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We insure all drivers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Martin Sweeney, Louvon Powell
and Marcus Green stepped up at the
right time to earn the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys track
team the Watchung Conference team
title at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on May 8 and 11. The Raiders totaled
101.5 to edge Plainfield with a 94
total and Westfield with 81 points.

The Raiders held the lead after the
first day with a total of 49, eight
points ahead of Plainfield, while the
Blue Devils were tied for fifth with
Kearny with 21 points.

After being the anchor on relays
most of the season, Sweeney finally
got the opportunity to prove his tough-
ness when he crossed first in the 1,600
meters with a personal-best 4:24.44.
For the first two laps, Sweeney tailed
a few steps behind Kearny’s Brian
Mendez and Blue Devil Ryan
Scrudato. The trio stepped up the
pace in the final two laps but Scrudato
put on a big kick at the end to finish
second with a personal-record (PR)
time of 4:25.69. Raiders Alex Parker
finished fourth at 4:34.7 and Brandon
Wheeler crossed sixth at 4:37.42.

“I didn’t want to lead starting off. I
wanted to sit back in the pack first for
about half the race. I wanted to go
about two laps to go and it just played
out that way. It worked in my favor.
Brian and I started moving up for the
third lap and we just kept it through.
We split like 2:14 for the first 800
then I closed in 2:10, so I’m pretty
happy,” Sweeney said.

“We went out with a slow pace,
about 66 (seconds). We wanted to
pick up the pace a little bit. So I took
it and so did Brian and Martin. Obvi-
ously you race to win but it’s a PR, so
it’s still good,” Scrudato said. “Three
hundred (meters) to go and I couldn’t
get him but, at least, I got Kearny.”

“He has a great kick. I’m not much
of a kicker myself. I can’t close races
like he can, so that’s why I have to go
in the middle of the race and just gut
it out,” Sweeney said of Scrudato.

The same trio took 1-2-3 in the
3,200 meters on May 11 with Sweeney
crossing first at 9:37.91, Scrudato
putting on a huge kick to cross second
at 9:40.92 and Mendez finishing third
at 9:48.7 followed by Raider Alex
Parker at 9:59.63 and Blue Devils
Mike Kelley at 10:01.08 and Andrew
Kirna at 10:02.47.

“I wanted to get out a little faster
because I knew that Ryan and Mendez
can close. By the time I hit the mile,
I decided that it was time to pick up
the pace. It worked out pretty well,”
Sweeney said.

“Before the race, my deal was to go
out with Martin and Brian, and try to
keep up with them as long as I could.
About the sixth lap, Martin started
pulling away. That last 200 I found a
little adrenalin,” Scrudato said.

Green grabbed top honors in the
javelin with a toss of 163’1” followed
by teammate Frank Mellana at 150’7”.
Raider Ryan Brown placed fourth
with a toss of 136’7”. On the final
day, Powell won the high jump with a
height of 5’10 followed by Blue Dev-

ils Jordan Johnson and Tim Esposito
at the same height. Powell also placed
second in the triple jump with a dis-
tance of 42’9.75”. Raider Mike Burke
took fourth at 39’11.75 and Blue Devil
Connor Shields took fifth at 38’2.5”.
Plainfield’s Isaiah Gill broke the 2001

SWEENEY WINS 1600M, 3200M; GREEN WINS JAVELIN, POWELL WINS HIGH JUMP, FISHMAN WINS POLE VAULT

SPF Raider Boys Edge Plainfield for Final WC Track Crown
record of 47.8 in the 400 meters set by
Raider Ray Williams by crossing in a
time of 47.64.

Blue Devil David Fishman, Raider
Alex Carow and Blue Devil Tim
Woods placed 1-2-3, respectively, in
the pole vault each with a height of 12

feet. Blue Devil Henry Zhang took
fourth at 11 feet followed by Raiders
John Domanski at 10’6” and Zack
Carow at 10 feet.

The shot put event had several boys
vying for the top spot. In the end,
Union’s George Osti edged Blue Devil

Tyler Mace with respective pushes of
45’9” and 45’5”. Raiders Matt
McQuoid and Dave Kreps were close
behind with respective shoves of
45’3.5 and 44’10.25”. McQuoid also
placed third in the discus with a toss
of 118’0”.

Blue Devil Ricardo Johnson placed
fourth in the long jump with a leap of
20’4.5”, Raider Lamar Parks finished
fifth in the 110-hurdles with a time of
15.69 and Blue Devil Jhakyse Will-
iams crossed sixth in the 100 meters
with a time of 11.2. Blue Devils Josh
Einbinder at 1:58.2, Kevin Ramos at
1:59.9 and Tyler Cusick at 2:00.33
placed 3-4-6 in the 800 and Brian
Henry placed fifth in the 400-hurdles
at 59.18. Westfield placed third in the
4x400 with a time of 3:26.7.

BOYS TEAM TOTALS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 101.5,

2. Plainfield (P) 94, 3. Westfield (W) 81,
4. Union (U) 76, 5. Irvington (I) 46, 6.
Kearny (K) 42, 7. Elizabeth (E) 19.5, 8.
Newark East Side (N) 14, 9. Linden (L)
12, 10. Shabazz (MX) 10

BOYS EVENT WINNERS:
100: Daniel Woods (Plainfield) 10.94
200: Isaiah Gill (P) 21.7
400: Gill (P) 47.64 meet record. Previ-
ous record 47.8 Ray Williams (S) 2001
800: Jon Jackson (U) 1:54.78
1,600: Sweeney (S) 4:24.44
3,200: Sweeney (S) 9:37.91
110H: Evan Baytops (I) 14.42
400H: Gill (P) 54.21
High Jump: Powell (S) 5’10”
Long Jump: Matt Simmons (N) 21’2.5”
Pole Vault: Fishman (W) 12’0”
Shot Put: George Osti (U) 45’9”
Discus: Osti (U) 129’7”
Javelin: Green (S) 163’1”
4x400: P (Dan Woods, Gill, Dominique
Blackmon, Tristan Simms) 3:23.44

UCRFC Rugby Teams Have
Another Successful Weekend

With many A-side players resting for
the upcoming trip to the USA Rugby
National Championships, the UCRFC
U19 boys B-side represented the club
in the Long Island Rugby Mothers Day
Tournament. The Bs had a good out
going 2-1 and finished third.

In their first match, the UCRFC
beat Xavier “B”, 7-5. Drew Bergin
scored the lone try and Joe Brady
made the conversion in the win. This
was a significant victory as Xavier
had beaten the B-side 52-5 earlier in
the season. In their second match, the
UCRFC side held on for a 12-7 vic-
tory over Morris “A”. Mitch Young
and Pat Taranto each had a try and Joe
Brady made one conversion. In the
semifinal, UCRFC fell to a good
Delbarton Academy A-side, 10-0.
Playing their third match on the day
with a squad on only 17 players, the
UCRFC side showed signs of fatigue

and Delbarton was able to capitalize
on this for a well-deserved win

The UCRFC U19 girls were also in
action at the Long Island Tournament
going 1-1 and finishing second in the
event. The UCRFC girls beat Montauk
U19 girls, 12-7, as Ashley Romans
and Julia Watkins scored trys and
Amelia Morabito made one conver-
sion. The girls dropped a tough match
to East Islip, 10-0. The tournament
marked the end of the season for the
girls, who had their best year ever.
The U19 girls finished second in the
METNY league and sixth in their
first trip to the Northeast playoffs.

In U15 action, the UCRFC U15
boys again ran over Parsippany U15s,
53-0. Geoff Scognamiglio scored
three trys, with Ryan Dobbs, Brian
Mooney and Jake Rabadeau each
scoring two trys. Ryne Morrison had
four conversions.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING TO MAKE A BREAK OUT FROM THE PACK…Raider Martin Sweeney, center, has a slight lead in a tight
pack with Kearny’s Brian Mendez, left, and Blue Devil Ryan Scrudato, right, in the 3,200 meter race. Sweeney crossed first,
Scrudato crossed second and Mendez finished third.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT HIS ALL…Blue Devil Ricardo Johnson’s leap of 20’4.5” was good
enough for fourth place in the long jump.
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THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/17  1-5PM OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/17  1-5PM

CENTER HALL COLONIAL
COLONIAL

THE NEW “OLD” HOUSE YOU`RE LOOKING FOR!

$2,755,000

$674,000 $1,750,000

$649,000
$1,895,000

$985,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

This distinctive classic Colonial style home boasts the very best of old world charm combined
with tasteful quality upgrades and amenities. Set on a spectacular 71x176 property on a
tranquil tree lined street yet just moments from picturesque downtown Westfield and NY
transportation. The sunlit spacious floor plan offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with a wood burning fireplace, Den, beautifully finished basement and
screened porch. Additional amenities include central air, newer roof, windows, furnace and
siding. Directions: S Chestnut to Benson to Harding #739. MLS # 2639360

Extraordinary Caldora constructed luxury colonial home, situated on a private lane in
Wychwood. This home has 11 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 4 marble baths, 3 fireplaces, butlers
pantry with sink and wine cooler, kitchen with two subzero appliances, two dishwashers and
a 48" range. A grand staircase leads to bridge overlooking great room. Triple trey ceiling w/
crown molding in dining room and coffered trey ceiling in Master bedroom. Master suite
includes California closets and a Jacuzzi tub. Directions: E Broad St to Wychwood Rd to
Gallowae to Scudder to Dorset Hill Rd #6. MLS # 2574043

This distinctive Center Hall Colonial home reflects the owners‘ special attention to detail with
outstanding quality throughout the home. This very special 3 Bedroom home features:
hardwood floors on the first level, custom cabinetry in the kitchen, Formal Dining Room with
a view of the beautiful landscaped property, gracious Living Room with a fireplace, cozy Den,
Master Bedroom with a magnificent custom bathroom, plenty of closet space throughout, an
expansive Family Room for spending quality time with family viewing a big screen TV or as
a playroom for the children. All close to picturesque Watchung Reservation & Trailside Center
and just minutes away from major highways, bus stop, trains to NYC, shops, malls and the
finest dining restaurants that this wonderful community has to offer. MLS # 2573520

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4,000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano is located in the heart of WestfieldR17;s desirable “Indian ForestR21;. Offering 5
Bedrooms, 4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding
amenities include: exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized
chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining
Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens
to the Great Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious
Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the
Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2543144

This classic 5 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial, built in 1920 and set just off historic Boulevard,
retains all the period architectural detailing of high ceilings, arched entry, characteristic
moldings, oversized wood burning fireplace and large rooms. Incredibly light & bright
throughout, the extensive updates include great room addition with cathedral ceiling, skylight,
additional fireplace, updated kitchen & 3 renovated baths (including the master bath), and
finished basement. The groomed .3 acre backyard hosts frequent picnics & croquet matches.
Located within .5 miles of the train station, all the conveniences of downtown Westfield are
just moments away. Recently painted, inside and out, this home is in absolute move-in
condition. MLS # 2678961

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


