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 “Installation View, ‘Group Shot Italy, 1972,’” oil on wood, dimensions vary, 2008

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

Wish to congratulate their students for
their accomplishments in preparing for this

50TH

ANNIVERSARY
of piano recitals

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094

the farmhouse store
the original farmhouse table

reclaimed barnwood – tapered legs - $ 499 - $ 899

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Farm Table – Available in 1" or 2" Thick Top

Stock Lengths 4’ through 8’

Other Lengths Available

- Overall Dimensions

30" Tall x 37" – 40" Wide

Diana Jensen Sees Art
In Discarded Albums

CRANFORD – From May 15 to
June 25, the exhibition “Group Shot
Italy, 1972” by artist Diana Jensen will
be on display in the Tomasulo Gallery
on Union County College’s Cranford
campus.

This exhibition features Ms. Jensen’s
most recent painting installation
project, expanding more than 50 feet
in length and composed of 40 shaped
oil-on-wood panels. The installation
refers to a large group photo taken at a
birthday party in 1972 of about 50
people.

Ms. Jensen found this photo at the
Rome flea market and proceeded to
study and paint the anonymous people
in this photograph for over a year.

Ms. Jensen focuses her art-making
on the photos she finds in discarded
albums at flea markets. She works
extensively with one series of photos
for a period of time, either of families
or a group of friends, studying them
and getting to know the details of each
individual in the photos.

Ms. Jensen will then turn to her
wood panels, and with her oil paints,
she begins to rediscover and resurrect
the people in the old photographs.

Her goal is to find and reveal the
truth within the photos and to depict
the personalities and expressions of
intimacy found between those in the
photos. She then reflects those intima-
cies in her paintings, focusing in on
the subtleties between people, such as
the touch of hands or a loving gaze.

In 2008, her works were shown in
the Alwan Art Auction at Galerie Mark
Hachem and at Cheryl Pelavin Gal-
lery. She has also had her work in
exhibitions around teh country, such
as in Miami at the ArtNow Fair, and
internationally, including in Helsinki
and London. To learn more, view
dianajensen.com.

The opening reception for this exhi-
bition will be held on Friday, May 15,
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Tomasulo
Gallery, located on the first floor of
MacKay Library on the college’s
Cranford campus, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Mondays through Thursdays and
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.
Evening hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesdays through Thursdays. For more
information, call (908) 709-7155.

Brentano Raises Awareness
Of Environmental Crises

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – For the past 10
years, Westfield resident Pat
Brentano’s art has awakened people
to ongoing environmental problems.

“Artists have the opportunity to
inspire social change,” she said. “I’m
trying to make people aware and to
think about what they can do in their
own environment.”

In her most recent works, “Missing
Trees” and “Endangered Birds,” she
initially draws a picture of a tree or a
bird and then cuts out the image from
a slab made of wood, steel and alumi-
num.

“Endangered Birds,” started in
2009, continues on the theme of
“Missing Trees,” Ms. Brentano said,
“because when you cut down all the
trees, you endanger birds. They don’t
have anywhere to live.”

For Ms. Brentano, placing a cutout
of an image in this setting informs
people that a part of nature that was
once present no longer exits.

“When you’re shown something
visually,” Ms. Brentano said, “it really
brings it home. When you see a miss-
ing bird or tree, you go ‘wow, that little
bird that was supposed to be in the
environment is no longer there.’”

When placed outside, the cutouts
serve another function. Ms. Brentano
said, “The colors of nature show
through the space, creating the image
of a bird or a tree.” In the “Missing
Tree” installation, “in the summer,
you’ll get more greens; in the fall,
you’ll get more browns. It’s almost as
if it’s the tree going through seasons,
but it’s not there” she said.

“Endangered Birds” places an im-
age of each bird in its natural habitat.

“The birds that fly will be in the
trees. The birds that swim I will put in
the pond; an eagle will be in the tree,
duck in the water,” she said.

“Endangered Birds” will appear in
multiple states in the northeast. Each
installation is different and corre-
sponds to that state’s list of endan-
gered animals.

For instance, when Ms. Brentano
shows “Endangered Birds” in New
Jersey, there are 33 different birds in
the installation to correlate with the
33 different species of birds that are
classified as endangered, threatened
or special concerned in New Jersey.
When the exhibit moves up to Con-
necticut in August, there will be 50
species.

Ms. Brentano was invited to install
“Endangered Birds” in I-Park, lo-
cated in East Haddam, Conn., a 450-
acre woodland retreat for artists. It
will be displayed there from August
2009 to March 2010.

“Missing Trees” will travel to Al-
bany, N.Y., from June 2009 to April

2010. Commissioned by the Down-
town Albany Business Improvement
District, Ms. Brentano’s installation
will be one of 18 shown throughout
the streets and parks of downtown
Albany. She hopes that her exhibits
will continue to travel because “hope-
fully, many people will see it and
become inspired to plant a tree or
preserve one.”

Vanishing bee colonies is the next
environmental issue Ms. Brentano is
looking to confront. She is currently
working on drawings of different
forms of bees as a wall installation.

“I’m trying to call attention to the
crisis of the bees; they are very im-
portant to our crops,” Ms. Brentano
said. Silent for a moment, she added,
“I’m constantly thinking of ways to
contribute to save our planet.”

When she’s not crusading for envi-
ronmental issues, Ms. Brentano
teaches courses at Kean University
and Rutgers University about visual
awareness. She’s currently creating a
course entitled “Artists and Social
Change.”

Art Group Hosts
Artist Paul Casale

WATCHUNG – The Contemporary
Art Group will host American realist
Paul Casale on Wednesday, May 20.
Mr. Casale will demonstrate
portraiture in oils from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. at the Watchung Arts Center,
located at 18 Stirling Road on the
Watchung Circle. Admission is free.

Mr. Casale attended the High
School of Art and Design in
Manhattan and graduated with honors
from Pratt Institute. He has
established a career as both a fine
artist and illustrator. He teaches at
Jersey Central Art Studios, Ducret
School of Art and the Somerset Art
Association.

To learn more, call (908) 753-0190.

Little Mary Sunshine
Concludes WCP Season

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) con-
cludes the 2008-2009 season with
Rick Besoyan’s musical comedy Little
Mary Sunshine. The show continues
Friday and Saturday evenings May
15, 16, 29 and 30. The 24-hour ticket
tape at (908) 232-1221 is now on, and
all reserved seating is $20. The the-
ater is located at 1000 North Avenue,
West, in Westfield.

Directed by Drude Roessler of
Westfield, a veteran of multiple pro-
ductions at WCP, she is assisted by
musical director Larry Rothweiler,
choreographer Maury Herman and
producer Kay Macrae. To learn more,
see westfieldcommunityplayers.org
for more information and features.

This send-up of Hollywood musi-
cals of the 1920s and 1930s presents
dashing forest rangers, damsels in
distress, devious politicians, Indian
warriors, soaring tenors and beauti-
ful altos all with tongue planted firmly
in cheek.

John Schweska of Westfield is the
captain of the Colorado Rangers, and
Jennifer Bacigalupi is the object of

his affections, Mary Sunshine the
owner of the Colorado Inn. General
Oscar Fairfax, the Washington diplo-
mat with an eye for the ladies, is
played by Steve Lemenille, and Op-
era star Madame Von Liebdich is
played by Arlene Britt.

Photo courtesy of Pat Brentano
BIRD IS THE WORD...Westfield artist Pat Brentano’s “Endangered Birds”
hopes to raise the public’s awareness of environmental crises, including the
extinction of such animals.

Father-and-Son Duo
Perform in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its ninth season – and celebrates
Father’s Day a bit early – by present-
ing the father-and-son duo Beaucoup
Blue in concert at the First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue)
in Westfield, on Saturday, May 16.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission
is $16 online and $17 at the door.
Advance purchase of tickets is highly
recommended by going to
beaucoupblue.eventbrite.com. All net
proceeds from this evening’s concert

will be donated to Habitat for Human-
ity.

Beaucoup Blue is the Philadelphia-
based duo of David and Adrian Mowry.
Father and son have been performing
their music, strongly rooted in the
blues, up and down the eastern sea-
board. Although blues is a staple in
their repertoire, they also perform folk,
soul, R & B, jazz, country and blue-
grass.

For more information, see
beaucoupblue.eventbrite.com or
coffeewithconscience.org. The season
finale will feature Sloan Wainwright
on June 13.

Artist Fenton Presents
Korean Folk Painting

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
meeting will be held on Thursday, May
21, from 7 to 9 p.m. at its new location
in the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, located on
the grounds of
Fanwood’s bor-
ough hall.

A brief business
meeting will be fol-
lowed by a presen-
tation on the ancient
and classical form
of Korean Folk
Painting called
Minhwa.

After a 30-year
corporate career,
Michael Fenton
now devotes his
time to painting in
oil, pastels, acryl-
ics and traditional
Korean watercolor.
Though largely
self-taught, he has also studied with a
number of master artists from the United
States and Korea.

Mr. Fenton infuses his canvasses with
bold color, emotion and a sense of
“story.” He favors impression and nar-
rative over realism; the implicit story
and the evoked emotion are at the cen-
ter of his personal style.

His work has attracted private col-
lectors from around the world and has

been shown in various invitational and
juried shows in and around the New
York/New Jersey area, including at the
Paper Mill Theatre, the Gaelen Gallery

and the New Jersey
Center for Visual
Arts.

Mr. Fenton stud-
ied Minhwa with a
Korean master
teacher for four
years and then be-
gan to experiment
on his own.
Minhwa refers to
the Korean folk art
that consists of
paintings of mythi-
cal figures and other
objects in a specific
naïve style.

The paintings
show figures from
folk mythology and
legends, symbols of
happiness, wealth
and health, and

scenes of everyday life. The most com-
mon figures were animals that repre-
sented power, such as the tiger, or provi-
dential circumstances such as carp,
which represent success.

The presentation is free and open to
the public. There is ample parking at
the Carriage House Pocket Park di-
rectly across the street on Watson Road.
For more information, contact Paula
Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

UNCOMMON FOLK...At the next
SPFAA meeting, Michael Fenton will
discuss the ancient and classical form
of Korean Folk Painting called Minhwa.

Alliance Theater Strikes
A ‘Match’ with Belber Play

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Alliance Repertory
Theater Company’s director,
Michael Driscoll, struck gold when
he selected David Christopher of
Cranford for the lead role in the
three-person play Match, which ends
its run this weekend at the Studio
Theater of the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway.

Mr. Christopher, playing Tobi, and
the supporting cast of Beth Painter
of Westfield as Lisa, and Wayne
Harris as Mike, are stellar in their
roles. They take playwright Stephen
Belber’s two-act play to new heights
and make it soar.

Tobi, a 62-year-
old former ballet
star, world-re-
nowned choreog-
rapher and now
dance teacher at
Julliard in New
York City, pre-
pares his apart-
ment for guests.
B e c a u s e
UCPAC’s Studio
Theater is an off-
Broadway-style
space that seats 60
people, the audi-
ence basically sits
right in Tobi’s tiny Upper Manhattan
apartment as he scurries around put-
ting out chips and wine.

When he’s finished with the pre-
paratory work, he takes up his latest
knitting project. Next, Tobi clips his
fingernails, saving them in a clear
jar because, as he later reveals, it is a
part of his “epithelial history.”

He is readying for a visit from
Lisa, a graduate student from Se-
attle, who is writing her dissertation
on classical choreography and how
it fits in the contemporary art world.

She enters Tobi’s world with her
husband, Mike, a somber chap whose
eyes and actions reveal unexplained
rage. Tobi launches enthusiastically
into his life story, giving philosophi-
cal discourse on teaching and the
history of his career, all the while
throwing in double entendres per-
taining to knitting and dance.

When the brooding Mike suddenly
interjects inappropriate questions,
the atmosphere gets tense, and Tobi,
as well as the audience, wants to
know the real story of who this couple
is and what they want from him.

As that real story unfolds, both the
characters and audience members
are taken on a scary – yet thrilling –
emotional rollercoaster ride.

This is a serious play punctuated
with hilarious moments that are stra-
tegically placed to break the pro-
gressively mounting tension.

Director Driscoll ingeniously uti-
lizes a relentless ticking wall clock
as an echoing metaphysical conceit
for the marvelously crafted show.

Mr. Christopher, a master at char-
acterization, has captured the essence
of Tobi, a bisexual man whose flam-
boyance could have been overplayed.
With precision and focus, however,
Mr. Christopher lets the audience
understand this lonely man and em-

pathize with
Tobi’s pain.

Part of this
actor’s genius is
the seemingly ef-
fortless “busi-
ness” he provides
for his character
without reducing
Tobi to a carica-
ture. Mr. Christo-
pher proves he can
toss clever lines
with split-second
timing and deliver
dramatic dis-
course with sensi-

tivity equally well.
Because Tobi has long mono-

logues, Lisa, played sensitively by
Ms. Painter, does a lot of reacting in
this play. That can be tricky for an
actress who is a mere 10 feet away
from an audience that can sense her
every move.

Ms. Painter is up to the challenge
of intimate theater with minute fa-
cial reactions and appropriate, slight
physical variances to suggest shift in
response. Her “breakthrough” at the
end of Act II is perfectly played with
a tender touch.

While Mr. Harris’ character, Mike,
is not on stage as much as the other
two actors, when he is, his expres-
sive eyes tell his back-story. Juxta-
posing a deadpan delivery for most
of his Act I appearance, his scenes
with Mr. Christopher in Act II are
explosive and heart-wrenchingly
real.

Match, a finely woven tapestry of
careful characterization and unnerv-
ing tension, culminates in a can’t-
miss production that moves audi-
ences on multiple levels.

A MATCH MADE IN
HEAVEN...David Christopher, Wayne
Harris and  Beth Painter interact in the
three-person play Match, which ends
its run at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center this weekend.


