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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Has ‘Lefty’ Past,
But Not This Year

If you watch a WHS baseball game
this spring, you’ll notice the steady stream
of left-handed batters coming to the plate
– Dan Kerr, Matt Isabella, Mike Clark,
Mike Lessner and Max Fusaro. It’s al-
most every other batter. Oddly, when
those players go out to the field, they all
wear a glove on their left hand – making
them right-handed fielders.

And the entire pitching staff – Chris
Jenkins, Kyle Hayden, Aiden Scanlon,
Rob Anderson, Phil Russo, Jake Fox
and Greg Mucci – are all righties.

The lone left-handed glove on the
team belongs to backup outfielder James
Hughes.

This, of course, got me to thinking …
about left-handed pitchers at WHS. There
haven’t been that many over the years, but

there have been some great ones.
I never saw Bob List (’55) pitch, but

the big guy still holds the school record
for strikeouts in a season (147 in 86
innings) and was good enough to play in
the St. Louis Cardinals’ minor league
system.

(In fact, while doing some research in
the Leader’s online archives, I found a
1952 Roosevelt Junior High School
game against Rahway where List pitched
a one-hitter, struck out 17 – in seven
innings – and drove in 11 runs with two
singles, a triple and two home runs. And
as a freshman in college at Cornell, he
struck out 20 batters in his first game.)

Here’s a list (hopefully not missing
anybody and compiled with the help of
Mr. Memory, Chick Miller, ’44) of the
southpaws who have pitched for WHS
since the 1930s:

’30s: Paul Satterwaite (’36);
’40s: Tom Brotherton (’42), Cliff Bull

(’44);

’50s: Bob List (’55);
’60s: Pat Kennedy (’62), Dennis

Burke (’64), Bill Dlouhy (’65), John
Bednarz (’68), Bob Thiel ’69); ’70s:
Skeeter MacCloskey (’70), Steve
Tebbetts (’72), Chip Danker (’73), Kurt
Stock (’78); ’80s: Matt Clarke (’82),
Rod Yatcilla (’82), Dave Lavender (’87),
Chuck Mueller (’87), Kevin Stock (’88);

’90s: John Rassa (’91), Adam
Yannuzzi (’93), Brian Ciemniecki (’96),
Dan Garry (’96), Greg Freisen (’98);

’00s: Nick Geissler (’01), John Boyd
(’04), Craig Ellis (’06).

Ironically, there have been 20 no-
hitters thrown in WHS’s 100-plus years
of baseball, and six of them have been
by lefties. Here they are, with year and
opponent:

List (2): 1955 vs. Cranford and Union,
Burke: 1963 vs. Thomas Jefferson,
MacCloskey: 1970 vs. Roselle Catho-

lic,
Rassa: 1991 vs. Plainfield,
Freisen: 1998 vs. Shabazz (five-in-

ning perfect game).
And WHS has won 12 Union County

Tournament titles, three of them were
with left-handers starting on the mound:

’87: Righty Clint Factor was the win-
ner in relief of lefties Dave Lavender
and Kevin Stock as WHS beat Elizabeth
13-12 in eight innings.

’96: Ciemniecki pitched all four UCT
wins in ’96, over Roselle Catholic (10-
3), Summit (8-0), Union (4-2) and Gov.
Livingston (7-0) in the final.

’06: Ellis shut out Roselle Catholic 9-
0 in the final.

BASEBALL UPDATE
This Saturday, 2 p.m. at Elizabeth’s

Williams Field, WHS and SP-F will
meet in the championship game of the
Union County Tournament. While ev-
ery game between the schools is a big
one, this is one of the two biggest in the
history of the rivalry; the other was the
1977 North 2 Group 4 final.

Amazingly, WHS and SP-F have only
met seven previous times in the previ-
ous 55 years of the county tournament;
WHS winning in 1955, ’68, ’77, ’83 and
’87, and SP-F coming out on top in 1976
and 2000. But none of those games were
in the final.

The only meeting in the state baseball
tournament was 32 years ago, with SP-
F and Ed Reilly pulling out a 2-1 vic-
tory. WHS and pitcher K.C. Knobloch
had beaten Reilly twice – once in the
regular season, once in the county tour-
nament (SP-F won the other regular-
season game behind unbeaten Ed
Ganczewski).

WHS took a 1-0 lead in the third
inning when Joe Della Badia reached on
a fielder’s choice, stole second, went to
third on a groundout and scored on
Owen Brand’s two-out, two-strike
single. But the Raiders got two in the
fourth. Reilly led off with a triple and
scored on Frank Carlino’s single. Henry
Janssen then singled off Knobloch’s leg,
with Carlino reaching third. WHS coach
Pete Lima replaced Knobloch with third
baseman Frank Mirkow. But that move
backfired when Mirkow attempted to
pick Janssen off first and threw wildly,
allowing Carlino to score. Knobloch
returned in the fifth and pitched two
shutout innings, but Reilly shut the door
on the Devils.

To make things worse (if that’s pos-
sible), WHS ended the ’77 season with
a 6-1 loss to New Providence in the
UCT final.

THIS AND THAT
Weather permitting, the WHS tennis

team should be playing in the sectional
semifinals today, and most likely will be
playing on Monday in the sectional fi-
nals against either Ridge or Bridgewater-
Raritan. The state group tournament
will be a week from today at Mercer
County Park, West Windsor, where WHS
should be playing against the likes of
either Lenape or Cherry Hill East in the
semifinal and either Ridgewood or West
Windsor-Plainsboro South in the final. I
know you can’t look past anybody, but
it’s very difficult to imagine WHS los-
ing if the guys show up to play. Having
won the last two titles should only make
them hungrier to win a 13th state Group
4 crown.

The WHS golf team will get another
shot at the rain-delayed Union County
championship when it is held May 26 at
Shackamaxon. Coach John Turnbull’s
lads are the defending county champi-
ons and will be seeking their 29th title,
sixth this decade.

The softball team came up shock-
ingly short Saturday night against Lin-
den in the UCT quarterfinals, losing 3-
1. It’s now 11 seasons since the ’98 team
won the last county softball title. Hope-
fully the girls will get it together for the
state tournament. The talent is definitely
there to achieve great things.

MEMORY LANE
Almost 23 years ago – Friday, May 16,

1986 to be exact – a fundraiser for PANDA
(Prevention of Alcohol, Narcotic and
Drug Abuse) was held at the Westfield
Armory, featuring a local band, the Fun-
damentals, and an appearance by the
legendary Otis Day and the Knights, of
“Animal House” fame.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Tom O’Brien (WHS, ’06) recently

finished up his junior year on the Min-
nesota gymnastics team. He qualified
for the NCAA championships in the
pommel horse and still rings. He is
currently ranked 17th in the country in
the former event. Tom has been elected
the20Gophers’ team captain for ’10.

Lauren Gelmetti (WHS, ’05) was 19-
0 with a 1.39 ERA for the 42-1 Tufts
softball team. She had a 46-7 career
record, third most wins in school his-
tory. The Jumbos will be playing in the
NCAA Tournament this weekend at
Montclair State.

Mike Murray (WHS, ’06) was hit-
ting .301 in 46 starts through Sunday
for the 21-27 Wake Forest baseball
team. He had 10 doubles, six homers
and 36 RBI, one behind the team lead-
ers. The junior catcher also had a .993
fielding percentage, with 32 assists and
just two errors.

Jay Anderson (WHS, ’06) hit .357 in
38 starts for the 24-14-1 Franklin and
Marshall baseball team. The junior des-
ignated hitter had a team-high 39 RBI.

Mike Cappiello (WHS, ’08) hit a
team-best .378 for the 17-25 Plymouth
State baseball team. The freshman first
baseman had 11 doubles, three triples,
four homers and 34 RBI.

JUST WONDERING …
Haven’t heard anything from the Rev.

Al Sharpton, so I guess he was down, I
mean, cool, with “comedian/actor”
Jamie Foxx’s recent rant on satellite
radio against Miley Cyrus. Hahahahaha.
Quite unlike the Rev’s reaction to Don
Imus’ comments two years ago about
the Rutger s women’s basketball team?
Hahahaha. Was Foxx’s apology enough?
Hahahaha. An apology wasn’t enough
to save Imus’ job, was it? Hahahaha. But
Foxx’s entourage at the station sure had
a one heckuva chuckle out of his slam of
the 16-year-old Cyrus, didn’t they?
Hahahaha. Imagine the uproar if Mike
Richards/Kramer said that about
Beyonce. Hahahaha.

BIRTHDAY UPDATE
It seems that Marilyn Chambers, Rich

(Dunker) Danks and Bettie Page aren’t
the only famous April 22 birthdays.
Half of the 1973 and ’74 backfield at
WHS – Glen Kehler and Jim Reid –
also share that birthday, along with
actor Buddy Ebsen and entertainer
Eddie Albert.

TWO FOR ONE
This week’s Leader includes a sec-

ond Devil’s Den, about the Leader and
Union County Standard archives back
to 1891 that are now available online.
Check it out on pages 40 and 41 of the
“This is Westfield” section.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub from

Al the Owner at Westfield Subs (261
South Avenue East, now open seven
days a week) is Dan Kerr. The sopho-
more first baseman had a two-run triple
and a solo home run in WHS’s 8-7 win
over Cranford in the UCT semifinals.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the school
year. Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Dan Kerr
Baseball

Westfield . . . Immediately available Washington School 4
BR 3 1/2 Bath colonial filled with space and light. Wonderful
newer kitchen and baths. Spacious family room, close to
town and NYC trans. Must see, offered at $865,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Direct: 908-233-5555 x239
Cell: 908-209-3370

houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 5/17 • 1-4pm

526 St. Marks Avenue

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Built in the early 1800s, this vintage Westfield Colonial em-
braces you with the best of old & new, blending antique 
charm with modern amenities. Highlights include a guest-
house, historically designated well house, spacious family 
room, updated kitchen, 1st floor laundry, 1.47 acres of prop-
erty  & a prestigious location. Price Upon Request 

                        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

                            908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                                    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

A sweeping front lawn, natural wood trim, box beam ceil-
ings & archways fill this distinguished Westfield home with 
an innate beauty. There is a new state-of-the-art kitchen 
with butler’s pantry & two new baths. The 1.43 acres of 
well-manicured property boasts an in-ground pool & mag-
nificent landscaping. Presented for $1,395,000. 

Spaciousness abounds in this sprawling Scotch Plains Ex-
panded Ranch boasting an updated kitchen that opens to the 
sunlit family room & spectacular backyard. The 1st floor 
master with updated bath, nice sized bedrooms, gracious 
formal rooms  and a fabulous rec room craft the ideal home 
for you and your family. Presented for $899,000.   

This classic Mountainside Colonial radiates with pure 
charm & comfort. The updated eat-in kitchen mingles with 
traditionally adorned formal rooms & lovely family spaces. 
The master bedroom with large walk-in closet & updated 
bath, sunroom, 1st floor office, low taxes & a picturesque 
property with patio welcome you. Presented for $995,000. 

Combining timeless details with modern conveniences, this 
Westfield Colonial charms you with a lovely front porch, an 
updated kitchen that opens to the family room, a fire lit liv-
ing room, master bedroom with updated bath  & a walk-up 
third floor. A rec room, delightful yard and private location 
enhance this alluring home. Presented for $699,000. 

Nestled near the top of the Mountainside hills surrounded by 
lush landscaping, this spacious home offers an updated 
kitchen that flows to the family room & sunroom, fabulous 
master suite with full bath, sitting area & “room-sized” 
closet and two & a half more baths. Other features include  
a rec room & a superb winter view. Presented for $795,000. 

Blue Devils Survive Scare, Nip
Cranford, 8-7, in UCT Semis
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He’s going to even be better when he
gets bigger and stronger. He has so
much fun out there, smiles from ear
to ear,” Head Coach Bob Brewster
said.

“I was seeing the ball well today. I
got my bat around and got some good
‘wood’ on it. I’m getting bigger and
feeling more confident as the season
is going on. It was a good team win
today,” Kerr said. “Our whole team is
hitting the ball. Everybody is seeing
it and getting a lot of hits.”

“He (Cougar pitcher Jim Knight)
threw a big looping curve ball. He
was getting everybody out with it
today. I tried to go opposite way and
I hit my best when I go opposite way.
It happened to carry out,” Granstrand
explained.

Jenkins got the first batter to ground
out in the seventh. He hit Wolena,
who advanced to second on a passed
ball, but Jenkins fanned the next bat-
ter for the second out. Finelli’s tough
grounder to third resulted in an over-
throw and Wolena scoring. Gaeta
singled and Finelli later scored on
another passed ball. Cook walked then
Greg Matlosz slapped a two-run
double to right to make the score 8-7.
Another throwing error put the go-
ahead run on first but Jenkins fanned

the final batter.
“All eight runs we needed! It was an

interesting game to say the least!
Cranford! They don’t give up. They
have won a lot of games in the last
three innings and they are extremely
well coached. They put their bat on the
ball and made things happen. They ran
the bases and we know that’s a short-
coming we have to be aware of. We’ve
got to stop people from running on us.
To beat Cranford is a feather in our
caps,” coach Brewster said.

“He made the pitches when he had
to. They scored eight runs and he is a
tough man to be able to score eight
runs on. They hit the ball over the
fence and they scored one more run
than us,” said coach McCaffrey.
Cranford 200 010 4 7
Westfield 012 104 x 8

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

WC Track & Field
SPF/Elizabeth Baseball

SPF/Union Catholic Baseball
Westfield/Cranford Baseball

Westfield/Linden Softball
Westfield/Millburn Girls Lax

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT THIRD BASE…Cougar Adam Finelli slides into third just
before Blue Devil Matt Isabella can make the tag.

Blue Devil Nine Boots
Farmers, 6-0, in UCT
Blue Devil junior Aiden Scanlon

boosted his record to 3-0 with a four-
hit shutout over 10th-seeded Union
to give the second-seeded Westfield
High School baseball team a 6-0 vic-
tory in the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield on
May 8.

Scanlon walked none and struck
out three. Mike Lessner went 2-for-3,
including a home run, with two RBI
and two runs scored. Dave Babetski
had an RBI single and a double and
Matt Isabella had a two-run single.


