu-
tive session to discuss layoffs. With-
out providing names, she also said
that some full-time employees would
be reduced to part-time status in or-
der to save their jobs.

After a public discussion on Tues-
day night of some of the particulars of
this year’s $25-million spending plan,
the council still needed to cut
$132,401 to stay within state appro-
priation cap levels, thus necessitating
the private executive session in which
final decisions were made on layoffs.
Earlier this month, notices of pos-
sible layoffs were issued to all town-
ship employees, with 27 individual
notices given to those workers whose
specific positions are at risk.

Mayor Malool told The Times that
the council made the final decisions
on layoffs rather than the township
manager, as is customary. With the
manager’s position still technically
vacant, she said the council had met
with department heads in recent days
to allow each to make their case for
retaining their own personnel.

She added that because of the “ap-
parent discontent” among some mu-
nicipal employees with consultant
Greg Fehrenbach, who was retained
this spring to assemble much of the
budget and make recommendations
regarding personnel reductions, she
had decided to “take out the middle
man” and have the council make the
final layoff decisions.

Earlier in the public portion of
Tuesday’s meeting, Chief Financial
Officer Lori Majeski told the council
it would be difficult to identify fur-
ther operating expenses that could be
pared from “an already barebones”
spending proposal, saying that about
$500,000 in operating expenses had
already been cut. The budget, she
said, is so tight on the appropriations
aide that “if there is an emergency”


