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To Help Guide You Through Life Transitions

Financial Planning

Financial Life Planning Charles P. Weidman, CFP®

70 South Orange Avenue, Suite 245 Livingston, NJ  07039

Office:  973-533-0666
Email:  CWeidman@Financial-Focus.net
Website:  www.Financial-Focus.net

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc.,
Member FINRA/SIPC. Financial Focus, LLC is independently owned and operated.

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ Professional

We invite you to learn
what makes us unique.

Investment Management

NEW INDUCTEE…The Mountainside Rotary Club recently inducted Matthew
Morrow, right, branch manager of the Valley National Bank in Mountainside, as
its newest member. Club Secretary Dan Falcone, left, performed the induction
ceremony. Among its many Rotary activities, the Mountainside club provides
scholarships to graduating Governor Livingston High School seniors and Achieve-
ment Awards to graduates of Deerfield School in Mountainside. The club meets
each Monday at 12:15 p.m. for lunch at Famous Dave’s restaurant on Route 22
in Mountainside. To join, or for more details, call Mr. Falcone at (908) 789-1010.

Rabbi Nudell Is Recipient
Of Prestigious USCJ Award
SCOTCH PLAINS – Rabbi George

Nudell of Congregation Beth Israel
in Scotch Plains recently received the
most prestigious rabbinical award of
the New Jersey Region of the United
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
(USCJ).

Rabbi Nudell was honored with the
organization’s Keter Torah Rabbini-
cal Leadership Award, which was
presented at the region’s fifth annual
Medinat HaGan Awards Reception
and Celebration on April 29 at Temple

Beth Ahm Yisrael in Springfield.
“About five years ago, our local

New Jersey Region of United Syna-
gogue held the first Medinat HaGan
(Garden State) event to honor rabbis,
educators and lay people for the work
they do for local synagogues,” said
Rabbi Nudell.

“Few of us realize how vital the
work of the United Synagogue is, and
this event highlights some of the pro-
grams and professional work done by
United Synagogue on behalf of our
movement. I am proud to be this
year’s recipient of the Keter Torah
Award, and I congratulate my fellow
honorees,” he added.

Lisa Harris Glass, executive direc-
tor of the regional organization, noted
that Rabbi Nudell is the fifth rabbi
ever to receive the Keter Torah Rab-
binical Leadership Award.

Rabbi Nudell has been the spiritual
leader of Congregation Beth Israel
since 1982 and has been a member of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministe-
rial Association for 26 years.

“Rabbi Nudell has provided the
foundation for the growth and contin-
ued vibrancy of Congregation Beth
Israel for more than 25 years. I know
that I speak for our entire congrega-
tion in expressing how fortunate we
have been and continue to be to have
him as our religious leader and
teacher, and we congratulate him on
this richly deserved recognition,” said
Larry Sanders, president of Congre-
gation Beth Israel.

Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian conservative synagogue
serving the religious, cultural, social
and educational needs of congregants
from Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield and surrounding towns.

Museum to Celebrate Spring
At ‘Garden’ Event Sunday

WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to celebrate spring this Sun-
day, May 17, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum with its
presentation of “The Garden – A
Display of Flower Pots, Wooden
Flower Children and Garden Books.”

During the program, described as
ideal for adults and children alike,
Jean Groszmann will display a
cheerful assortment of garden col-
lectibles. They will include decora-
tive flower pots, watering cans and
other accessories; gardening books,
and wooden flower children – small
hand-painted figures, made in Ger-
many, of children holding a variety

of flowers.
Volunteers dressed in authentic

period attire will be available to guide
visitors through the Colonial era
farmhouse. In the museum’s Frazee
Building, members of the Cooking
Committee will demonstrate open-
hearth cooking and offer taste
samples to visitors. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of Colonial
toys, crafts, books and educational
materials, also will be open.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield. Admission is $2.50
for adults, $1 for students and free
for children under age 4.

Upcoming programs include
“Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale” on Satur-
day, May 23, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
“Toying with Time – 18th and 19th
Century Toys” on Sunday, May 31;
“Basket Weaving Demonstration”
on Sunday, June 7, and “Celebrate
Flag Day with Betsy Ross” on Sun-
day, June 14.

For more information, or to sched-
ule a tour at the museum, call (908)
232-1776 weekday mornings. The
museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

St. Paul’s Singer Is Winner
Of Orchestra Competition

Mr. Fernandez

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church Choir baritone John-Andrew
Fernandez recently sang his way to the
top in The Philadelphia Orchestra’s
2009 Greenfield Com-
petition.

Mr. Fernandez was
one of six Greenfield
Competition winners
out of hundreds of clas-
sical musicians, both
vocal and instrumental.
He was the contest’s
only male vocal award
recipient this year.

Established by the
Albert M. Greenfield
Foundation, the com-
petition aids young
musicians and gives
them the opportunity to
make their debut with the Philadel-
phia Orchestra. Winners also receive
a cash prize.

Each year, between 500 and 1,000
young classical musicians are heard in
several divisions – junior, senior and
vocal – by a panel of judges consisting
of conductors and distinguished musi-
cians from the Philadelphia area.

Mr. Fernandez said “the contest’s
preliminary round lasts for several

days. A week later, the finalists com-
pete in Verizon Hall at the Kimmel
Center in Philadelphia in front of an
audience, presided over by a different

panel of judges. While
the musicians are heard
in their respective divi-
sions, they are still com-
peting against all partici-
pants and are judged not
within their divisions, but
for their overall musical
performance.”

In the final round, Mr.
Fernandez sang three
winning selections:
“Tanzlied des Pierrot”
from Korngold’s opera
Die tote Stadt; “Questo
amor” from Puccini’s
opera Edgar, and “For the

Mountains Shall Depart” from
Mendelssohn’s oratorio Elijah.

Mr. Fernandez is a graduate of
Westminster Choir College in Princeton,
where he earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Music and a Master of Music
degree in Vocal Performance and Peda-
gogy. His goal is “to build an interna-
tional opera career.”

A New Brunswick resident, Mr.
Fernandez will sing with the St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church Choir at its annual
Spring Concert on Sunday, May 31,
at 7 p.m. at the church, located at 414
East Broad Street in Westfield. The
public is invited to attend. This year’s
concert theme is “Hymns of Faith and
Canticles of Praise.” For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-8506.

HONORED…Rabbi George Nudell of
Congregation Beth Israel is presented
with the Keter Torah Rabbinical Lead-
ership Award April 29 by Faye
Bodenstein, vice-president of United
Synagogue-NJ region and also a past
president of the congregation.

Nature Club to Visit
Duke Park Saturday
AREA – The Greater Watchung Na-

ture Club has announced that Joyce Payeur
will lead a bird walk this Saturday, May
16, through Duke Island Park, located in
Bridgewater Township.

Duke Island Park is a sanctuary for
many of the plants and animals that are
characteristic of the region. Persons in-
terested in carpooling are to meet at 6:45
a.m. at the parking lot on the south side of
the Fanwood train station. Alternately,
individuals may meet at 7:30 a.m. at The
Visitors Center/main parking area.

The directions to the park are: Follow
Route 22 to Routes 202/206 South; at the
first traffic light make a right onto
Somerset Street toward Raritan; follow
for about two miles (road name will change
to Old York Road). Duke Island Park will
be on the left.

The last of four of the Greater Watchung
Nature Club’s early Sunday walks during
the height of migration will take place this
Sunday, May 17, at Seeley’s Pond in the
Watchung Reservation. The group will
meet at 7 a.m. at the intersection of Valley
Road and New Providence Road; the en-
trance is on Valley Road.

These walks are designed for beginner
and expert birders alike. Participants will
look at migrants beginning at 7 a.m. and
have coffee, eggs and bacon at 9 a.m., all
for $3. Clare Minick coordinates these
local park tours. Interested persons are
asked to call her at (908) 518-0199.

The Greater Watchung Nature Club is
dedicated to promoting fellowship among
those who share an appreciation of the
natural world. Annual dues are $12 for an
individual, $17 for a couple/family and
$4 for students. The public is welcome.

St. John’s to Celebrate
Centennial on Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church will celebrate its 100th
anniversary this Sunday, May 17,
during the 10 a.m. worship service.
The history of the church dates from
1909 until the present, where the
Reverend Kelmo C. Porter has con-
tinued the spiritual leadership. The
Reverend Jerry Carter from the Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Morristown
will be the guest speaker.

At 6 p.m., the “Centennial Black Tie
Banquet” will be held at The Pines
Manor in Edison. The ticket donation
is $100 per person. For tickets, call
(908) 232-6972 or (908) 889-4157.

Reverend Carter also will conduct
St. John’s Spring Revival, which will
be held Tuesday through Thursday,
May 19 to 21, starting at 7:30 p.m.
each evening. The church is located
at 2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch
Plains. All are invited. For more in-
formation, call the church at (908)
232-6972.

A weight loss event that can 
transform your life — June 6th.

Learn more about 
surgical weight-loss 
options. And hear 
Khaliah Ali’s story.

8:00 am – Registration and breakfast

8:45 am – “How weight loss surgery works”
Muhammad Feteiha, MD, FACS
Medical Director Minimally Invasive Surgery

“The risks and benefits of weight loss surgery”
Ajay Goyal, MD, FACS
Medical Director Bariatric Surgery

9:45 am – “My moment of truth”
Khaliah Ali, daughter of boxing legend Muhammad Ali, lost over 
150 lbs. with gastric banding surgery.

10:45 am – Q & A

11:15 am – Health screenings/vendors

Presented by The Metabolic Medicine and 
Weight Control Center at Overlook Hospital.
The Hilton at Short Hills
41 John F. Kennedy Parkway, Short Hills, NJ

Pre-registration required. Call 888-355-2029.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday til’ 9 • Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623 

Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes • French Heritage

SHOP OUR GALLERIES FOR HUGE SAVINGS ON NEW ORDERS TOO
STICKLEY, SHIFMAN, DIMES, LEATHER AND FRENCH HERITAGE

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

64th ANNUAL MEMORIAL CLEARANCE SALE
TENT SALE - SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS - SAVE 35-70%

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING - $1500 STORE GIFT CERTIFICATE!
SHIFMAN BEDDING LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR on the Entire Collection

FIRST EVER HENKEL HARRIS TRUCKLOAD EVENT!
OVER 50% OFF

TRUCKLOAD
SPECIALS

OVER 50% OFF
TRUCKLOAD

SPECIALS

Library to Host Event
On ‘Green’ Products
SCOTCH PLAINS – The public

is invited to the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library on Wednesday, May 20,
at 7 p.m. for a program that will
address some of the challenges and
rewards of using non-toxic clean-
ing products.

Professional green cleaner Jennifer
Mortarulo will share her experiences
and tips for getting the most from her
favorites, from scouring cleansers to
degreasers. Peter Santos, president of
MyLittleEarth.org, will speak about
going green and outline his
organization’s Green Living Strategy.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. Pre-registration
is highly recommended, as space is
limited. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. For further
information, to register or get direc-
tions, call the library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

Local Seniors Invited
To Enter Art Show

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of the
Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Advisory
Committee hope that talented seniors in
the township will enter the Union County
Senior Art Show. Entrants can submit
any work of art completed within the last
three years in the amateur category.

All entries should be made on the offi-
cial application form, which must be ob-
tained from the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at (908)
558-2550. Entries must be submitted by
Monday, May 25. The committee sug-
gests that if artists do not wish to enter
their work in the county show, that they
have the Scotch Plains Public Library
arrange an exhibit noting that all artwork
is by local senior citizens. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-2084.

Temple Sisterhood
To Install Officers

CRANFORD – Installation of officers
for the Sisterhood of Temple Beth El
Mekor Chayim will be held on Tuesday,
May 19, at 8 p.m. at the temple, located at
338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

The following officers for the coming
year will be installed: President, Donna
Rubin; membership vice presidents, Greta
Polonitza and Mollie Sperling; program-
ming vice presidents, Karen Platt and Jill
Schulz; fundraising vice president, Laurie
Steinbach; treasurer, Liela Bernstein; fi-
nancial secretaries, Gail Salomon and
Sidney Solomon; corresponding secre-
tary, Joan Finkelstein, and recording sec-
retary, Sandra Sussman. Libby Lulinski
will be the installing officer.

In addition to the installation, the pro-
gram will include making one’s own sun-
daes and refreshments selected by the
hospitality chairpersons, Joan Finkelstein
and Sandra Sussman.

President Donna Rubin will preside at
a short business meeting.

The Judaica Shop, chaired by Laurie
Steinbach, will be open for business. For
further information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during business hours.


