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Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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FANTASTIC SEASONS…The seventh grade Westfield Wildcats recently com-
pleted another successful travel basketball season, finishing at 37-3. Since
fourth grade, the team has compiled an amazing record of 149-13, playing top
teams from three states. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Eric Shor, Matt
Storcks, Matt Smoot and Sanjay Sujan, back row, Asstistant Coach Tom
Decker, Chris Wright, Michael Androconis, David Kane, Dylan Elliott, Patrick
Decker, Assistant Coach Bill Kane, Bryon Lessner, Head Coach Rick Elliott and
Evan Garfinkel. Not pictured: Jacob Boyle, Marc Luino, Jack Douglas, Zack
Birkenthal and Chris Callahan.

Westfield Crew Competes
In L. I. Championships

COMPETING ON LONG ISLAND…The Westfield boys varsity rowing team,
pictured, left to right, Quinn Boyes, Ben Cappel, Chris Morrissey and Chris
Yeager competed in the Long Island Championships.

SOCCER CHAMPS…The Westfield Soccer Association U-9 Cyclones won the
Soccer Center Indoor League U-9 division this past winter. Coached by Richard
Hiltz and assisted by Eelco Van der Noll, Drew Kronick and Cheryl Taylor, the
team also posted a winning record in the Soccer Center’s preseason outdoor
tournament. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Shane Shell, Sean Taylor, Tate
Kronick, David Sprung, Mitchell Vander Noll and Lee Beauchamp; standing,
Samuel Piatnitsky, Christopher Beaulieu, Mark Walter, Jack Cushing, Michael
Birle and Cory Hiltz.

Westfield’s rowers competed on
May 3 in the Long Island Champi-
onships at Centre Island Beach, West
Harbor Oyster Bay, NY. This was
Westfield’s first time to this event.

The site did not have docks and
the rowers launched from the beach.
Westfield rowers competed in Boys
and Girls Novice and Varsity quads
and Girls Lightweight Double.

The girls novice of Delia Stroud,
Charlotte Dreizen, Megan Hoerner
and Anne Knisley finished second in
their finals race against Friends Acad-
emy. Westfield entered two boats in
the Girls Varsity quad event. Each
boat competed in separate qualify-
ing heats. The quad of Amanda Adsit,
Lauren Binder, Liz Driscoll and
Knisley finished fourth in their quali-
fier and did not advance. The quad of

Caroline Yeager, Amanda Centrella,
Livi Magnanini and Gab Cerami fin-
ished second in their qualifying heat
to advance to the finals where they
placed fourth. The Girls Lightweight
double of Olivia Scrofani and Jenna
LaRusso finished behind GMS Row-
ing Center in their event.

Westfield’s two boys Novice quads
competed in the same finals Heat.
The quad of Mike Paone, David
Vercheck, Chris Morrissey and
Henry Hershey broke an oar and had
to abandon the race. The quad of Ian
Yeager, Farris Dwider, David Adsit
and Dylan Olson finished behind
Friends Academy and GMS Row-
ing. The boys Varsity quad of Chris
Yeager, Morrissey, Ben Cappel and
Quinn Boyes were unable to advance
from their qualifying heat.

Continuing the Strong Tradition of
Honest And Dedicated Public Service
My name is Nancy F. Munoz and

along with my running mate Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick, I am seeking your
support for the District 21 Assembly
seat. I am a nurse with a master’s degree
as a clinical nurse specialist. As a health
care professional who has worked in
both the delivery of health care and
within the insurance industry itself as a
risk care manager, I have an under-
standing of the tremendous challenges
we face as a state in terms of public
health policy and needs.

As the mother of five children, I have a
passion for education and human services
issues both from the personal and fiscal
perspectives. Like many other parents, I
have sought to give back to my commu-
nity serving as President of the PTA and
PTO organizations in Summit’s elemen-
tary, middle and high school. I know the
importance of working closely with oth-
ers to accomplish a common goal for the
betterment of a community.

I believe that we can make our state
more affordable by finding savings
through the elimination of inefficient pro-
grams rather than the imposition of new
or higher taxes.

We can make healthcare more afford-
able and accessible for families and se-
niors by unlocking the barriers to insur-

ance providers from out of state.
We can strengthen our economy by

restoring New Jersey’s “business friendly”
atmosphere, with a renewed commitment
to attracting industries that will bring
good paying jobs back to New Jersey.

We can create Affordable Housing
regulations that work to help New Jersey
citizens without crippling the state’s eco-
nomic development or further burdening
New Jersey’s property taxpayers.

We can and should honor the sacrifice
of our men and women in uniform by
offering incentives to continue their edu-
cation when they return from service.

As your Assemblywoman, I hope to
continue the strong tradition of honest
and dedicated public service that has dis-
tinguished all prior and current legislators
who represent the outstanding communi-
ties that comprise District 21, Senator
Tom Kean, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and my husband Dr. Eric Munoz. I care
deeply about the people of District 21;
listening to their concerns and building
solutions to the common problems we
face in order to pass on a safer, stronger,
and more affordable New Jersey to our
children.

Asw. Nancy Munoz
Summit

Charles Philhower Fellowship Award
Is Sponsored by Westfield Rotary Club

I was pleased to see the prominent
placement (front page lead story) in last
week’s Westfield Leader of your report-
ing on the Philhower Fellow Award rec-
ognizing excellence in teaching at the
elementary school level in Westfield.

Unfortunately, this is the second year
in a row that the Leader reporting has
omitted the identity of the organization
that created, sponsors and selects the re-
cipient of the annual fellowship – the
Westfield Rotary Club.

While the article’s focus is rightfully
on the recipient, and I applaud your deci-
sion to feature a story about the recogni-
tion of outstanding teaching, I cannot
understand the recurring decision to omit
reference to the Westfield Rotary in your
reporting.

It was also hard to miss mention of
Rotary’s integral involvement in the award
at the board of education meeting, read-
ing the press release, or even in the insti-
tutional memory of The Leader.

At its meeting referenced in your ar-
ticle, the board of education referred to
the recipient, Karen Geddis as the “Ro-
tary Club of Westfield 2009 Philhower
Fellow,” and read aloud its congratula-
tory resolution, which contained no fewer
than three references to Rotary. Further
the Rotary was mentioned five times in
the board of education press release.

Last year’s sin of omission in reporting
on the 2008 Philhower Fellow Award

generated a letter to the editor from a
fellow Rotarian, (and former president of
the Westfield Rotary club, and Past Dis-
trict Governor of Rotary), Dr. Michael
Hart. I cannot match Dr. Hart’s succinct
discussion of importance of the award
and its history and ties to the Rotary better
than he did in his letter last year, which I
excerpt below.

Thank you for placing the Philhower
Award on the front page of the paper last
week. This is a prestigious award for an
outstanding elementary school teacher,
and deserves such prominent placement.

My concern was that an oversight was
made in not mentioning that the award is
given by The Rotary Club of Westfield. It
is the Rotary Philhower Award.

The winner of the award is selected by
a Rotary committee, which includes the
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Margaret
Dolan. The award includes a grant award
from the Rotary Club of Westfield, along
with a certificate and public recognition.
The award is named after a notable
Rotarian, Dr. Charles A. Philhower. He
was President of the Rotary Club from
1929-30, and Rotary District Governor
from 1937-38. He was Superintendent of
Westfield Schools for many years, and
wrote a book about the history of
Westfield.

Neil Sullivan
Westfield

Mother’s Day Is Not the Time
For Organized Youth Sports

I remember a time in the not so distant
past when parents didn’t have to structure
“play dates” because children in the neigh-
borhood just went outside to play. There
were no try-outs for A teams and B teams
and traveling teams — and no pressure or
stress put upon seven, eight and nine-
year-old kids. But, I realize that times do
change, and we adapted to them while
raising our children here in Westfield.
We are a family that loves sports and
healthy competition.

However, I strongly believe that there
is a time and a place for organized sports
programs to be held, and Mother’s Day is
not one of them. Again this year, soccer
games were scheduled on Sunday. I was
not the only hostess who had to wait for
the sports schedule to be announced be-
fore setting the time for dinner. We unfor-
tunately had a 5:30 game, which forced a

hurried dinner to rush and get the child
and his parents out the door in time for the
game. A later dinner would have meant
that elderly visitors and great grandpar-
ents would have had to stay late, and
therefore they would have declined the
invitation. I also find it very interesting
that no games are scheduled for Father’s
Day.

There is so much talk of the value of
family time and sharing special, relaxing
days with relatives across the genera-
tions. Because there are only two named
holidays to celebrate the joys of being a
parent, grandparent and great grandpar-
ent, I sincerely hope that the coaches and
powers that be can give both mothers and
fathers the one day they have earned and
deserve, free from other obligations, so
that family ties can truly be celebrated.

Nancy Baton
Westfield

Recollections of WF
Budget Process

In response to recent concerns regard-
ing the Westfield municipal budget pro-
cess, I offer my recollections from my
five years on the Westfield Town Coun-
cil (1990-1994).

The municipal budget process was
conducted by the Finance Committee of
the Town Council, which operated as a
Committee of the Whole. Thus, the
mayor and all eight councilpersons were
expected to attend the budget meetings,
and normally did attend these meetings.
Budget meetings involved a great amount
of teamwork, and very little partisan
disagreement.

Because the budget meetings in-
volved the entire Town Council, the
meetings were sunshined in accordance
with the Open Public Meetings Act.
Members of the public were welcome
to attend the budget meetings. When
members of the public showed up, they
were not permitted to address the Town
Council during the meetings, but they
frequently expressed their concerns
prior to the meetings.

When I was first elected to the Town
Council, Jubb Corbet was the Finance
Committee chairman; later, James Gruba
was the Finance Committee chairman.
Both of these chairmen were highly
skilled in financial matters, and rendered
valuable service to the Town of
Westfield.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

SPF PAL Football and Cheerleading
Registration Slated for June 13

Registrations for Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL football and cheerleading
will be held on Saturday, June 6, and Saturday, June 13, from 9 a.m. through
12 p.m. at the Scotch Plains police station. Application forms will be
available during those two registration days. Forms can also be obtained
by going to the website SPFPAl.com.

Once completed, those forms can be dropped off during the two
registration days. Signups will also be accepted those days for the SPF PAL
football camp that will be held June 29 and 30 and July 1 and 2 at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Those forms can also be obtained by going
to SPFPAL.com. SPF PAL apparel will also be on sale during registration
days at the police station.
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