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CONGRATULATIONS...Karen Geddis, a first-grade Washington Elementary
School teacher, is recognized last week by the Rotary Club of Westfield with the
2009 Charles Philhower Fellowship Award for her outstanding contribution to
education. Pictured, from left to right, are: Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, Mrs. Geddis and Mark Elsasser, Rotary president and director
of the Westfield Area “Y.”

Michael J. Pollack for  The Westfield Leader
GETTING H1N1 UPDATE... Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield), center,
learns more about the H1N1 virus during a Monday press conference in Westfield.
Looking on are Union County Manager George Devanney, left, Union County
Police Chief Daniel Vaniska, in back, and Westfield Leader editor Paul  Peyton.

WF BOA Rejects a Second
Kitchen in Fairhill Rd. Home

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its monthly
meeting, the town’s zoning board of
adjustment (BOA) unanimously ap-
proved six out of seven applications
on Monday evening. The BOA car-
ried over an additional four applica-
tion requests to its next meeting.

The only application denied was
from Robert Lutey and Yvonne Lu
(not present at the meeting) of 11
Fairhill Road. Mr. Lutey’s applica-
tion asked for “permission to retain a
lower-level kitchen, in a home being
renovated to include among other
changes, a new first-floor kitchen,”
according to the agenda.

Mr. Lutey would like to use the
second kitchen for events in his back-
yard patio area as well as for the
caregiver of a visiting elderly family
member to prepare meals. With two
kitchens in the dwelling, the house
would be considered a two-family
dwelling, which is in violation of the
land use ordinance in that particular
neighborhood in Westfield.

Vincent Loughlin, BOA attorney,
advised the board “[a second kitchen]
fits the definition of a two-family
dwelling. The board should not be
concerned with the personal uses of
the current owner.”

Mr. Lutey asked if the BOA would
approve his application if the new
second kitchen did not include an
oven. Mr. Loughlin said that neither
he nor the BOA were permitted to
advise Mr. Lutey about his applica-
tion. After Mr. Lutey’s remarks, four
of his neighbors spoke to the BOA, all
in opposition to his application.

John O’Brien of 23 Fairhill Road
said, “We’re (he and his wife, Phyllis)
here in opposition to the ordinance. I
studied the issue. There is no reason

for the BOA to grant the variance.
There is no hardship. The character of
the neighborhood is of single-family
residences in the Brightwood sec-
tion. There are two separate entrances
that I’ve used when visiting the prior
owner. There is a potential for a two-
family residence.”

Mrs. Jacalyn Yudd of 12 Fairhill
Road said, “I worry a future owner
will make it a two-family unit and
turn it into a rental. Her husband said,
“I agree with everything the board
attorney has said.”

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel responded that, “It’s as
close to a two-family house as we’ve
ever seen.”

After a 20-minute break, the BOA
reconvened to hear Joseph
Barmakian’s application to renovate
the carriage house at his 258 East
Dudley Avenue property. The pur-
pose of the renovation is to restore the
carriage house to its original quality,
while providing a modern heating
system so the space may be used as an
exercise room. In addition, the drive-
way is being replaced with porous
pavers that can hold the weight of a
fire truck but yet can still grow grass,
according to the project’s architect.

“What’s being requested is to return
heat as it was originally. Carriage houses
are an important architectural element
to the neighborhood. It is not irrespon-
sible for the owner to restore it. I like the
idea of grass pavers that provide more
utility than gravel. I think it is a good
solution. I wish more applicants would
use it,” said Mr. Heinbokel during the
board’s remarks on the application.

The application was approved with
a deed restriction. The next meeting
of the BOA is scheduled for June 8 at
7:30 p.m. in the council chambers at
425 East Broad Street.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CROSS-TOWN MATCHUP...This Saturday, starting at 2 p.m. at Elizabeth’s Williams Field, Westfield (WHS) and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) High School baseball teams will meet in the championship game of the Union County Tournament. Amazingly,
WHS and SP-F have only met seven previous times in the 55 years of the county tournament; WHS winning in 1955, ’68, ’77, ’83
and ’87, and SP-F coming out on top in 1976 and 2000. But none of those games were in the final. See story on page 13.

Public Works Comm. Submits
$1.9 Million Capital Budget

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On a night in which
the council heard predictions that the
worst of the recession is over, the
Public Works Committee, Tuesday,
unveiled a $1.46-million Capital Im-
provement Program budget summary,
which was submitted to the Finance
Policy Committee for approval.

Last year, the town operated with a
nominal capital budget of more than
$100,000, which was earmarked for
quiet-zone improvements at the
Rahway Avenue grade crossing and
an aid-funded Westfield Avenue road
project.

In 2009, a total estimated expendi-
ture of $1.9 million in capital im-
provements was offset by $467,000

in aid, Public Works Committee
Chairwoman JoAnn Neylan outlined.

Ms. Neylan said that while her
committee’s proposal had to be “fis-
cally sound and prudent, we also have
to maintain our town.”

The $1.46-million proposal in-
cludes $670,000 in various road im-
provements and $350,000 in miscel-
laneous sectional paving. Ms. Neylan
said the annual list of roads in need of
repair was deferred from 2008 to this
year.

Separately, the town has submitted
a 2010 road list to the New Jersey
Transportation Trust Fund Authority,
the stated mission of which is to fi-
nance the cost of reconstruction and
repair of the state’s transportation
system.

The town regularly applies for,
and receives, between $150,000 and
$200,000 in assistance through the
trust fund. This year, the town re-
ceived $175,000, which will fund
improvements to Willow Grove
Road.

A municipality can name three
streets, and typically, it will receive
assistance with one project. The town
named Boulevard (from South Av-
enue to Grove Street), Barchester Way
(entire street) and North Euclid Av-
enue (from East Broad Street to
Mountain Avenue) on its 2010 list.
When asked, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said Summit and Woodland
Avenues are “next in the queue.”

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca and
Third Ward Councilman David Haas
explained to The Westfield Leader
following the meeting that the pro-
posal, as currently constituted, should
still allow the town to pay back
roughly $700,000 of principal on its
long-term debt, which stands at about
$17 million.

Also under Ms. Neylan’s report,
she said the town’s sidewalk-replace-
ment program may experience a new
wrinkle. The 2009 capital budget pro-
posal Ms. Neylan submitted features
a $140,000 total charge for sidewalk
replacement; this item, however, is
not budgeted for because it is com-
pletely user-funded.

The program, which formerly called
for residents and the town to split the
cost, changed last year. Now, inter-
ested residents pick up the full tab.

Ms. Neylan said that, moving for-
ward, the committee is considering
charging an application fee to resi-
dents who want to make use of the
program.

“It will fund the administration of
the request,” said Ms. Neylan, who
noted residents “still benefit from the
town going out to bid on the project.”

Mr. Haas said if a surcharge is
eventually enacted, it should not be
considered an additional fee, he rea-
soned, because residents who would
choose to replace sidewalks privately
would still be subject to an applica-
tion fee to cover the cost of assess-
ment.

In economic matters, though un-
employment hovers at 9 percent na-
tionally, and 500,000 jobs were lost
last month, Finance Chairman Sal
Caruana said the country is 90 days
away from “visible” signs of recov-
ery. He also made another prognosti-
cation – that in six months, the coun-
try would experience a surprisingly
strong Christmas shopping season.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

MS BOE Cuts Seven Teacher
Aides From School District

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Approxi-
mately seven support staff members
will be cut from the Mountainside
school district, effective June 30,
2009. “Every child that needs an aide
according to his or her IEP will have
one,” said Mountainside Board of
Education (BOE) President Mary
Beth Schaumberg during the board’s
meeting Tuesday evening.

Before personnel items were voted
on by the BOE, member Carmine
Venes said, “I noticed we’re eliminat-
ing a lot of teacher aides.”

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Jeanette Baubles told The Westfield
Leader that during the past few
months, she has spoken with Execu-
tive County Superintendent Carmen
Centuolo regarding the ratio of spe-
cial needs students to teacher aides.
“We’re over by six special education
aides. We have some aides in place
that will no longer [at the end of the
current school year] be Individual
Educational Plan (IEP) driven. We
have some students moving along, so
it won’t be necessary to have these
folks in place,” said Ms. Baubles.

Ms. Baubles told The Leader that
last week Rice notices, as required by
the state Sunshine Laws allowing
personnel to have a public hearing
regarding position termination, were
given to those support staff members
affected.

The board’s motion to approve the
18 personnel items passed unani-
mously.

Prior to announcing the layoffs, the
BOE discussed issues related to re-

sults, as summarized by Ms. Baubles,
from the district’s Quality Single
Accountability Continuum (QSAC)
report issued by the state Commis-
sioner of Education (COE).

The district was required to com-
plete a District Performance Review
(DPR), which is a self-evaluation by
a team of people from the school
district that compiles data in five ar-
eas and weighs the results of the
district’s performance against state
standards. The results were: Opera-
tions Management (84 percent), In-
struction and Program (95 percent),
Governance (95 percent), Fiscal Man-
agement (98 percent) and Personnel
(95 percent).

“We were designated as a ‘high
performing school,’” said Ms.
Baubles.

BOE member Jorge Batista asked
Ms. Baubles for further information
on why the district scored 84 percent
on Operations.

“We were very open. We were more
in the planning stage of the process
than in execution,” said Ms. Baubles.

She explained that the COE asked
for more details on outside resources
in the district’s emergency manage-
ment plan, as well as how to better
support students who need academic
support but are not classified as spe-
cial needs. “We were conservative
about some of the points we gave
ourselves in some areas. The COE
said we did it and gave us points,”
said Mrs. Schaumberg, who was a
part of Ms. Baubles’ team. “What’s
listed is improvement plans in terms
of personnel, not for points [the re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

GW Council Reduces School
Tax Levy by Two Points

SP Police, Public Works Protest
Possible ‘Slash and Burn’ Layoffs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Police and
public works representatives appealed
to the township council on Tuesday to
avoid laying off municipal employ-
ees, with a police union representative
warning that personnel reductions
“will cripple the police department.”

For nearly an hour at the council’s
regular meeting, police and public
works department employees spoke
— sometime angrily — about the pros-
pect of staff reductions as a means of

trimming municipal expenditures. Ear-
lier this month, notices of possible
layoffs were issued to all township
employees, with 27 individual notices
given to those workers whose specific
positions are at risk.

Most of the 46-member police force
attended Tuesday night’s meeting, os-
tensibly to listen as a resolution de-
claring this week as National Police
Week was approved, but the resolu-
tion was removed from the formal
agenda at the last minute. Mayor Nancy
Malool told The Westfield Leader  that
the removal was a “mistake.”

Instead, Police Chief Brian Mahoney
first publicly recognized the efforts of

his department before Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly spoke of “the pride I have
being a cop in Scotch Plains.” At times
shouting his remarks, he singled out the
four department employees at risk of
being laid off — three officers and an
employee in the records department —
and praised their work.

Lt. Donnelly also criticized Gre-
gory Fehrenbach, the consultant hired
to assist in the preparation of the mu-
nicipal budget, as a “slash-and-burn
type of guy” who was unfamiliar with
the town and its operations.

Former Police Chief Marshall
Nelson also called Mr. Fehrenbach a

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council passed an amended
school tax levy during its meeting on
Tuesday that cuts $37,400 in surplus
from the school district’s special edu-
cation budget. Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio said that as a result
of the reductions, residents would see
a two-point drop in their proposed
school taxes, lowering the average in-
crease from $107 to $87.

Following the failure of the pro-
posed budget during the April 21 elec-
tion, the mayor and council, along
with representatives from the school
board, met to discuss potential reduc-
tions to the $6.3-million tax levy last
Monday.

“The funding that’s recommended
to be reduced was extra money in the
special education budget,” said Ms.
Villaggio, the council’s school board
liaison. “It would have no impact on
the present teachers or students in the
school district.”

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said the budget was forwarded to the
Union County Office of Taxation.

In other business, it was announced
that the Garwood Police Department
would begin a bicycle patrol unit this
summer, following the receipt of a
mountain bike from the Neumann
Foundation. The organization, named
after Keith Neumann, an Essex County
Police officer killed in an accident
during the line of duty, will donate 101
bicycles to 90 police departments
throughout the state this year.

“It turns out that [Chief William
Legg] does have an officer now that
was certified on a bicycle,” Ms.
Villaggio said. “And it just so hap-
pened that funding was available for
the bike through that foundation.”

Ms. Villaggio said the bike patrol, in
addition to saving money on gas us-
age, would allow for more personal
interactions between officers and the
community.

“It’ll be good for the relationship of
the police department with our citi-
zens,” Ms. Villaggio said.

Also announced on Tuesday was
the formation of the borough’s “Green
Team.” Councilman Anthony Sytko,
who was selected as team chairman,

WF Teens Face Criminal
Charges for SP Field Fire

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Four male
juveniles from Westfield were taken
into custody last Friday for their al-
leged involvement in the burning of a
swastika into the artificial turf field
behind the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

According to Scotch Plains Police
Detective Lieutenant Brian Donnelly,
at 9 p.m., Scotch Plains Detective
Shawn Johnson, who was volunteer-
ing at the Relay for Life cancer ben-
efit being held at the football stadium
adjacent to the turf field, was notified
that several teenagers were observed
lighting a section of the turf field on
fire.

Det. Lt. Donnelly said the sus-
pects fled the scene before Det.

Johnson arrived at the location of the
fire. It was later reported that the
teens had attempted to enter the
event, which required pre-registra-
tion, and were turned away for not
being pre-registered. They were said
to have left the registration booth
without incident.

Police are investigating whether or
not the fire was started before or after
the teens were not permitted to enter
the fundraiser. Authorities said wit-
nesses were able to identify three of
the teens involved in the fire and the
teens were apprehended within a brief
period of the incident.

The fourth suspect was appre-
hended a short time later and all four
were taken into custody and trans-
ported to headquarters. Three of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Special Edition
Of the Newspaper

Each spring, we provide this spe-
cial edition and include a copy of our
annual This Is Westfield publication.
We hope you enjoy it.

Every resident in Westfield is pro-
vided with this edition along with our
regular subscribers in all of the towns.
We do this to enhance awareness and
promote subscriptions.

Please subscribe at goleader.com/
subscribe. We will earn your trust
each week.

Horace Corbin, Publisher
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POLICE BLOTTER

Statewide Ticketing for Non-Use of
Seat Belts to Run May 18 to 31

AREA — More than 470 police
agencies in the State of New Jersey
will implement “zero tolerance” en-
forcement on the use of seat belts
while driving automobiles from May
18 through May 31. The crackdown
is part of a nationwide “Click It Or
Ticket” campaign. Union County will
participate in the program.

“All of us here in Union County
want to make sure motorists and
their passengers understand the dan-
gers not wearing a seatbelt presents,”
said Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “This program will hope-
fully highlight the need for safety as
you drive the roadways in our
county.”

According to county officials, in
2008 there were 592 traffic crash
fatalities. A large percentage of the

motor vehicle occupants killed in traf-
fic crashes were not wearing a safety
belt. The most recent statewide sur-
vey, undertaken in June 2008, deter-
mined the seat belt usage rate in New
Jersey to be 91.75 percent. Through
this two-week mobilization period,
law enforcement officials hope to in-
crease that number by 1.25 percent to
93 percent.

A grant from the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Highway Safety pays for
county police officers to conduct spe-
cial patrols that will issue summonses
to motorists and their front-seat pas-
sengers who are not complying with
the Primary Seat Belt Law. These
officers will also enforce the child
safety restraint law as appropriate.

The Primary Seat Belt Law was
enacted in May of 2001.

BUZZING LADY LIBERTY... On Monday, April 27, hundreds briefly panicked
and evacuated office buildings in lower Manhattan and nearby New Jersey during
midday, fearing another 9/11 attack, when a 747aircraft followed by two F16
fighter jets circled low (about 1,000 feet) over the city and the Statue of Liberty.
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and other local officials were outraged
over not being notified by the White House. The backup Air Force One was on a
“Photo-Op” mission authorized by Louis Caldera, director, White House Military
Office. This week, Mr. Caldera resigned, and the White House released the photo
above from the mission.

TOWN ELECTION...Keith Loughlin, candidate for Ward 4 Westfield Town
Council, begins his door-to-door campaign early for the November 3 General
Election. Four council seats and the mayoral slot are up for grabs this year.

Westfield
Tuesday, May 5, Charles Cornish, Jr.,

52, of South Plainfield was arrested on the
400 block of West South Avenue while
operating a stolen motor vehicle. A random
license plate inquiry revealed the active
stolen vehicle information. Cornish was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and charged with receiving
stolen property. He was committed to the
Union County jail in lieu of $5,000 bail.
Cornish also was processed on an active no-
bail Union County Sheriff’s warrant and a
traffic warrant from Bound Brook in the
amount of $100.

Wednesday, May 6, Michael Phillips,
Jr., 29, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
West Broad Street on an outstanding no-
bail Union County Sheriff’s warrant. Also
arrested was his passenger, Alishia L. Hooks,
28, of Plainfield, on an outstanding East
Brunswick traffic warrant in the amount of
$81. Hooks was released on her own recog-
nizance per the East Brunswick Municipal
Court. Phillips was detained at Westfield
police headquarters before being turned
over to the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Friday, May 8, Jonathan Diaz, 40, of
Westfield was arrested after turning him-
self in at Westfield police headquarters to
satisfy a Garwood traffic warrant in the
amount of $250. He was released after
posting bail.

Friday, May 8, a 15-year-old male juve-
nile was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous substance
(marijuana) in a municipal lot near an East
Broad Street restaurant. He was processed
and released to his parents.

Saturday, May 9, a resident on the 100
block of Tamaques Way reported he was
the victim of a strong-armed robbery while
he was walking near the intersection of
Norwood Drive and Rahway Avenue. The
victim told police that two white males and
one black male, all in their mid-20s, ap-
proached him and demanded money and
his cell phone. He said the suspects threat-
ened him with physical violence if he did
not comply.

According to the victim, one of the sus-
pects went through his pocket, taking his
wallet and cell phone. The suspects then
fled the scene in an older model, green
sedan with a rear spoiler affixed to the trunk
area toward Surrey Lane. The victim was
not injured.

Saturday, May 9, Edith Narvaez, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Elizabeth traffic warrant in the amount of
$100 after a motor vehicle stop on the 1100
block of South Avenue. She was released
on her own recognizance as per the Eliza-
beth Municipal Court.

Saturday, May 9, a resident on the 800
block of Shackamaxon Drive reported a
found black wallet on the street in front of
her residence. The item was placed in the
Westfield Police Department evidence
locker.

Saturday, May 9, Kyle Fleming, 20, of
Westfield was arrested on the 200 block of
Myrtle Avenue on an outstanding Garwood
traffic warrant in the amount of $89. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters and processed.

Sunday, May 10, Shone Regg, 54, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated in the area of
Lamberts Mill Road and Warren Street
after a motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, May 10, Corinne Lawson, 21, of
Plainfield was arrested on North Avenue
near Crossway Place on an outstanding
Fanwood traffic warrant for $500. She was
unable to post bail and was turned over to
Fanwood authorities.

Sunday, May 10, an employee of a busi-
ness district restaurant reported that her cell
phone was stolen when it was left on the
counter.

Monday, May 11, a tow yard in Westfield
reported a theft of service when the owner
of an improperly insured vehicle removed it
without compensating the tow service.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 5, a resident of Camelot

Court reported that a white, Isuzu truck
illegally dumped a load of dirt and a load of
cinder blocks and brick in the empty lot
across from her residence. According to
police, the occupants of the truck were two
Hispanic males.

Tuesday, May 5, Sheldon Bartee, 54, of

Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to maintain a lane. According to
police, he was also charged with failure to
exhibit documents.

Tuesday, May 5, Meegan L. Peebles, 31,
of East Orange was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license after
a motor vehicle stop on Route 22. She was
processed and released at the scene.

Saturday, May 9, police responded to a
gas station on Route 22 on a report of an
armed robbery, which occurred at 6:25 a.m.
According to police, an older model sedan,
either blue or black in color, with Pennsyl-
vania license plate GSN1605 driven by a
black male, approximately 5 foot 9 inches,
160 pounds in his late 20s wearing a dark
colored hooded sweatshirt with dreadlocks
entered the attendant’s kiosk brandishing a
black handgun.

According to police, the suspect de-
manded money from the register and the
safe, as well as from the attendant’s pockets.
The suspect took money and several packs
of cigarettes and then demanded the wallet
of a female customer getting gas also point-
ing the gun in her face, police said. A
statewide alert was broadcasted for the ve-
hicle and later recovered by the Irvington
Police Department, parked with no occu-
pants, authorities reported.

The vehicle was reported stolen out of
Newark and recovered by Mountainside
police and detained for processing, police
said. The detective bureau will be investi-
gating the incident further.

Saturday, May 9, a resident of Charles
Street reported that someone entered his
locked vehicle and removed a leather case
containing the registration and insurance
cards as well as other documentation re-
garding the vehicle.

Saturday, May 9, police responded to
Deerfield School on the report of fire. Ac-
cording to police, a small, hollow tree was
seen burning and the fire department was
called and the small fire was extinguished
without incident. A search of the area was
negative for anything suspicious, police
said.

Saturday, May 9, police responded to a
dispute between neighbors on Stony Brook
Lane. According to police, there has been
an ongoing dispute between two neighbors
regarding a spotlight, which shines into the
living room of the house next door. Accord-
ing to police, the owner of the residence
containing the spotlight claimed her neigh-
bor entered her property and removed the
light. Both parties were advised of the for-
mal complaint process.

Sunday, May 10, a resident of Stony
Brook Lane reported that two plants that
had been recently planted on his property
appeared to be uprooted in a suspicious
nature.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 5, Scott Festa, 40, of

Dunellen was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop for an outstanding warrant. He was
processed and released.

Thursday, May 7, a resident of Hunter
Avenue reported that someone removed his
Ipod valued at $300 from his bag.

Thursday, May 7, a resident of Grant
Avenue reported that someone removed his
bicycle valued at $120 from his yard.

Sunday, May 10, Craig Eddy, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Monday, May 11, Jose Monzon, 47, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle stop at which
time officers smelled the odor of alcohol.

He was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, Daryl Harris, 21, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, a resident of Aldene
Avenue reported that someone smashed the
windows of his vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 5, Anthony F. Mannino,

32, of Rahway was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an outstand-
ing warrant out of Linden. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, May 6, a resident of Linden
reported that sometime between Sunday,
May 3, at noon and Wednesday, May 6, at
3 p.m. someone entered his unlocked ve-
hicle while it was parked at a business in the
100 block of South Avenue and removed
his stereo system.

Thursday, May 7, Larry Spruill, 52, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue for an Essex County
no-bail warrant. He was processed and
turned over to the Essex County Sheriff’s
Department.

Friday, May 8, Sakina B. Bashir, 29, of
Roselle was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue for an outstanding
warrant out of Cranford. She was processed
and released.

Friday, May 8, Darryl H. Massey, 43, of
Linden was arrested for an outstanding
warrant out of Clark after a motor vehicle
stop in the 200 block of South Avenue. He
was processed and released.

Friday, May 8, a resident in the 100 block
of Pleasant Avenue reported that he sold an
item on the Internet and the purchaser sent
him a check for $1,400 over the purchase
price. According to police, the victim was
instructed to send the $1,400 back to the
purchaser in a separate check. After the
victim returned the money, he was notified
that the original check from the suspect was
fraudulent, police said. The incident is un-
der investigation.

Sunday, May 10, Sandra Bitello, 53, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on LaGrande Avenue for an outstand-
ing warrant out of Plainfield. She was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, May 10, Li A. Martinez, 38, of
Cranford was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue for an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood. She was processed
and released.

Monday, May 11, Frank Penna, Jr.,43, of
Fanwood was arrested after a field investi-
gation in the 100 block of Helen Street for
an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant. He
was processed and turned over to the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

Monday, May 11, Lance J. Forneyhush,
31, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing Somerset County warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue. He
was processed and turned over to the
Somerset County Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, May 11, David E. Harris, 38, of
Newark was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road for an Irvington no-bail
warrant. He was processed and turned over
to the Irvington Police Department.

Plf. Council Opts Not to Cut
$153 Million BOE Budget

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield City
Council on Monday night passed a resolu-
tion sending the recently defeated school
budget to the state without making any
changes. Council President Rashid Burney
explained that this late addition to the agenda
came after members of the city council met
with members of the board of education and
Lucille Davy, the state Commissioner of
Education. The $153 million budget was
defeated in the April 21 election.

Nancy Piwowar told the council that it
was “disheartening to me that you won’t
make any changes” and that because she
feels her vote didn’t count, it is “like I’m
living in Florida.”

Mr. Burney said the council took its
responsibility on the budget “very seri-
ously” and that when he sat down to look at
the budget, he got “google eyed” due to its
complexity. He said that the council did not
want to overturn the will of the voters, but
that the city schools receive over $100
million in state funding regardless of the tax
levy, leaving the council feeling its “hands
are tied.”

He added that, “We see this as a need to
work together (with the board of education)
going forward” and stated his desire for the
public to be kept more aware of the board of
education’s activities.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, several residents spoke about
last year’s closure of Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center and the city’s continued
need for the facility to be reopened.

John Pritchard of Plainfield said that
with threats of bio-terror attacks, it was
important that Plainfield has a working
hospital. He said, “I’m talking about many
people’s lives…what good is a downtown
business area if we don’t have a hospital.”

United Fund Mini-
Golf Set May 16

WESTFIELD – The Fourth An-
nual Mini-Golf Tournament to ben-
efit the Westfield United Fund
(WUF) will be held on Saturday,
May 16, from 1 through 8 p.m. at
the Hyatt Hills Golf Complex in
Clark. The rain date is Sunday, May
17.

Tickets for this family event are
$10 and can be purchased online at
westfieldminigolf.com or by calling
the WUF at (908) 233-2113.

Local high school students Tyler
Becker, Brian Maehl and Evan
Weinberg, who are expecting another
great success, are coordinating the
event. Last year, they helped raise
more than $7,000, which helped the
United Fund’s agencies.

In addition to ticket sales, local
businesses and friends may become
“hole” sponsors and have a “golf cart”
sign by one of the holes and also
receive free tickets. To learn more
about sponsorship, call (908) 233-
2113.
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Westfield Council
“The worst is behind us,” Mr.

Caruana declared. Unfortunately, the
councilman said this does not “mean
a damn thing for 2010.”

Suggesting a possible revenue en-
hancement for the future, Fourth Ward
Councilman Tom Bigosinski proposed
that the town lease an under-utilized
concession stand at Tamaques Park to
a vendor who can sell refreshments.

“The town is always looking for
additional sources of revenue, par-
ticularly in these difficult economic
times,” Mr. Bigosinski said. “Like
many parents, I have bought my kids
a $3 Italian ice from an ice cream
truck at Gumbert, Memorial and
Tamaques Parks, and marveled at the
incredible profit margin these ven-
dors must enjoy. Although sold on
town property, Westfield receives no
revenue from each sale of ice cream
from a truck. The ice cream truck
vendors pay no taxes to Westfield and
only a nominal fee to operate in town.”

During the summer months, Mr.
Bigosinski noted that the town
“wisely” leases space in the Memo-
rial Pool complex for approximately
$20,000 per season to a vendor who
sells refreshments.

Tamaques Park already houses a
building, adjacent to the tennis courts,
with a concession stand, walk-up
window and restrooms that is being
used to store equipment.

“It would make great financial sense
to lease that building in the warm-
weather months to a vendor who could

sell snacks, water, ice cream, etc.,”
the councilman said.

Mr. Gildea said Mr. Bigosinski pre-
sented a “great idea.” The concept
had been discussed years back but
had “never come to fruition.” The
recreation commission will research
the feasibility of the proposal before
making a formal recommendation.

Help Whip Cancer with the Pampered Chef and
Top Line Appliance Center on North Ave.

WESTFIELD - A benefit event to sup-
port the American Cancer Society takes
place at Top Line Appliance Center on
North Avenue in Westfield, on Saturday,
May 16, from 1-4 p.m. with cookware
raffles, hourly prizes and giveaways, as
well as a cooking demonstration at 2
p.m., and Thursday, May 21, from 7-8:30
p.m. 40 percent of all Pampered Chef
purchases at this event will be donated to
the Pampered Chef’s Help Whip Cancer
Campaign.

According to the American Cancer
Society, breast cancer remains the most
commonly diagnosed form of cancer
among women in the United States.
Thanks to early detection through regular
mammograms and effective treatment,
the five-year survival rate has improved
from 80 percent in the 1950s to an as-
tounding 98 percent today.

The Pampered Chef is entering its 10th
year in joining forces with the American
Cancer Society — a collaboration that
shares a relentless quest to save lives and
help put an end to breast cancer. To date,
The Pampered Chef has donated more
than $6.7 million to the American Cancer
Society from Help Whip Cancer
Fundraiser Shows and special pink-
themed product sales. The money raised
supports breast cancer education and early
detection programs.

The Pampered Chef invites people to
celebrate food, friends and family by
hosting a Help Whip Cancer Fundraiser
Cooking Show. Guests can taste deli-
cious, affordable recipes and receive valu-
able cooking tips from an experienced
consultant, while raising money for breast
cancer awareness and early detection. Up
to 25 percent of total Help Whip Cancer
Fundraiser Show sales is contributed to
the American Cancer Society.

“Thanks to support from The Pam-
pered Chef’s Help Whip Cancer cam-
paign, we are saving lives and making
strides against breast cancer,” said Van
Velsor Wolf, 2008-09 volunteer chair,
American Cancer Society National Board
of Directors. “Together, we can create a
world with more birthdays by helping
women stay well, by helping them get
well, by finding cures and by fighting
back.”

For more information about Help Whip
Cancer, hosting a Fundraiser Cooking
Show or purchasing Help Whip Cancer
products, call Dalida Nigro, independent
director for The Pampered Chef, at (908)
233-4385.

The Pampered Chef and Help Whip
Cancer are registered trademarks.

Paid Bulletin Board
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port requires the district to award
points based on the degree of compli-
ance in each criteria] but for improved
quality of instruction,” said Ms.
Baubles.

During the board’s vote to approve
the QSAC report, only BOE member
Cathy Jakositz opposed on the
grounds of how student discipline
practices in the classroom were mea-
sured. “What if a non-tenured teacher
is afraid to discipline a student be-
cause she’s afraid she’ll be fired?”
asked Mrs. Jakositz. Ms. Baubles said
that the student handbook makes it
clear how different levels of infrac-
tions correlate to different disciplin-
ary actions taken by the teacher.

The next meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 26, at 7:30 p.m.
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“slash-and-burn guy who knows noth-
ing about the community,” and noted
that three of the four department em-
ployees slated for possible termina-
tion are minorities.

Al Cernadas, first assistant county
prosecutor, spoke briefly and noted
that in recessions, crime increases,
and added that statistics show that
crime in Scotch Plains has risen in the
past year. “This is the wrong time to
lay off cops, because you’re going to
need them on the street,” he said.

Local PBA President Jason Everett
warned the council “if you go through
with layoffs, it will cripple the police
department.” He said there would not
be enough officers to answer calls, and
said a reduced police force would
present “a public safety issue and an
officer safety issue.”

Later, former police Lt. Neal
LeStrange said police layoffs would
be “a big detriment to the community.”

Several public works employees also
spoke to the council, with Jim Kelk, Jr.
urging the council to consider demot-
ing “guys at the top” of the department
instead of terminating lower-paid and
newer employees. He pointed out that
there are currently four foremen su-
pervising a minimal number of work-
ers instead of two supervisors over-
seeing a larger number of employees,
as had been the practice until recently.

Jim Kelk, Sr. displayed two hand-
written poster boards listing depart-
ment employees and their job func-
tions as well as the properties the de-
partment maintains. He noted that there
are fewer department employees than
in neighboring towns and, like his son,
urged a reduction in the number of
department foremen.

Prior to the employees’ remarks,
Mayor Malool said the council under-
stands “how devastating layoffs are.
The apprehension alone is agonizing.”
She said the governing body is “faced
with extremely difficult circum-
stances,” noting that the municipal
government has never had to consider
layoffs. “We value the service of ev-
eryone, and we’d rather not lay any-
one off.” She also said the council did
“not want an adversarial relationship”
with township employees.

Prior to the meeting, the council
held a brief emergency meeting to
discuss the incident last weekend at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
in which a swastika was burned into
the artificial turf playing field. Mayor
Malool said that “we’re taking it very
seriously,” and “the police are taking it
very seriously.”  She said the council
will submit a written response to The
Leader for publication and also post it
on the township website. “We are not
going to tolerate any vandalism, much
less biased vandalism,” she said.
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Scotch Plains

teens were 16 years old and one was
15 years old.

Det. Lt. Donnelly confirmed to
The Westfield Leader that the sym-
bol being burned into the turf was a
swastika. He stated that the “hate
symbol” was in the process of being
burned when the suspects were no-
ticed and fled the scene. He said
earlier reports indicating that the
symbol being burned could not be
confirmed as a swastika were incor-
rect, stating, “You could definitely
determine it was a swastika, but they
did not finish it.”

“There is nothing to indicate that
these kids are members of an orga-
nized hate group or that it was geared
towards any one religious group or
individual in particular. But, because
of the power of the symbol, we are
taking this very, very seriously,” he
continued.

The turf was cut out and tempo-
rarily replaced, and police are work-
ing with the school to determine
how much damage was done. It is
unknown at this time whether or not
the field, which was recently installed
by the township, can be patched or if
the entire surface needs to be re-
placed. If the entire field needs to be
resurfaced, the cost would be sig-
nificant, and the scope of the crime
in relation to the charges pending
would be significant, police said.

“This was an isolated incident deal-
ing with juveniles,” Det. Lt. Donnelly
said. “Charges will be forthcoming.”

When reached for comment, Lorre
Korecky, a spokesperson for the
Westfield Board of Education, said,
“We have not received any notifica-
tion from law enforcement, who has
jurisdiction in the matter.”
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Fire, Swastika

Ms. Piwowar stated that last week, sev-
eral residents attended a state Health Plan-
ning Board meeting in Trenton and that
while they do not typically have a public
comment portion of their meetings, they did
allow the residents to speak.

She stressed the need for something to be
done to re-open the hospital, saying that it
has already been a year since the closure,
and in four more years, the satellite emer-
gency room currently operating there can
be closed as well.

Ms. Piwowar also stated that the issues
“go beyond healthcare” because many
people, she said, had given private dona-
tions to the hospital and suggested that the
money had not been properly used.

City Administrator Marc Dashield said
the city was supposed to receive a report
from the state regarding the closure and the
conditions that Solaris, Muhlenberg’s par-
ent company, were supposed to meet, but
that to date he had only received a “loud
silence.” He said the state might be waiting
to respond in the ongoing litigation, but that
the city has no power to enforce the condi-
tions the state set forth.

Resident Donna Gutenfauk said she re-
cently visited the satellite emergency de-
partment with chest pains and said that it “is
open and functioning quite well.”

Ms. Gutenfauk also said she was also in
attendance at the meeting in Trenton and
was “astonished at the attempt to pass the
buck.”

Ms. Gutenfauk said she didn’t see the
state doing anything to enforce the condi-
tions unless residents “[go] down there
with torches and pitchforks.”

Assemblyman and Plainfield resident
Jerry Green (LD-22) said Solaris is
claiming it does not have the funds to
meet the conditions set forth last year,
and is now seeking financial help from
the state.

“People need to stop playing politics
with this issue,” Assemblyman Green stated.

said creating the committee is a neces-
sary step for certification by the Sus-
tainable Jersey Program, which aids
municipalities in developing green ini-
tiatives.

In addition to Mr. Sytko, Council-
man Stephen Napolitano, students
Scott and Ryan Tombs and resident
Scott Friedman, an operations man-
ager for green energy company Eco
Kinetix, were all named to the team.

Mr. Sytko said the council would
reach out to a representative from the
senior community as well.

“We’re going to have hopefully one
or two more people added at the next
meeting, and then we’ll have periodic
meetings to discuss ways we can ex-
pand green initiatives in the commu-
nity,” Mr. Sytko said.

Students, parents and school offi-
cials were in attendance for the annual
“Students in Government” event. As
part of the event, middle school stu-
dents sat in for borough officials dur-
ing the regular session of the meeting.
Among the students participating were
Marleen Araujo, serving as mayor,
and Alexus Popola, Devin Araujo,
Alyssa Byer, Danny Cancel, Katie
Koczon and Diana Marianovsky, serv-
ing as council members.

Other students participating were
Sara Law as municipal clerk, Jordan
Smith as municipal attorney, Joe
Mondi as borough engineer, Kyle
Pender as superintendent of public
works, Billy Ring as police chief and
Ryan Baron as fire chief.
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Freeholders Set Grant
Today for Oak Ridge
CLARK — The Union County Free-

holders will kick off the 2009 Preserve
Union County grant application process
at the Oak Ridge Clubhouse on Thursday,
May 14 at 4 p.m. The board will announce
plans to stabilize and preserve the club-
house, a 250-year-old former farmstead.
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Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELPING OTHERS...Scotch Plains resident and postal worker, Jim DeChiaro,
delivers collected donations to Richie Wagner and Jim Kelliher, volunteers at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Food Pantry on Martine Avenue.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CROSS-TOWN MATCHUP...This Saturday, starting at 2 p.m., at Elizabeth’s
Williams Field, Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) and Westfield High School (WHS)
baseball teams will meet in the championship game of the Union County Tournament.
Amazingly, WHS and SP-F have only met seven previous times in the 55 years of the
county tournament; WHS winning in 1955, ’68, ’77, ’83 and ’87, and SP-F coming out
on top in 1976 and 2000. None of those games were in the final. See story on page 13.

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLU UPDATE...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield), center, reviews information
about the H1N1 virus at a Monday press conference at the county public safety
building in Westfield. Looking on are county manager George Devanney, left, county
Police Chief Daniel Vaniska, in back, and Times Assignment Editor Paul Peyton.

Resignation of Park Teacher
Questioned By Some Parents

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE) met Monday for an
agenda setting meeting. Among top-
ics discussed was an announcement
from New Jersey’s Clean Energy Pro-
gram that approved the board’s appli-
cation to install a CORE Solar Sys-
tem, as a participant in the CORE
Program, at Terrill Middle School
with a $312,842 estimated rebate.

Board member Donald Parisi called
this “great news.”

Past board member Jane Costello,
who was in attendance, said that she
was happy to see this process moving
forward and offered to help in any
capacity.

In other business, it was also noted
that the SP-F BOE would go ahead
with a pension deferral plan. The
board will vote during the next meet-
ing to authorize the board business
administrator to pay one half of the
2009 Public Employees Retirement
System (PERS) pension before April
30 of this year and apply for a deferral
schedule that would begin in April of
2012.

The SP-F BOE also approved Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes recommendations for person-
nel. Board member Rob O’Connor
voted no, however, on Matthew
Kalafat’s resignation.

Some audience members took the
time to comment on this resignation.
Mr. Kalafat was an English teacher at
Park Middle School.

“This is a terrible mistake,” Eliza-
beth Gilmore Duddy said. “He was a
tremendous breath of fresh air at Park
Middle.”

Her son, eighth grader Timothy
Duddy, also spoke on behalf of Mr.
Kalafat. “He was a special kind of
teacher, probably the most unique
teacher I’ve ever had,” he said. “The

fact that he had to resign is a terrible
loss to the school.

While one man said that he was
“baffled,” a woman said that she be-
lieves that whatever the problem is
“could have been worked out.”

The topic was discussed in execu-
tive session and while Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse thanked the
public for their comments and e-mails,
he said the resignation could not be
discussed in public session by the
board.

Also on Monday, Superintendent
Hayes noted that the district’s schools
would be closed on Friday, May 22,
for an extended Memorial Day vaca-
tion, as all of the snow days were not
used.

Additionally, Union County PTA
Liaison Deborah Brody thanked the
community for a very successful “Op-
eration Shoebox” event. She said this
was the second annual PTA Commu-
nity Project and 300 boxes were pre-
pared to send to soldiers overseas.

Earlier in the meeting, the board
adopted a resolution on the retire-
ment of board member Linda Nelson.
Mrs. Nelson has served on the board
for nine years and during that time
has served as both BOE vice-presi-
dent and president, as well as serving
as chairperson for numerous com-
mittees.

“The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education recognizes and
commends Linda Nelson for her dedi-
cation, her professionalism, her sound
guidance, her commitment to her
myriad board responsibilities, and her
genuine concern for the students in
our Scotch Plains and Fanwood com-
munities,” read one part of the resolu-
tion.

This retirement celebration was
well attended, with a few attendees
having to stand in the back of the
room.

WF Teens Face Criminal
Charges for SP Field Fire

Fanwood Council Restricts Parking
Near High School at Birchwood

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
Tuesday night’s regular monthly
meeting, approved a 90-day ordinance
restricting parking along Birchwood
Terrace.

The temporary measure, which
takes effect May 15 and was devel-
oped with input from residents, is a
response to high school students park-
ing their cars on both sides of
Birchwood Terrace, leaving little or
no room left for homeowners.

In addition, borough officials
pointed out that since Birchwood
has no sidewalks on either side of
the street, pedestrians are forced to
either walk on residential lawns or
in the middle of the road when stu-

dent cars are lined up bumper to
bumper.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
explained that the ordinance restricts
non-Birchwood Terrace residents
from parking on the road between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Ms. Mitchell said required parking
permits for Birchwood residents will
be available from the borough clerk’s
office “at no charge” to help facilitate
enforcement of the measure.

Councilman David Valian noted
that the “parking situation that is go-
ing on now [along Birchwood] could
move” to adjoining streets once the
ordinance takes effect.

However, Mr. Valian emphasized,
“We’re aware of that and we’re going
to be keeping an eye on it.”

Councilman Anthony Parenti asked

whether signs could be erected at the
corners of Birchwood and Oakwood
Court and Birchwood and Westfield
Avenue, to help discourage student
parkers from going there.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis re-
sponded that enforcement would be
difficult, since the temporary ordi-
nance only applies to Birchwood.

“The mayor and council will need
to decide…sometime this
summer…whether this [ordinance]
will be permanent,” said Mr. Estis.

In other business, the governing
body approved a resolution authoriz-
ing the borough to receive bids for the
demolition of the remaining build-
ings at 238 South Avenue, known as
the Livingston Wilbor site.

The borough owns the formerly
light industrial-zoned property, which
is in the middle of the downtown
redevelopment district; local officials
plan to clear and remediate the site
before pursuing redevelopment op-
portunities.

Also approved was a resolution to
award a contract “not to exceed
$4,000” to Salient Associates.

Council President Donna Dolce
said the company “will develop specs
for [wireless communications pro-
viders] who might want to bid” for
leased space on the borough’s com-
munications tower, creating possible
opportunities for future revenue.

The governing body also approved
a developer’s agreement with a
Mountainside firm, which will con-
struct an approved four-lot subdivi-
sion on Beverly Place.

Mayor Mahr noted that the council
continues to review recommendations
presented last week by the bipartisan
citizens’ budget review task force.

“In these challenging economic
times, you need to think outside the
box,” said the mayor, in thanking the
volunteer task force for its efforts to
date. “The status quo is no longer
acceptable…because the cost of run-
ning municipal government has grown
excessively high.”

Also Tuesday night, officials pre-
sented a series of special awards and
proclamations to those who serve the
borough — including police, emer-
gency medical, nursing, public works,
historic preservation and others. Carol
Campell was honored as Volunteer of
the Month for her work with The
Friends of the Library.

“One thing about all these procla-
mations,” said Councilwoman
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By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Four male
juveniles from Westfield were taken
into custody last Friday, May 8, for
their involvement in the burning of a
swastika into the artificial turf field
behind the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

According to Scotch Plains Police
Detective Lieutenant Brian Donnelly,
at 9 p.m., Scotch Plains Detective
Shawn Johnson, who was volunteer-
ing at the Relay for Life cancer ben-
efit being held at the football stadium
adjacent to the turf field, was notified
that several teenagers were observed
lighting a section of the turf field on
fire.

Det. Lt. Donnelly said the suspects
fled the scene before Det. Johnson
arrived at the location of the fire. It
was later reported that the teens had
attempted to enter the event, which
required pre-registration, and were
turned away for not being pre-regis-
tered. They were said to have left the
registration booth without incident.

Police are investigating whether or
not the fire was started before or after
the teens were not permitted to enter
the fundraiser. Authorities said wit-
nesses were able to identify three of
the teens involved in the fire and the
teens were apprehended within a brief
period of the incident.

The fourth suspect was appre-
hended a short time later and all four
were taken into custody and trans-
ported to headquarters. Three of the
teens were 16 years old and one was
15 years old.

Det. Lt. Donnelly confirmed to The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the symbol being burned into the turf
was a swastika. He stated that the
“hate symbol” was in the process of
being burned when the suspects were
noticed and fled the scene. He said
earlier reports indicating that the sym-
bol being burned could not be con-
firmed as a swastika were incorrect,
stating, “You could definitely deter-
mine it was a swastika, but they did
not finish it.”

“There is nothing to indicate that
these kids are members of an orga-
nized hate group or that it was geared
towards any one religious group or
individual in particular. But, because
of the power of the symbol, we are
taking this very, very seriously,” he
continued.

The turf was cut out and tempo-
rarily replaced and police are work-
ing with the school to determine how
much damage was done. It is un-
known at this time whether or not the
field, which was recently installed by
the township, can be patched or if the
entire surface needs to be replaced. If
the entire field needs to be resurfaced,
the cost would be significant and the
scope of the crime in relation to the
charges pending would be signifi-
cant, police said.

“This was an isolated incident
dealing with juveniles,” Det. Lt.
Donnelly said. “Charges will be
forthcoming.”

When reached for comment, Lorre
Korecky, a spokesperson for the
Westfield Board of Education, said,
“We have not received any notifica-
tion from law enforcement, who has
jurisdiction in the matter.”

SP Police, Public Works Protest
Possible Layoffs at Council Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Police and
public works representatives appealed
to the township council on Tuesday to
avoid laying off municipal employ-
ees, with a police union representa-
tive warning that personnel reduc-
tions “will cripple the police depart-
ment.”

For nearly an hour at the council’s
regular meeting, police and public
works department employees spoke
— sometimes angrily — about the
prospect of staff reductions as a means
of trimming municipal expenditures.
Earlier this month, notices of pos-
sible layoffs were issued to all town-
ship employees, with 27 individual
notices given to those workers whose
specific positions are at risk.

Most of the 46-member police force
attended Tuesday night’s meeting,
ostensibly to listen as a resolution
declaring this week as National Po-
lice Week was approved, but the reso-
lution was removed from the formal
agenda at the last minute. Mayor
Nancy Malool told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the removal was
a “mistake.”

Instead, Police Chief Brian
Mahoney first publicly recognized
the efforts of his department before
Detective Lieutenant Brian Donnelly
spoke of “the pride I have being a cop
in Scotch Plains.” At times shouting
his remarks, he singled out the four
police department employees at risk
of being laid off — three officers and
an employee in the records depart-
ment — and praised their work.

Det. Lt. Donnelly also criticized
Gregory Fehrenbach, the consultant
hired to assist in the preparation of
the municipal budget, as a “slash-
and-burn type of guy” who was unfa-
miliar with the town and its opera-
tions.

Former Police Chief Marshall
Nelson also called Mr. Fehrenbach a
“slash-and-burn guy who knows noth-
ing about the community,” and noted
that three of the four department em-
ployees slated for possible termina-
tion are minorities.

Al Cernadas, first assistant county
prosecutor, spoke briefly and noted
that in recessions crime increases,
and added that statistics show that
crime in Scotch Plains has risen in the
past year. “This is the wrong time to
lay off cops, because you’re going to
need them on the street,” he said.

Local Policemen’s Benevolent As-
sociation President Jason Everett
warned the council “if you go through
with layoffs, it will cripple the police
department.” He said there would not
be enough officers to answer calls,
and said a reduced police force would
present “a public safety issue and an
officer safety issue.”

Later, former Police Lt. Neal
LeStrange said police layoffs would
be “a big detriment to the community.”

Several public works employees
also spoke to the council, with Jim
Kelk, Jr. urging the council to con-
sider demoting “guys at the top” of
the department instead of terminat-

ing lower-paid and newer employees.
He pointed out that there are cur-
rently four foremen supervising a
minimal number of workers instead
of two supervisors overseeing a larger
number of employees, as had been
the practice until recently.

Jim Kelk, Sr. displayed two hand-
written poster boards listing depart-
ment employees and their job func-
tions, as well as the properties the
department maintains. He noted that
there are fewer department employ-
ees than in neighboring towns and,
like his son, urged a reduction in the
number of department foremen as an
alternative to layoffs.

Prior to the police and public works
employees’ remarks, Mayor Malool
said the council understands “how
devastating layoffs are. The appre-
hension alone is agonizing.” She said
the governing body is “faced with
extremely difficult circumstances,”
noting that the municipal government
has never had to consider layoffs.
“We value the service of everyone
and we’d rather not lay anyone off.”
She also said the council did “not
want an adversarial relationship” with
township employees.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance that will take the
council out of the appeals process
regarding zoning board approvals. For
the past three decades, local law al-
lowed objectors to a zoning board
application to appeal an approval to
the township council, although that
avenue has been used just once in the
past 35 years, according to acting co-
township manager Robert LaCosta.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
the newly approved ordinance, which
was unanimously recommended by the
planning board, will delete that proviso
and require all appeals to proceed di-
rectly to state Superior Court.

Councilman Kevin Glover voted
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALK A MILE IN THEIR SHOES…Participants in the 25th Relay for Life prepare to walk last Friday in the annual event
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. People walk for 12 hours – from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. – and walkers receive pledges for
walking a specific number of miles.  All money collected goes the American Cancer Society. Walking as teams, tents are set
up so tired members can rest during the early-morning hours. As of Wednesday morning, the school reported that
participants raised at least $100,000.
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Statewide Ticketing for Non-Use
Of Seat Belts to Run May 18 to 31

AREA — More than 470 police
agencies in the State of New Jersey
will implement “Zero Tolerance” en-
forcement on the use of seat belts
while driving automobiles from May
18 through May 31. The crackdown
is part of a nationwide “Click It Or
Ticket” campaign.

Union County will participate in
the program.

“All of us here in Union County
want to make sure motorists and their
passengers understand the dangers
not wearing a seatbelt presents,” said

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “This program will hope-
fully highlight the need for safety as
you drive the roadways in our county.”

According to county officials, in
2008 there were 592 traffic crash
fatalities. A large percentage of the
motor vehicle occupants killed in traf-
fic crashes were not wearing a safety
belt. The most recent statewide sur-
vey, undertaken in June 2008, deter-
mined the seat belt usage rate in New
Jersey to be 91.75 percent. Through
this two-week mobilization period,
law enforcement officials hope to in-
crease that number by 1.25 percent,
to 93 percent.

A grant from the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Highway Safety pays for
county police officers to conduct spe-
cial patrols that will issue summonses
to motorists and their front-seat pas-
sengers who are not complying with
the Primary Seat Belt Law. These
officers will also enforce the child
safety restraint law as appropriate.

The Primary Seat Belt Law was
enacted in May of 2001.

BUZZING LADY LIBERTY...On April 27, hundreds of people briefly panicked
and evacuated office buildings in lower Manhattan and nearby New Jersey during
midday, fearing a 9/11-type attack, when a 747aircraft followed by two F16 fighter
jets circled at 1,000 feet over the city and the Statue of Liberty. New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and other local officials were outraged over not being
notified by the White House. The backup Air Force One was on a “photo-op”
mission authorized by Louis Caldera, director, White House Military Office. This
week, Mr. Caldera resigned and the White House released the mission photo above.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAY OF PRAYER...Scotch Plains’ National Day of Prayer service was held last
Thursday evening and attended by about 60 people at Scotch Plains Baptist
Church. Mayor Nancy Malool spoke. She was joined by, left to right, Pastor Kevin
Brennan of Evangel Church, Rector Jane Rockman of All Saints Episcopal
Church and Pastor David Jahnke of Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
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Plf. Council Opts Not to
Cut $153-Mil. BOE Budget

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, May 5, Charles Cornish, Jr.,
52, of South Plainfield was arrested on
the 400 block of West South Avenue
while operating a stolen motor vehicle. A
random license plate inquiry revealed the
active stolen vehicle information. Cor-
nish was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and charged with
receiving stolen property. He was com-
mitted to the Union County jail in lieu of
$5,000 bail. Cornish also was processed
on an active no-bail Union County
Sheriff’s warrant and a traffic warrant
from Bound Brook in the amount of $100.

Wednesday, May 6, Michael Phillips,
Jr., 29, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
West Broad Street on an outstanding no-
bail Union County Sheriff’s warrant. Also
arrested was his passenger, Alishia L.
Hooks, 28, of Plainfield, on an outstand-
ing East Brunswick traffic warrant in the
amount of $81. Hooks was released on
her own recognizance per the East
Brunswick Municipal Court. Phillips was
detained at Westfield police headquarters
before being turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office.

Friday, May 8, Jonathan Diaz, 40, of
Westfield was arrested after turning him-
self in at Westfield police headquarters to
satisfy a Garwood traffic warrant in the
amount of $250. He was released after
posting bail.

Friday, May 8, a 15-year-old male ju-
venile was arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (marijuana) in a municipal lot near
an East Broad Street restaurant. He was
processed and released to his parents.

Saturday, May 9, a resident on the 100
block of Tamaques Way reported he was
the victim of a strong-armed robbery while
he was walking near the intersection of
Norwood Drive and Rahway Avenue.
The victim told police that two white
males and one black male, all in their mid-
20s, approached him and demanded
money and his cell phone. He said the
suspects threatened him with physical
violence if he did not comply.

According to the victim, one of the
suspects went through his pocket, taking
his wallet and cell phone. The suspects
then fled the scene in an older model,
green sedan with a rear spoiler affixed to
the trunk area toward Surrey Lane. The
victim was not injured.

Saturday, May 9, Edith Narvaez, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Elizabeth traffic warrant in the amount of
$100 after a motor vehicle stop on the
1100 block of South Avenue. She was
released on her own recognizance as per
the Elizabeth Municipal Court.

Saturday, May 9, a resident on the 800
block of Shackamaxon Drive reported a
found black wallet on the street in front of
her residence. The item was placed in the
Westfield Police Department evidence
locker.

Saturday, May 9, Kyle Fleming, 20, of
Westfield was arrested on the 200 block
of Myrtle Avenue on an outstanding
Garwood traffic warrant in the amount of
$89. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, and processed.

Sunday, May 10, Shone Regg, 54, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated in the area
of Lamberts Mill Road and Warren Street
after a motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, May 10, Corinne Lawson, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested on North Av-
enue near Crossway Place on an out-
standing Fanwood traffic warrant for
$500. She was unable to post bail and was
turned over to Fanwood authorities.

Sunday, May 10, an employee of a
business district restaurant reported that
her cell phone was stolen when it was left
on the counter.

Monday, May 11, a tow yard in
Westfield reported a theft of service when
the owner of an improperly insured ve-
hicle removed it without compensating
the tow service.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 5, a resident of Camelot

Court reported that a white, Isuzu truck
illegally dumped a load of dirt and a load
of cinder blocks and brick in the empty lot
across from her residence. According to
police, the occupants of the truck were
two Hispanic males.

Tuesday, May 5, Sheldon Bartee, 54,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to maintain a lane. According to
police, he was also charged with failure to
exhibit documents.

Tuesday, May 5, Meegan L. Peebles,
31, of East Orange was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. She was processed and released at the
scene.

Saturday, May 9, police responded to a
gas station on Route 22 on a report of an
armed robbery, which occurred at 6:25
a.m. According to police, an older model
sedan, either blue or black in color, with
Pennsylvania license plate GSN1605
driven by a black male, approximately 5
foot 9 inches, 160 pounds in his late 20s
wearing a dark colored hooded sweatshirt
with dreadlocks entered the attendant’s
kiosk brandishing a black handgun.

According to police, the suspect de-
manded money from the register and the
safe, as well as from the attendant’s pock-
ets. The suspect took money and several
packs of cigarettes and then demanded
the wallet of a female customer getting
gas also pointing the gun in her face,
police said. A statewide alert was broad-
casted for the vehicle and later recovered
by the Irvington Police Department,
parked with no occupants, authorities re-
ported.

The vehicle was reported stolen out of
Newark and recovered by Mountainside
police and detained for processing, police
said. The detective bureau will be inves-
tigating the incident further.

Saturday, May 9, a resident of Charles
Street reported that someone entered his
locked vehicle and removed a leather
case containing the registration and in-
surance cards as well as other documen-
tation regarding the vehicle.

Saturday, May 9, police responded to
Deerfield School on the report of fire.
According to police, a small, hollow tree
was seen burning and the fire department
was called and the small fire was extin-
guished without incident. A search of the
area was negative for anything suspi-

cious, police said.
Saturday, May 9, police responded to a

dispute between neighbors on Stony
Brook Lane. According to police, there
has been an ongoing dispute between two
neighbors regarding a spotlight, which
shines into the living room of the house
next door. According to police, the owner
of the residence containing the spotlight
claimed her neighbor entered her prop-
erty and removed the light. Both parties
were advised of the formal complaint
process.

Sunday, May 10, a resident of Stony
Brook Lane reported that two plants that
had been recently planted on his property
appeared to be uprooted in a suspicious
nature.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 5, Scott Festa, 40, of

Dunellen was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop for an outstanding warrant. He
was processed and released.

Thursday, May 7, a resident of Hunter
Avenue reported that someone removed
his Ipod valued at $300 from his bag.

Thursday, May 7, a resident of Grant
Avenue reported that someone removed
his bicycle valued at $120 from his yard.

Sunday, May 10, Craig Eddy, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, Jose Monzon, 47, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle stop at which
time officers smelled the odor of alcohol.

He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, Daryl Harris, 21, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, a resident of Aldene
Avenue reported that someone smashed
the windows of his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 5, Anthony F. Mannino,

32, of Rahway was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an out-
standing warrant out of Linden. He was
processed and released.

Wednesday, May 6, a resident of Lin-
den reported that sometime between Sun-
day, May 3, at noon and Wednesday, May
6, at 3 p.m. someone entered his unlocked
vehicle while it was parked at a business
in the 100 block of South Avenue and
removed his stereo system.

Thursday, May 7, Larry Spruill, 52, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue for an Essex
County no-bail warrant. He was processed
and turned over to the Essex County
Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, May 8, Sakina B. Bashir, 29, of
Roselle was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue for an outstanding
warrant out of Cranford. She was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, May 8, Darryl H. Massey, 43,
of Linden was arrested for an outstanding
warrant out of Clark after a motor vehicle
stop in the 200 block of South Avenue. He
was processed and released.

Friday, May 8, a resident in the 100
block of Pleasant Avenue reported that he
sold an item on the Internet and the pur-
chaser sent him a check for $1,400 over
the purchase price. According to police,
the victim was instructed to send the
$1,400 back to the purchaser in a separate
check. After the victim returned the
money, he was notified that the original
check from the suspect was fraudulent,
police said. The incident is under investi-
gation.

Sunday, May 10, Sandra Bitello, 53, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on LaGrande Avenue for an
outstanding warrant out of Plainfield. She
was processed and released.

Sunday, May 10, Li A. Martinez, 38, of
Cranford was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue for an out-
standing warrant out of Fanwood. She
was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, Frank Penna, Jr.,43,
of Fanwood was arrested after a field
investigation in the 100 block of Helen
Street for an outstanding Scotch Plains
warrant. He was processed and turned
over to the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment.

Monday, May 11, Lance J. Forneyhush,
31, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing Somerset County warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.
He was processed and turned over to the
Somerset County Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, May 11, David E. Harris, 38,
of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an
Irvington no-bail warrant. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Irvington
Police Department.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield City
Council on Monday night passed a reso-
lution sending the recently defeated
school budget to the state without mak-
ing any changes. Council President
Rashid Burney explained that this late
addition to the agenda came after mem-
bers of the city council met with mem-
bers of the board of education and
Lucille Davy, the state commissioner
of education. The $153-million budget
was defeated in the April 21 election.

Nancy Piwowar told the council that
it was “disheartening to me that you
won’t make any changes” and that be-
cause she feels her vote didn’t count, it
is “like I’m living in Florida.”

Mr. Burney said the council took its
responsibility on the budget “very seri-
ously” and that when he sat down to
look at the budget he got “googly eyed”
due to its complexity. He said that the
council did not want to overturn the will
of the voters, but that the city schools
receive over $100 million in state fund-
ing regardless of the tax levy, leaving
the council feeling their “hands are
tied.”

He added that, “We see this as a need
to work together (with the board of
education) going forward,” and stated
his desire for the public to be kept more
aware of the board of education’s ac-
tivities.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, several residents spoke
about last year’s closure of Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center and the city’s
continued need for the facility to be
reopened.

John Pritchard of Plainfield said that
with threats of bio-terror attacks, it was
important that Plainfield has a working
hospital. He said, “I’m talking about
many people’s lives…what good is a
downtown business area if we don’t
have a hospital?”

Ms. Piwowar stated that last week
several residents attended a state Health
Planning Board meeting in Trenton,
and that while it does not typically have
a public comment portion at its meet-
ings, the board did allow the residents
to speak.

She stressed the need for something
to be done to re-open the hospital, say-
ing that it has already been a year since
the closure, and in four more years, the
satellite emergency room currently op-
erating there can be closed as well.

Ms. Piwowar also said that the issues
“go beyond healthcare” because she
said many people had given private
donations to the hospital, and suggested
that the money had not been properly
used.

City Administrator Marc Dashield
said the city was supposed to receive a
report from the state regarding the clo-
sure and the conditions that Solaris,
Muhlenberg’s parent company, were
supposed to meet, but that to date, he
had only received a “loud silence.” He
said that the state might be waiting to
respond in the ongoing litigation, but
that the city has no power to enforce the
conditions the state set forth.

Resident Donna Gutenfauk said she
recently visited the satellite emergency
department with chest pains and said
that it “is open and functioning quite
well.” Ms. Gutenfauk said she was also
in attendance at the meeting in Trenton
and was “astonished at the attempt to
pass the buck.”

Ms. Gutenfauk said she did not see
the state doing anything to enforce the
conditions.

Assemblyman and Plainfield resi-
dent Jerry Green (LD-22) said Solaris
is claiming it does not have the funds to
meet the conditions set forth last year,
and is now seeking financial help from
the state.

“People need to stop playing politics
with this issue,” Assemblyman Green
said.

Help Whip Cancer with the Pampered Chef
And Top Line Appliance Center on North Ave.

WESTFIELD - A benefit event to sup-
port the American Cancer Society will
take place at Top Line Appliance Center
on North Avenue in Westfield on Satur-
day, May 16, from 1 to 4 p.m. with
cookware raffles, hourly prizes and give-
aways, as well as a cooking demonstra-
tion at 2 p.m., and Thursday, May 21,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Forty percent of all
Pampered Chef purchases at this event
will be donated to the Pampered Chef’s
Help Whip Cancer Campaign.

According to the American Cancer
Society, breast cancer remains the most
commonly diagnosed form of cancer
among women in the United States.
Thanks to early detection through regular
mammograms and effective treatment,
the five-year survival rate has improved
from 80 percent in the 1950s to an as-
tounding 98 percent today.

The Pampered Chef is entering its 10th
year in joining forces with the American
Cancer Society — a collaboration that
shares a relentless quest to save lives and
help put an end to breast cancer. To date,
The Pampered Chef has donated more
than $6.7 million to the American Cancer
Society from Help Whip Cancer
Fundraiser Shows and special pink-
themed product sales. The money raised
supports breast cancer education and early
detection programs.

The Pampered Chef invites people to
celebrate food, friends and family by
hosting a Help Whip Cancer Fundraiser
Cooking Show. Guests can taste deli-
cious, affordable recipes and receive valu-
able cooking tips from an experienced
consultant, while raising money for breast
cancer awareness and early detection. Up
to 25 percent of total Help Whip Cancer
Fundraiser Show sales is contributed to
the American Cancer Society.

“Thanks to support from The Pam-
pered Chef’s Help Whip Cancer cam-
paign, we are saving lives and making
strides against breast cancer,” said Van
Velsor Wolf, 2008-2009 volunteer chair-
man, American Cancer Society National
Board of Directors. “Together, we can
create a world with more birthdays by
helping women stay well, by helping
them get well, by finding cures and by
fighting back.”

For more information about Help Whip
Cancer, hosting a Fundraiser Cooking
Show or purchasing Help Whip Cancer
products, call Dalida Nigro, independent
director for The Pampered Chef, at (908)
233-4385.

The Pampered Chef and Help Whip
Cancer are registered trademarks.
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Freeholders Set Grant
Today At Oak Ridge
CLARK — The Union County Board

of Chosen Freeholders will kick off the
2009 Preserve Union County grant ap-
plication process at the Oak Ridge Club-
house, located on the grounds of the
former golf course, today Thursday,
May 14, at 4 p.m.

A total of $500,000 in matching grants
are available to local preservation groups
and local governments, funded through
the Union County Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.

Since the fund’s inception, over $1.5
million in matching grants for local
preservation projects has been granted.

The board will also announce plans
to use trust fund monies to stabilize and
preserve the clubhouse, a 250-year-old
former farmstead that played a role in
Revolutionary War events in Union
County.

Mitchell, is “you really see how many
people it takes to run a borough.”

A special award went to Rosemarie
Frith, who has worked at the Chelsea
assisted living facility on South Av-
enue for the past nine years.

Jennifer Ricci, Chelsea director,
pointed out that Ms. Frith serves as
the lead certified medication assis-
tant and was recently named a
Champion of Senior Living by the
Assisted Living Federation of
America.

The honor, presented to Ms. Frith
at a national conference in Philadel-
phia, denotes an employee of extraor-
dinary merit who goes above and
beyond the call of duty every day for
those they serve.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood

Cindy Clancy Warren spoke on
behalf of the District Legislative
Team, to which Mrs. Nelson served
as liaison. “On behalf of the DLT past
and present, we would not be here
without you,” she said.

Karyn Steele, PTA Council presi-
dent, thanked Mrs. Nelson on behalf
of her group. “You’ve always been
very gracious in handling the public,”
she said.

After the public had a chance to
comment, board members took turns
congratulation Mrs. Nelson on her
years of service.

“You’ve always given us the gift of
presence of time,” board member
Nancy Bauer said. Many commented
on her insight. “You used informa-
tion so wisely,” board Vice-President
Sasha Slocum said.

Superintendent Hayes also com-
mended Mrs. Nelson, saying, “You
have the ability to push people be-
yond where they want to go.”

Mrs. Nelson thanked everyone for
attending and noted that as a board
member, she always felt that she was
part of a team. “What I’m most proud
of is the respect that this board gives
each other,” she said.

The SP-F BOE will meet next on
Thursday, May 28.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

against the approval, saying he saw no
reason to change the provision. “I don’t
see any downside to having another
means of appeal,” he said, saying he
agreed with Terrill Road resident Ilse
Heinemeyer, who had urged the coun-
cil to defeat the proposal, saying it
could lead to additional lawsuits being
filed against the township.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor declared May as Rescue Squad
Month, and Rescue Squad President
Dan Sullivan made a plea for volun-
teers, saying he wanted to prevent
people from having to pay for ambu-
lance service. The squad this month
is conducting its annual fund-raising
drive, and Mr. Sullivan noted that the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Layoffs Protested at
Scotch Plains Council

appeal letter sent to all township resi-
dents includes an appeal for volun-
teers as well.

Prior to the regular meeting, the
council held a brief emergency meet-
ing to discuss the incident last week-
end at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in which a swastika was
burned into the artificial turf playing
field. Mayor Malool said that “we’re
taking it very seriously” and “the
police are taking it very seriously.”
She said the council will submit a
written response to The Times for
publication and also post it on the
township website. “We are not going
to tolerate any vandalism, much less
bias vandalism,” she said.

Car Accident on
Jerusalem, Mountain

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Detective Lt.
Brian Donnelly of the Scotch Plains
Police Department said that the au-
topsy of a 76-year-old Scotch Plains
woman who died following an auto-
mobile accident May 1 in the town-
ship was inconclusive in determining
if the woman’s health factored into the
cause of the crash or her death.

Ida Williams of Scotch Plains was
traveling north on Jerusalem Road in
a 2004 Ford Taurus on Friday, May 1,
at 9 a.m. when she failed to stop at a
stop sign and entered the intersection
at Mountain Avenue where her ve-
hicle was broadsided by a Mercury
wagon heading east on Mountain Av-
enue driven by Cherlynn Elmer, 19, of
Scotch Plains.

“Elmer’s vehicle was not traveling
fast,” Scotch Plains Det. Lt. Donnelly
said. He said there were “no signs of
braking” by Ms. Williams and wit-
nesses said it appeared she was
“slumped over” and that the “car was
driving itself.”

He said, “there was not a lot of
trauma to the body” of Ms. Williams
and “there could have been a prior
medical condition.”

Det. Lt. Donnelly confirmed Ms.
Williams was transported to Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark where she
was pronounced dead. Ms. Elmer was
released from Overlook Hospital in
Summit with minor cuts and bruises
caused by the deployment of the airbag.
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Union County Prosecutor

Prosecutor’s Corner

May 8, 2009: Alturik Francis
Sentenced for Murder

Saying it was necessary to “isolate him
for all times from society,” a state Supe-
rior Court Judge in Union County sen-
tenced Alturik Francis to three consecu-
tive life terms in prison for the brutal
murder of a woman and her two children.

In February, a Union County jury found
Francis guilty on 13 separate counts in-
cluding three counts of murder, one count
of attempted murder, said
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.
At sentencing on Friday
morning, Judge Joseph
Donohue said Francis should
spend his life behind bars as
a way for society to express
outrage for the brutal stab-
bing death and rape of 32-
year-old Majuly Collins and
the death of her two chil-
dren, 4-year-old Eduardo
Almanza and 18-month-old
Catherine Almanza.

During the trial, the pros-
ecution, handled by First Assistant Pros-
ecutor Albert Cernadas, Jr. and Assistant
Prosecutor William Kolano, presented a
variety of evidence including DNA re-
sults that linked Francis to the crime and
a confession he gave police shortly after
his arrest. According to the investigation,
Francis lived at the Bayway Gardens apart-
ment complex in Elizabeth, downstairs
from Collins and her children. On De-
cember 7, 2002 Francis went to Collins’
apartment and, after a botched robbery
attempt, repeatedly stabbed and raped
Collins. He then smothered the two chil-
dren and dumped their bodies in a bath-
tub. A fourth person in the apartment,
Collins’ cousin Susan Vargas, was stabbed
in the neck and left for dead. However,
the woman survived and contacted police
telling a 9-1-1 operator that the attacker
was the man who lived downstairs.

On Friday, Vargas presented the court
with a letter saying Francis “had no heart
or human feeling. I still feel the horror of
that morning. I try to forget but it is not
possible.” “Words that come to mind
when I think about Alturik Francis in-
clude vile and despicable,” said Prosecu-
tor Romankow. “He will never again be a
threat to the public, and this verdict gives
some justice to the memory of Majuly
Collins and her children.”

May 9, 2009 Manhunt For
Laquan Harris of Elizabeth

The Union County Homicide Task
Force is asking the public’s assistance in
locating an 18-year-old Elizabeth man
wanted in connection with an April 2009
homicide that occurred at the Oakwood
housing project. An arrest warrant has
been issued for Laquan Harris who inves-
tigators say is responsible for the shoot-
ing death of Antonio Davis, AKA “Uncle
Pete,” inside a hallway of the building at
350 Irvington Avenue in Elizabeth.

Police arrived on the scene shortly af-
ter 8 p.m. on April 13, where they discov-
ered Davis, 27, with an apparent gunshot
wound. He was transported to University
Hospital in Newark where he died a short
time later.

Anyone with information on the where-
abouts of Harris is urged to contact Detec-
tive Jason Everitt of the Homicide Task
Force at (908) 347-9176.

Union County Crimestoppers is offer-
ing a reward of up to $5,000 for the arrest
and indictment of Harris. Anyone with
information may call the Crimestoppers
Tipline (908) 654-TIPS.

All calls are kept anonymous and con-

Key News of Last Week

fidential. Prosecutors said that Harris
should be considered armed and danger-
ous. These criminal charges are accusa-
tions and defendants are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court of law.

May 5, 2009 Otis Blunt Jail
Escape Update

On the day their trial was to begin, two
men who escaped from the Union County
jail in December 2007 pled guilty to an

indictment charging them
with the escape. Otis Blunt,
34, and Jose Espinosa, 21,
each pled guilty to a charge
of 3rd degree escape.

“The case highlighted
problems in operation of the
jail,” Prosecutor Romankow
said. “Subsequently,
changes were made and new
security measures, includ-
ing barbed wire and new
cameras were added. I am
hopeful that these new addi-
tions will keep the prisoners
behind bars until their re-

lease date.”
Blunt, of Toms River, and Espinosa of

Elizabeth, escaped from the Union County
jail between December 14 and 15, 2007.
Both escapees were recaptured within
hours of each other on January 8 and 9
after an intensive manhunt that involved
the Union County Police, Prosecutor’s
Office,  Sheriff’s Department and U.S.
Marshals.

Espinosa was located in a basement
apartment in Elizabeth, while Blunt was
tracked to a $10-a-night motel in Mexico.
Blunt was in jail at the time of the escape
awaiting trial for a robbery in Hillside.
Espinosa, who pled guilty to aggravated
manslaughter in January 2007, was await-
ing sentencing on those charges when he
escaped.

Assistant Prosecutor Ann Rubin, who
handled the case, said both men could
receive five years in prison at the time of
their sentencing. Blunt is being held with-
out bail at the state prison in Trenton.
Espinosa is currently serving a 17-year
sentence for his aggravated manslaughter
charge. Sentencing for both men is sched-
uled for June 26 before state Superior
Court Judge Joseph P. Donohue in Eliza-
beth.

Wanted
Laquan Harris

Please join us at the 

campaign kickoff bash to re-elect 

Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Sunday, May 17, 2009

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Casual attire 

Paid for by Re-Elect Andy Skibitsky for Mayor, 
William Kelly, Treasurer, 1121 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Home of Dan & Lori Duffy

531 Colonial Avenue, Westfield, NJ 

Janice Sampson, Events Manager
JLSampson@hotmail.com or 908.789.0923

Visit us at www.Andy2009.com

RSVP
Contact

Stamler Graduates Aux.
Officers, Laganga Retires

SCOTCH PLAINS – The John H.
Stamler Police Academy graduated 26
auxiliary officers at ceremonies held April
30 in Baxel Hall on the Union County
Vocational-Technical High Schools cam-
pus.

The graduates are: from Cranford Po-
lice Department, Edward Bernier, Justin
Conklin, Gregory Federici, Ewa Jackson,
and Michael Meistrell; from Hillside Po-
lice Department, Shalom Hoffer and
Alexander Munoz; from Linden Police
Department, Fernando Chipelo,
Alexander De La Cuesta, Bartlomiej Glab
and Nelson Ventura; from New Provi-
dence Police Department, Bryan Paul,
who received the Award for Academic
Excellence; from Rahway Police Depart-
ment, Robert Black, Judith DiMaio, Shaun
Hall, Michael Rivera, Ronald Saint Juste,
Dion Smith and Tara Tilton; from Spring-
field Police Department, David Root and
John Vesper, class president; from Sum-
mit Police Department, Augustis Grimanis
and John Rice, Jr.; from Union Police
Department, Jeremiah Bechtel, Steven
Flagg and Rui (Roy) Sousa.

The graduates are of many professions
including nanny, domestic engineer
(homemaker), truck driver, cab driver,
auto mechanic, real estate agent, jeweler
and vice-president of marketing.

From mid-February through the end of
April, these civilian volunteers received
basic auxiliary officer training at the
Stamler Police Academy, in cooperation
with the Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management and Union County
Police Chiefs Association.

Plainfield Police Division’s Officer
Russell Gottlick, the lead auxiliary in-
structor, said he likes the motto Class 13
selected for their t-shirts, “Enter as many,
leave as one.”

Cranford Police Chief Eric Mason, who
serves as the president of the Union County
Police Chiefs Association, emceed the
ceremonies. He said auxiliary police of-
ficers serve as the “eyes and ears” of the
police department, and provide police
presence in the community.

“The uniformed officer can assist with
directing traffic and conduct both foot
and vehicle patrols, as well as assist with
special events, such as festivals, parades
and holiday activities,” he said. “They are
also called to serve the extremely impor-
tant role of supporting regular police de-
partments during a state of emergency or
other time of crisis.”

The Oath of Honor taken by all law
enforcement officers is administered to
auxiliary police officers upon their gradu-
ation.

Union County First Assistant Prosecu-
tor Albert Cernadas congratulated the
graduates, noting that their volunteerism

is “extremely valuable for our commu-
nity, especially in this time of ever-de-
creasing budgets and manpower.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), who serves on the State
Legislature’s Public Safety Committee,
was the keynote speaker. “Four concepts
come to mind when we speak about aux-
iliary officers: volunteerism, camarade-
rie, connecting with the community and
bravery. In today’s society, what better
four concepts do we need to bring to-
gether? You bring warmth and humility
to the public as a representative of our
government, and we thank you for your
courage, sincerity, volunteerism, brav-
ery, and your commitment to help each
other,” he said.

Special recognition was given to Ben
Laganga, who recently retired as the di-
rector of Union County’s Division of
Emergency Management, a position he
has held since May 1990. He was de-
scribed as a “hands-on leader” who was in
charge of a wide spectrum of responsi-
bilities including domestic preparedness,
hazardous materials and fire investiga-
tion. Mr. Laganga was said to be “dedi-
cated” to upgrading standards, equipment,
training and community education. He
testified before the United States Senate
Committee regarding “worst case sce-
narios” on the Internet according to the
Clean Air Act’s Risk Management Plan.

Auxiliary officer Tara Tilton said, “Ben is
a man of honor and integrity, and has always
chosen to do the right thing, even when doing
the right thing was a difficult choice.”

Mr. Laganga’s revamped the emer-
gency management in Union County. One
of his accomplishments was the addition
of a high tech emergency response com-
munications command center that is sup-
ported by a mobile unit, both of which are
equipped with state-of-the-art equipment.
Mr. Laganga took over training of auxil-
iary recruits when he became OEM direc-
tor. He partnered with the prosecutor and
Union County Police Chiefs Association
to run the academy. The first class trained
under this program graduated in Decem-
ber 1993.

Sgt. Michael Small with the New Jersey
State Police’s Emergency Management
section, which oversees all auxiliary of-
ficer training, congratulated the graduates.

Summit Chief Robert Lucid, academy
superintendent, said the next Auxiliary
Officers Basic Training is slated to start in
February 2010. Anyone interested should
contact the police department in the com-
munity in which they live.

For more information, contact Karen
Positan at the Stamler Police Academy,
1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, call
(908) 889.9028 or e-mail
kpositan@ucnj.org.

Navy Seaman Maehl
Completes Basic

WESTFIELD — Navy Seaman Ap-
prentice Jeffrey K. Maehl, son of Barbara
and Kenneth P. Maehl of Westfield, re-
cently completed U.S. Navy basic train-
ing at Recruit Training Command, Great
Lakes, Ill.

During the eight-week program, Maehl
completed a variety of training which
included classroom study and practical
instruction on naval customs, first aid,
firefighting, water safety and survival,
and shipboard and aircraft safety. An
emphasis was also placed on physical
fitness. The capstone event of boot camp
is “Battle Stations.” This exercise gives
recruits the skills and confidence they
need to succeed in the fleet.

“Battle Stations” is designed to galva-
nize the basic warrior attributes of sacri-
fice, dedication, teamwork and endur-
ance in each recruit through the practical
application of basic Navy skills and the
core values of Honor, Courage and Com-
mitment. Its distinctly Navy flavor was
designed to take into account what it
means to be a sailor. Maehl is a 2007
graduate of Westfield High School.

IDENTITY LOGGED...Children sign up last year for the Child ID program at the
Atlas Pythagoras Lodge in Westfield.

Child ID Program Set for
May 16 in Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Atlas Pythagoras
Masonic Lodge, located at 1011 Central
Avenue in Westfield, will hold its 18th
annual Child ID program this Saturday,
May 16,  from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Children will be fingerprinted by a law
enforcement officer, then videotaped.
Then the child will bite down on a wafer
to create a tooth print, DNA sample and
preserve the child’s scent.

The lodge and law enforcement offic-
ers will not keep the identifications. All
the information on a DVD will be given
only to parents/guardians.

The identity items can be a powerful
tool in the case of a missing child, authori-
ties said. The parents can give the infor-
mation to police. Newspapers, television
and the Internet can also be solicited for
immediate assistance.

The program is free. Light refresh-
ments will be served, and there will be

balloons for the children. For further in-
formation, call the Atlas Pythagoras Lodge
at (908) 233-7349.

GW Library Hosts
Panic Presentation

GARWOOD – On Thursday, May 21,
at 7 p.m., a representative from Panic
Relief, Inc., will present a program at the
Garwood Public Library on “Overcom-
ing your fears, agoraphobia, and anticipa-
tory anxiety.”

Situations that may trigger panic at-
tacks, fears and phobias will be addressed,
presenting techniques and strategies to
help overcome these issues.

This program is free. Registration is
required at the circulation desk or by
calling (908) 789-1670. The library is
located at the corner of Walnut Street and
Third Avenue.

“Income Strategies, 2009”
A Dinner Financial Workshop 

Admission is free, but seating is limited.  
Each attendee will be entitled to receive a Complementary 1 hour consultation 

 For reservations, call  us at 732-635-0900 Ext.  703,  or e-mail: jlaloof@royalaa.com 

Topics will include: 
 Income Investment strategies that may help 
make sure you do not out-live your assets or 
income;

Taxable versus tax-free investing

Income opportunities available TODAY, as 
       presented by our Special Guest Presenter... 

Brett Egner—Vice President 
First Trust Portfolios, LP 

Our evening’s sponsor

Mattos Capital Management, LLC & 
JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 

present 

Your Hosts:  David Mattos, RFC
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  
Author of the Investment Manual  

“Rolling Over: Retirement Investing in Uncertain Times”

Thursday May 21, 2009 
Dinner will be served at 6:30 PM

Acquaviva Delle Fonti
115 Elm Street— Westfield, New Jersey

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered 
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Investors should consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of unit investment trusts carefully before investing.  Please call  
732-635-0900 for a prospectus which contains this and other information about the trusts.  Please read the prospectus carefully before investing.   

Investment return and principal value of unit investment trusts will vary with market conditions so that units, when redeemed, may be worth more or less 
than their original cost.
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THANKS…At the April meeting of the Union County League of Municipalities in
Scotch Plains, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, right, presented former Cranford
Mayor Robert Puhak a plaque thanking him for his service as the chairman in 2008.
The league consists of mayors from the 21 municipalities in the county that meets
monthly to share knowledge for the betterment of all communities.

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

TOURING THE CAPITAL…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union), last week, met
with Brian and Shirley Burton of Westfield in his Capitol Hill Office. Mr. Lance
and his staff helped the Burtons obtain special gallery passes for touring the
United States Capitol Building for when Congress is in session.

DeCroce and Bramnick:
Release Budget Options Now
STATE – Assembly Republican

Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26, Mor-
ris Plains) and Republican Whip Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) called
on Governor Jon Corzine to immedi-
ately release the budget options he is
considering in order to balance the
state’s projected $2-billion deficit.

According to Mr. DeCroce and Mr.
Bramnick, Governor Corzine has in-
dicated he has contingency plans in
place that have been planned for
months, but as of yet, he has declined
to reveal them. Some news reports
say he may wait as late as June to
reveal specifics.

“The Governor needs to come for-
ward and provide information to both
the Legislature and the public on how
he plans to address the catastrophic
shortfall that the Office of Legislative
Services is forecasting,” Mr. DeCroce
said.

“The state’s continued revenue de-
cline has dramatically increased the
challenge to balance the budget,” he
added. “The Legislature cannot wait
until June to begin sorting through all
the options the governor will put on
the table and then approve a spending
plan that begins July 1.”

Mr. DeCroce continued, “The Gov-
ernor owes it to the taxpayers to out-
line his strategy immediately. Putting
off a serious debate on the budget
about budget alternatives until June
is irresponsible.”

Among the options reportedly un-
der consideration are cutting aid to
municipalities and schools, reducing
or eliminating property tax rebates or
increasing taxes.

Governor Corzine has said his ad-
ministration needed to examine what
the June 15 revenue numbers looked
like before releasing details of how
he plans to balance the budget.

“In order to make an informed de-
cision about how to balance revenues
and expenses, Governor Corzine
should present the options he is weigh-
ing to the public right now,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

“Legislators need to be able to
obtain feedback from their constitu-
ents on the best approach to solve
this crisis,” Mr. Bramnick added.
“We can’t make an informed deci-
sion without having any informa-
tion to evaluate and share. The gov-
ernor should not delay telling the
public what alternatives he is con-
sidering.”

Mr. DeCroce said, “If further cuts
to municipalities are part of his plan,
then Governor Corzine needs to share
that now so that towns can prepare.”

Mr. DeCroce continued, “Last-
minute surprises will wreak havoc for
those who will be impacted. Instead of
keeping the public in the dark until the
last minute, he needs to stop avoiding
that the fact that the taxpayers have a
right to know how he plans on making
up for the huge revenue loss.”

Mr. DeCroce also said that if Gov-
ernor Corzine plans on employing
“the same gimmick” used by former
governor Jim McGreevey to delay
the final (June) school aid payment
due to districts until July, or cancel
the payment entirely, that, too, should
be disclosed immediately so districts
can prepare for the fallout.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Ex-Lobbyist Faces 18 Months
For Stalking Asm. Cryan

Former Trenton lobbyist Karen
Golding, 39, of West Orange will be
sentenced for stalking state Demo-
cratic Chairman and state Assembly-
man Joe Cryan and his family, state
Court Judge Salem Ahto in
Morristown ruled on Monday, nj.com
reported. The judge said Golding vio-
lated her pretrial intervention pro-
gram “indirectly” by contacting Mr.
Cryan and his relatives. She could
receive up to 18 months in jail when
sentenced June 19.
Plainfield Utilities Auth. Blasted
For Sending Workers to Conf.
The Plainfield Municipal Utili-

ties Authority (PMUA) has been
criticized for sending 13 employees
to the 2009 National Forum for
Black Public Administrators last
month in Oakland, Calf. The trip,
which cost $25,000, follows the
authority’s announcement that the
PMUA was significantly increas-
ing rates, while laying off over a
dozen workers.

“I think it’s ridiculous, it’s an out-
rage, to have the PMUA — in light of
the challenges taxpayers are facing
lately, and the fact that people are
being laid off — pay money to take
people out to California,” said
Plainfield Councilman Adrian Mapp,
a candidate for mayor, in a
mycentraljersey.com report.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-
22, Plainfield), in the same report,
said, “This is the final straw, because
the public is crying out that this has to
stop.”

Delaware Valley Ex-Super
 Pleads Guilty to Embezzlement
The former superintendent of Dela-

ware Valley Regional High School,
Robert Walsh, 43, has pleaded guilty to
a federal charge of embezzlement and
a state charge of official misconduct for
stealing over $90,000 from the school.

Trust Fund Set Up
For DeFilippo Defense

Politickernj.com has reported that
State Senator Raymond Lesniak (LD-
20, Elizabeth), Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan (LD-20, Union) and
Monmouth County Democratic
Chairman Victor Scudiery are orga-
nizing and administering a trust fund
to pay legal bills for Union County
Democratic Party Chairwoman Char-
lotte DeFilippo.

The New Jersey Attorney General’s
office has investigated Ms. DeFilippo,
since November 2007, for her “pub-
lic and private business dealings.”
The Star-Ledger has reported that
documents from the Union County
Improvement Authority, where she
serves as executive director; as well
as information on her duties as an aid
to former Assemblyman Neil Cohen,
who was indicted on child pornogra-
phy charges, were subpoenaed as part
of the probe as well as records show-
ing the Union County Democrats
involvolvement in 2006 Roselle
Democratic Primary.
Politickernj.com was unable to reach
Ms. DeFilippo or Mr. Scudiery for
comment. Asm. Cryan declined to
comment when reached by
politickernj.com.

Board to Vote on $586,972
Contract for Dog Park

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
are set to vote tonight on a  $586,972
contract for improvements to the
county’s dog park at Echo Lake Park
in Westfield/Mountainside.  The con-
tract is to be awarded to Falcon Ridge
Construction of Watchung,

According to Sebastian D’Elia, a
county spokesman, the dog park  will
include a paver walkway with two
kiosks located on both sides, a wait-
ing/viewing area with a gazebo to
shade dog owners, self-closing gates,
benches, dog water fountains, dog
bag stations, and a dog wash pad near
the parking lot to clean the dogs upon
exit of the park.

The dog park will be split up into
four main enclosed areas with the ga-
zebo. Mr. D’Elia said there is a “pas-
sive” area, which contains a large dog
play area and a small dog play area.
There will also be an “active” dog run
area which will include one area for the
small dogs and another for the large
dogs located on existing lawn surface.
All four areas will have enclosed “cool
down” areas in order to contain dogs,
which may get out of control.

The board will vote on whether to
increase  a contract with Aramsco
Thorofare, a company that provides
environmental clean-up and hazardous
materials-related products. The revi-
sion would modify the estimate from
$3,972 to $50,000  in response to recent
health alerts due to the swine flu.

9292WINE 
ADVOCATE
POINTS

9595WINE 
ADVOCATE
POINTS

9393WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTSKathryn Hall Cabernet Sauvignon 2005

95-100 . . . . . . . Classic
90-94 . . . . Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69. . . Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

Ruffino
Modus 2005
Ruffino’s Modus boasts thick
extraction in the form of 
chocolate fudge and cherry
candy. Lighter tones of apple
skin and green herbs pick up
the rear. It’s on the ripe side
with prune-like flavors.

$19.99

Louis Martini
Sonoma Cabernet
2006
Fabulously sweet aromas of
black currants, licorice and
cedar soar from the glass of 
this medium to full-bodied wine.
Silky tannins as well as 
surprising concentration, 
depth and texture.

$12.99

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not
responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display
purposes only. Effective Wed., May 13 thru Tues., May 26, 2009.

Beringer 
Private Reserve
Chardonnay 2007
Intense and vibrant, rich and
full-bodied, with a complex mix
of ripe pear, honeysuckle and
honeydew melon. Gains depth
and nuance, with a subtle mix
of flavors on the finish. 
Drink now through 2012.

$26.99

Peter Lehmann
Shiraz 2005
Round and generous. A lively
mouthful of cherry, tobacco and
earthy spice flavors, lingering
impressively on the focused finish.
A tinge of savory beet adds interest.

$13.99Wine Spectator: 91

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon Blanc 2008
Fragrant and complex, with a
refreshing burst of lime, quava,
grapefruit and grass flavors. Wet
stone, passion fruit and oyster shell
accents add interest, with bright
acidity highlighting the vivid finish.

$13.99Wine Spectator: 91

Shingleback
Shiraz 2005
A vibrant red. Lifted blackberry and
strawberry aromas are enhanced with
nuances of chocolate and vanilla. 
A full-bodied wine with a velvety mouth-
feel and a long, lingering finish.

$14.99Wine Enthusiast: 90

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Eroica Riesling 2007
Bright and juicy, with bracing
acidity against lightly sweet,
expressive pear, apricot and
quince aromas and flavors,
remaining vibrant as the 
finish persists.

$17.99

Clos de Los Siete
2007
Opaque purple-colored and
offers up a superb bouquet of
toasty oak, violets, mineral,
black currant, blueberry and
black cherry. This is followed 
by a layered wine with gobs of
ripe fruit, a plush texture and
outstanding balance.

$13.99

Robert Oatley 
Western Australia
Sauvignon Blanc 2008
Bright and refreshing. A lively
mouthful of gooseberry, lime,
green apple and pine needle 
aromas and flavors, lingering 
easily on the finish.

$14.99

Wine Spectator: 91

Wine Spectator: 91

Girard
Petite Syrah 2006
This wine explodes with berries,
cherries, chocolate, violets, 
sandalwood, pepper and cedar
aromas and flavors.

$24.99Wine Enthusiast: 92

Frog’s Leap
Napa Chardonnay
2007
Rich and firm, this chardonnay
shows a sleek minerality 
undergirding ripe, green apple,
pear and smoky vanilla flavors.
Very nice.

$24.99Wine Enthusiast: 90

Wine Enthusiast: 90

Robert Oatley Mudgee
Chardonnay 2007
Vibrant and generous, delivering a
lively mouthful of orange-accented
apple, pear and floral aromas and
flavors, nicely focused to breeze
through the finish against mouth-
watering acidity.

$14.99Wine Spectator: 90

Ruffino Chianti
Classico Riserva
Ducale Oro 2004
This wine is layered, full-bodied
with attractive notes of tobacco,
sweet red cherries, wild herbs
and toasted oak. Dense, 
persistent and complex.

$29.99

Wine Advocate: 90

La Mano Mencia Tinto Roble 2006
A fragrant red wine with intense cherry red colour,
with spice and red fruit aromas. Elegant and fruity
character. Well balanced on the palate.

$7.99

Robert Mondavi Oakville Cabernet 2005Robert Mondavi Oakville Cabernet 2005
Violet hue. Pretty nose with tobacco, leather and plum scents. 
Nice blend of black fruit and graphite has the great backing of 
cedar-laced tannins. Tart, drying notes on the finish with hints of 
maple and focused finish. $36.99

Joseph Phelps Insignia 2005Joseph Phelps Insignia 2005
Elegant and restrained, the wine is also rich, dense, pure, with 
chocolatey cassis notes, intermixed with hints of subtle wood, 
roasted herbs and spice. It is ripe, rich, full-bodied but in need of 
4 to 5 more years of bottle age. $169.99

SPECIALSPECIAL

Peter Lehmann
Cabernet Sauvignon
2005
Ripe and focused, with a beam of
cherry and savory flavors that are
nicely shaded by hints of all-spice and
white pepper as the finish lingers
against a gentle grip of tannins.

$13.99Wine Spectator: 90

Zenato Valpolicella
Superiore Ripassa 
2006
A lovely wine that reveals clarity
and precision in its perfumed 
dark fruit. This vibrant, poised
Valpolicella offers tons of depth
and a long, refreshing finish.

$21.99Wine Advocate: 93

Gary Farrell
Sauvignon Blanc
2006
This Sauvignon Blanc shows bright,
forward aromas of ripe grapefruit,
citrus zest and gooseberry. The fla-
vors mirror the aromas, which are
enhanced with hints of white peach,
apricot, and honeydew.

$19.99

Cloudy Bay
Sauvignon Blanc
2008
Light and tart, with a zip to the
acidity that carries the vivid, celery-
tinged gooseberry and lime flavors,
lingering impressively on the
sharply focused finish.

$24.99Wine Spectator: 91

95-100 . . . . . . . Classic
90-94 . . . . Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69. . . Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

WINES WITH RATINGS OF

90Points or More... for $30 orLess!90Points or More... for $30 orLess!
Matua Sauvignon
Blanc “Paretai” 2008
This jazzy white is generous with
its grapefruit, pear and fresh herb
aromas and flavors, mingling on the
juicy, lively finish. Distinctive for the
balance of citrus and stone fruit.

$17.99Wine Spectator: 92

Poggio al Casone
La Cattura 2006
Shows freshly sliced plum, with
crushed raspberry, almost peach.
Full-bodied, with soft velvety tannins
and a long, clean and crisp finish.

$12.99Wine Spectator: 90

Wine Spectator: 90

Kathryn Hall Cabernet Sauvignon 2005
This Cabernet reveals a deep ruby/purple color as well as sweet, tarry, 
black currant and chocolate notes with hints of wood and spice box. 
Deep, layered and impressive. $59.99

Wine Advocate: 91

Wine Advocate: 90

Wine Advocate: 91

Wine Enthusiast: 91

Bodegas LAN
Rioja Reserva 2004
A silky texture carries expressive
flavors of black plum, violet, licorice
and smoke in this focused, bal-
anced red. Has good intensity, yet
remains vibrant and accessible.

$14.99Wine Spectator: 90

OF THE MONTH

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., May 26, 2009.

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

ShopRite Wines & Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and service.
We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asw. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark, Rahway  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org* (in progress)
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

Dear Friend,
In January, I was sworn into Congress

as your new Congressman. It’s truly an
honor and a privilege to represent the
people of New Jersey’s Seventh Con-
gressional District in Washington.

Our country is facing some difficult
economic challenges. As a member of the
House Financial Services Committee, I
am using my experience to advocate for
fiscal responsibility in Washington and
deliver economic relief and reform to
New Jersey’s hard-working families.

There are some politicians in Wash-
ington that want to increase federal spend-
ing by raising taxes. I strongly disagree.
Like you, I know New Jerseyeans pay
some of the highest taxes in the country.
We are not “super-rich.” We are hard-
working, middle-class families who face
one of the highest costs of living in the
nation. And it makes absolutely no sense
to raise our taxes at a time of economic
crisis.

That’s why I am fighting to keep your
taxes low. For example, I support elimi-
nating the onerous alternative minimum
tax (AMT) and am leading an effort in
Congress to protect the current mortgage
interest tax deduction. And I am working
to reduce wasteful spending while help-
ing to protect and create jobs.

Here at home, I’ve opened up an office
in Westfield that will bring many impor-
tant constituent services closer to you.
Whether it’s cutting through bureaucratic
red tape, helping with a visit to Washing-
ton, D.C., offering a congressional in-
ternship or assisting with a service acad-
emy nomination, my Westfield office is
here to help you.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at
(908) 518-7733 or visit my website
Lance.house.gov. I hope to hear from you
soon.

Best personal wishes. Sincerely,

Leonard Lance
Member of Congress

Here at Home, I Hope
to Hear From You Soon

Girl Scouts Thank
Animal Shelter

During March, our troop, Cadette Troop
490 – Westfield Girl Scouts – Washing-
ton Rock Council, organized a collection
drive for the Union Township Animal
Shelter at two sites in Westfield: Holy
Trinity Interparochial School on First
Street and Its Reigning Cats and Dogs on
Central Avenue.

We would like to thank our principal,
Sister Maureen Fichner, for supporting
this project and our school community for
their overwhelming generosity. We would
also like to thank Ann Marie at Its Reign-
ing Cats and Dogs for allowing us to have
a collection site at the salon. We appreci-
ate your assistance and generosity.

Thank you to all who donated to the
drive. Your support helped make the drive
a success. The Union Township Animal
Shelter was extremely grateful and the
animals at the shelter will have the sup-
plies they need.

Abby Brennan, Shannon Feury,
Mary McDermott, Catherine Serzan

Westfield

SP’s Chupko Experienced
Waterboarding, Defends its Role

Roastery Owner Apologizes to Public,
Accepts Employee’s Resignation

My name is Ahrre Maros, owner of
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery and long-time
resident of Westfield. I read the previous
letters to the editor concerning my store
clerk with shock and horror as most of
you did — and I want to publicly apolo-
gize for the behavior of this employee.

Unfortunately, I cannot say that I was
unaware of his curt and sometimes rude
approach to my customers. I realized early
on that he doesn’t have the right person-
ality for a customer-service job but found
him to be incredibly loyal, reliable, hard-
working and honest in a seemingly thank-
less job — so I overlooked the continual
complaints I would get about him, attrib-
uting his behavior to an eccentricity or
cross-cultural disconnect.

It is hard to find and retain good help at
the level of pay a small shop like mine can
afford. His ability to run the shop effi-
ciently kept him with me. I guess it be-
came a co-dependent relationship. As time
went by, I became used to defending him,
and before you know it, 13 years has
passed!

On his behalf, I must say that he is truly

well-meaning, incredibly intelligent and
quite pleasant under calm circumstances
but would often become rattled by the
demands of a busy shop – which he would
mostly run for me by himself.

The first letter to the editor on April 30,
resulted in such an outpouring of e-mails
and remarks from my customers that he
offered his resignation for the good of the
store. I accepted it.

I apologize to everyone who had a less
than positive experience at my shop re-
sulting from a seemingly bad attitude
from this employee. I especially apolo-
gize to Gina Totino for her experience on
that day with the fire in the potted plant,
and to Westfield’s Police and Fire De-
partments for the unnecessary visit.

I ask everyone to forgive me for allow-
ing this to go on for so long. I was compla-
cent. Fortunately, I have a wealth of ap-
plicants for his position and have already
posted a sign: “Under New Management.”
Once again, I apologize.

Ahrre Maros
Westfield

I would like to comment on Mr. Robert
Fox’s letter to the editor on May 7, 2009.
He’s right!

Where were all of you liberals when
my buddies and I were being waterboarded
by the U.S. Navy at a simulated POW
camp in the hills of Warner Springs, Cali-
fornia, in 1969 in 90-plus heat?

After a week of foraging for food, and
sleep deprivation, we ended up in a barbed-
wire compound where they tried to make
us sign statements that we murdered
women and children in Vietnam. Hell, I
had never been there yet!

This resort had all the amenities of
being locked in a small black box for an

hour in the hot sun (instead of a sauna).
We were slapped around and thrown

into walls (instead of massages and car-
diovascular workouts), and if you wanted
to relax and get out of the sun, they would
put you in a casket, lower it into the
ground and throw dirt on it.

Waterboarding was my favorite; it
cooled me off in the hot sun. So, all you
bleeding-heart liberals, when it comes to
dealing with the people that beheaded and
murdered our servicemen, you might try
telling them to “go to your room!”

Frank Chupko
Scotch Plains

Garwood Generosity
Receives Thanks

The Garwood Knights of Columbus
would like to thank everyone who do-
nated to our annual fundraiser for “Physi-
cally and Mentally Challenged Citizens”
the weekend of April 18. Your generosity
resulted in $6,172 being collected by our
members within the Borough of Garwood.

Please know that the entire amount
collected is donated to the following local
organizations: Garwood Public School
Pre-K Handicap Program, Union County
Special Olympics, ARC of Union County,
Union County Day Training Center, New
Jersey State Special Olympics and Catho-
lic Community Services.

Our special thanks to the following
people for their cooperation and support:
Rev. Richard Villanova, Pastor of The
Church of St. Anne, and the parishioners;
Kings Store Manager Donna Carrol,
ShopRite Store Manager Joe Barbato,
PathMark Store Manager Vincent
Telesco, Quick Check Store Manager,
Chris Dicapua and Dunkin Donuts Mar-
keting Manager Evy Ronquillo.

In closing our thanks again to all of our
council members, their families and “our
friends” of the Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus who volunteered the many hours
in collecting, that made this very worthy
fundraiser in helping the less fortunate, a
great success.

Michael Washleski,
Keith Gallagher, Garwood

Layoff of Two Dozen SP Employees
Is ‘Potentially Catastrophic’

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Township of Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool and copied to the newspaper.

*****
The news that over two dozen town-

ship employees have been advised that
they will be unemployed within weeks is
very disturbing and potentially cata-
strophic. It would seem that methods can
be implemented that would keep all cur-
rent township employees working with-
out breaking the township budget.

For example: Furloughs from work for
all municipal workers to compensate for
the shortfall in budget; sharing more ser-
vices with Fanwood; postponing, per-
haps indefinitely, the hiring of a replace-
ment for the open position of municipal
manager.

There certainly does not appear to be a
compelling need to fill that position, and
the current staffers assuming those duties
seem to be doing well enough getting the
job done. (By the way, if the budget was
so tight, why was former Municipal Man-
ager Michael Capabianco allowed to pro-
ceed with his plan to reconfigure office
floor plans in the municipal building?
That certainly was not a necessary ex-
pense.)

The collateral damage of eliminating
certain positions is also significant.

For example, Marie Davis in the Tax
Assessor’s office is the person who sees
to it that the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-
F) Food Pantry exists to assist township
residents in need of food and groceries. If
Mrs. Davis’ job is eliminated, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Food Pantry will be
forced to close. My understanding is that
some of the food pantry clients have no
way of getting to other food pantry loca-
tions. Since my son Gary Herzberg cre-
ated the “Neighbor to Neighbor” pro-
gram four years ago to enable township
residents to more easily donate to the SP-
F food pantry, the collection bins at the
local libraries have provided significant
amounts of products to help the needy in

our own community at no cost to the
taxpayers. Scotch Plains needs Marie
Davis, not only as a paid employee of the
municipality, but also as a vital force for
helping people in need within our com-
munity.

Regarding the proposed sewer tax: is
implementing an across-the-board new
tax the only way to get schools, churches,
the YMCA, JCC, the local hospice and
other organizations to pay their fair share?
If those entities do not pay real estate
taxes, why can’t they still be asked to pay
a fair share of utilities used?

Based upon the information provided
in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, it
would seem that some remedies are being
rejected out of hand by the township
council. For example, families with chil-
dren who use ball fields should help pay
for the extra burden of maintaining those
fields; and families who send their chil-
dren to summer recreation department
programs should pay a more reasonable
fee for those services. These usage fees
are not on par with paving roads as 100
percent of township residents benefit from
well-maintained roads, although signifi-
cantly fewer people use the parks and ball
fields. (If one were to concur with such
faulty reasoning, I’d have to pay less than
my assessed taxes because my street has
not been paved in over 50 years.)

My family and I hope the “powers that
be” in the township will find more reason-
able and compassionate ways to save the
jobs of our police officers, public works
and other municipal employees, particu-
larly during these harsh economic times
when these loyal employees and neigh-
bors would have difficulty finding new
jobs.

Wendy Herzberg
Scotch Plains

Everyone Should Give an Inch
Before We Lose a Mile

Politics for the region and the state will be very
interesting this year – non-stop through to the Gen-
eral Election on November 3. Matters are very
important, and all are urged to follow the proceed-
ings and participate. There’s much at stake, and we’ll
be reporting on it all.

All 80 State Assembly seats and the Governorship
are up for election. The feature race locally is the
mayoral election in Westfield where Bill Brennan,
former Westfield Municipal Judge, contests Mayor
Andy Skibitsky’s run for re-election. They’ve al-
ready started campaigning for this $1-per-year sala-
ried position, a four-year term. It looms to be spir-
ited, and Westfielders love their local politics. Be-
sides the fervor for the action, the winner of the
mayoral seat in Westfield appoints many paid posi-
tions such as town attorney, judge and several other
attorney positions.

Some town council seats are up for election in
Westfield, Fanwood, Scotch Plains and elsewhere.
These too add to the mix.

Near at hand, though, is the June 2 Primary Elec-
tion, where normally, little is at stake as the party
choices habitually prevail. One feisty exception this
year might be the GOP contest for the party’s nod as
candidate for governor in November’s General Elec-
tion to oppose Governor Jon Corzine’s foray for re-
election. Former U.S. Attorney Chris Christie, al-
though receiving strong support from the Republi-
can Party statewide as a result of his anti-corruption
platform, is receiving a strapping challenge from
Steve Lonegan, former mayor of Bogota. Mr. Lonegan
has devoted followers supporting his strong stances
on taxes and other issues. Only the June Primary will
tell who has the broad-based support.

National and state Democratic organizations have
been said to be throwing aid to the Lonegan primary
campaign to muddy the GOP waters in hopes of
damaging Mr. Christie’s image – in that the Dems
must believe that Mr. Christie will be Mr. Corzine’s
opponent after June 2.

The Primary Election this year has some interest-
ing wrinkles. This is the first year New Jersey will
elect a lieutenant governor. The winners of the
Primary Election for governor have 30 days to pick
their running mate, and they will be elected con-
jointly – much like that of president and vice-presi-
dent of the United States.

The qualifications for lieutenant governor are the
same as for governor — a person must be 30 years of
age or older, a U.S. citizen for at least 20 years and a
resident of New Jersey for the seven years preceding
the election. The governor cannot be at the same time
a member of Congress or hold any other office in the
state. If the governor accepts another position, the
Office of Governor immediately becomes vacant.

The governor of New Jersey is embodied with
considerable power and is the only state official
elected statewide. The drive to have a lieutenant
governor finally took roots, as currently by law,
during the governor’s absence or upon leaving of-
fice, the state senate president becomes acting gov-
ernor. This has resulted in a Merry-Go-Round of
acting governors in the last decade given former
Governor James McGreevey’s resignation and former
Governor Christine Whitman leaving office to serve
as Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) admin-
istrator in Washington. The situation is further pep-
pered by the many sojourns of the governor leaving
the state for trips to Israel and places beyond.

Separation of powers becomes an issue when the
Senate president retains his legislative leadership
position, yet, then also becomes the chief executive

as acting governor.
So, one would think that the new position of

lieutenant governor would solve this problem. But
does it? There are no defined powers or duties for the
new lt. governor position. Even if the governor
leaves office, the lt. governor becomes governor
only temporarily, and an election must be held to fill
the governor’s position. In some states, such as
Missouri, the lt. governor has been relegated to
judging frog-jumping contests.

This leads one to believe that the gubernatorial
candidates will select their running mates for lt.
governor solely on perception – i.e., who might be
the most politically correct choice with the best
chance for swinging the most votes for the governor.
We suspect there will be an interesting dance of
rumors leaked of those being considered prior to the
ultimate announcements. The choices can come
from a far-ranging field, although the qualifications
requirements would restrict the choice from being
that of governor of Alaska.

If you’re a registered voter but not affiliated with
a political party, as about half are in New Jersey, you
can still vote in the June 2 Primary Election by
simply walking into the polling place. A voter de-
clares his or her affiliation as a Democrat or Repub-
lican upon voting in the Primary. Afterwards, one
could then file to change back to unaffiliated status,
if desired.

We believe the government proceedings in the
background during June at the state and local levels
will be far more dramatic and important than the
Primary Election. State government has mangled the
financial coffers over the last decade, and matters
will be crashing at hand during June. The first
problem is that the state is about $2 billion in the red
out of a $30 billion budget for this fiscal year, which
ends June 30. State law prohibits a deficit. What are
they going to do? We’ve seen no rational actions
proposed. The ostrich’s head remains in the sand.

Also, July 1 is the deadline for the state to adopt the
budget for the coming year. The last few years were
a horror show of malfeasance, patronage, greed and
corruption. Furthermore, many of the bills that should
have been paid in the past, such as pension payments,
were deferred, but can no longer wait. Also, ex-
penses normally paid by the state are being passed
down to municipalities. To add to the mess, the state
has imposed a limit on municipalities and school
boards that restricts raising property taxes above 4
percent. True, property taxes have gotten out of
control for many reasons such as stated above.

This is leading to the potential for serious infra-
structure damage, whereby towns may be forced to
lay off essential services such as the police force and
school teachers.

None of the school, state or municipal unions are
budging on requests to accept reduced raises to
prevent layoffs. Government executives, adminis-
trators and bureaucrats are not conceding to receive
pay reductions either; in fact, many of them are
receiving raises.

For several years, we and others have called on
Governor Corzine to act on an emergency basis to
address these problems. He has not, nor has his
predecessors.

Instead, more unfunded government programs are
being added by the state to the burden of the taxpayer
and businesses; the Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) and the Family Leave Act are examples.

The problems may seem insurmountable, but they
are not, in our opinion. Everyone should give an inch
before we lose a mile. Common sense wouldn’t hurt.

Complaints About
Coffee Roastery

Editor’s note: This letter was sent in
response to letters to the editor published
May 7 and April 30 regarding the Coffee
Roastery in Westfield.

I would hope The Westfield Leader
will exert better judgment in the future
over which letters to print. A customer
with an issue should complain to the
store’s owner. It is overly personal, un-
pleasant and uncalled-for when someone
who has had a minor run-in with a store
employee is given a platform to rant about
it in the paper. The Leader should direct
the person to the store’s owner, not allow
them to hang a readily identifiable indi-
vidual out to dry in the local paper.

It is irresponsible to allow bad press to
attach to an excellent small local business
unless you have a good and confirmed
basis.

Virginia Bucci
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Importuous – Without a port or har-

bor
2. Mise – In Old English law, an issue

to be tried
3. Perry – The fermented juice of pears
4. Saxicoline – Living or growing

among the rocks
HORARIOUS

1. Enduring for only an hour or two
2. Menacing; frightful
3. Resembling barley
4. Laughable; pathetic

PLOUTER
1. To wade in water with a splashing

noise
2. To whip or thrash
3. To delay; retard
4. To gather and store

SCHELLY
1. A steep slope; an abrupt declivity
2. A whitefish
3. A worthless fellow; a rogue
4. A peculiar bronzelike luster in cer-

tain minerals, often iridescent
HALOPHILOUS

1. Devoted to exercise and good health
2. Fond of storytelling, especially when

stretching the truth
3. Salt-loving, as plants native to salty

soils
4. Fond of rings, jewelry, etc.

See more letters on page 20
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GET A
REBATE 
UP TO
$1,000
with $0 down 
and 0% interest 
for 6 months
when you buy any qualified
Bryant central A/C system 
from Petro!*

• Affordable monthly payments**

• FREE estimates
• 24/7 customer service

You may be eligible for 2009
tax credits of  up to $1,500 on
installation costs from the
recent Economic Stimulus
Package!†

Call today!
866.254.7645
petro.com

*Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Rebates vary and only apply to new, qualified
Bryant central air conditioning installations. Finance charges accrue from the date of
purchase at the rate in effect and all accrued finance charges for the entire 
promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the
end of the promotional period. **Payments vary and are subject to credit approval.
†2009 stimulus HVAC tax credits are available equal to 30% of the installed costs (up to
$1,500) of qualified SEER and EER equipment. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Must present this ad at time of quote. Offer expires 6/30/09 and the equipment must 
be installed by 7/15/09. Offer is subject to change without notice. Additional terms and
conditions apply. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2009 Petro. P_09104

Keep a cool head 
and save this summer 
with Petro!

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

• IMMEDIATE ROLLBACK OF EXORBITANT 

$32.OO OVERTIME PARKING FINES

• END AGGRESSIVE TICKETING PRACTICES FOR 

PARKING VIOLATIONS

• AS OUR FORMER JUDGE I WILL INTRODUCE A 

PROGRAM TO MAKE OUR STREETS SAFE FROM 

SPEEDING VEHICLES TO PROTECT OUR 

CHILDREN AND PEDESTRIANS

• COORDINATE A PUBLIC/PRIVATE 

PARTNERSHIP TO IMPROVE OUR PLAYING 

FIELDS

• RESTORE A PROGRAM TO IMPROVE THE 

CONDITIONS OF OUR DETERIORATING ROADS

• APPOINT AN ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

TO ENSURE OUR TOWN IS “GREEN”

• REVAMP TOWN BUDGET PROCESS AND 

IMPROVE TRANSPARENCY

• IMPLEMENT SHARED SERVICES WITH 

NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES

Join the Campaign:
www.BrennanForMayor.net

to move westfield  forward

Paid for by Brennan for Mayor, James Tanella, Treasurer, 514 Birch Avenue, Westfield, NJ, 07090

n e w  i d e a s n e w  l e a d e r s h i p* * *

Action Plan:

p r o s e c u t o r * j u d g e * c o u n c i l m a n

BRENNAN
W i l l i a m L .

f o r  m a y o r

School Districts Post
Flu Information Guidelines

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
the public schools in the state by the N.J.
Department of Health and Senior Ser-
vices (DHSS) and forwarded to this news-
paper by Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
Superintendent Margaret Hayes

****
Dear Parents and Guardians:
We understand that many people are

concerned about the influenza A H1N1
(swine flu) outbreak. This is a new strain
of flu virus that has not infected humans
in the past. When a new flu virus begins
infecting people, public health officials
often take special measures to help slow
the spread of the virus.

The New Jersey Department of Health
and Senior Services and the New Jersey
Department of Education (DOEd) are in
contact with local school districts and
health departments, who will continue to
communicate with staff, students and
parents, and who will follow the same
kinds of universal precautions that have
helped us in the fight against seasonal flu
and other viruses.

Please be assured that while H1N1 in
New Jersey is cause for concern, at this
point, there is no cause for alarm. Below
are answers to some of the most fre-
quently-asked questions:

What is H1N1 flu (swine flu)? - a type
of flu virus that causes respiratory disease
that can spread from person to person.
Most people infected with this virus in the
U.S. have had mild cases of the disease,
but some have had more severe illness.

What are the symptoms? - In most
children, the symptoms of H1N1 flu are
similar to the symptoms of regular flu.
They include fever, body aches, tired-
ness, cough, headache, vomiting or sore
throat, chills, diarrhea.

How do I know if my child has been
exposed to H1N1 flu? - Children and
adults are at risk if they come in contact
with someone with the flu who is display-
ing the symptoms listed above. The pub-
lic health professionals in your school
and daycare center, nurses and local health
officials in your community have been
monitoring flu-like activity in their local
districts and provide ongoing guidance to
school leaders and parents. If there is a
risk at your school or daycare center,

public health officials will provide guid-
ance for school personnel and parents.

Be sure to teach your children about
how to avoid germs by always washing
their hands. They should also be reminded
to cover their mouths and noses whenever
they sneeze or cough.

Could my child just have allergies? -
Yes. One of the ways to tell the difference
is that children with allergies sneeze and
cough frequently, but do not have fever
and do not appear ill.

Should I let my child’s school know
that he or she may have the flu? - Yes.
When you call in to advise the school of
your child’s absence, tell the person who
answers the phone that you believe your
child has flu-like symptoms. If the proce-
dure in your school is to leave a message
on an answering machine, be sure to
include that information in your message.

What should I do if my child is sick? -
Unless they need medical attention, keep
sick children home. Do not send them to
school or to the daycare center. Call your
family doctor if you have questions.

Do not take your child to the emer-
gency room for mild illness including
cough and fever. The emergency room
should be used for serious illness. You do
not want your child to spread illness or
catch an illness while waiting.

Take your child to the emergency room
if the child is very sick. A very sick child
can have high fever, trouble breathing,
asthma symptoms that are getting worse,
severe nausea or vomiting, trouble keep-
ing down any fluids or can appear too
sleepy. Remember, if you have any ques-
tions, call your family doctor.

Have your child drink lots of clear
fluids, such as water, broth, sports drinks,
electrolyte beverages (like Pedialyte®)
to keep from becoming dehydrated.

Keep the sick child comfortable. Rest
is important.

For fever, sore throat and muscle aches,
use fever-reducing medicines that your
doctor may recommend based on your
child’s age. Do not use aspirin with chil-
dren or teenagers; it can cause Reye’s
syndrome, a life-threatening illness.

If someone in your home is sick keep
him or her away from those who are not
sick, in a separate room and away from
other family members if possible.

Keep tissues close to the sick person
and have a trash bag within reach.

Children who are sick with flu-like
illness should stay home from school or
the daycare center and stay away from
other people for seven days after the onset
of symptoms, or even longer if they still
have symptoms. Do not bring sick chil-
dren to stores, malls, theaters or other
places where there are groups of people.

How can my family and I keep from
getting the flu? - Wash your hands and
your children’s hands frequently with soap
and water for 20 seconds (sing the ABC
song or Happy Birthday twice.)

Everyone should cough and sneeze into
a tissue, sleeve or into the inside of their
elbow. Stay away from people who are
sick; if this cannot be done, try to main-
tain a distance of at least six feet.

For additional information, see nj.gov/
health and state.nj.us/education.

DHSS has a toll-free hotline to answer
questions from the general public and
New Jersey health care providers. The
hotline number is (866) 321-9571.

Lucille Davy, DOEd Comm.
Heather Howard, DHSS Comm.

Westfield Students Work to Help
Dominican Republic School

Project ’79, the alternative-education
program within Westfield High School, is
currently involved in an ambitious fund-
raising initiative, which we’d like to in-
form you of today. The program is raising
money to fund construction of a school,
medical clinic and water purification sys-
tem in La Javilla de la Cruz Grande, a
small town in the Dominican Republic.

Last summer, several of our students
traveled to the Dominican Republic to
help with the early stages of construction,
and we will do the same this summer.

This, as you might imagine, is no small
endeavor. As part of our fundraising ef-
forts, the Project ’79 senior class is hold-
ing a silent auction at the school on Fri-
day, May 15, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in
cafeteria B. We’re asking community
members to help us with this event by
making donations to the auction.

We are open to many different kinds of
donations, be they material items (i.e.,
store donations), services (i.e., piano les-
sons), event tickets (i.e., Yankees tick-
ets), or trips (i.e., weekend away at a
shore house). If you are willing and able
to make a donation, we would greatly
appreciate it.

In addition, we are selling tickets: $10
(and $5 in advance if you donate an item).
If you have additional questions, would
like to make a donation or would like to
purchase tickets, please feel free to con-
tact the Project ’79 office at (908) 789-
4188, or e-mail me at
phorn@westfieldnjk12.org to discuss the
auction further. Thanks so much for your
time and consideration.

Peter Horn
Project ’79, Westfield

Letters to the Editor

On Swine Flu and Anti-
Lonegan Rhetoric

To make a snarky comparison between
Chris Christie and swine flu would be
wrong; although, if Jon Stewart were to
do it, his coarse gag would elicit gales of
laughter from his hip audience. As usual,
they would be missing the important point:

There is no difference between the
swine-flu hype and the hype directed
against Steve Lonegan, i.e., he is
unelectable because he is too conserva-
tive. Both insult our intelligence by dis-
torting history.

This isn’t 1918, and Steve Lonegan
isn’t Bret Schundler in 2001. Hype tar-
gets our emotions. We’re scared of strange,
invisible microbes that mutate as myste-
riously as the latest public opinion polls.
If we ignore a real problem, it will only
get worse. If we ignore hype, it will go
away or at least be relegated to the display
rack with the palmistry magazines at the
checkout counter.

Jim Spinosa
Boonton

Think of Muhlenberg Closing
When Voting in Primary

The June 2, 2009, primary for Plainfield
and surrounding communities is the most
important primary in years. This is due to
the closing of the Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center (MRMC). All registered
voters should study the issue of the hospi-
tal closing and vote. In my opinion, the
closing of MRMC has impacted severely
on the quality of medical care in the 13
communities that were serviced by the
hospital. There have been reports of seri-
ous overcrowding of emergency rooms in
all area hospitals. Also, 20 to 30 minutes
have been added to the time it takes an
ambulance to take a heart attack or stroke
victim to the hospital. This is a situation
we cannot live with.

We ask: Who is responsible for the
closing of Muhlenberg? Who has the best
program to bring the hospital back?

I have studies regarding the plight of
distressed hospitals in New Jersey. When
St. Mary’s Hospital of Hoboken was un-
able to continue operating due to finan-
cial problems, it was transferred to the
Hoboken Municipal Hospital Authority.
The city took quick and decisive action to
save the hospital. I’m not suggesting that
Plainfield take this course of action.

You can better compare the Muhlenberg
situation with the Kimball Medical Cen-
ter (KMC) in Lakewood, N.J. Kimball
opened in 1913, and is affiliated with St.
Barnabas Health Care System. It lost $15

Tickets When Meter is
Broken Is ‘Callous’

On Tuesday, April 28, at 3:15 p.m. in
Lot #1 Space #868, I was given a parking
ticket for overtime parking/feeding the
meter. There were many open spaces for
parking in Lot #1 and in the adjacent lot.
No one was being prevented from having
access to a parking spot.

Parking space #868 was not working
properly on the parking machine. I
punched in #868, inserted two valid quar-
ters and pressed the green button. The
machine wanted to know my ID# found
on a parking receipt. I did not have a
parking receipt as I was parking in Lot #1
Space #868 for the first time at 3 p.m. on
April 28.

Ticketing my car at 3:15 p.m. (I left at
3:30 p.m.) was an unnecessary and over-
zealous enforcement of the parking laws.
It cost me $1.50 to get a $32 parking ticket
because a police officer did not have any
empathy for people parking in a wide-
open parking lot with the parking ma-
chines that were broken.

Although, I am paying my fine for
overtime parking/feeding the meter, this
does not absolve the police department of
abusive and callous enforcement of park-
ing ordinances or in negligence in aware-
ness that the parking machines were not
working correctly. I am hoping that the
police department will review its guide-
lines for parking enforcement and that a
more compassionate, vigilant policy will
emerge.

Thomas Piller
Westfield

million last year and $8 million this year.
Kimball is a 350 bed hospital and em-
ploys nearly 1,000 workers and more
than 450 physicians. It services an unde-
served and minority community and only
18 percent of its patient population have
private insurance. St. Barnabas and
Kimball officials are looking to make it
an independent hospital.

State Senator Robert Singer said
“Kimball will be more essential in years
to come not less.” Lakewood Mayor
Raymond Coles said, “The township’s
budget couldn’t ever support a takeover
of Kimball.” Shutting it down, “would be
devastating not only for our residents but
for the surrounding hospitals.”

To restore an acute-care hospital in
Plainfield, we must elect politicians that
have the political will and knowledge to
lead the fight to reopen the hospital. The
area needs this dedication instead of lip
service to prevent a pending medical Tsu-
nami. The storm will only grow bigger in
four years when the Plainfield Satellite
Emergency Room closes.

John Gostel
Edison

Prevent Stormwater
Pollution in Towns

Pollution from parking lots, lawns and
people in general is washed into the storm
drain, which then leads it directly into our
drinking water. Stormwater pollution is a
problem throughout New Jersey, as well
as in our little town of Fanwood. If this
problem is publicized more and every-
body does their small part to keep from
polluting the water, it can make a differ-
ence, at the very least to our town.

To prevent pesticide pollution, I sug-
gest that people do a soil test beforehand
to be sure that they really need fertilizer.
Check the weather for the next week or so
before using fertilizer or pesticides. Look
into alternatives for pesticides. Do not
litter. Think about how waste is disposed
of from your home, as well as from pets.

If we all share the responsibility and
make small differences, we can keep the
pollutants out of our water system. If we
do this now, we can prevent the high cost
of cleaning up afterwards.

To keep water clean and ample, we
must preserve our water source and com-
pel other towns to have both public and
private places do the same.

Breaking the policy should result in
fines and consequences of some kind.

Robert Leeper
Fanwood

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express
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Fine Furniture 

Warehouse Sale

Save 40-70%
$1 Million in Inventory

May 14-16, 2009

Thursday: 10am-6pm
Friday: 10am-8pm

Saturday: 10am-6pm

23 Empire Blvd
South Hackensack, NJ 07606

(201) 440-3226

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Miss Jacqueline A. Gordon and Kevin M. Riley

Miss Jacqueline A. Gordon
To Wed Kevin M. Riley

Thomas and Maria Gordon of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Jacqueline Ashley Gordon, to Kevin
Michael Riley. He is the son of Mat-
thew and Mary Ann Riley of Allen-
town, Pa., formerly of Westfield.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School. She gradu-
ated from Roanoke College in Sa-
lem, Va. with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology and Elemen-
tary Education. Miss Gordon also
was awarded a Master of Arts degree
in Education and certifications in
Special Education and Assistive
Technology by the College of Saint
Elizabeth in Convent Station. She is
a second-grade teacher at Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield.

The future bridegroom was raised
in Westfield and graduated from
The Lawrenceville School in
Princeton. He was awarded a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Policy Man-
agement from Dickinson College in
Carlisle, Pa. Mr. Riley is employed
as an analyst at Barclays Capital in
New York City.

The couple will be married in
July at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, with
the reception to be held at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield.

Margery and Robert Brewster

Brewsters to Celebrate
60th Wedding Anniversary
Robert Elmer and Margery Frank

Brewster of Westfield will observe
their 60th wedding anniversary this
Sunday, May 17, with a celebration
to be held at the home of their son
Brad in Harbourton.

Mr. and Mrs. Brewster, who have
called Westfield home for five de-
cades, were married at the Brick Pres-
byterian Church in East Orange.

The only child of Nelson and
Marion Fleming Frank, Mrs. Brewster
grew up in East Orange, serving as
sports editor of the high school news-
paper and author of the sports column
“Margie’s Gym Shorts.” She studied
nursing at St. Michael’s Hospital in
Newark and met her husband on the
boardwalk in Belmar.

Mr. Brewster is the oldest of three
children born to Elmer and Teresa
Gumderman Brewster. He grew up in
Newark, where he attended Central
High School, earning all-city and all-
county laurels in football and basket-
ball, and was selected to the Newark
Sports Hall of Fame. He worked for
RCA in Harrison for nearly 30 years,
then for ZEP and APC in Hawthorne.

Together the couple raised sons
Robert, Jr., Bradley, Daryl and Roger.
A teacher and the head baseball coach
at Westfield High School, eldest son

Robert, Jr. and his wife of 35 years,
Maureen, have two children, Jessica
and Scott, and have also lived in
Westfield since the mid-1970s. Jes-
sica and her husband, Pat Jordan, are
the parents of McKenna Noelle, Bob
and Marge’s first great-granddaugh-
ter. They live in Washington, D.C.
Scott lives in New York.

A lawyer and lobbyist, Brad and his
wife of 34 years, Jeanmarie, have three
children, Paige, Abby and Tyler, and
live in Harbourton. Daryl, a retired
CEO, has been married to Reneé for 27
years. They have four daughters, Hally,
Jordan, Keeler and Meade, and reside
in Brookside. Roger, who works in
Private Equity in Birmingham, Ala.,
has been married to Harriett for 19
years and has two sons, Will Glen and
Jack Bush Brewster.

Besides raising their sons, the
Brewsters have led local youth leagues,
headed various school organizations,
supported the School Boosters Asso-
ciation, remained active in the First
United Methodist Church and served
in local organizations such as the res-
cue squad and recreation commission.
Mr. Brewster was named the UNICO
Man of the Year and selected to the
School Boosters Hall of Fame and the
Westfield Sports Hall of Fame. The
couple sponsors the Bob and Marge
Brewster Scholarship, given annually
through the Boosters to a deserving
Westfield High School senior.

The Law Offices of

Francis M. Smith, esq.
The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case

PERSONAL INJURY = PERSONAL ATTENTION

Over 25 Years of
Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls • Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines • Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents • Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries • Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800
No Fee If No Recovery •Call For A Free Consultation:

Where will you spend your tax return?

How about a safe investment into your health and well being?  Common reactions
to the current economic times include fatigue and sleeplessness.  Create a comfort

zone to relax into every night, so you’ll be ready to take on the day.  Invest inInvest in
yourselfyourself.  Make this the year you start every day recharged and well rested.

Experience ...

T
H

E MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
(closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

Coming Soon!

The NodThe Nod

Shoppe

Memorial Day Parade
Plans Now Underway
WESTFIELD – Plans for the an-

nual Westfield Memorial Day Pa-
rade currently are underway. The
parade, scheduled for Monday, May
25, will include opening ceremonies
at the Veterans Memorial Monument
beginning at 9 a.m. Participants in
this parade are required to assemble
in the Lord & Taylor (West) parking
lot at 8 a.m.

All Westfield and Mountainside
organizations are invited to march in
this year’s tribute to veterans who
made the supreme sacrifice fighting
for freedom. The parade committee
urges organizations or individuals to
march in the parade, sponsor a wreath
to be placed at the monument or
make a financial contribution to the
parade committee to help offset the
costs of running the parade.

Additionally, the committee is ask-
ing for information about any
Westfield or Mountainside residents
who have family currently serving in/
or recently returned from the Middle
East. A tribute is being planned.

This year’s parade route, after open-
ing ceremonies, will be straight up
East Broad Street ending at Fairview
Cemetery. For further information,
call Stan Cuba at (908) 233-2767.

Applications Sought
For Job Program

ELIZABETH — Project Ready will
accept applications for its free, six-
week job preparedness program to be
held on Tuesday, May 19, at 9:30 a.m.
sharp. Applicants should be prepared
to stay until 1:30 p.m.

 Basic computer skills will be
taught, including Microsoft Word,
Excel and navigating the Internet, as
well as résumé writing and interview
techniques. Project Ready is located
within St. Joseph’s Social Service
Center, 118 Division Street in Eliza-
beth. For more details, call (908) 353-
1045 or visit stjosephelizabeth.org.

When It Absolutely
Needs to Be
Published,

see:

goleader.com/express

MARKSMAN…Former county clerk, 1917 to 1931, William B. Martin was
posthumously inducted into the Elizabeth Athletic Hall of Fame. He was a
member of the winning team for riflery in the 1908 World Olympics and was the
guiding force behind the creation of the county shooting range in Nomahegan
Park in 1930. Pictured accepting the award, from left to right, are: Elizabeth
Councilman Edward Jackus, Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and Elizabeth
Mayor Christian Bollwage.

Garwood to Conduct
Memorial Day Service
GARWOOD – The Borough of

Garwood’s annual Memorial Day ser-
vice will be held at noon on Monday,
May 25, at the Garwood Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 43 South
Avenue. The solemn program will
honor those servicemen and women
who have given or risked their lives
defending their country and freedom.

There will be a guest speaker and
refreshments. All residents are in-
vited to attend. Parking and the en-
trance are at the back of the building
on Willow Avenue.

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Holiday Picnic

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+, MASH and Passages
will hold a Memorial Day picnic on
Monday, May 25, from noon to 4 p.m.
at Colonial Park in Somerset. The cost
is $10 for individuals who do not bring
food and $5 for those who bring a dish
to share. To respond, contact Roberta
at (908) 668-8450 or
roger678@optonline.net.

WUF Sets Annual Meeting,
Awards Event For May 21

WESTFIELD – The Westfield United
Fund (WUF) will elect members to
serve on its board of trustees at its 52nd
annual meeting and awards presenta-
tion on Thursday, May 21, at 7 p.m. in
the Robert and Virginia Bauer Family
Branch of the Westfield Area “Y.”

Having ended its affiliation with
United Way of America, the WUF is
returning to its community-based roots.
At the meeting, board members will
unveil a new marketing campaign, in-
cluding a redesigned logo and website,
to promote the organization’s new iden-
tity. The names placed in nomination to
be newly elected include Kim Benou,
Jill Dispenza, Jeff Pinkin and Charlie
Weidman.

Board President David Foltz will
conduct the business meeting and re-
port on the accomplishments of the
WUF last year, the election of trustees
and other business. The WUF will
present awards to outstanding volun-
teers, and an entertainment program
will include the presentation of the
colors by the Girl Scouts. Refresh-
ments will be served after the meeting.

All contributors to the WUF are
members of the corporation and are
entitled to a vote at the meeting. The

session will also mark the election of
next year’s officers. The slate includes
David Foltz, president; John Schmidt,
first vice-president; Paul Zoidis, sec-
ond vice-president; Wendy Cozzi, sec-
retary, and Claude Fusco, treasurer.

Retiring trustees will be acknowl-
edged for their combined total of 37
years of service to the WUF. They
include Rich Bagger, Sharilyn Brown,
Anthony Cerami, Jim Nixon and Susie
Schwarz.

Y Book Group Begins
Spring Session Series
WESTFIELD – The series of 10

spring sessions of the Y Book Group
is now underway. Meetings are held
on Tuesdays in the Robert and Vir-
ginia Bauer Family Branch of the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 422
East Broad Street in Westfield, oppo-
site the municipal building.

Sessions, with a leader, last from
9:30 to 11:15 a.m. The next one will
be May 19. This group, which began
in the early 1970s, reads a classic
book in the fall and a modern book in
the spring. F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “Ten-
der is the Night” is this spring’s selec-
tion. New members are welcome.

Professor to Moderate
Current Events Talk
FANWOOD – Professor Christo-

pher Gibbs will be the moderator for
the “Current Events For Everyone”
discussion group that will meet on
Monday, May 18, from 10:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

This program, focusing on the cur-
rent banking crisis and “Politics To-
day: Who is running for Governor?,”
will be held in the Adult section of the
library. Coffee and refreshments will
be served. For more information, call
the library at (908) 322-6400.

‘Friends’ Notable Home Tour
Takes Place This Saturday

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
16, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., The Friends
of the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra will host the annual Notable Homes
Tour, conducted for the benefit of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO).

According to tour chairman Lee
Corcoran, “Five homes, each unique
in their style and ambience, will de-
light patrons of the tour, which, this
year, also includes some out-of-the-
ordinary attractions.”

One of the homes, a refined contem-
porary dwelling located at the
Mountainside border, is “Camelot real-
ized,” according to Mary MacEnerney,
who, along with Germaine Trabert, will
serve as docent for the house and its

garden on the day of the tour.
Mrs. Corcoran also announced that

due to the demand indicated by early
ticket sales, the seminars and a bou-
tique sale featuring the limited-edition
house wares of Victoria and Richard
Emprise will be presented in Westfield
at 102 East Broad Street (formerly Cosi
restaurant), located near the intersec-
tion with Prospect Street.

Mrs. New Jersey Global, Sherryl
Pascal, a Westfield resident and avid
collector of Victoria and Richard
Emprise artwork, will be on hand to
welcome supporters of the WSO at the
boutique, dressed in her Victoria and
Richard Emprise-designed wedding
gown.

Tickets for the 2009 Tour of Notable
Homes are $25 if purchased prior to
Saturday, when they will be sold at $30.
They are available in Westfield at
Burgdorff Realtors, Coldwell Banker
Realtors, Weichert Realtors, Baron’s
Drug Store, The Town Bookstore and
The Town Bank of Westfield.

In Fanwood, they are available at
Irma’s Hallmark; in Cranford, tickets
can be purchased at Periwinkle’s Fine
Gifts, and in Mountainside, they can be
purchased at Christoffers Florist. To
learn more, call (908) 232-9400 or go
to westfieldsymphony.org.

Linnea Rhodes Takes
Part in Group Show

WESTFIELD – Linnea Rhodes of
Westfield is in a group show at The
Artist Framer, located at 17 North
Avenue in Cranford. The reception is
tonight, May 14, from 5 to 9 p.m. The
show features works by all 10 artists
who were selected to paint violins for
the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra’s
fundraiser Art Strings. The show will
run through Thursday, June 11.
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To Help Guide You Through Life Transitions

Financial Planning

Financial Life Planning Charles P. Weidman, CFP®

70 South Orange Avenue, Suite 245 Livingston, NJ  07039

Office:  973-533-0666
Email:  CWeidman@Financial-Focus.net
Website:  www.Financial-Focus.net

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc.,
Member FINRA/SIPC. Financial Focus, LLC is independently owned and operated.

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ Professional

We invite you to learn
what makes us unique.

Investment Management

NEW INDUCTEE…The Mountainside Rotary Club recently inducted Matthew
Morrow, right, branch manager of the Valley National Bank in Mountainside, as
its newest member. Club Secretary Dan Falcone, left, performed the induction
ceremony. Among its many Rotary activities, the Mountainside club provides
scholarships to graduating Governor Livingston High School seniors and Achieve-
ment Awards to graduates of Deerfield School in Mountainside. The club meets
each Monday at 12:15 p.m. for lunch at Famous Dave’s restaurant on Route 22
in Mountainside. To join, or for more details, call Mr. Falcone at (908) 789-1010.

Rabbi Nudell Is Recipient
Of Prestigious USCJ Award
SCOTCH PLAINS – Rabbi George

Nudell of Congregation Beth Israel
in Scotch Plains recently received the
most prestigious rabbinical award of
the New Jersey Region of the United
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
(USCJ).

Rabbi Nudell was honored with the
organization’s Keter Torah Rabbini-
cal Leadership Award, which was
presented at the region’s fifth annual
Medinat HaGan Awards Reception
and Celebration on April 29 at Temple

Beth Ahm Yisrael in Springfield.
“About five years ago, our local

New Jersey Region of United Syna-
gogue held the first Medinat HaGan
(Garden State) event to honor rabbis,
educators and lay people for the work
they do for local synagogues,” said
Rabbi Nudell.

“Few of us realize how vital the
work of the United Synagogue is, and
this event highlights some of the pro-
grams and professional work done by
United Synagogue on behalf of our
movement. I am proud to be this
year’s recipient of the Keter Torah
Award, and I congratulate my fellow
honorees,” he added.

Lisa Harris Glass, executive direc-
tor of the regional organization, noted
that Rabbi Nudell is the fifth rabbi
ever to receive the Keter Torah Rab-
binical Leadership Award.

Rabbi Nudell has been the spiritual
leader of Congregation Beth Israel
since 1982 and has been a member of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministe-
rial Association for 26 years.

“Rabbi Nudell has provided the
foundation for the growth and contin-
ued vibrancy of Congregation Beth
Israel for more than 25 years. I know
that I speak for our entire congrega-
tion in expressing how fortunate we
have been and continue to be to have
him as our religious leader and
teacher, and we congratulate him on
this richly deserved recognition,” said
Larry Sanders, president of Congre-
gation Beth Israel.

Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian conservative synagogue
serving the religious, cultural, social
and educational needs of congregants
from Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield and surrounding towns.

Museum to Celebrate Spring
At ‘Garden’ Event Sunday

WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to celebrate spring this Sun-
day, May 17, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum with its
presentation of “The Garden – A
Display of Flower Pots, Wooden
Flower Children and Garden Books.”

During the program, described as
ideal for adults and children alike,
Jean Groszmann will display a
cheerful assortment of garden col-
lectibles. They will include decora-
tive flower pots, watering cans and
other accessories; gardening books,
and wooden flower children – small
hand-painted figures, made in Ger-
many, of children holding a variety

of flowers.
Volunteers dressed in authentic

period attire will be available to guide
visitors through the Colonial era
farmhouse. In the museum’s Frazee
Building, members of the Cooking
Committee will demonstrate open-
hearth cooking and offer taste
samples to visitors. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of Colonial
toys, crafts, books and educational
materials, also will be open.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield. Admission is $2.50
for adults, $1 for students and free
for children under age 4.

Upcoming programs include
“Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale” on Satur-
day, May 23, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
“Toying with Time – 18th and 19th
Century Toys” on Sunday, May 31;
“Basket Weaving Demonstration”
on Sunday, June 7, and “Celebrate
Flag Day with Betsy Ross” on Sun-
day, June 14.

For more information, or to sched-
ule a tour at the museum, call (908)
232-1776 weekday mornings. The
museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

St. Paul’s Singer Is Winner
Of Orchestra Competition

Mr. Fernandez

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church Choir baritone John-Andrew
Fernandez recently sang his way to the
top in The Philadelphia Orchestra’s
2009 Greenfield Com-
petition.

Mr. Fernandez was
one of six Greenfield
Competition winners
out of hundreds of clas-
sical musicians, both
vocal and instrumental.
He was the contest’s
only male vocal award
recipient this year.

Established by the
Albert M. Greenfield
Foundation, the com-
petition aids young
musicians and gives
them the opportunity to
make their debut with the Philadel-
phia Orchestra. Winners also receive
a cash prize.

Each year, between 500 and 1,000
young classical musicians are heard in
several divisions – junior, senior and
vocal – by a panel of judges consisting
of conductors and distinguished musi-
cians from the Philadelphia area.

Mr. Fernandez said “the contest’s
preliminary round lasts for several

days. A week later, the finalists com-
pete in Verizon Hall at the Kimmel
Center in Philadelphia in front of an
audience, presided over by a different

panel of judges. While
the musicians are heard
in their respective divi-
sions, they are still com-
peting against all partici-
pants and are judged not
within their divisions, but
for their overall musical
performance.”

In the final round, Mr.
Fernandez sang three
winning selections:
“Tanzlied des Pierrot”
from Korngold’s opera
Die tote Stadt; “Questo
amor” from Puccini’s
opera Edgar, and “For the

Mountains Shall Depart” from
Mendelssohn’s oratorio Elijah.

Mr. Fernandez is a graduate of
Westminster Choir College in Princeton,
where he earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Music and a Master of Music
degree in Vocal Performance and Peda-
gogy. His goal is “to build an interna-
tional opera career.”

A New Brunswick resident, Mr.
Fernandez will sing with the St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church Choir at its annual
Spring Concert on Sunday, May 31,
at 7 p.m. at the church, located at 414
East Broad Street in Westfield. The
public is invited to attend. This year’s
concert theme is “Hymns of Faith and
Canticles of Praise.” For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-8506.

HONORED…Rabbi George Nudell of
Congregation Beth Israel is presented
with the Keter Torah Rabbinical Lead-
ership Award April 29 by Faye
Bodenstein, vice-president of United
Synagogue-NJ region and also a past
president of the congregation.

Nature Club to Visit
Duke Park Saturday
AREA – The Greater Watchung Na-

ture Club has announced that Joyce Payeur
will lead a bird walk this Saturday, May
16, through Duke Island Park, located in
Bridgewater Township.

Duke Island Park is a sanctuary for
many of the plants and animals that are
characteristic of the region. Persons in-
terested in carpooling are to meet at 6:45
a.m. at the parking lot on the south side of
the Fanwood train station. Alternately,
individuals may meet at 7:30 a.m. at The
Visitors Center/main parking area.

The directions to the park are: Follow
Route 22 to Routes 202/206 South; at the
first traffic light make a right onto
Somerset Street toward Raritan; follow
for about two miles (road name will change
to Old York Road). Duke Island Park will
be on the left.

The last of four of the Greater Watchung
Nature Club’s early Sunday walks during
the height of migration will take place this
Sunday, May 17, at Seeley’s Pond in the
Watchung Reservation. The group will
meet at 7 a.m. at the intersection of Valley
Road and New Providence Road; the en-
trance is on Valley Road.

These walks are designed for beginner
and expert birders alike. Participants will
look at migrants beginning at 7 a.m. and
have coffee, eggs and bacon at 9 a.m., all
for $3. Clare Minick coordinates these
local park tours. Interested persons are
asked to call her at (908) 518-0199.

The Greater Watchung Nature Club is
dedicated to promoting fellowship among
those who share an appreciation of the
natural world. Annual dues are $12 for an
individual, $17 for a couple/family and
$4 for students. The public is welcome.

St. John’s to Celebrate
Centennial on Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church will celebrate its 100th
anniversary this Sunday, May 17,
during the 10 a.m. worship service.
The history of the church dates from
1909 until the present, where the
Reverend Kelmo C. Porter has con-
tinued the spiritual leadership. The
Reverend Jerry Carter from the Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Morristown
will be the guest speaker.

At 6 p.m., the “Centennial Black Tie
Banquet” will be held at The Pines
Manor in Edison. The ticket donation
is $100 per person. For tickets, call
(908) 232-6972 or (908) 889-4157.

Reverend Carter also will conduct
St. John’s Spring Revival, which will
be held Tuesday through Thursday,
May 19 to 21, starting at 7:30 p.m.
each evening. The church is located
at 2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch
Plains. All are invited. For more in-
formation, call the church at (908)
232-6972.

A weight loss event that can 
transform your life — June 6th.

Learn more about 
surgical weight-loss 
options. And hear 
Khaliah Ali’s story.

8:00 am – Registration and breakfast

8:45 am – “How weight loss surgery works”
Muhammad Feteiha, MD, FACS
Medical Director Minimally Invasive Surgery

“The risks and benefits of weight loss surgery”
Ajay Goyal, MD, FACS
Medical Director Bariatric Surgery

9:45 am – “My moment of truth”
Khaliah Ali, daughter of boxing legend Muhammad Ali, lost over 
150 lbs. with gastric banding surgery.

10:45 am – Q & A

11:15 am – Health screenings/vendors

Presented by The Metabolic Medicine and 
Weight Control Center at Overlook Hospital.
The Hilton at Short Hills
41 John F. Kennedy Parkway, Short Hills, NJ

Pre-registration required. Call 888-355-2029.

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday til’ 9 • Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623 

Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes • French Heritage

SHOP OUR GALLERIES FOR HUGE SAVINGS ON NEW ORDERS TOO
STICKLEY, SHIFMAN, DIMES, LEATHER AND FRENCH HERITAGE

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

64th ANNUAL MEMORIAL CLEARANCE SALE
TENT SALE - SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS - SAVE 35-70%

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING - $1500 STORE GIFT CERTIFICATE!
SHIFMAN BEDDING LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR on the Entire Collection

FIRST EVER HENKEL HARRIS TRUCKLOAD EVENT!
OVER 50% OFF

TRUCKLOAD
SPECIALS

OVER 50% OFF
TRUCKLOAD

SPECIALS

Library to Host Event
On ‘Green’ Products
SCOTCH PLAINS – The public

is invited to the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library on Wednesday, May 20,
at 7 p.m. for a program that will
address some of the challenges and
rewards of using non-toxic clean-
ing products.

Professional green cleaner Jennifer
Mortarulo will share her experiences
and tips for getting the most from her
favorites, from scouring cleansers to
degreasers. Peter Santos, president of
MyLittleEarth.org, will speak about
going green and outline his
organization’s Green Living Strategy.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. Pre-registration
is highly recommended, as space is
limited. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. For further
information, to register or get direc-
tions, call the library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

Local Seniors Invited
To Enter Art Show

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of the
Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Advisory
Committee hope that talented seniors in
the township will enter the Union County
Senior Art Show. Entrants can submit
any work of art completed within the last
three years in the amateur category.

All entries should be made on the offi-
cial application form, which must be ob-
tained from the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at (908)
558-2550. Entries must be submitted by
Monday, May 25. The committee sug-
gests that if artists do not wish to enter
their work in the county show, that they
have the Scotch Plains Public Library
arrange an exhibit noting that all artwork
is by local senior citizens. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-2084.

Temple Sisterhood
To Install Officers

CRANFORD – Installation of officers
for the Sisterhood of Temple Beth El
Mekor Chayim will be held on Tuesday,
May 19, at 8 p.m. at the temple, located at
338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

The following officers for the coming
year will be installed: President, Donna
Rubin; membership vice presidents, Greta
Polonitza and Mollie Sperling; program-
ming vice presidents, Karen Platt and Jill
Schulz; fundraising vice president, Laurie
Steinbach; treasurer, Liela Bernstein; fi-
nancial secretaries, Gail Salomon and
Sidney Solomon; corresponding secre-
tary, Joan Finkelstein, and recording sec-
retary, Sandra Sussman. Libby Lulinski
will be the installing officer.

In addition to the installation, the pro-
gram will include making one’s own sun-
daes and refreshments selected by the
hospitality chairpersons, Joan Finkelstein
and Sandra Sussman.

President Donna Rubin will preside at
a short business meeting.

The Judaica Shop, chaired by Laurie
Steinbach, will be open for business. For
further information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during business hours.
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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Central Ave.

North Ave.
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Train Sta.

334 South Ave. East, 

Westfield

FREE PARKING

Westfield

FedEx Authorized ShipCenter

USPS Approved Shipper

DHL & UPS 
Rapid Color Copies
Printing & Binding
Laminating
Office Supplies
Fax
Private Mail Boxes
Computer Workstation
Notary

Pack , Ship & Mail in Westfield
Where you can Park at the Door

Monday–Friday: 8:30am–8:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am–3:00pm

334 South Avenue East, Westfield, NJ 07090-1459
Tel:  (908) 654-5800
Fax: (908) 233-2007
www.BoxerExpress.com

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Westfield Teen Raises
Awareness at Oratory Prep

Photo by Susan M. Dougherty
R AND R…Joe Macri of Westfield arranges his display in the lobby of Oratory
Prep School in Summit. He is kicking off a book and magazine drive called “R and
R: Read to Relax” that will provide materials for American soldiers overseas. The
son of Theresa and Stephen Macri, he has partnered with Westfield American
Legion, which will send the reading material to the troops.

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Joseph
Macri, a junior at Oratory Prep School,
has announced that he is running a
book drive for American soldiers over-
seas. From now until June 1, gently
used contemporary books and maga-
zines will be collected in the lobby of
the Roman Catholic all-boys school
at One Beverly Road in Summit dur-
ing school hours.

For his current spring drive, Joe
has taken a fresh tactic to encourage
his classmates and the public to re-
member the soldiers who are serving
their country. “I call this ‘R and R,’
which stands for ‘Read to Relax,’” he
said.

He has partnered with the Westfield
American Legion, which has agreed
to send the collected books and maga-
zines to Afghanistan and Iraq for
members of the Armed Forces.

“The soldiers need our support in
this small way,” Joe said. “This re-
cycles books and magazines, and lets
the soldiers know they are not forgot-
ten. It gives them something to do in
their downtime.”

Joe, the son of Theresa and Stephen
Macri of Westfield, also partnered
with the Westfield American Legion
last fall to lead a drive at the school
gathering donations of powdered
drinks for soldiers.

THE CAT’S PAJAMAS…The Cat in the Hat recently visited Lincoln School in
Westfield to perform a dramatic reading of Dr. Seuss’ beloved book during a
school-wide assembly that celebrated reading. Students and staff wore red and/
or dressed up as their favorite Dr. Seuss characters. Pictured are the Cat (school
librarian Sally Susan Heyder), Travis Smith, Gabriella Ricerca and Katherine
Wistner along with “Sam I Am” (kindergarten teacher Katherine Skoba).

Schools to Close One
Day Early – June 22
WESTFIELD – Superintendent of

Schools Margaret Dolan announced
that the Westfield Public Schools will
close one day early this year, since
the last of the “snow days” allocated
in the school calendar was not needed.

Schools will be closed on Monday,
June 22, although Westfield High
School seniors will attend gradua-
tion practice that day and will gradu-
ate that evening at 6 p.m.

The last day of classes for all stu-
dents will be Friday, June 19, which
is a four-hour session. Pre-K through
eighth grade students will attend four-
hour sessions on Thursday, June 18,
as well.

Mountainside’s Maier
Receives Recognition
MOUNTAINSIDE – Laurie Maier

received the 2009 Union County Teach-
ers Recognition Award at the
Mountainside Board of Education
Meeting on March 21.

Ms. Maier received both her Bach-
elor of Science and Master of Science
degrees in Biology from Fairleigh
Dickinson University. Upon gradua-
tion, she was employed with Pfizer
Pharmaceutical Inc. and on the faculty
of Fairleigh Dickinson University as an
adjunct professor in the biology depart-
ment.

She is currently completing her sec-
ond masters degree in Educational
Administration from Kean University,
where she is a member of the Alpha
Epsilon Lambda Graduate Honor So-
ciety.

Ms. Maier has been teaching in the
Mountainside school district for the
past seven years. She resides in
Mountainside with her two children,
Courtney and James.

Laurie Maier

UCC Course Can Help
Enhance Writing Skills

CRANFORD – People can hone their
writing skills through a non-credit, pro-
fessional development course to be of-
fered starting in June at Union County
College.

This eight-week course, “Effective
Writing,” addresses the challenges that
professionals and support staff alike
continually face in their daily work-
place experience.

“Effective Writing” is designed for

people who are currently in the
workforce or unemployed, as well as
for those who are enrolled in higher-
education programs or seeking to enter
a career field, and also for those who
want to hone their skills in planning to
write a book or other publication.

The course addresses ways to target
a reading audience based on the pur-
pose, message and style of writing con-
tent. Students will gain an understand-
ing of proper word selection, the use of
the apostrophe, eliminating unneces-
sary words, sentence structure and punc-
tuation, avoiding run-on sentences, sub-
ject-verb agreement, placing words in
sentences for enhanced readability and
building paragraphs that are unified,
coherent and complete.

Participants will obtain practical,
hands-on instruction. Assignments will
feature writing and grammatical exer-
cises dealing with the approach to de-
veloping a variety of written docu-
ments – all in an open, accepting, non-
judgmental environment.

While students typically have a range
of backgrounds and educational levels,
they share a common need for strength-
ening their writing skills for enhanced
communication.

“Effective Writing” will be offered
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesdays,
June 3 through July 22, at the college’s
Cranford Campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue.

To learn more, call (908) 709-7600.

WF Students Win
Achievement Awards
WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Emily

Greenberg, a senior at Connecticut
College, was awarded the Crabtree
Award, presented to a student each year
for outstanding work in theater and
participation and involvement in all
capacities of theater.

Emily, a 2005 graduate of Westfield
High School, is the daughter of Ella
and David Greenberg of Westfield.

Sara Lesko, a fellow senior and 2005
Westfield High School graduate, was
awarded the Salvatore Stephen
Figliomeni ’82 Memorial Art Award
and Smalley/Zahler Award.

UC Establishes Stagg
Memorial Scholarship

UCC to Host
Financial-Aid Fairs

CRANFORD – During the months
of May and June, Union County Col-
lege (UCC) will host Financial Aid
Fairs for potential students to learn
about the financial aid process at UCC.

The fairs will be held on Thursday,
May 21, at 6 p.m. on the Cranford
campus at 1033 Springfield Avenue; on
Wednesday, May 27, at 6 p.m. on the
Plainfield campus; and on the Eliza-
beth campus on Saturday, May 30, at 10
a.m. and on Thursday, June 11, at 6 p.m.

Attendees will meet with a financial-
aid counselor and can ask questions.
Those attending should bring their 2008
Federal Income Tax return and W-2
and, if necessary, their parents’ 2008
Federal Income Tax return and W-2.
Although the event is free, attendees
should call (908) 709-7518 or e-mail
fairs@ucc.edu to register.

Those in need of special accommo-
dations due to a disability should call
(908) 709-7164.

REMEMBERING SANDRA…Union
Catholic (UC) High School in Scotch
Plains announced the establishment of
The Sandra Stagg Memorial Scholar-
ship, which was given to Juliette
Monroy. Pictured, left to right, are
Sharon Cocoziello, Providencia
Monroy, Juliette Monroy, David Stagg,
Erica Stagg and David Stagg.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic (UC) High School in Scotch Plains
announced the establishment of The

Sandra Stagg Memorial Scholarship
by the Stagg and Cocoziello families in
memory of their beloved, Sandra.

Sandra was a member of the Class of
1983 who passed away during her se-
nior year at UC. The memorial scholar-
ship will be presented each year to one
ninth-grade student who has demon-
strated a commitment to academic
achievement and has contributed in a
positive way to the UC Community.

The $1,000 scholarship is renewable
over the remaining years at UC. Juliette
Monroy, a freshman residing in Rahway,
is the recipient of the 2009 Sandra
Stagg Memorial Scholarship. Juliette
participates in the UC Angels and
Emerging Leaders program at Union
Catholic and is a member of the Varsity
Volleyball team.

Juliette is also an active member of
her parish’s CYO program and plays
Club Volleyball.

INCH BY INCH…Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains recognized
sophomore Kathleen McQuillan, a resi-
dent of Plainfield, who recently do-
nated 10 inches of her long blonde locks
to the charitable organization, Locks
of Love. Locks of Love is a public non-
profit organization that provides hair-
pieces to financially disadvantaged chil-
dren in the United States and Canada
under the age of 18 suffering from
long-term medical hair loss from any
diagnosis. Kathleen is a member of the
Girls Lacrosse and Soccer teams, and
has also served as a member of the
Service Club and Gospel choir.

MATH TUTORING
Phd  &  Master’s  Level  Instructors

High School and College level courses including

Pre-Algebra
Algebra I & II

Geometry
Trigonometry

Pre-Calculus
Calculus

(908) 967-4488

Standardized Test Preparation (e.g. SAT, ACT)

Acorn Early Learning Center

• Safe, affordable, nurturing preschool 
   and day care, ages 2½ to 6.
• Year-round full day program
• Open 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
• Loving, Christian environment, 
   welcoming and respecting all faiths.
• Trained, nurturing, CPR-certified staff

Owned and operated by the First United Methodist Church of Scotch Plains
    Our low rates reflect our mission and commitment to our community 

1171 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains • 908-322-4586

Now accepting applications for spring/summer 
2-week summer camp sessions, 9am to 12 pm

For the fall:
Inquire about our nursery school program (9am to
12 noon), pre-K and Kindergarten programs. 
Before- and after-school care for public school 
students--arrange bus service through your school.
Contact Ellen Morris, Director, for information.

www.acornearlylearningcenter.org

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website
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WALK THIS WAY…Thanks to the generosity of local businessman Manny
Carlino, McKinley Elementary School has a brand-new paved walkway. Princi-
pal Claudia Andreski, standing above, dedicated the “History Walk,” which is
made up of personalized engraved bricks. By having personal messages or their
names engraved in the bricks, each person is leaving a little part of their legacy for
future McKinley generations to appreciate. Principal Andreski extended her
gratitude to M and R Landscaping of Westfield, Empire Irrigation Supply of
Plainfield and all the parents who helped make this moment in time a permanent
mark in McKinley school history.

Honor Roll
Terrill Middle School

Third Marking Period

The Westfield Memorial Library 
is proud to present The New 

York Times best selling author: 

LISA SCOTTOLINE 
Friday,
May 29
7:00 pm 

At Town Hall
425 East Broad St. 

Attendees receive a free 
copy of her latest legal 

thriller, Look Again. 

Program open to full-service Westfield Memorial Library 
and MURAL cardholders. Register now; but MURAL card-

holders must wait until Friday, May 22. Go to 
www.wmlnj.org and click on Online Calendar to register, 

or call 908.789.4090 x 4140.  550 East Broad Street

Photo by John Earle 

NY Times best selling author of Devil’s Corner, 
Killer Smile, Dead Ringer, Courting Trouble, 
The Vendetta Defense, Moment of Truth, Mis-
taken Identity, Dirty Blonde, Daddy’s Girl, etc.!

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09002030)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-1735-08
Plaintiff: RESIDENTIAL CREDIT SOLUTIONS,

INC.
VS.
Defendant: RUSSELL J. YEAGER, DEBORAH

M. YEAGER, HIS WIFE
Sale Date: 06/03/2009
Writ of Execution: 03/24/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Seventy Five Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty Six
and 50/100*** ($275,835.50).

The property to be sold is located in the Boro
of FANWOOD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 41 ARLENE COURT,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 13 in Block No. 41
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 65 x 157
Nearest Cross Street: PLEASANT AVENUE
BEGINNING at a point on the northwesterly

side line of Arlene Court, distant therein as mea-
sured along said side line of Arlene Court on a
course of North 46 degrees 57 minutes 10 sec-
onds East 407.00 feet from a point formed by the
intersection of the said side line of Arlene Court
if extended in a southwesterly direction with the
northeasterly side line of Pleasant Avenue if the
same were extended in a southeasterly direction
and running thence.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF April 10, 2009: $.00
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ten Thousand

Seventy and 29/100*** ($310,070.29) together
with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 5/7, 5/14, 5/21 & 5/28/09 Fee: $181.56

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

SCOTCH PLAINS – Kevin
Holloway, principal, and Kimberly
Richards, assistant principal, at Terrill
Middle School of Scotch Plains, an-
nounced the third marking period honor
roll, which appears below.

Sixth Grade Honor Roll
Karly Abraham, Anastasia Bellisari,

Alexandra Burns, Andrew Buzzanca, David
Cappadoccia, Ayanna Casterlow, Henry Chang,
Morgan Chemidlin, Christian Choi, Adam Cohen,
Joseph Colella, Kellyann Colligan, Ryan Connors,
Caroline Cooke, Christopher Cuomo, Robert
Dietze, Joseph Dzuback, Bryce Edwards, Tho-
mas Elliott, Sean Farley, Joseph Galbraith, Alyssa
Gardner, Rayna Geller, Adam Hartstein, An-
thony Hayeck, Karina Hernandez, Christine
Holloway, Michael Iarrapino, Michael Illanovsky,
Tiffany Inacker, Kimberly Kaadi, David Kahn,
Jacob Klapper, Jessica Kramer, Justin
Malaussena, John McCall, John McColly, Jake
McNamara, Samantha Miccio, Julia Napolitano,
Joshua Okoro, Danielle Owens, Diana Pak, Lucy
Palmer, Joseph Ponzio, Anthony Porchetta, An-
thony Prusik, Hailey Rachko, Leonardo Ramos,
Tamera Rembert, Matthew Richmond, Chloe
Ritz, Joseph Rosenberger, Madeleine Ryan,
Carlos Salgado, Brian Scharf, Ashley Schoss,
Sara Sikora, Stephen Skaar, Alexander Skoog,
Harry Smith, Jonathan Stroz, Thomas Tsuchiya,
Christopher Turso, Marcus Valdez, Alex
Walejewsky, Cole Weber, Jared Weisbrot,
Katherine Westerlund, Kevin Westerlund, Kyle
Westerlund, Andrew Whitehouse, William
Wilkins, John Wilkinson, Lizette Zambri, Tyler
Zeile, Garrett Zito, Christian Zoufaly, Alexander
Zucker

Sixth Grade High Honor
Roll

Jaclyn Anglin, Francesca Arvizzigno, Daniel
Babis, Jordan Banker, Celina Beattie, Rebecca
Beauvais, Corin Bell, Erica Berkowitz, Alexandra
Bord, Alexandra Boyarsky, Eric Calvo, Eliza-
beth Casserly, John Cavaliere, Julia Cirincione,
Nicole Cusmano, Olivia Dalessandro, Auva
Dariani, Caitlyn Dayton, Dean Debonis, Haley
Demaria, Daniel Dill, Ali Dorn, Emily Driscoll,
Allison Durett, Alex Eckert, Abigail Fontana,
Lauren Frazier, Rachel Freeman, Jessica Fugett,
Tyler Geissel, Christohp Geissler, Alyssa Gilman,
Alexander Gugliotta, Jeremy Haas, Matthew
Haas, Joseph Haverlock, Steven Haverlock, Paige
Heiden, Sarah Iannaccone, Emily Isola, Mat-
thew Itzkowitz, Emma Jaczko, Alexander
Karakis, Doriane Kasper, Brendan Kelly, Kevin
Kerby, Ashwin Kishen, Emma Klein, Tyler
Kovacs, Kyle Krutis, Paul Laki, David Lange,
Michael Lange, Brian Lapham, Rachel Lavelle,
Christian Lisojo, Devin Loh, Samantha Loop,
Sam Mahler, Caitlin Mahoney, Vasilios Makris,
Elise Mann, Alexa Marcazzo, Ariele Margulies,
Kevin Maxwell, Samantha McCallion, Madeline
McNichol, Claire Nguyen, Rachel Noone, Derek
Offitzer, Talia Paradiso, Evan Pasternak, Mykala
Porter, Zachary Refinski, Nicholas Rembish,
Ryan Romaine, Jacob Salem, Elizabeth Scacifero,
Joshua Schlisserman, Cobi Silverstein, Nicole
Skickova, Ashley Smith, Orian Sneor, Emma
Sobel, Jordan Stein, Jonathan Tam, Nicole Van
Etten, Lauren Wong

Seventh Grade Honor Roll
Casey Abramson, Leigh Abramson, Sara

Babbitt, Douglas Belcik, Frank Besson, Michael
Borik, Michael Boyle, Thomas Braun, Rachel
Brody, Kevin Charos, Kayla Chisholm, Alex
Cimring, Thomas Clarke, Erin Connors, Mimi
Contreras, Madison Cooper, Catherine Coughlan,
Demi Debonis, Stephen Deduck, Katherine
Demarco, Caroline Devito, Marissa Dibella, Ken-
neth Evely, John Fabricatore, Alexander Favreau,

Megan Foley, Elizabeth Gelling, Justin Giacona,
Eliza Going, Sara Hayes, Brian Heath, Brandon
Ho, Lucy Hollander, Michael Hopkins, Vincent
Iannuzzi, Alexandra Jacobs, Samantha Jacobs,
Gina Jadelis, Benjamin Kaminoff, Tracey Katz,
Justin Kaufman, Rebecca Klee, Kayla Kocha,
Daniel Korduba, Christian Lettieri, Constandin
Logus, Sara Lombardi, Brittany Mahoney, Madi-
son Maisel, Amanda Marcus, Rebecca Melville,
Kyra Morling, Paige Morrison, Alexandra Ne-
gri, Nicole Nugent, Jeffrey Okoro, Joseph Pagano,
Jeffrey Peart, Matthew Picone, John Pletscher,
Jeffrey Ponzio, Jahlisa Prunty, Lindsay Ratner,
Samantha Ricciardi, Elias Riginos, Shayna
Rogoff, Ryan Romanowski, Hansel Romero,
Neil Rosenzweig, Mia Rossi, Michael Rothman,
Natalie Rothweiler, Elizabeth Schwartz, Trevor
Skanes, Andrew Smith, Grant Sultatos, Adam
Tropp, Samantha Tropper, Nah’rya
Walkermichael, Walsh, Megan Welch, Olivia
Whitehouse, Olivia Whitmer, Caitlin Williams,
Emily Williamson, Peter Wright, Jacob
Wustefeld, Andy Xu, Elise Xu, Benjamin Yin,
Benjamin Yorkovich, Christian Zazzali

Seventh Grade
High Honor Roll

Vasu Agrawal, Kelsey Ames, Jacob Arkin,
Eduardo Arocha, Judah Axelrod, Jessica Banasiak,
Lea Barny, Sal Bhakuni, Allison Caramico, Am-
ber Chabus, Angelo Chaia, Meghan Costello,
Andrew Davis, Gabriella Depaola, Brian
Deutschmeiste, Carly Fleischer, Matthew
Giardiello, Zachary Goland, Alyssa Goldsmith,
Marc Gotliboym, John Horre, Alicia Jiang, Caroline
Keane, Paul Kussner, Julia Lavelle, Jamie Levitt,
Joshua Lopez, Jenna Maizes, Amanda Malool,
Alex Mazursky, Madeline McGovern, Ailene
McNamara, Alexandra O’Hara, Onyinye
Ohamadike, Alexa Paiva, Maria Pansulla, Nikhil
Patel, Jack Poillon, Erik Reiman, Joseph Rembish,
Alyssa Riporti, Sarah Robinson, Alec Rodriguez,
Sabrina Shih, Monica Squeri, Alexis Veglia, Megan
Voorhees, Thomas Walker, Olivia Wallden, Erica
Weiss, Kurtis Wisniewski, Alex Wu, George Ye

Eighth Grade Honor Roll
Ross Alexander, Jonathan Belfer, Alexa

Bergenfeld, Jeremy Berkowitz, Jordan Bernstein,
Samuel Brause, Jason Breit, Marc Brody,
Glenisha Brown, Anna Cannone, Tighe
Chemidlin, Julia Chimienti, Zachary Ciabattari,
Theresa Clarke, Jackson Cochrankristen,
Collantes, Andrew Coronato, James D’angelo,
Maria Didario, Taylor Diken, Andrew Dill, Mor-
gan Ellman, Amanda Espinoza, Jacqueline
Fabricatore, Jason Fortunato, Kelly Freeman,
Ryan Gajdzisz, Allison Geissler, Lonny Geller,
Jason Gerstenfeld, Nicholas Gianni, Kerri Gilman,
Julie Glover, Jillian Gonzales, Dasia Green, Emma
Guidi, Tyler Haack, Abigail Hoffman, Eryn
Hopkins, Conor Kelly, Siobhan Kirby, Jason
Klee, Lauren Koederitz, Kelly Lapham, Jake
Lusk, Thomas Magelinski, Paige Mankin, Brie
Manns, Jacob Margulies, Maxine Marvosa, Ryan
McAnulty, Olivia Mendes, Christine Miklas,
Gabriele Miller, Jay Morris, Elyse Nadal, Rachel
Naugle, Valerie Neuhaus, Kelly O’Leary, Ben-
jamin Oster, Jesse Ozdamar, Ariana Paradiso,
Nikell Porter, Aidan Racaniello, Sophia
Randazzo, Kevin Raszka, Chandler Reeson,
Corentin Rejaud, Dein Rice, Karla Rizzi,
Stephanie Robins, Michael Rosenheck, Leah
Salituro, Amanda Schroder, Hailee Sciara,
Michael Scordino, Taylor Sebolao, Hashem
Selim, Deirdre Sheridan, Molly Solomon,
Michael Stein, Colin Stripling, Justine Valdes,
Nicholas Verdiramo, Michael Vignola, Joanna
Walker, Carly Whitmer, Nathaniel Woerner

Eighth Grade
High Honor Roll

Rakshit Abichandani, Brynne Bartiromo,
Andrew Bell, Patrick Bell, Julie Busch, Benjamin
Caldora, Mehak Chawla, Quinn Cicolello, Nathan
Clark, Jackson Cochrannasim, Dariani, Sari Dorn,
Scott Flanzman, Sarah Freeman, Victoria Giamboi,
Paige Goldner, Jordan Greenberg, Alyssa Hartstein,
Sarah Hensley, Emily Ho, Hadley Jones, Victoria
Karakis, Marianne Khalil, Jessica Klein, Caroline
Leahy, Andrew Leischner, Alyssa Leyden, Daniel
Liang, Zachary Lisojo, Kira Loh, Katherine Loi,
Dara Maguire, Ivy Malao, Gabrielle Mendes, Julia
Mendes, Emily Miller, Jordan Milo, Christine
Monroy, Andrea Moore, Hannah Nizri, Kristen
Northrup, Lee Ann Orenczak, Alex Ozdamar,
Meredith Parker, Steven Pedersen, Alexandra
Peluso, Jamie Rauch, Michael Rempter, Amanda
Rimpici, Menaka Sanghvi, Kristen Schiavo, Leila
Shevins, Dazu Shi, Tristan Sizemore, Jeremy
Sonpar, Kayla Spector, Alexandra Sullivan, Jodie
Thompson, Isabela Uribe, Alexa Van Besien,
Benjamin Wagner, Andrew Wheeler, Lindsey
Wilkinson, Caitlin Worthey, Jacob Zacharia, Amy
Zhuang, Marissa Ziering

WHS Inducts 131 Students
Into Natl. Honor Society

WESTFIELD – In recognition of
academic excellence, leadership, ser-
vice and character, 127 juniors and
four seniors at Westfield High School
were inducted into the National Honor
Society (NHS) on April 23. Principal
Peter Renwick presented certificates
to the students, and NHS advisor Les
Jacobsen gave each student a pin in
the form of the National Honor Soci-
ety seal.

Graeme Stahl was elected as presi-
dent; Jen Eisenberg, vice president;
Josh Perlman, secretary, and Miles
Hsu, treasurer.

The students inducted into the Na-
tional Honor Society include:

Junior Inductees
Meredith Ambinder, Elise B. Annis, Calvin

Antoniewicz, Christin Aswad, Zachary
Bakhtin, Caraugh Ball, Richard Barber, Leslie
Bartsch, Scott Bernstein, Katie Brennan, Emily
Budnick, Abigail Burton, Amanda Centrella,
Gabrielle N. Cerami, Victoria Cheung, Danny
Choo, Robert Ciarrocca, Kevin J. Clancy,
Andrew Cordeiro, Lacy Cummings, Tyler
Cusick, Monica I. D’Amico, Katherine
Davidson, Elizabeth Dennerlein, Adam
DiBattista, Kathleen Dooley, Shannon Doyle,
Michael Eilbacher, Jennifer Eisenberg, Carly
Erman, Jonathan Erman, Kathleen M. Esler,
Sharon Faktor, Benjamin Fine, David Fishman,
Alex Furlong, Kevin Furlong, Shelley Fussman,
Trent Gabriel, Andrew Gates, Michael

Gismondi, Sarah Glickstein, Sophie Greene,
Emily Anne Harris, Kate Heffernan, Zachary
Helfand, Kyle E. Higgins, Valerie I. Hoffman,
Leslie Holt, Miles Hsu, Lauren N. Hughes,
Halli James, Elizabeth Kamel, Michael
Kaufhold, Hong Soo Kim, Richard Knapp,
Anne Knisely, Joseph Kramkowski, Ryan
Krasnoo, Elaina Kujawski, Stephanie Kuntz,
Suzanne Lemberg, Melissa Littman, Kamil
Lupicki, Dalton Mack, Grace Mackenzie,
Olivia Magnanini, Jessica Margolies, Andrew
Marino, Amanda Markowski, Laura Marvin,
Mary McKevitt, Matthew Meserole, Gregory
Mitchell, Sara N. Mitchell, Jessica Mondon,
Samuel Mumford, Lisa Nehring, Maria
Niemiera, Michael Oster, Joshua Perlman,
Gaffney Peterson, Kristin Peyton, Anna Powell,
Megan M. Pulliam, Katie Ramire, Kevin
Ramos, Adam Reich, Megan Reilly, Alison
Ricardo, Melissa Riegel, Jenna Rodriques,
Alicia Rogers, Jaraad Rogers, Amy
Roggenburg, Rebecca Romano, Evan
Rosenburgh, Amy Rosenfeld, Michal Sagal,
Andrew Sauerwein, Drew Schapow, Maxwell
Schuster, Ryan Scrudato, Vishal Shah, Nikolay
Shargorodsky, Dylan Simon, Justin M. Snyder,
Joshua Solomon, Virginia Spinelli, Julia
Spiridigliozzi, Sarah Spitz, Maxwell St. Lifer,
Darla Stabler, Graeme Stahl, Claire
StevensHaas, Jenna Strauss, Kelly Sullivan,
Jake Sussman, Sarah M. Szollar, Kamal
Tamboli, Scott Thien, Christina Tsui, Peter
Waddell, Yixiao Wang, Siyu Xiao, Alexa Se-
pia, Bowei Zhang,

Senior Inductees
Jillian Brinberg, Pamela L. Hernandez,

Vivek Sinanan, Bianca Wong

Franklin Announces
Winners of ‘Tar Wars’

AN ALL-TAR CAST…Franklin recently declared six fourth graders winners of
its annual Tar Wars anti-tobacco poster contest. Pictured, left to right, are:
Tanner Liou and Michelle Telsey, who tied for first place, and Olivia Scheuermann,
Olivia Turner, Andrew Maldonado and Renee Dorwart.

WESTFIELD – Franklin Elemen-
tary School recently awarded ribbons
to fourth graders for its annual Tar Wars
anti-tobacco poster contest, which cul-
minated in a tie for the first time in the
eight years Franklin has participated in
the program.

During a special assembly, Tanner
Liou and Michelle Telsey accepted first
place honors. Both Tanner’s “Get Fired
Up About Not Smoking” poster, which
features an intricately detailed dragon,
and Michelle’s colorful “Sign Up to Be
Tobacco Free” poster featuring student
athletes, will be sent to Trenton to com-
pete at the state level of the competi-
tion. Franklin has previously won
awards at the state level twice.

Olivia Scheuermann’s “‘Bee’ To-
bacco Free” poster took second place,
while Olivia Turner’s “Climb the

Healthy Tree” won third. Andrew
Maldonado and Renee Dorwart both
received honorable mentions.

Each year, Franklin’s school nurse,
Robin Ince, spends several weeks work-
ing with the fourth grade classes using
the internationally implemented “Tar
Wars” tobacco-free program, which
culminates annually in the poster con-
test.

Tar Wars is a program operated by
the American Academy of Family Phy-
sicians (AAFP), whose goal is to help
students learn to resist the pressures
influencing young people to smoke or
use any form of tobacco.

It reaches approximately 500,000
students annually. Since its inception in
1988, Tar Wars has touched the lives of
more than 7 million children world-
wide.

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR
ON THE ENTIRE LINE.

FACTORY AUTHORIZED PR ICE REDUCTION

Save 35% - 50%
Plus an additional 10%
on every Shifman style in closeout covers only.

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity to purchase 

the world’s finest mattress! Unparalleled comfort and quality 

have been the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 

1893. Shifman ultra-premium sets are entirely handmade 

in the USA featuring natural cotton upholstery, a unique 

hand-tufting technique, and eight-way hand-tied boxsprings. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping.

E XCE P T IONAL COMFORT •
NATURA L MATERI ALS •

TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES •
HANDCRA F T ED QUA L I TY •

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • www.valleyfurnitureshop.com • (908) 756 - 7623 
Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes • French Heritage

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

10

DAYS

ONLY!

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149 $134
FULL EA. PC. 450 $249 $224

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 440 $239 $215
FULL EA.PC. 590 $319 $287
QUEEN SET 1300 $699 $629
KING SET 2080 $1149 $1034

JADE
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 590 $319 $287
FULL EA.PC. 750 $409 $368
QUEEN SET 1670 $899 $809
KING SET 2590 $1399 $1259

SAPPHIRE
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 800 $439 $395
FULL EA.PC. 960 $519 $467
QUEEN SET 2170 $1199 $1079
KING SET 3200 $1799 $1619

SP Student Makes
Rider Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains’
Rebecca Lundgren, a junior at Rider
University in Lawrenceville, made the
dean’s list for the fall 2008 semester.

Ms. Lundgren is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Lundgren of Scotch
Plains. She is a double major in el-
ementary education and psychology,
with a minor in special education.

Mountainside Students
Make UD Dean’s List
MOUNTAINSIDE – Two

Mountainside residents made the fall
2008 semester dean’s list at the Uni-
versity of Delaware. Full-time stu-
dents with grade point averages of
3.33 or above (on a 4.0 scale) for the
semester, with no temporary grades,
are named to the dean’s list

Christine Bennett, a sophomore Ac-
counting major in the College of Busi-
ness and Economics, and Jason Massa,
a junior Civil Engineering major in the
College of Engineering, made the list.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 5/21/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Demolition of Buildings and Asbestos Removal Contract #3-2009; Rt. 22 Section 12,
Park Avenue/Bonnie Burn Road; Parcels 8 & 17, Scotch Plains Township and Watchung
Borough; Union and Somerset Counties; 100% State UPC NO: 989040; DP No: 09123

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/30/09, 5/7/09 and 5/14/09, The Leader Fee: $205.02

Joseph P. Peyton, Decorated Veteran;
Was Bank and Bloomingdale’s Retiree
Joseph P. Peyton of South Orange

passed away on Tuesday, May 5, at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights.

Born in Chicago, Ill., he was a
resident of South Orange for 55 years.

Mr. Peyton had been employed with
Bankers Trust of New York City from
1955 to 1984, retiring as assistant
treasurer. Additionally, he had worked
in the credit and security departments
at Bloomingdale’s in New York City.
He retired in February 2009 after just
celebrating his 50th anniversary with
Bloomingdale’s.

He earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Business from Susquehanna
University in Selinsgrove, Pa.

Mr. Peyton was a United States
Army Air Corps veteran, having
served in the European Theater dur-
ing World War II from 1943 to 1945.
A pilot and first lieutenant on B-17
and B-24 Bombers, he flew 30 mis-
sion bombing runs over Germany and
participated in D-day operations. He
was awarded the Distinguished Fly-

ing Cross.
He was the beloved husband of

Audrey Warne Peyton; the devoted
father of Robert and his wife, Carole,
of Westfield, Gerald and his wife,
Cindy, of Alexandria Township, Mary
Peyton of Marlton and Paul Peyton of
South Orange, and the loving grand-
father of Brian, David, Kathryn, Annie
and Kristi.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, May 9, at the Our Lady of
Sorrows Roman Catholic Church in
South Orange. Interment followed at
Mount Olivet Cemetery in Red Bank.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Jacob A. Holle Funeral
Home in Maplewood.

Memorial donations may be made
to Bancroft Neuro Health, 425 Kings
Highway, P.O. Box 20, East
Haddonfield, N.J. 08033, Attention:
Foundation Office Tenby Group.

For more information or to send
condolences, please visit
jacobhollefuneralhome.com.
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Attorney to Give Talk
On Starting a Business

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will offer a program on
Thursday, May 21, at 7 p.m. entitled
“Starting and Managing Your Own
Business.” Victor Gomperts, a Westfield
attorney and member of the non-profit
Service Corp of Retired Executives
(SCORE), will be the presenter.

Mr. Gomperts will discuss factors
leading to the success and failure of new
businesses, market research, preparing
and following a business plan,  how and
where to register and get licensed, adver-
tising and publicity, record keeping and
tax obligations, how to define and reach
one’s market, insurance considerations,
sources of financing, and legal require-
ments/considerations.

A graduate of Rutgers University in
New Brunswick and the New York
University School of Law, Mr.
Gomperts has practiced law for more
than 40 years. His entire career was
spent as in-house counsel to a Fortune
10 Corporation, specializing in tax law.
After retiring two years ago, he joined
SCORE and began counseling people
on the basics of starting a business.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. This program is open to
MURAL and Westfield Memorial Li-
brary cardholders. To register, access
the library’s website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

Grace M. Wagner, 88, Had Been Active
In New Jersey and Florida Churches

Grace M. Wagner, 88, formerly of
South Orange, N.J., passed away
peacefully on Sunday, April 26, 2009,
in Jacksonville, Fla.

Born in Newark, Grace was an ac-
tive member in the Our Lady of Sor-
rows Roman Catholic Church com-
munity in South Orange for over 45
years. She moved briefly to Scotch
Plains, where she became an active
participant at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Roman Catholic Church.

After 76 years in New Jersey, she
retired to Jacksonville Beach, Fla.,
endearing herself to the St. Paul’s
Catholic Church and community.
Grace frequently was seen walking
the beach, feeding the birds and pray-
ing the Rosary. All whose lives she
touched will miss her.

She was preceded in death by her
husband of 40 years, Charles F. Wagner.

Surviving are her five children,
Donald, Phillip, Therese Parsons
(Paul), Christopher (Pat) and Dorothy
Fields (Ken). She also was cherished
by her 14 grandchildren, Raina Bartlett
(Robert), Meghan, Ashley, Donald Jr.,
Adam (Catherine), Jesse Kennedy
(Eric), Leah, Dawn Schlosser, Cheryl
Gerrity (Justin), Lisa, Jonathan, Eric
and Matthew, and treasured by her
nine great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her grand-
son, Nathan Wagner (Kim).

A Memorial Mass will be cel-
ebrated at noon on Saturday, May 16,
at the Our Lady of Sorrows Church in
South Orange. Interment will follow
at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in East

Orange.
In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-

tions can be sent to the Atlantic Beach
Experimental Theatre, 1015 Atlantic
Boulevard, No. 175, Atlantic Beach,
Fla. 32233 or www.abettheatre.com.
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Arthur Sandiford, 62
Arthur C. Sandiford, 62, of

Fanwood returned to his heavenly
Father on Saturday, May 9, 2009.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he lived in
Fanwood for the past 29 years. He
was the loving son of Alice and Wilbur
Sandiford.

Arthur attended St. Augustine High
School and Manhattan College. He
was employed as a systems manager
and first vice president at JP Morgan
Chase in New York City for 39 years.

Surviving are his loving wife of 35
years, Elizabeth, and two sons, Chris-
topher (and his wife, Eva) and Daniel.

A Funeral Mass was offered yes-
terday, Wednesday, May 13, at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Entombment followed at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Christian Brothers Cen-
ter, Office of Development, 635 Ocean
Road, Narragansett, R.I. 02882-1347.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Lois E. Wright, 98, Cherished Family;
Was Office Manager For Local Doctor

Lois Emily Wright, a resident of
Pennswood Village in Newtown, Pa.
for 22 years, died peacefully on Thurs-
day, March 26, 2009. She was 98.

The daughter of Otis Thirlwall
Wright and Eunice Massett Wright,
she was born August 12, 1910 in
Westfield, N.J. and had lived there
until 1987, when she moved to
Pennswood Village in Bucks County,
Pa. She graduated from St. John’s
School for Girls in Mountainside,
N.J., attended Columbia University
and graduated from New Jersey Col-
lege for Women (now Douglass Col-
lege, of Rutgers University).

Following graduation and through-
out her working life, she was office
manager for Lorimer Armstrong,
M.D. in Westfield.

Always modest about herself, Lois
was a favorite friend to and for many,
and the beloved aunt and relative to
all whose lives she touched so gener-
ously. Her love was without reserva-
tion. Her joy illuminated every day
and all who came into her ken, with
humor and spirit, to the end. Her
travels were frequent and worldwide,
but people as individuals, wherever,
were her focus with love and social
justice at the fore. She leaves a goal to
which each of us will continue to
aspire, in her inimitable, graceful,
indomitable fashion, to create and
keep strong, loving ties.

Lois is survived by her niece, Sarah
Ann Wright Kimball, and Sarah’s
husband, Richard Murray Kimball,
of Milwaukee, Wis. She is further
survived by cousins Mary Emily
Barthelmes and her husband, Leo
Barthelmes, and their family, of Malta,
Mont.; Erma Robinson of Saco,
Mont.; Dale and Marcia Wright of
Wright, Wyo.; Helen (Mrs. Robert)
Wright of Newcastle, Wyo.; Margery
(Mrs. Theodore) Wright of Issaquah,
Wash.; Richard Roe of Doylestown,
Pa.; Joan Tish Massett (Mrs. Omer)
Miller of Myrtle Beach, S.C., for-
merly of Westfield, and their chil-
dren; Nan Massett Younger Stalmaker
and her daughter, Joanna Stalmaker,
of Ithaca, N.Y., and many other Wright
and Massett relatives.

She also is survived by her other
“family” that dates to the turn of the
last century, when the close friend-
ship formed between her mother,
Eunice, and Bertha Effingham
Lawrence Newton, later of Hague,
Va. Members of the Davison, Herrera
and Atkins families include Be
Davison Herrera, Jack Herrera and
their daughter, Betu, of Corvallis,
Ore.; Marshall and Barbara Davison
of Hague, Va. and their son, Charles,
and his family; Lucy Treadwell
Davison Atkins and her husband, the
Reverend Henry Atkins, of Studio

City, Calif. and Hanover, N.H. and
their children, Henry, Nathan and
Hannah and their families; Treadwell
and Judy Davison and their children,
of Laurel, Md., and Blake and Belle
Newton and their son, Sam, of Gar-
rison, N.Y. Lois was preceded in
death by her brother, Robert Massett
Wright, and her sister, Shirley Louise
Wright.

The family especially wishes to
thank the entire kind, caring staff of
Pennswood Village, and also for the
kindness shown to Lois by Terry
Kershauer and Usa Forsythe.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, April 4, at St. James Episcopal
Church in Langhorne, Pa. Private in-
terment took place on Monday, April
6, at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield,
under the auspices of St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church of Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Swartz/
Givnish Funeral Home of Newtown,
Pa.

In lieu of flowers, the family sug-
gests memorial donations may be
made to: the Reverend Hannah Atkins
(Discretionary Fund for El Salvador
Work), Trinity Episcopal Church,
1015 Holman Street, Houston, Tex.
77004-3899 or to The Episcopal Re-
lief and Development Fund, c/o St.
James Episcopal Church, 330 South
Bellevue Avenue, Langhorne, Pa.
19047, or to the charity of one’s
choice.
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Westfield Library to Exhibit
Art Floral Photomonoprints
WESTFIELD – Throughout the

month of May, the Westfield Me-
morial Library will exhibit the art-
work of Westfield resident Shari
Seltzer. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

Ms. Seltzer has been creating art
floral photomonoprints for more
than 20 years. She uses the scanner
as a photographic tool, and uses

pieces of her own abstract paint-
ings, plus elements such as antique
sheet music, to add an additional
layer to the image.

To create these images, Ms. Selt-
zer often uses flowers directly from
her own garden. “In these images, I
question what is considered beauti-
ful,” she said. “The squished, folded,
crowded botanicals are far from con-
ventional beauty, yet their imper-
fections and relationships to one
another speak to me. The lush col-
ors invite you in and ask you to take
a second look.”

Ms. Seltzer holds a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree in Visual Arts from
the Mason Gross School of the Arts
at Rutgers University. Over the
years, she has been invited to show
her work in juried, invitational and
group shows. Most recently, she
had a solo exhibit of her work at
Overlook Hospital in Summit and
at Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside.

The artist also worked as an asso-
ciated director of a gallery in
Hoboken and she has taught on the
elementary and high school levels.
Additionally, she has created on a
freelance basis designs for
swimwear, junior and women’s tex-
tiles, home furnishings, gift wrap,
handbags, toys and juvenile prod-
ucts.

The exhibit can be seen in the
Internet lounge anytime the library
is open. Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sun-
days. Artists interested in exhibit-
ing at the library should call Lauren
Ryan, head of Adult Services, at
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

String Band to Perform
On Sunday at Library
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library and the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
present an afternoon of bluegrass and
family fun this Sunday, May 17.
Weather permitting, the event will
take place on the library lawn, with
the music starting at 2 p.m. Attendees
are invited to bring a blanket, and
refreshments will be provided.

The Homegrown String Band, com-
prised of Georgianne and Rick
Jackofsky and their two daughters,
Erica and Annalee, will provide the
music. This “family that plays to-
gether” has been performing around
the country, from the National Theatre
in Washington, D.C. to the Festival of
American Music and Crafts at Silver
Dollar City in Branson, Mo., since
1997. During this time, they have re-
leased four CDs and have shared their
music with hundreds of concert audi-
ences throughout the United States.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more informa-
tion and to register for this free event,
call (908) 322-6400. Information
about the band is available at
homegrownstringband.com.

Madhumita Parmar

Musical Program on Sunday
Dedicated to Autism Speaks
SCOTCH PLAINS – Madhumita

Parmar, a high school freshman at
the Academy for Allied Health Sci-
ences in Scotch Plains, will be fea-
tured along with Layatharanga (one
of India’s most distinguished musi-
cal ensembles) in their musical ex-
travaganza entitled “Sangamam.”

This program, described as a
“confluence of exquisite melody and
rhythm,” will be presented this Sun-
day, May 17, from 4 to 7 p.m. in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School auditorium, located at 641
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

Madhu will perform in three clas-
sical styles of music, including jazz
(saxophone), Hindustani (North In-
dian classical vocal) and Carnatic
(South Indian classical vocal), with
a repertoire of original composi-
tions capturing the essence of these
three styles.

This program will be dedicated to
“Autism Speaks,” an organization com-
mitted to providing research and pro-
moting awareness for this debilitating
dysfunction of the brain that affects
one in 150 children in the United States.
Admission to the program is free and
donations will be welcome.

Layatharanga specializes in
“World Music” – a music form
blending different styles from across
the globe. Founded on the principles
of carnatic music (classical music
of South India), the experienced
performers have gone on to amal-
gamate other music forms, produc-
ing rich original melodies, complex
rhythm patterns and intricacies that
have reached a global audience.

Sales of Calendars to Benefit
Brearley, Historical Society
KENILWORTH – “Kenilworth

360º + 5” – a 2010 calendar/planner
illustrated with local student-rendered
images and writings that provide a
“360-degree view” of everyday life
in the community over the course of
a 365-day year – has been published
and will be available for sale during a
Monday, May 18 reception at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street.

Hosted by the David Brearley High
School art, business, English and tech-
nology departments, the event will
begin at 6 p.m. All are welcome and
admission is free. During the recep-
tion, guests will be able to sample
foods prepared by community mem-
bers from favorite family recipes. On
display will be many of the calendar/
planner illustrations, which comprise
photographs, silk-screen prints and li-
noleum block prints depicting various
familiar faces and places in Kenilworth,
as well as student writings.

“Kenilworth 360º + 5” is being
sold for $12 as a fundraiser for the
David Brearley Art Department and
the Kenilworth Historical Society,
which assisted with the project. The

historical society’s portion of the pro-
ceeds from calendar/planner sales will
benefit its ongoing project to restore
the Oswald J. Nitschke House.

David Brearley instructor Danielle
Wilkinson’s photography students took
the photographs that appear through-
out the pages during a field trip to the
Nitschke House and to the Kenilworth
fire and police departments, borough
clerk’s office, schools, library, senior
citizens’ center and multiple other sites.

Silk-screen and linoleum block
prints, based upon such photos, were
created by Janice Marsili’s art stu-
dents under the direction of resident
printmaker Molly Johnson, and stu-
dent writings were produced by Anne
Phillips’ English students with assis-
tance from visiting professional writer
Holly Woodward.

Technology instructor Cynthia
Kovac created the template for the
calendar/planner and provided pro-
duction assistance, and Cheryl Kress’
business students are marketing the
publication in an “Apprentice”-style
team competition. Copies of
“Kenilworth 360º + 5” can be ob-
tained by calling (908) 931-9696.

Thomas Fitzgerald, 85
Thomas W. Fitzgerald, 85, of Upper

Saddle River, formerly of Westfield,
died on Thursday, April 16.

A Westfield resident from 1963 to
1990, he had worked as a chief engi-
neer for the Everlasting Valve Co. in
Plainfield for 48 years, retiring in
1990 to Port St. Lucie, Fla. When his
first wife, Maureen, died in 1995, he
moved to Upper Saddle River, where
he married Shirley Edmonds.

Tom was a very active parishioner of
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield and The Church of
The Presentation in Upper Saddle River.

A veteran of World War II, he flew
with the Flying Tigers.

Tom was the beloved husband of
Shirley R. Fitzgerald (Edmonds) and
his predeceased first wife, Maureen.
He was the loving father of Thomas
Fitzgerald, Dennis Fitzgerald,
Michael Fitzgerald, Robert Fitzgerald
and Marianne Wenta, and the adored
grandfather of 12 grandchildren.

Services were held on April 20 and
21 at The Church of The Presentation
in Upper Saddle River. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
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FAMILY HARMONY…The Homegrown String Band, made up of Georgianne
and Rick Jackofsky and their two daughters, pictured above, will perform at the
Fanwood Memorial Library this Sunday, May 17, beginning at 2 p.m. Admission
is free and refreshments will be available.

DOOLEY COLONIAL

FUNERAL HOME

Remembering those we love
Saluting those who serve

556 Westfield Ave. Westfield, NJ

908-233-0255
John L. Dooley NJ. License NO. 4100

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that the Westfield
Planning Board will meet on Wednesday,
May 27, 2009 in the Council Chambers in
the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to conduct a public hearing to
consider the Town Housing Element and
Fair Share Plan, said document being an
element of the Town of Westfield Master
Plan, and a Resolution memorializing any
adoption. Any interested party may ap-
pear at said hearing and participate therein
in accordance with the rules of the Plan-
ning Board.

A copy of the Housing Element and Fair
Share Plan will be on file and available for
public inspection in the following locations
and at the following times at least 10 days
prior to the public hearing:

1. The office of the Town Engineer, 959
North Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey, from
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

2. The office of the Town Clerk in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, from
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

3. The main desk at the Westfield Public
Library, 550 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey during its regular hours of
business operation.

Kris McAloon, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board

1 T - 5/14/09, The Leader Fee: $31.62

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 6/4/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

U.S. ROUTE 22 UNION/SPRINGFIELD BUS TURNOUTS, TOWNSHIP
OF UNION, CONTRACT NO. 053088012, COUNTY OF UNION

FEDERAL PROJECT NO: CM-0400(159) UPC NO: DP NO: 09106

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27.  For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 5/14/09, 5/21/09 and 5/28/09, The Leader Fee: $177.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on May 27, 2009
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 170 Second Street, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 104 Lot
1.01, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Saurav and Bindu Majumdar.

The applicant requests to install a fence
(with varying heights of 4 feet and 6 feet)
along certain property lines to fence off the
backyard. which is in violation of:

Section 184-125C of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Installa-
tion of 6 foot fence along certain property
lines.; Permitted: 4 foot; Present: 0; Pro-
posed: 6 foot.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Saurav and Bindu Majumdar

170 Second Street
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023

1 T - 5/14/09, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

2009 DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION BUDGET

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2009:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2009, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD
LEADER in the issue of May 14, 2009;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2009:

Recorded Vote: Ayes: Skibitsky, Caruana, Neylan, Ciarrocca, Foerst, Arena,
Kimmins, Haas, Bigosinski
Nays
Abstain
Absent

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on April 21, 2009.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building on June 2,
2009 at 8:00pm at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2009 may
be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested
persons.

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

2009 BUDGET

REVENUES
GENERAL REVENUE ANTICIPATED REVENUE

Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment $390,555.00
Total General Revenue $390,555.00

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATIONS 2009

Operating
Salaries & Wages $155,500.00
Other Expenses $235,055.00

Total General Appropriations $390,555.00
1 T - 5/14/09, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on May 4,
2009 memorialized the following Board
action taken on April 6, 2009.

04-16  Gentemp & Jean Genievich
254 Seneca Place, Block 701, Lot 38.
Applicant sought extension of major sub-
division approval granted by resolution
dated August 17, 2006. Extension granted
through August 17, 2010.

05-18(V) CFGR, LLC 430-510 Central
Avenue, Block 3006, Lot 5, 6, & 7. Appli-
cant sought extension of approval for pre-
liminary and final major site plan with vari-
ances granted by resolution dated April 3,
2006. Extension granted through April 3,
2010.

09-01(V) Ronald L. Rasmussen, 414
and 416 Westfield Avenue (Block 3002,
Lots 7 & 8) Applicant sought preliminary
and final major site plan approval for a
modification of utilization for lot 7 from
general office use to professional office
use. Applicant also sought approval to add
approximately 126 square feet of paved
area to lot 7 and approximately 160 square
feet of paved area to lot 8 and approval of
a proposed shared parking arrangement
per §17.02F of the Land Use Ordinance.
Applicant sought variance relief from the
following sections of the Land Use Ordi-
nance: §12.04G (per §11.21E.7) and
§17.07. Application approved with condi-
tions.

08-12 (V) Ferraro’s Realty Group, LLC,
425 Elmer Street, South (Block ‘3204,
Lot 2) and Faris Group, LLC, 211 South
Avenue, East, (Block 3204, Lot 6) Appli-
cant sought preliminary and final major
site plan approval to demolish the dwelling
and accessory structures on existing lot 6,
merge the lands and use of lots 2 and 6,
thus creating a new combined lot, and
construct a new parking area on the prop-
erty containing 10 parking spaces with
driveway access off of South Avenue along
with associated site improvements. Appli-
cants proposed to erect an additional free-
standing sign along the South Avenue
entrance. The proposed application also
seeks to increase seating at the catering/
restaurant facility (Ferarro’s South) that
currently exists on the subject property
from 48 seats, as approved by the Plan-
ning Board in 1996, to 70 seats.

Applicant sought relief from the follow-
ing Sections of the Land Use Ordinance:
§17.02C7s, §11.28E.11, §16.04E.1 and
4, §16.04E.4c. Application approved with
conditions.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 5/14/09, The Leader Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Resolution adopted by the Town Council of Westfield,
New Jersey on May 5, 2009 that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction
in accordance with 39:10A-1, at the time and location specified below, the following motor
vehicles which came into the possession of the Westfield Police Department through
abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following list are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
the time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 pm the same day.

The public auction shall be held on May 21, 2009 in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicles may be examined at Sevell’s Auto Body, 320 Windsor Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey at 9:00 a.m.  The public auction will commence at 9:15 a.m.

Make Year Vin # Mileage Minimum Bid
Ford Taurus 2005 1FAFP53235A147971 44,519 $ 4255.00
Ford Escort Wgn 1998 3FAFP15P3WR236447 259,323 4119.60
Ford Escort Wgn 1997 3FALP15P0VR118910 194,450 4472.60

1 T - 5/14/09, The Leader Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after the public hearing on
March 25, 2009, granted variance ap-
proval from the front setback requirements
of 184-110(e) for property owned by Mr. &
Mrs. John O’Halloran at 215 Forest Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey, being Block 14
and Lot 12.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

John O’Halloran
215 Forest Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 5/14/09, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on
Wednesday, May 27, 2009, at 7:30 P.M. in
the lower level meeting room of the
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Planning Board will hold a hearing on
the application of the undersigned. The
property in question is located at 300 South
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, also
known as Block 91, Lot 1.01, as shown on
the Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Part-
ners Profit Fanwood Group, LLC.

The applicant seeks amended final site
plan approval to convert second floor stor-
age space consisting of 3000 square feet
to general office use. In order to ensure
adequate parking, Applicant has entered
into a lease with the owners of property
located at 295 South Avenue for 10 park-
ing spaces.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 AM to 4 PM,
Monday – Friday) from the Secretary of
the Planning Board at the Administration
Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant:
Partners Fanwood Profit Group, LLC

Attorney for Applicant:
Richard M. Cohen, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger
1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 5/14/09, The Times Fee: $39.27

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
SUBSTANTIVE CERTIFICATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains has petitioned the
New Jersey Council of Affordable Hous-
ing for Substantive Certification of its Hous-
ing Element and Fair Share Plan pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 5:96-3.1 et seq. A copy of the
adopted Housing Element and Fair Share
Plan and supporting documentation is
available for public inspection at the office
of the Municial Clerk, Municipal Building,
located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey during the hours of 8:30 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.. Comments or objections to
said petition for Substantive Certification
shall be filed with the New Jersey Council
on Affordable Housing, 101 South Broad
Street, PO Box 813, Trenton, New Jersey
08625-0813 and with the municipal clerk
by June 27, 2009 which is within 45 days
of publication of this notice.

Barbara Riepe
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/14/09, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
May 12, 2009 the following ordinance en-
titled:

AN ORDINANCE DELETING
SUBSECTION 19-4.2 OF
CHAPTER XIX LAND USE
PROCEDURES OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, 1978

was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 5/14/09, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

THE PURCHASE OF CHEMI-
CALS, SEEDS AND FERTIL-
IZERS AND OTHER SUP-
PLIES FOR THE MAINTE-
NANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076 (attn: Bar-
bara Riepe, Township Clerk) until May
28th, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

The Township of Scotch Plains (herein-
after “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be pre-
sented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked, The Purchase of Chemi-
cals, Seeds and Fertilizer and other sup-
plies for the Maintenance of the Township
of Scotch Plains, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076. No bid will be
received after the time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) days after the date
of the bid opening except if provided for
herein. The bid of any bidder who con-
sents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package. Specification and bid
forms may be obtained at the Office of
Recreation, Room 113, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, between the hours of 9:00
am and 3:00 pm, Monday through Friday.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract.

The bid security shall be in the amount of
$1000.00.

The Township reserves the right to re-

ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et seq. The Township shall award
the bid to the bidders which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves,
the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated. The
Township also reserves the right to not
utilize these services if they are not neces-
sary.

The selected Bidders, will, within seven
days (7) of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.

All bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127 entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to discrimi-
nation in connections with Certain Public
Contracts and supplementing the Law
Against Discrimination approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)” N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

All bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the
requirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
5661 through 56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1 and must submit a Business
Registration Certificate with the Bid Docu-
ments.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56,25 et seq.

All Bidders must submit, with their
bid, a copy of their and their contrac-
tors and sub-contractors Business
Registration Certificate, regardless of
whether a Business Registration Cer-
tificate may have previously been filed
with the Township or Department of
Parks and Recreation in the past with a
prior bid. This requirement is MANDA-
TORY and a bid without a Business
Registration Certificate enclosed MUST
be rejected.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

RAY POERIO, DIRECTOR
OF PARKS AND RECREATION

BARBARA RIEPE
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 5/14/09, The Times Fee: $100.47

PUBLIC NOTICE

Local Film Festival Returns
To Downtown Scotch Plains
AREA – The Fifth Annual Movies In

May Film Festival is set once again to
bring the best in locally created cin-
ematic productions to area film lovers.

With an emphasis on productions
with a connection to the Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood communi-
ties, this year’s festival will add several
new and unique features to the viewing
experience. For the first time since 2005,
Movies In May returned to the newly
renovated Rialto Theatre in Westfield
yesterday to open the three-night event.

New to this year’s Movies In May
will be two nights of public screenings
on the Alan Augustine Village Green in
downtown Scotch Plains.

“Watching films has largely become
a private activity, with more and more
people using the computer and home
theaters for viewing,” said Movies In
May founder William McMeekan, Jr.
“By screening on the Village Green, we
hope to make experiencing these films
a community event in much the same
way attending movies used to be.”

The opening night at the Rialto The-
atre featured numerous shorts and docu-
mentaries, as well as The Roadhouse, a
feature film by writer/ director Nick
Pavano. The Roadhouse recently won
the “Viewer’s Choice Award,” as well
as “Best Original Song In A Feature
Film Award” at the 2009 Garden State
Film Festival.

Bringing the second night of the fes-
tival, Thursday night, to a close will be
the Zenith Films feature Float, pro-
duced by Westfilm co-founder Peter
Paul Basler, who is now based in Hol-
lywood.

Making its east coast premiere in this
year’s festival, Float has already gar-
nered the “Audience Award” at the
prestigious Dances With Films Festi-
val, as well as the “Best Screenplay
Award” at the ARPA International Fest.

This year’s incarnation of Movies In
May will conclude with a special Fri-
day night presentation of “The Best of
Westfilm/ Movies In May,” featuring
the finest short productions from the

previous seven years.
“We’ve screened more than 160

shorts and features since we began in
2002,” said Mr. McMeekan. “The pro-
ductions have ranged from first films
by elementary school students to Acad-
emy Award-nominated features. The
best of this work is truly outstanding
and should make for a great night of
community cinema.”

Following last night’s Rialto screen-
ing, the festival continues today, Thurs-
day, May 14, and Friday, May 15, on
the Alan Augustine Village Green in the
heart of downtown Scotch Plains. For
more information about the festival and
the films scheduled to be screened, visit
moviesinmay.com.

SHOOTING FOR MAY…On set, cinematographer Brian Monaghan and direc-
tor Nick Pavano take part in the creation of The Roadhouse. See release at right.

UK’s Choral Union Joins
WSO for Season Finale

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
30, at 8 p.m., The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will resound
with the operatic proportions and
dramatic majesty of Giuseppe
Verdi’s Requiem as Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) hosts an
international and statewide collabo-
ration to present Verdi’s master-
piece.

A combined chorus of more than
100 voices from the UK’s renowned
Liverpool Welsh Choral Union and
Bergen County’s Pro Arte Chorale
will join the WSO under the baton
of Maestro David Wroe in an in-
spiring performance.

Originally described by critics as
“an opera in church vestments,”
Verdi’s Requiem challenges singers
and musicians alike with its vigor-
ous rhythms, sublime melodies,

powerful contrasts and spectacular
use of brass and percussion.

This “hands across the state and
globe” cultural synthesis will be
the season finale to the WSO 2008-
2009 season initiative
SOUNDPartnerships, which has
presented concert programs that are
only possible through the joining of
forces of artists and artistic medi-
ums.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office at 224 East
Broad Street or by calling the box
office at (908) 232-9400.

Tickets (with cash or check) are
also available at the Town Book-
store of Westfield and Martin Jew-
elers in Cranford. For further infor-
mation, call (908) 232-9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go
to westfieldsymphony.org.

Photo by David Samsky
GRAND FINALE...Joined by the UK’s renowned Liverpool Welsh Choral Union
and Bergen County’s Pro Arte Chorale, the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
season concludes on May 30 with the sounds of Verdi’s Requiem at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

I’LL SHOW YOU ‘Y’...Nina Johnson shows off her artworkon April 30 to her
mother at the Westfield Area “Y” Preschool.

Westfield ‘Y’ Puts on
Preschool Art Show

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On April 30, the
Westfield Area “Y” preschool put on an
art show displaying the work of its
preschool classes. The show, part of the
National Association For the Educa-
tion of Young Children’s “Celebrate the
Children” week, showcases the impor-
tance of early childhood development.

The preschool department, under the
direction of Eileen Rooney, organized
the event. Largely attended by the young
students and their families, the show
displayed various types of youthful art-
work, ranging from paper masks to
paintings made from using a hair-dryer
to streak paint across the canvas, form-
ing tree-like shapes.

The preschool staff, who chaperoned,
spent the night meeting parents and
showing off the students’ display in the
classroom.

One piece, a student diorama, fea-
tured life-size cutouts of the children
sitting down to enjoy a meal. Other
displays included marshmallow/tooth-
pick constructs and underwater snap-
shots made with salt to enhance texture
and many other artistic creations.

Summer Workshop Helps
Students Express Creatively
WESTFIELD – The Communi-

cations Department of the Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) pro-
vides children with various oppor-
tunities to express their thoughts
creatively.

After its initial successful sea-
son, the Mock Trial class returns to
the WSW for students in grades 4 to
6 or 6 to 8. In this class, participants
will learn about trials as they pre-
pare court cases and become law-
yers, witnesses, judges and jurors.

The success of the previous class
has led to the creation of a new
course, Debate Team. Intended for
students in grades 6 to 8, this class
will help them build self-confidence
and public-speaking skills as they
demonstrate their persuasive tech-
niques in this lively approach to
argumentation.

The ever-popular Gecko Kids
Creative Computer Studio will again
offer the Art of Book Making on the
Computer. Age-appropriate classes,
for those in grades 2 to 4, guide
students in creating their own on-
line storybooks using great art soft-
ware programs.

Pencil Pals helps young writers,
in grades 2 and 3, discover the joys
of writing as they become authors
and illustrators of their own poems
and stories.

Puppetry Playhouse combines
various talents of the young partici-
pants, also in grades 2 and 3, as they
design puppets, write a script and
make their characters come to life

in their own puppet productions.
A revival to the WSW schedule

this year is Story Stretchers, for
grades 2 and 3. Here, students will
read a story or poem and enhance
the tale with a variety of creative
projects and activities.

Middle elementary and junior
high school students may be at-
tracted to courses involving televi-
sion and animation skills. TV Pro-
duction, in separate courses for
grades 4 to 6 and 5 to 8, will show
students how to use camera moves
and special effects in their own pro-
ductions.

In Video Animation, those in
grades 5 to 8 will use clay figures
and ordinary objects to learn basic
animation.

The 2009 WSW will begin on
Monday, June 29, and continue un-
til Friday, July 31, at Edison Inter-
mediate School, located at 800
Rahway Avenue.

The Workshop day runs from 8:30
a.m. until 12:30 p.m., with optional
early morning drop-off at 7:30 a.m.
and an Afternoon Adventures pro-
gram provided in conjunction with
the Westfield YMCA.

The WSW staff consists of
degreed and/or certified teachers
and professionals who guide the
students in their pursuit of the arts.
A registered nurse is on staff during
the regular morning hours.

For more information, call (908)
518-1551 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Les Malamut Gallery
Hosts Photo Exhibit

AREA – The Les Malamut Art
Gallery will host a photography ex-
hibit by award-winning photogra-
phers Coleen Marks and Sue Zwick
titled “On the Street.”

The show, housed in the lower level
of the Union Public Library, located
at 1980 Morris Avenue, will open on
May 19 and run through July 22.
There will be an opportunity to both
view the works and meet the artists at
a reception to be held Saturday, May
23, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The Les Malamut Art Gallery is
free, handicapped accessible and open
to the public during regular library
hours. For further information, call
(908) 851-5450 or visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com.

Jersey Central Studios
Say: Paint in the Date

CRANFORD – Jersey Central Art
Studios of Cranford has invited the
public to “Paint in the Date” for the
second Cranford Artists’ Studio Tour
on Sunday, May 17, from noon to 5
p.m. The public will have a chance to
visit 17 artists at 11 locations
throughout the town, giving them an
opportunity to speak with artists,
observe the creative process and to
purchase work.

Artists’ home studios will open up
to provide the venues for exhibitions
of painting, photography, pottery, jew-
elry, stain glass and more. Addition-
ally, Simply Gallery, and the Artist
Framer will host out-of-town artists.
Hanson Park, another stop on the
tour, will also have artists painting in
the park and along the Rahway River.

The tour will feature a glimpse
into the restoration process of four
large paintings (WPA era) depicting
the four seasons by artist Everett
Ward. Lito David, chief restorer of
Corcoran Studio, is completing this
restoration.

Deborah Leber, who organized the
artists for the tour, said, “I was very

pleased that we had visiting artists
along with our Cranford artists and
that the quality of all the work shown
in this year’s tour is of a high caliber.”

Opening ceremonies and the offi-
cial start of the tour for Cranford
Artist Studio Tour begin at 11:30
a.m. at Hanson Park, Hospitality
Tent, located at 38 Springfield Av-
enue.

Tickets are available at The Artist
Framer, located at 17 North Avenue
East, Simply Gallery, at 11 Walnut
Street, and Dovetails, at 3 Eastman
Street. To learn more, visit jcas.org.
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        Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 2-9

June 23rd – June 26th, 2009

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil
Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 29th – July 2nd, 2009

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil Boys Lacrosse Camp  
For boys entering grades 2nd to 9th 

 

Camp Staff 
Westfield High School Boys Varsity Coach Marc Silbergeld 

WHS Boys Varsity Asst. Patrick Tuohy 
 

WHS Alum: 
Boomer Wertheimer, Gerry Benaquista 

Kevin Anderson, Chris Mattes 
Ryan Yarusi, CJ Patella 

 
Plus other members of the current WHS team 

WEEK 1 

June 29  July 2 

Monday Thursday 

9:00am  12:00pm 

Houlihan Field 

 

WEEK 2 

July 13  July 17 

Monday Friday 

9:00am  12:00pm 

Houlihan Field 

For more information call (908) 322-3780 or see www.westfieldlacrosse.com 

Email msilbergeld@westfieldnjk12.org 
 
______________________________________________________________

 

 

Blue Devil Girls Lacrosse Camp 
 

Camp Staff  

WHS Girls Varsity Coach Brendan Hickey 
WHS Girls Varsity Asst. Peter Horn 
WHS Boys Varsity Coach Marc Silbergeld 

WHS Alum: 
Alli MacDonald 

Taylor Anderson 
Michele Zaffuto 
Kevin Anderson 

 
 

Camp will be held at Kehler Stadium 

July 20th to July 24th
 

9:00am to 12:00pm 

For more information call (908) 322-3780 or see www.westfieldlacrosse.com 
 Email msilbergeld@westfieldnjk12.org 

HOW SERIOUS ARE YOU ABOUT
                    BASKETBALL?

• Tired of Camps with 150 players?

• This is the time to improve your 

game and get ready for next

season.

• Individual workouts with a State 

Championship coach.

                              Dan Doherty
          2008 Union County Coach of the Year

-Limited Availability-

          Contact at 732-995-2924
                                      Or 
                       ddoherty@spfk12.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westfield Blue Devils 

PAL Flag Rugby 

Summer 2009 
 

Union County Rugby Football Club introduces  
 
Westfield Blue Devils PAL Flag Rugby – Summer 2009  
 
Co-Ed Non-contact Flag Rugby  
SID FAY and HOULIHAN FIELDS, Westfield  
 

Age Groups   June 1 6th – July 25th

 
OWLS          5-6 yrs     
FALCONS   7-9 yrs  Practice – Tuesday & Thursday 6:15-7:30  
HAWKS       9-10 yrs  Games – Saturday Mornings  
EAGLES     11-13 yrs  
 
Fees:  
$80.00 ($65 each additional child)  
 
Included in price:  
Rugby Ball, Official Team Shirt, Playing Shorts & Socks  
 
Our program teaches basic ball skills, game rules and team play, in a fun and  
enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are involved on an equal basis.  
Parents wishing to volunteer to help with practices or running home events 
most welcome.  
 
For more information or to sign up go to mudturtlerugby.   
Or please contact:  
Diane Dabulas 908-591-7027 or dabulasj@comcast.net
Paul Harbaugh 908-370-4131 or paulh@hcicg.net

RIVERA GETS WIN, RELIEVER KOSENICK GETS SAVE

Raider Baseball Boys Rock
Minutemen in UCT Semi, 8-5

KERR HR, 3B; GRANSTRAND HR, CLARK RBI DOUBLE

Blue Devils Survive Scare, Nip
Cranford, 8-7, in UCT Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excellent clutch pitching perfor-
mances by Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s Marcus Rivera and Jon
Kosenick was enough to hold off the
defending champion Elizabeth Min-
utemen, 8-5, in the Union County Tour-
nament baseball semifinal at Williams
Field in Elizabeth on May 9.

Rivera in his inaugural starting role,

scattered six hits, sat down two Min-
utemen and did not walk a batter.
Kosenick, a senior right- hander, in
two-and-one-third innings of relief,
retired seven of the eight batters he
faced. He finished with three strikeouts
and walked one. Elizabeth starter, jun-
ior righty Eric Villegas, allowed two
runs on three hits, struck out two and
walked two. Reliever junior Eric Muniz
entered the third inning.

“You cannot say enough what
Marcus Rivera did on the mound.
Coming in today, he threw four in-
nings all year. He stepped up as a
sophomore on a big stage and did a
great job. Then, you can’t say enough
of what Kosenick did with a seven-
out save. The biggest out in the game
was in that fifth inning when they
made it 6-5 and we made the change.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every bit of offense was needed
when the second-seeded Westfield
High School baseball team survived
a four-run, seventh-inning scare from
the third-seeded Cranford Cougars to
pull out an 8-7 victory in Elizabeth on
May 9 to advance to the Union County
Tournament championship for a
chance to grab its 13th title. The 9-3
Blue Devils will face the top-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, who
stopped fourth-seeded Elizabeth, 8-
5, in Elizabeth at 2 p.m.

The Blue Devils out-hit the 13-4
Cougars, 11-6, and the long ball
played a major roll in the outcome, as
did the Cougars’ ability to capitalize
on passed balls and stolen bases. Nick
Cook tagged Blue Devil pitcher Chris
Jenkins with a two-run double to bring
home Adam Finelli (1-for-3) and Mike
Gaeta in the top of the first inning to
give the Cougars a 2-0 lead. Finelli’s
and leadoff batter, Eric Wolena’s,
ability to read Jenkins’ moves on the
mound accounted for four of the Cou-
gars’ six stolen bases.

“We were fortunate to be able to
steal some bases. That was the game
plan coming in,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

Additionally, the Cougars took
Jenkins, who had 13 strikeouts, deep
into the count, forcing him to throw
134 pitches, walk five and hit two
batters.

Jenkins’ RBI single off the right
field screen got Westfield on the board
in the second inning then Mike Clark
and Rob Anderson hit back-to-back
RBI doubles in the third to give the
Blue Devils the momentum with a 3-
2 lead.

“I wanted to battle up there at the
plate. I fouled off a couple of close
ones, then I got my bat around on a
good one,” Clark said. “It was a key
hit at the right time. That’s what we
needed. We were fired up, as a team,
the whole game. It was a team win!

We all swung the bats well.”
Sophomore Danny Kerr (2-for-3, 3

RBI) lofted a solo homer over the
right field fence in the fourth inning
but the Cougars answered in the fifth
when Wolena laid down a bunt single,
stole second and third and scored on
a passed ball. But in the bottom of the
sixth, after Cougar centerfielder Nick
Pace robbed Anderson of an extra
base hit with a fabulous diving snag,
Mike Lessner and Dave Babetski
singled. Kerr drilled a booming two-
run triple to center, then Robbie
Granstrand (3-for-3) made the score
8-3 with a two-run homer over the
right field fence.

“Danny Kerr is a fine player now.
CANFIELD, ADAMS, VEECK, WENSON WIN EVENTS

SPF Lady Raiders Dominate
WC Track Championships

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong performances across the
board allowed the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls track &
field team to repeat at Watchung Con-
ference champions at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on May 11. The Raider
girls easily out-pointed Union 131-
89, while the Blue Devil girls placed
fourth with 81 points.

The Raider girls took a huge lead
after the first day, May 8, with a total
of 61 to Union’s 37 and Plainfield’s
34. The Blue Devil girls were in fifth
with 31 points. On that day, Raider
senior Brittney Veeck found herself
in an unfamiliar position when she
was placed on the outside lanes with
two other girls in a split start for the
1,600 meters. But after the first turn
when the outside lanes were allowed
to merge with the rest pack, Veeck
settled in and successfully defended
her title in the event with a time of
5:21.21 followed by freshman team-
mate Erin Pierce, who crossed in a
personal-best (PB) 5:24.25. Blue
Devils Lisa Nehring and Alyssa Hatch
finished 3-6 with respective times of
5:25.04 and 5:33.34.

“I was really nervous. I like to start
with everybody. I wandered through
this turn but I got through it,” said
Veeck, who added, “I thought some-
one (Pierce) was right behind me.”

Veeck has been strengthening her
training this season by competing in
various distances from the 400 to the
1600. “Doing the 400 helps me a lot
because it’s like a sprint burst. It helps
me get up on my toes more. That’s
what Mr. Koegel (Raider Head Coach)
always tells me to do,” she said.

On May 11, Pierce showed her
stuff by crossing first in the 3,200
meters with a time of 12:08.99 fol-
lowed by teammate Kathleen Leeper
at 12:14.58, Hatch at 12:16.83, Blue
Devil Amy Rosenberg at 12:30.8 and

Raider Kerry Pierce at 13:05.53.
Veeck placed third in the 800 with a
time of 2:24.24 and Nehring finished
sixth at 2:27.81. Raiders Ali Pearl at
1:08.42 and Kim Shelus at 1:08.69
placed 4-5 in the 400-hurdles.

The friendly competition between
Sarah Canfield and Whitney Adams
has been a huge boon for the Raider
girls. On May 8, Canfield and Blue
Devil Alex Hawkins placed 1-2, re-
spectively, in the high jump, both
clearing 4’10”, while Adams tied
for third at 4’8”. Blue Devil Kelly
Irving placed sixth, also at 4’8”.
Adams and Canfield placed 1-2,
respectively, in the triple jump with

distances of 36’6.25” and 35’4.5”.
Teammate Camille Handy took
fourth with a distance of 33’7.25”
and Blue Devil Claire Stevens-Haas
placed sixth at 32’9.75”.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE COACH…Blue Devil Danny Kerr gets congratulated from coach Bob
Brewster after whacking a solo home run in the fourth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD BASE…Raider Joey D’Annunzio slides safely into third base to start a three-run rally
in the bottom of the third inning.

2009 RAIDER

SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains -

Fanwood High School

Director

Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS

Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

JULY 6-10
JULY 27-31

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@comcast.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp

Not Held in a Park!”

Goal Keeper Training

Tactical Camp for Teams

Novice to Advanced

Grades 1-11

Indoor Facilities

Boys & Girls

Fully Insured

Our 16th Consecutive Season

Watchung Conference
Boys Track on Page 19
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Has ‘Lefty’ Past,
But Not This Year

If you watch a WHS baseball game
this spring, you’ll notice the steady stream
of left-handed batters coming to the plate
– Dan Kerr, Matt Isabella, Mike Clark,
Mike Lessner and Max Fusaro. It’s al-
most every other batter. Oddly, when
those players go out to the field, they all
wear a glove on their left hand – making
them right-handed fielders.

And the entire pitching staff – Chris
Jenkins, Kyle Hayden, Aiden Scanlon,
Rob Anderson, Phil Russo, Jake Fox
and Greg Mucci – are all righties.

The lone left-handed glove on the
team belongs to backup outfielder James
Hughes.

This, of course, got me to thinking …
about left-handed pitchers at WHS. There
haven’t been that many over the years, but

there have been some great ones.
I never saw Bob List (’55) pitch, but

the big guy still holds the school record
for strikeouts in a season (147 in 86
innings) and was good enough to play in
the St. Louis Cardinals’ minor league
system.

(In fact, while doing some research in
the Leader’s online archives, I found a
1952 Roosevelt Junior High School
game against Rahway where List pitched
a one-hitter, struck out 17 – in seven
innings – and drove in 11 runs with two
singles, a triple and two home runs. And
as a freshman in college at Cornell, he
struck out 20 batters in his first game.)

Here’s a list (hopefully not missing
anybody and compiled with the help of
Mr. Memory, Chick Miller, ’44) of the
southpaws who have pitched for WHS
since the 1930s:

’30s: Paul Satterwaite (’36);
’40s: Tom Brotherton (’42), Cliff Bull

(’44);

’50s: Bob List (’55);
’60s: Pat Kennedy (’62), Dennis

Burke (’64), Bill Dlouhy (’65), John
Bednarz (’68), Bob Thiel ’69); ’70s:
Skeeter MacCloskey (’70), Steve
Tebbetts (’72), Chip Danker (’73), Kurt
Stock (’78); ’80s: Matt Clarke (’82),
Rod Yatcilla (’82), Dave Lavender (’87),
Chuck Mueller (’87), Kevin Stock (’88);

’90s: John Rassa (’91), Adam
Yannuzzi (’93), Brian Ciemniecki (’96),
Dan Garry (’96), Greg Freisen (’98);

’00s: Nick Geissler (’01), John Boyd
(’04), Craig Ellis (’06).

Ironically, there have been 20 no-
hitters thrown in WHS’s 100-plus years
of baseball, and six of them have been
by lefties. Here they are, with year and
opponent:

List (2): 1955 vs. Cranford and Union,
Burke: 1963 vs. Thomas Jefferson,
MacCloskey: 1970 vs. Roselle Catho-

lic,
Rassa: 1991 vs. Plainfield,
Freisen: 1998 vs. Shabazz (five-in-

ning perfect game).
And WHS has won 12 Union County

Tournament titles, three of them were
with left-handers starting on the mound:

’87: Righty Clint Factor was the win-
ner in relief of lefties Dave Lavender
and Kevin Stock as WHS beat Elizabeth
13-12 in eight innings.

’96: Ciemniecki pitched all four UCT
wins in ’96, over Roselle Catholic (10-
3), Summit (8-0), Union (4-2) and Gov.
Livingston (7-0) in the final.

’06: Ellis shut out Roselle Catholic 9-
0 in the final.

BASEBALL UPDATE
This Saturday, 2 p.m. at Elizabeth’s

Williams Field, WHS and SP-F will
meet in the championship game of the
Union County Tournament. While ev-
ery game between the schools is a big
one, this is one of the two biggest in the
history of the rivalry; the other was the
1977 North 2 Group 4 final.

Amazingly, WHS and SP-F have only
met seven previous times in the previ-
ous 55 years of the county tournament;
WHS winning in 1955, ’68, ’77, ’83 and
’87, and SP-F coming out on top in 1976
and 2000. But none of those games were
in the final.

The only meeting in the state baseball
tournament was 32 years ago, with SP-
F and Ed Reilly pulling out a 2-1 vic-
tory. WHS and pitcher K.C. Knobloch
had beaten Reilly twice – once in the
regular season, once in the county tour-
nament (SP-F won the other regular-
season game behind unbeaten Ed
Ganczewski).

WHS took a 1-0 lead in the third
inning when Joe Della Badia reached on
a fielder’s choice, stole second, went to
third on a groundout and scored on
Owen Brand’s two-out, two-strike
single. But the Raiders got two in the
fourth. Reilly led off with a triple and
scored on Frank Carlino’s single. Henry
Janssen then singled off Knobloch’s leg,
with Carlino reaching third. WHS coach
Pete Lima replaced Knobloch with third
baseman Frank Mirkow. But that move
backfired when Mirkow attempted to
pick Janssen off first and threw wildly,
allowing Carlino to score. Knobloch
returned in the fifth and pitched two
shutout innings, but Reilly shut the door
on the Devils.

To make things worse (if that’s pos-
sible), WHS ended the ’77 season with
a 6-1 loss to New Providence in the
UCT final.

THIS AND THAT
Weather permitting, the WHS tennis

team should be playing in the sectional
semifinals today, and most likely will be
playing on Monday in the sectional fi-
nals against either Ridge or Bridgewater-
Raritan. The state group tournament
will be a week from today at Mercer
County Park, West Windsor, where WHS
should be playing against the likes of
either Lenape or Cherry Hill East in the
semifinal and either Ridgewood or West
Windsor-Plainsboro South in the final. I
know you can’t look past anybody, but
it’s very difficult to imagine WHS los-
ing if the guys show up to play. Having
won the last two titles should only make
them hungrier to win a 13th state Group
4 crown.

The WHS golf team will get another
shot at the rain-delayed Union County
championship when it is held May 26 at
Shackamaxon. Coach John Turnbull’s
lads are the defending county champi-
ons and will be seeking their 29th title,
sixth this decade.

The softball team came up shock-
ingly short Saturday night against Lin-
den in the UCT quarterfinals, losing 3-
1. It’s now 11 seasons since the ’98 team
won the last county softball title. Hope-
fully the girls will get it together for the
state tournament. The talent is definitely
there to achieve great things.

MEMORY LANE
Almost 23 years ago – Friday, May 16,

1986 to be exact – a fundraiser for PANDA
(Prevention of Alcohol, Narcotic and
Drug Abuse) was held at the Westfield
Armory, featuring a local band, the Fun-
damentals, and an appearance by the
legendary Otis Day and the Knights, of
“Animal House” fame.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Tom O’Brien (WHS, ’06) recently

finished up his junior year on the Min-
nesota gymnastics team. He qualified
for the NCAA championships in the
pommel horse and still rings. He is
currently ranked 17th in the country in
the former event. Tom has been elected
the20Gophers’ team captain for ’10.

Lauren Gelmetti (WHS, ’05) was 19-
0 with a 1.39 ERA for the 42-1 Tufts
softball team. She had a 46-7 career
record, third most wins in school his-
tory. The Jumbos will be playing in the
NCAA Tournament this weekend at
Montclair State.

Mike Murray (WHS, ’06) was hit-
ting .301 in 46 starts through Sunday
for the 21-27 Wake Forest baseball
team. He had 10 doubles, six homers
and 36 RBI, one behind the team lead-
ers. The junior catcher also had a .993
fielding percentage, with 32 assists and
just two errors.

Jay Anderson (WHS, ’06) hit .357 in
38 starts for the 24-14-1 Franklin and
Marshall baseball team. The junior des-
ignated hitter had a team-high 39 RBI.

Mike Cappiello (WHS, ’08) hit a
team-best .378 for the 17-25 Plymouth
State baseball team. The freshman first
baseman had 11 doubles, three triples,
four homers and 34 RBI.

JUST WONDERING …
Haven’t heard anything from the Rev.

Al Sharpton, so I guess he was down, I
mean, cool, with “comedian/actor”
Jamie Foxx’s recent rant on satellite
radio against Miley Cyrus. Hahahahaha.
Quite unlike the Rev’s reaction to Don
Imus’ comments two years ago about
the Rutger s women’s basketball team?
Hahahaha. Was Foxx’s apology enough?
Hahahaha. An apology wasn’t enough
to save Imus’ job, was it? Hahahaha. But
Foxx’s entourage at the station sure had
a one heckuva chuckle out of his slam of
the 16-year-old Cyrus, didn’t they?
Hahahaha. Imagine the uproar if Mike
Richards/Kramer said that about
Beyonce. Hahahaha.

BIRTHDAY UPDATE
It seems that Marilyn Chambers, Rich

(Dunker) Danks and Bettie Page aren’t
the only famous April 22 birthdays.
Half of the 1973 and ’74 backfield at
WHS – Glen Kehler and Jim Reid –
also share that birthday, along with
actor Buddy Ebsen and entertainer
Eddie Albert.

TWO FOR ONE
This week’s Leader includes a sec-

ond Devil’s Den, about the Leader and
Union County Standard archives back
to 1891 that are now available online.
Check it out on pages 40 and 41 of the
“This is Westfield” section.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub from

Al the Owner at Westfield Subs (261
South Avenue East, now open seven
days a week) is Dan Kerr. The sopho-
more first baseman had a two-run triple
and a solo home run in WHS’s 8-7 win
over Cranford in the UCT semifinals.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the school
year. Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Dan Kerr
Baseball

Westfield . . . Immediately available Washington School 4
BR 3 1/2 Bath colonial filled with space and light. Wonderful
newer kitchen and baths. Spacious family room, close to
town and NYC trans. Must see, offered at $865,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Direct: 908-233-5555 x239
Cell: 908-209-3370

houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 5/17 • 1-4pm

526 St. Marks Avenue

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Built in the early 1800s, this vintage Westfield Colonial em-
braces you with the best of old & new, blending antique 
charm with modern amenities. Highlights include a guest-
house, historically designated well house, spacious family 
room, updated kitchen, 1st floor laundry, 1.47 acres of prop-
erty  & a prestigious location. Price Upon Request 

                        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

                            908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                                    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

A sweeping front lawn, natural wood trim, box beam ceil-
ings & archways fill this distinguished Westfield home with 
an innate beauty. There is a new state-of-the-art kitchen 
with butler’s pantry & two new baths. The 1.43 acres of 
well-manicured property boasts an in-ground pool & mag-
nificent landscaping. Presented for $1,395,000. 

Spaciousness abounds in this sprawling Scotch Plains Ex-
panded Ranch boasting an updated kitchen that opens to the 
sunlit family room & spectacular backyard. The 1st floor 
master with updated bath, nice sized bedrooms, gracious 
formal rooms  and a fabulous rec room craft the ideal home 
for you and your family. Presented for $899,000.   

This classic Mountainside Colonial radiates with pure 
charm & comfort. The updated eat-in kitchen mingles with 
traditionally adorned formal rooms & lovely family spaces. 
The master bedroom with large walk-in closet & updated 
bath, sunroom, 1st floor office, low taxes & a picturesque 
property with patio welcome you. Presented for $995,000. 

Combining timeless details with modern conveniences, this 
Westfield Colonial charms you with a lovely front porch, an 
updated kitchen that opens to the family room, a fire lit liv-
ing room, master bedroom with updated bath  & a walk-up 
third floor. A rec room, delightful yard and private location 
enhance this alluring home. Presented for $699,000. 

Nestled near the top of the Mountainside hills surrounded by 
lush landscaping, this spacious home offers an updated 
kitchen that flows to the family room & sunroom, fabulous 
master suite with full bath, sitting area & “room-sized” 
closet and two & a half more baths. Other features include  
a rec room & a superb winter view. Presented for $795,000. 

Blue Devils Survive Scare, Nip
Cranford, 8-7, in UCT Semis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

He’s going to even be better when he
gets bigger and stronger. He has so
much fun out there, smiles from ear
to ear,” Head Coach Bob Brewster
said.

“I was seeing the ball well today. I
got my bat around and got some good
‘wood’ on it. I’m getting bigger and
feeling more confident as the season
is going on. It was a good team win
today,” Kerr said. “Our whole team is
hitting the ball. Everybody is seeing
it and getting a lot of hits.”

“He (Cougar pitcher Jim Knight)
threw a big looping curve ball. He
was getting everybody out with it
today. I tried to go opposite way and
I hit my best when I go opposite way.
It happened to carry out,” Granstrand
explained.

Jenkins got the first batter to ground
out in the seventh. He hit Wolena,
who advanced to second on a passed
ball, but Jenkins fanned the next bat-
ter for the second out. Finelli’s tough
grounder to third resulted in an over-
throw and Wolena scoring. Gaeta
singled and Finelli later scored on
another passed ball. Cook walked then
Greg Matlosz slapped a two-run
double to right to make the score 8-7.
Another throwing error put the go-
ahead run on first but Jenkins fanned

the final batter.
“All eight runs we needed! It was an

interesting game to say the least!
Cranford! They don’t give up. They
have won a lot of games in the last
three innings and they are extremely
well coached. They put their bat on the
ball and made things happen. They ran
the bases and we know that’s a short-
coming we have to be aware of. We’ve
got to stop people from running on us.
To beat Cranford is a feather in our
caps,” coach Brewster said.

“He made the pitches when he had
to. They scored eight runs and he is a
tough man to be able to score eight
runs on. They hit the ball over the
fence and they scored one more run
than us,” said coach McCaffrey.
Cranford 200 010 4 7
Westfield 012 104 x 8

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

WC Track & Field
SPF/Elizabeth Baseball

SPF/Union Catholic Baseball
Westfield/Cranford Baseball

Westfield/Linden Softball
Westfield/Millburn Girls Lax

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT THIRD BASE…Cougar Adam Finelli slides into third just
before Blue Devil Matt Isabella can make the tag.

Blue Devil Nine Boots
Farmers, 6-0, in UCT
Blue Devil junior Aiden Scanlon

boosted his record to 3-0 with a four-
hit shutout over 10th-seeded Union
to give the second-seeded Westfield
High School baseball team a 6-0 vic-
tory in the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield on
May 8.

Scanlon walked none and struck
out three. Mike Lessner went 2-for-3,
including a home run, with two RBI
and two runs scored. Dave Babetski
had an RBI single and a double and
Matt Isabella had a two-run single.
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This pristine and updated home offers ideal location on a quiet Scotch Plains Lane 
in a peaceful park-like setting. This fine home boasts a new Eat-in Kitchen with 
center island, screened porch, central air and an in-ground pool w/pool house 
overlooking professional landscape of the private rear yard.    

                        Offered for $634,900 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

CLOSE TO TRAIN IN CRANFORD

VICTORIAN CHARM WITH FAMILY ROOM

SPACIOUS SCOTCH PLAINS SPLIT LEVEL

INDIAN FOREST GEM

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

One of the original Indian Forest Gems has been held off the market for one third 
of a century & now awaits a most discerning buyer!  This extensively renovated 11 
room Georgian Colonial may not again be available in your lifetime.  Quality 
craftsmanship & exquisite appointments abound in this exceptional Westfield 
residence beautifully combining classic charm with modern convenience & luxury. 

                Offered for $2.75 million 

SPRAWLING RANCH HOME
This unique Westfield opportunity offers more than 2.5 acres of private property on 
this oversized wooded lot less than two miles from downtown shopping and top 
rated schools! Meticulously maintained by original owners, this custom built Ranch 
exudes quality and custom detail throughout.                      

                              Offered for  $1,399,000

Must see this pristine second floor Condo offering ideal location one block to 
downtown Cranford shopping and New York City transportation.  This unit boasts 
hardwood floors, an eat-in Kitchen, new windows, an updated bathroom and more!   
Don’t miss this great starter opportunity at an affordable price!               

          Offered for $199,900

RENOVATED “GARDENS” COLONIAL
Extensively renovated 11 room Center Hall Colonial in the prestigious “Gardens” 
section of Westfield.  This fine home boasts 5 Bedrooms and 3.5 new Baths, a formal 
Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, first floor Office and Family Room, new 
gourmet eat-in Kitchen, Master Bedroom Suite with luxurious Bath & WIC, 2nd floor 
laundry, new patio, hardwood floors, central air & more!      

                  Offered for $1.65 million 

Extensively renovated Victorian w/front & rear porches boasts stunning 
architectural design & quality craftsmanship, combined with modern amenities & 
completed by a deep, fenced yard. In pristine condition, the bright & sunny rooms 
include a grand Foyer, gourmet EIK, adjacent Family Room & Master Bedroom Suite.              
                   Offered for $879,000

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

McCARTHY NETS 5 GOALS, 3 ASSTS; BRENNAN 3G, 1A

Millburn Lacrosse Girls Sting
Blue Devils, 16-15, in Thriller

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eight lead changes kept adrenalin
levels in high gear, but the final lead
change ended in the 6-6 Millburn
High School girls lacrosse team’s fa-
vor when Caroline Penny scored with
less than a minute remaining to give
the visitors a 16-15 victory over the
5-5 Blue Devils at Gary Kehler Sta-

dium in Westfield on May 6.
Five of those goals were scored in

a frenzy of action for ball control
within the final three minutes, but it
was the Millers, who capitalized and
netted four of them to overcome a 14-
12 deficit. After scoring ace Mickey
Schiller, who finished with six goals,
flicked in a sidearm goal to give the
Millers a 15-14 lead with 58 seconds

left, Blue Devil Liz McCarthy (5
goals, 3 assists) tied the score with a
minute on the clock, but Penny stuffed
in the game winner 12 seconds later.

The Blue Devils held a slight 27-26
edge in shots on goal and Miller goalie
Cathy Magee was credited with seven
saves, but it was freshman goalie Sa-
rah Chandler (13 saves), who made

ESLER TAPS TWO SOFT SINGLES, SCORES LONE RUN

Linden Tops Blue Devils, 3-1,
In UCT Softball Quarterfinal

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defensive tightness proved to make
the difference and the pendulum con-
tinued to swing in Linden’s favor as
the fifth-seeded Tigers earned a 3-1
victory over the fourth-seeded
Westfield High School softball team
in the quarterfinal round of the Union

County Tournament (UCT) at Me-
morial Field in Linden on May 9.

Linden senior Rebecca Rotola, who
was superb throughout six innings,
surrendered three hits, sat down five
Blue Devils, walked one and allowed
one unearned run in the sixth inning.
Angela Ricinti surrendered two hits
and struck out one batter in the sev-
enth. Blue Devil senior pitcher Alyson
Moskowitz, equally as effective in
six innings, scattered six hits, struck
out eight batters and walked two.

“Linden outplayed us today and
there is no doubt about that. We did
not deserve to win the way we played.
We made two big errors in a big spot
and then gave up one big hit in a big
spot. You know what? You can’t do
that! They played great defense, they
had their bats going every inning and
that’s what we didn’t [do]. Every rally

we had was on two outs, so we did not
have our best day. Allie was not the
reason we lost by any means. She
pitched well and we were not behind
her. That one hit could have been in a
better spot, but you cannot pick and
choose,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald.

Rotola recorded four of her strikeouts

in the first two innings, while Moskowitz
yielded a soft liner to Erica Czajkowski.
Moskowitz recorded two strikeouts in
the third, then the 10-3 Blue Devils had
a crucial scoring opportunity in the
bottom of the inning when Sara Connery
hit a two-out bloop single, Cyndil Mat-
thew worked a walk and Katie Esler
slapped a single to right field to load the
pods. Third baseman Jackie Lima, how-
ever, doused the threat with a timely
snag.

The 12-7 Tigers scored what turned
out to be the winning runs in the top
of the fourth inning. Erin Walsh and
Jamie Paulino led off with respective
back-to-back singles. Courtney
Melchionna worked a 3-2 count in
her favor to earn a free pass,
Czajkowski tapped an RBI single and
Hillary Wojtowicz connected with a
one-out, two-run double. The inning

ended on a well-executed relay from
Moskowitz to Christine Feldbauer to
Connery (1-3-4) double play.

Moskowitz did not buckle and re-
corded two strikeouts in the fifth. In the
bottom of the sixth inning, Rotola found
herself glaring at Esler and Katie
Abruzzo who settled on first and sec-
ond after drilling back-to-back singles.

The Blue Devils, however,
came up empty on a Jamie
Paulino (short) to Alexis
Frees (second) double play.
Kim Townsend then deliv-
ered a single to center field
and Esler trampled safely
home on an overthrow to
third base.

Moskowitz fanned all
three Tigers in the seventh
inning. The Blue Devils
second threat came in the
bottom of the inning when
Connery punched a two-
out single and Matthew
drilled a single up the
middle. Ricinti promptly
fanned the next batter to
douse the threat.

“Katie Kiefer, our
catcher, made some really
great plays. Cyndil at third,
Connory at second and Kim
Townsend at short did a
great job in the field. Unfor-
tunately, we could not get
the hits,” said Moskowitz.

Linden 000 300 0 3
Westfield 000 001 0 1

Raider Baseball Boys Rock
Minutemen in UCT Semi, 8-5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

He got the next guy out right away,
got us back into the dugout with the
lead and did not give them any more
momentum that they already had.
With all these guys returning from
last year’s team, knowing how we
lost to them, our guys really wanted
this win. It was a total team effort. We
did not have Gary (Binkiewicz) or
Kevin (Moroney) to pitch, so we
needed everyone to step up and put
some runs up. We got some huge two-
out hits and we allowed our bats to
win it for us,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock.

The top-seeded, 13-2 Raiders lit
the scoreboard with two runs in the
bottom of the first when leadoff bat-
ter Joe D’Annunzio worked a walk
and scored on Nick Bonadies two-
run homer over the leftfield fence.
The 12-3 Minutemen, seeded fourth,
cut the deficit to one on Jeff Calderon’s
triple and a sacrifice fly RBI by Luis
Lorenzo.

The Raiders answered with three
runs in the bottom of the third to take a
5-1 lead. D’Annunzio and Bonadies
walked, designated hitter John Max-
well hammered an RBI double past
first and Rivera triggered an RBI double.
Mike Ridge then added an RBI single.
Elizabeth countered with a run in the
fourth on an RBI single by Kenny
Russell. The Raiders reaped a run in the
bottom of the inning when Ricky
Shevlin reached on a beautifully ex-
ecuted bunt, advanced on Lou Mazzella
sacrifice bunt and scored on an infield
bobble to make the score 6-2.

In the fifth, the Minutemen scored
three runs off Calderon’s two-run
homer and Alvin Valerio’s solo home
run to cut the deficit to 6-5. The

Raiders exploded with two clutch runs
in the bottom of the sixth when Gary
Binkiewicz reached on a fielding
miscue, Mazzella torched an RBI
single to left-center and scored when
D’Annunzio lasered a triple to deep
center field.

“I was looking to put something in
play, keep the play going, give my
next batter a chance to give us a larger
lead and extend the game. When they
give it to us, we have to do what we
have to do,” said D’Annunzio.

“They told me just before we got
on the bus that I was going to start. I
have not had a start since I was in the
eighth grade. I knew that I had to
throw junk pitches because I don’t
have the greatest fast ball, so basi-
cally I worked with the change-up
where I got my strike outs and a curve
ball. I was kind of nervous in the
beginning and then I told myself that
I could do this and came up with the
‘W.’ That bad fourth inning was a
result of my change-up and curve not
breaking but all I can say is that it
feels really, really good,” said Rivera.

“I really wanted to preserve Marcus’
good performance because he pitched
a heck of a game. I knew it was a
pressure situation, I got my adrenalin
going and came out throwing nothing
but off-speed. They got all the home
runs on fastballs, so in order to cut the
rally, I was going to have to go off-
speed,” Kosenick said after the game.

The Raiders who last won the title
in 2004, which was Baylock’s first
season at the helm, look to conquer a
quality Westfield Blue Devil team in
Elizabeth on May 16.
Elizabeth 010 130 0 5
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 203 102 x 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PITCHING A GOOD GAME…Blue Devil senior Alyson Moskowitz scattered six hits, struck
out eight batters and walked two in the softball quarterfinal game against Linden on May 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING AFTER THE BALL…Blue Devil Kate Brennan, No. 16, chases after the ball. Brennan netted three goals and
one assist against Millburn on May 6.

Niki Fry
• Top Lister Month of April
• Local Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Niki in, and she’ll bring results!
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MARONEY POWERS 6 RBI; BINKIEWICZ GETS 6TH WIN

Raider Nine Erupt to Topple
U. C. Vikings, 11-8, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kevin Maroney and Joe
D’Annunzio provided the necessary
clout and Gary Binkiewicz reigned
supreme on the mound to lead the
top-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School baseball team to an 11-
8 victory over ninth-seeded Union
Catholic in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament at
Summit on May 7.

Maroney, the Raiders’ starting
pitcher, had a shaky start, allowed six
runs, four of them earned in the sec-

ond inning but he became a hero after
delivering a two-run home run, an
RBI single, a two-run triple and a sac
fly, finishing with two runs and six
RBI. D’Annunzio (2-for-3) crushed a
three-run homer in the second.
Binkiewicz (6-0) allowed five hits,
sat down eight batters and walked
one in five innings of relief.

Viking starting pitcher Anthony
Caravano, in three-and-one-third in-
nings, allowed nine runs on nine hits
and helped his cause with an RBI
double. Reliever Connor Dick gave
up two runs, struck out four and

walked two. Dave Schanz (2-for-4)
punched an RBI single, Vinnie
LaRocca tripled in two runs, Matt
Canales lofted an RBI sacrifice fly
and John Orfini added an RBI triple
in the seventh.

“You have to tip your hats to Union
Catholic. They hit the baseball and put
the ball in play. Again, we made some
mistakes defensively (4 errors) on rou-
tine ground ball plays. Kevin did not
pitch as badly as the score indicated. If
we made the plays, he’s out of that
second inning. Gary! He’s our man.
He shut the door when they had a lot of
momentum. He kept us there and al-
lowed us to swing the bats,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock.

The Raiders took a 2-0 lead in the
first inning when Nick Bonadies
singled and Maroney launched his
two-run blast over the left-centerfield
fence. The Vikings answered with six
runs, including an RBI double by
Caravano, an RBI single by Schanz
and a two-run triple by LaRocca. Two
runs crossed the plate on a misguided
throw to first base.

The Raiders stormed right back
with four runs in the second courtesy
of D’Annunzio’s three-run rocket over
the centerfield fence and Maroney’s
RBI single to knot the game at 6-6.

“I did not have my stuff today and
after the first few hitters I kind of got
rattled. Offensively, I was clicking.
Having Bonadies and D’Annunzio in
front of you, they’re always on base
so it seems pretty easy to knock them
in, especially with Binkiewicz and
Maxwell behind me.”

In the fourth, the Vikes added a run
on Canales’ RBI ground out that
scored Rey Lopez. The Raiders im-
mediately answered with three runs.
D’Annunzio and Bonadies each
singled and scored on Maroney’s
triple. Binkiewicz added an RBI sac
fly to right.

The Raiders added an insurance
run in the fifth when catcher Louis
Mazzella tripled and scored on
Maroney’s sacrifice fly ball.
Mazzella’s RBI double in the sixth
then put the Raiders on top, 11-7.

“Kevin and Gary were hitting their
spots, had good movement on their
change-up and off-speed curve ball.
As to my offensive showing, I try to
put the ball in pay. I’m not the best
hitter around but I try to do well for
the team,” said Mazzella.

The Vikings scored a run in the
seventh on a leadoff double by Joe
Lentini and an outfield error of a
single by Orfini.

“When I came in, I was thinking-
mix it up, keep them off-balance and
locate well. The same philosophy
every game! I have a lot of faith in the
guys behind me. I know we are going
to hit the ball, so as long as I keep us
in the game, I figured we had a good
chance,” said Binkiewicz.
Union Catholic 060 100 1 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 240 311 x 11

Courtesy of Bill Howard (BillHoward@comcast.net) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE QUARTERS...Blue Devil lacrosse attackman, Jack Allen, finds himself
closely marked by a Mendham defender on May 9. The sophomore did get free to
score a goal and add an assist in visiting Westfield’s 10-3 loss. Down 5-0 at the half,
Westfield (3-12) clawed back to 6-3 before Mendhman finished with four unan-
swered goals. On May 8, the Blue Devils dropped a 9-4 decision to No. 3 ranked
Ridgewood at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Connor Hewett netted three
goals for Westfield.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

857 Highland Avenue, Westfield $1,199,900
Elegant home nestled on manicured grounds on the bend of Highland Avenue.  Beautifully appointed with a Foyer leading to a Living
Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen w/breakfast bar; Family Room and Sun Room.  Wonderful Master Suite full bath,
Recreation Room and 2 car attached Garage. DIR: Hillside Avenue to Highland Avenue.

10 Kirkview Circle, Westfield $999,999
Gracious 4 Bdrm 3 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial on quiet cul-de-sac.  Quality steel beam construction and beautifully appointed thru-out
including a Foyer flanked by a grand Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen w/center island and granite counters;
expanded Family Room w/brick wall and fplc open to blue stone patio and private yard; 1st floor Laundry/Mud Room and finished
basement w/Recreation Rm & Office w/full bath.  Many amenities include most new wdw’s; newer roof; 3 zone baseboard heat; 2 zone
CAC; sprinkler system; alarm and more. DIR: Lambert’s Mill Road to Kirkview Circle.

300 Roanoke Road, Westfield $850,000
Elegant flat Ranch on just under ½ acre of beautifully landscaped property featuring a Foyer leading to Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining
Room; EIK; Family Room and Sun Room.  Large Basement and 2 car attached Garage.  Ideal for one floor living or to add a level!  Prime
location and many updates. DIR: On the corner of Lawrence Avenue & Roanoke Road.

Open House: Sunday, May 17th •1-4PM

Open House: Sunday, May 17th •1-4PM

Open House: Sunday, May 17th •1-4PM

1163 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield $1,649,000
Stunning, custom designed 14 rm., 6 BR, 4 ½ bath 10 year young CH Colonial w/gracious entrance Foyer w/ magnificent staircase; LR/
LIBRARY w/built-in’s & fplc; large FDR; gourmet EIK w/professional grade appliances, sitting area and fplc.; grand FR w/soaring cathedral
ceilings and fplc; 1st floor MBR suite w/access to conservatory; plus a 1st floor guest wing & Laundry. Nestled on a private lane and .77 of
an acre, this home is truly a one of a kind! DIR: Lawrence Avenue to private cluster of 4 homes on Lawrence just before Minisink Way.

Open House: Sunday, May 17th •1-4PM

Open House: Sunday, May 17th •1-4PM

611 Dorian Road, Westfield $549,000
This sunny 9 rm., 3 BR, 2 bath Colonial boasts a light & airy floor plan and features a LR w/fplc; a FDR; an EIK with Pantry; a Sun Room;
a 1st floor Office plus, a Rec. Room in bsm’t; many improvements throughout, including most new windows. Nestled on over a 1/3 of an
acre of property w/fenced backyard, patio & 2 car det. garage this home is situated close to town, park, schools and NYC transportation.
Dir: Rahway or Lambert’s Mill to Dorian.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GEREETING HIS TEAMMATES…Joey D’Annunzio greets his teammates
after slamming a three-run home run.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Nancy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Nancy Kronheimer

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE SUN 5/17 1-5 PM
1738 Central Avenue

WESTFIELD...Fantastic Opportunity! If you are looking for a spacious, well maintained home in
Westfield, at an affordable price, this is it! This 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Bi-Level beauty has sparkling
hardwood floors, a large Family Room with Berber carpeting, newer roof and fenced-in backyard. The
top floor offers a Living Room, Dining Room, Kitchen 3 Bedrooms including a Master Bedroom with
a full Bath, plus main Bath in the hall. The lower level boasts a large Family Room with sliders to back
yard, bedroom, 1/2 Bath, summer Kitchen, office and laundry/utility room. There is a 1 car garage (can
be converted back to a car garage if the office is removed) and plenty of storage. Tranquil backyard has
a patio and perfect area where a vegetable garden can be planted. Attic and garage storage, CAC.
Convenient location, with access to major roads and transportation. $449,900. DIRECTIONS:
Central Ave near Dakota Street. MLS # 2680619
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WESTFIELD OFFICE  600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090  (908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

WESTFIELD $369,900
Welcome home to this well main-
tained 3 Bedroom, 2 full bath half
duplex home with detached 2-car
garage, spacious Living Room, For-
mal Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen
with breakfast bar, partially finished
basement, yard, patio and more.

WESTFIELD $559,000
Lovely, renovated Townhouse in
premier downtown location offers
6 rooms and includes 2 Bedrooms,
2.1 baths, close to NYC transpor-
tation and park, gleaming, new and
refinished hardwood floors
throughout.

CRANFORD $479,900
NEW PRICE!  Wonderful Colonial in
terrific condition includes a fabulous
‘Plain & Fancy’ custom Kitchen, up-
dated powder room, Formal Dining
Room and Living Room, oak floors,
chestnut moldings, brick, wood-burn-
ing fireplace and screened porch with
vaulted ceilings on the 1st floor.  3 Bed-
rooms & updated full bath on 2nd floor.

SCOTCH PLAINS $550,000
Expanded Ranch with open floor
plan includes 8 rooms and features
5 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, large
Kitchen with center island plus
separate eating room, sliders to
deck, Living Room and Family
Room with fireplace, oak floors,
Recreation Room in basement.

WESTFIELD $879,000
Spacious Colonial with 10 rooms
features lots of updates.  Park-like
property plus cul-de-sac location.
Also included is a 2005 Master Bed-
room extension with full bath,
walk-in closet and fireplace, newer
furnace, 2-zone central air condi-
tioning and 1st floor office.

WESTFIELD $749,000
Wonderful Colonial with extensive and
all-encompassing renovations in 2008
by Peluso Construction, beautiful mold-
ings, hardwood floors, Family Room
addition, cherry and granite Kitchen.
Baths are new as is the garage, roof,
HardiPlank siding, windows, doors,
CAC and more.

WESTFIELD $775,000
Charming vintage 10 room Colonial
with classic moldings and 9-foot ceil-
ings.  Move-in condition with many
recent updates including heat and
CAC, windows, bath and Kitchen, 200
amp electric and refinished floors.  Bed-
room/office on 2nd floor could be Mas-
ter bath.  Deep fenced backyard.

WESTFIELD $975,000
Fabulous home on over 1/3 acre
offers private au-pair suite, in-
ground pool and wonderful up-
grades throughout.  NJ Transit
commuter train, schools, down-
town shops and restaurants all
nearby.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 Ext. 169
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.hye-youngchoi.net • hye-young@att.net
Direct Line: 908-301-2015

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR,

Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence
Platinum Level 2002-2008

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield...Newly Listed. Elegant CH Col, park-like setting on
.57 acre on cul-de-sac. 4 plus BR, updated 3 ½ BTH. Newer EI Kit,
adjacent FR w/exceptional FRPLC & Slider to blue stn
patio.Gracious EF, LR, FDR, newly finished RR w/au pair
suite,office, deluxe wine cellar. 2 Zn HT. CAC, $1,590,000.

Westfield...Newly Listed.  Pre-War Art Deco Col. Well cared for
5 BR, 3 1/2 BTH hm in the heart of Wychwood. Private lane. Unique
foyer w/vintage glass brick, LR w/frplc, FDR, adjacent sunny garden
room, newer KIT w/granite, wine cooler,  w/sep eating area. MBR
w/new custom BTH, 2nd flr sun deck. CAC, close to sch. $995,000.

Westfield…Newly Listed. Impeccable home w/great flow for
entertaining. 5 BR, 3 1/2 BTH.  EF w/marble flr, new powder rm, LR,
FDR, deluxe KIT w/beautiful breakfast rm. w/ sliders to 2 tier deck,
patio, private yard. FR w/frpc, 1st flr MBR w/ MBTH &  wk-in clst.
FRT& BK strcase, basement w/Rec. Rm, au-pair suite. $839,000.

Mountainside…Newly Listed. Spacious, charming Center Hall
Colonial in beaut. Location.  3 plus BR , 3 full Bath. EF, beautiful
Living Room w/frplc. Large bay windows, Formal Dining Room,
DEN/Office, FR w/ frplc, sunny EI KIT. Hwd flrs, moldings, MBR
w/skylt & MBTH, RR, private deck, 2 CG, CAC. $699,000.

Scotch Plains…Newly Listed.Charming Col Cape w/large 1st flr
addition w/ FR and MBR w/full BTH.  5 additional  BR & 2 BTH.
Open, airy flow through inviting LR w/frplc, FDR & FR. Newer
KIT w/brkfst bar. 1st flr laundry Rm. 3 season porch, 2 CG, .75
acre landscaped property near golf course. $599,800.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 17th • 1-4PM

7 Breeze Knoll Drive

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

David B. Corbin (May 2002 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETING ONE OF HER FOUR FIRSTS...Raider Jill Koscielecki crosses first
in the 400 meters. Koscielecki had quite a tournament, placing first in four events.

From the archives of the Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click archives

May 13, 2006: After two previous
losses to its rival, the third-seeded
Blue Devils defeated second-seeded,
11th-ranked Cranford, 6-3, in the
semifinals of the Union County Tour-
nament in Elizabeth. Designated hit-
ter Dave Kaplow (2-for-4) whacked
what proved to be the winning hit, a
two-run double in the fifth inning.
Senior catcher Mike Murray drilled
two doubles and a single, had an RBI
and scored twice.

May 13, 2005: The Raider got a lot
of mileage from their big guns, sopho-
more Kyle Rowbotham and senior
Sean Smith to win their third-straight
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision title at Gary Kehler Stadium.
Rowbotham had a personal-best 50.7
to win the 400 meters, soared 20-5 to
take top honors in the long jump and
totaled 41-10.75 to win the triple
jump. Smith won the 110-hurdles and
the 400-hurdles.

May 13, 2004: The Blue Devil golf
team won its third straight Union
County title at Echo Lake Country
Club. In the 41st year that the tourna-
ment was played at Echo Lake, the
Blue Devils finished with a total of
331, five strokes ahead of second
placed A. L. Johnson at 336. New
Providence Pioneer Tyler Kitson net-
ted a par four on the second hole of a
sudden-death playoff to edge Raider
sophomore Jack Davis for the title.
Kitson, Davis, Blue Devil Jimmy
Arbes and A. L. Johnson Crusader
Dan Yesinko all finished in regulation
with a 79 to force the playoff. Two-
time defending champion, Blue Devil
Ryan Shallcross, shot an 81 to finish
in a tie for sixth.

May 15, 2003: Senior Brian Butts
blasted a three-run home run to cap a

five-run sixth inning, putting the Blue
Devils down, 10-9, then senior Matt
Rothstein closed the book on the
fairytale comeback by ripping an RBI
single to bring home senior Tyler
Patla with the winning run for an 11-
10 victory over East Brunswick. Butts
finished with two hits, four RBI and a
stolen base. Patla finished with three
hits, including a double, three runs
scored and two stolen bases. Fresh-
man catcher Mike Murray hammered
a towering two-run homer in the third
inning, his third in the past four games.

May 11, 2002: Senior Jill
Koscielecki accumulated 40 team
points by winning every event she
entered to lead the Raider girls to their
third-straight Watchung Conference,
National Division title at Gary Kehler
Stadium. The Raiders edged second-
place Westfield, 144-128. In the long
jump, Koscielecki leaped 16’5.25” on
her last jump to edge Blue Devil Sara
Burke who had a leap of 15’11.75”.
She also crossed first in the 400 meters
with a time of 57.8, first in the 400
hurdles at 1:05.2 and first in the high
jump with a height of 4’6”. Blue Devil
freshman Emily MacNeil won the 800
meters with a time of 2:24.5.

May 14, 2001: Interestingly, the
Blue Devil baseball team defeated
the Raiders, 7-2, – the same score that
the Raiders had beaten them by on
opening day. Junior Jay Cook fanned
12 Raiders and allowed just two hits,
while walking one. Mike Sofka had
four hits, including a double.

May 14, 1999: The Raider boys
came together with all of their talents
and glided to their third-straight Union
County track and field title at Will-
iams Field in Elizabeth. Raiders Mike
Grabel, Blair Woodward and Dan
Loomis rose to the occasion and came
away with top honors in the pole vault
(13’), long jump (23’5”) and shot put
(55’4.5”), respectively.

Millburn Lacrosse Girls Sting
Blue Devils, 16-15, in Thriller

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

several crucial saves to keep the Blue
Devils in contention.

“Sarah made up for some of our
mistakes on defense. She stopped a lot
of shots and she kept us in the game.
She played really hard,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Brendan Hickey said.

The Blue Devils scored four of the
first five goals within 12 minutes of
the first half. Jill Schott, on Julia
Conroy’s assist, scored the game’s
first goal. After Schiller tied the score,
Kate Brennan (3 goals, assist), on
Anna Powell’s assist, pushed in a
goal. Powell and Katherine Frega
(Schott assist) gave the Blue Devils
a seemingly comfortable, 4-1 lead.

Then ball control problems came
on like gangbusters for the Blue Dev-
ils and the Millers took full advan-
tage and reeled off six straight unan-
swered points to seize a 7-4 lead
before Frega stopped the bleeding
with her second goal with 47 sec-
onds left. Eleven seconds later,
Schiller slam-dunked in her fourth
goal.

“She just ran down the middle then
scored. We didn’t have our normal
defense out there and we weren’t
stopping the ball the way we should,”
coach Hickey commented.

But McCarthyism set in! Conroy
spotted McCarthy sprinting toward

the goal. After receiving the ball, she
punched it in with her first goal to
make the score 8-6 at the half.

McCarthy assisted Brennan on her
second goal early in the second half.
Caroline Penny answered but McCarthy
scored unassisted and Brennan
slammed in an overhead shot to knot
the score 9-9. The Millers regained the
lead 11-9 but the McCarthy and Val
Hoffman (2 goals) combination took
effect and the Blue Devils grabbed a
13-12 lead with 7:02 remaining.

“And it takes a lot for Val to finish
on those too. That’s a lot of credit (to
them). We just needed them to score
more,” coach Hickey said.

Brennan charged the net, pulling
the Miller goalie out of position. She
then shuffled the ball to her left where
Frega was standing unguarded. A
simple flick put the Blue Devils ahead,
14-12 before the final frenzy of ac-
tion turned in Millburn’s favor.

“Throwing an catching is the whole
thing. You have to throw and catch
better than the other team and the
other team threw and caught better
than us today,” coach Hickey said.
“They beat us because they had better
stick skills.”
Millburn 8 8 16
Westfield 6 9 15

Parents Night Out - Fri & Sat, 6-9 pm
Age: 4 yrs old min

Gymnastics/Games/Meet New Friends

Pizza Included! $18 per Kid

908 514 0449
www.olympikagymnastics.com

SPF Ice Hockey Sets
Fundraiser May 16
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice

Hockey Association will have a
flea market fundraiser on May 16
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
667 Westfield Road.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice
Hockey is a pay-to-play sport and
all proceeds will go directly to the
Ice Hockey Association to help off-
set the cost of next years ice hockey
tuition. Some items of interest to
be sold will include a deluxe air
hockey table, sporting equipment,
games, small furniture, kitchen
items, housewares and more. In
addition, there will be a baked goods
table set up and home baked good-
ies will be available for purchase.

Laxer MacDonald Leads
Villanova U. to NCAA
Villanova University defeated

Towson University, 10-9, to win the
Colonial Athletic Association (CAA)
Championship and, in doing so,
earned an automatic bid to the NCAA
Men’s Division I Lacrosse tourna-
ment.

Chris MacDonald of Westfield had
an assist in the championship game.
In the semifinals MacDonald, the
team captain, had two goals and an
assist against top-seeded Hofstra
University. MacDonald played for the
Westfield Lacrosse Club and
Westfield High School. His sister Alli
is a freshman midfielder at St Joseph’s
University.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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SPF Lady Raiders Dominate
WC Track Championships

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“We did good on Friday. I was so
happy,” said Adams, whose triple
jump was a personal best. “I was
excited and pumped because we did
really well in high jump, then we
went over here (triple jump). My
coach (Rich McGriff) has been tell-
ing Sarah and I that we can do 36 feet,
so we will see if we can get there.”

“We push each other and we cheer
each other on,” Canfield added.

On May 11, Canfield had a leap of
17’5.25” in the long jump, which was
good enough for second place behind

Union’s Ugonna Ndu, who had a huge
leap of 17’11.25”

“It’s good to watch someone jump
that far. It makes me feel like you
want to get up there but you really just
want to do your best. I’m getting
closer,” Canfield said.

Blue Devil sophomore Ashley
Edwards put in a stellar performance
in the 400 meters by crossing first
with a PB time of 58.24 ahead of
Plainfield’s Alshanae Carey, who
crossed in 58.31.

“Usually I go out hard for the first
100. I stride the back stretch and main-
tain it all the way around the second
curve, then try to pick it up from

there,” Edwards explained. “My coach,
(Jen Buccino) watches everything I
do, so I do everything right. I will try
to get to 57 before the season ends.”

On May 11, Edwards, who placed
second in the 200 meters at 26.37,
teamed with Sophia DeVita, Amanda
Garfinkel and Irving to win the 4x400
with the time of 4:06.48. The Raiders
placed sixth at 4:19.04.

Raider Kim Wenson and Blue Devil
Ariel Burns placed 3-4 in the discus
with respective tosses of 100’4” and
84’9”. Wenson then won the javelin

with a PB toss of 106’9” and team-
mate Erin Brown placed third with a
PB toss of 85 feet followed by Blue
Devils Elizabeth Penzack at 83’11”
and Burns at 83’3”. Wenson with a
shove of 35’8” and Jessica Feldman
at 32’2.5” placed 3-4 in the shot put.

“They both are doing a tremendous
job. All the girls are doing a tremen-
dous job. Kim! Hats off to her be-
cause she is coming back from an
injury. She was out for a month. She’s
really stepping it up now,” said Raider
field coach Ken Hernandez.

Blue Devil Stevens-Haas won the pole
vault with a height of 8’6”. Blue Devil
Emily Harris and Raider Alanna Salituro
tied for third with a height of 6’0”.

GIRLS TEAM TOTALS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 131,

2. Union (U) 89, 3. Plainfield (P) 87, 4.
Westfield (W) 81, 5. Irvington (I) 57, 6.
Elizabeth (E) 34, 7. Shabazz (MX) 10, 8.
Kearny (K) 7

GIRLS EVENT WINNERS:
100: Kyra Kemp (U) 12.51
200: Ugonna Ndu (U) 25.21
400: Ashley Edwards (W) 58.24
800: Latitia Salley (E) 2:20.82
1,600: Brittney Veeck (S) 5:21.21
3,200: Erin Pierce (S) 12:08.99
100H: Ndu (U) 14.28
400H: Ndu (U) 1:00.88
High Jump: Sarah Canfield (S) 4’10”
Long Jump: Ndu (U) 17’11.25”
Triple Jump: Whitney Adams (S) 36’6.5”
Pole Vault: Claire Stevens-Haas (W) 8’6”
Shot Put: Cristina Vilsaint (U) 36’5”
Discus: Imani Cox (P) 116’10”
Javelin: Kim Wenson (S) 106’9”
4x400: W (Ashley Edwards, Sophia
DeVita, Amanda Garfinkel, Kelly Irving)
4:0648

Golf Warning! Be Aware!
Do you ‘Waggle’ Your Club?

WF International League
Youth Baseball Results:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Golf teaching pro Gary Ostrega

By GARY OSTREGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The first words ever written on the
subject of golf were: As ye waggle so
shall ye swing. These Scottish words
of wisdom helped all, who golfed the
feathery sphere through the dunes of
the Links. Initiating the backswing
and placing the club in the ideal posi-
tion at the top of the backswing is the
goal of this weeks tip.

After the perfect setup position is
achieved, we must start the swing. I
suggest a mini-swing motion to break
the tension of the static position at
address to preview the push-away
motion of the backswing. This waggle
of the club and a final look at the
target signal the start of swing.

A dragging or brush-away sensa-
tion can only be achieved by medium
to light grip pressure. The club head
should travel in a slight arching pat-
tern until the shaft of the club is
parallel to the line of play. This “toe
up” position of the clubface halfway
back should point skyward. From this
position, the shoulders and core
muscles pivot the club to the position

pictured above.
This all should be done with mini-

mal shifting of weight away from the
target. Keeping the head ultra steady
is a worthy goal. Notice how the club
shaft points to the target. Also note
how the right arm is in the classic
throwing position. We are now in
position for next week’s information
on the downswing.

Gary Ostrega PGA is the Director
of Instruction at Hyatt Hills Golf
Complex in Clark. For instructions,
please call (732) 669-9100.

A’s 13, Astros 0: Liam Hienbokel
and Ethan Prevoznak combined for
six strikeouts. Chris Prasek and Jesse
Liu each went 3-for-3, driving in seven
runs. Kevin Miller chipped in with
two hits. Astros Jack Cote and Michael
O’Connor turned in a strong defen-
sive performance.

Mets 6, Diamondbacks 2: Key
hits from Jonathan Lee’s (2 RBI) and
Jack Siegel fueled a five-run third
inning. Theo Brunson made an out-
standing play to thwart a Diamond-
back rally. Ryan Bass and Stephen
Husch each tossed scoreless innings
to preserve the victory. Cameron Chin
and Peter Walter scored runs for the
Diamondbacks and lefty hurler Drew
Russo struck out four in his three
innings of work.

Dodgers 3, Red Sox 0: The game
that featured great fielding and pitch-
ing. Cameron Bremer and Jacob Furst
combined for the shutout. Jack Oates
(2 runs) and Peter Hesssemer (2 RBI)
led the Dodgers. Cal Dwyer threw
three innings of one-run baseball and
Chris Petit led the way offensively
for the Sox.

Cardinals 7, Royals 5: Owen
Brancatella and Sam Brown led the
Royals with two hits each and com-

bined for five RBI.
Rays 10, Twins 8: Patrick Woods

got the win with his strong pitching,
while Jacob Kurstedt, Michael Prosuk
and Matt Macik drove in key runs to
allow the Rays to take the lead late in
the game. Andrew Gorczyca had a
double and a run scored. Toby
Burgdorf and Matt Busardo did the
pitching, while Ben Arndt stole three
bases, including home.

Yankees 7, Marlins 2: Ethan Smith
pitched three shutout innings for the
Yanks, followed by Jordan Hindes,
Ryan Bowman and Tommy Sabato,
who got the save. Justin Yoon led the
Marlins with a strong pitching per-
formance and also scored when
Mitchell Bryk crushed an RBI double
in the fourth inning.

STANDINGS AS OF MAY 10:
TEAM W L T
Marlins 3 3 1
Yankees 4 0 1
Dodgers 3 1 0
Rays 5 0 1
Royals 2 2 1
A’s 2 3 0
Twins 2 2 0
Mets 4 1 0
Red Sox 1 4 0
Astros 1 4 0
Cardinals 1 4 0
Diamondbacks 1 5 0

WF’s Gelmetti Goes
17-0 at Tufts Univ.

MEDFORD, MASS – Senior
pitcher Lauren Gelmetti of Westfield
has been having an amazing season
for the Tufts University softball team
this spring. She has a perfect 17-0
record so far, the only pitcher in the
nation, who is unbeaten with 14 or
more decisions. The Tufts team is
having an extraordinary season with
a 39-1 record. Lauren was named our
conference Pitcher of the Year.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO GET 18 FEET…Raider Sarah Canfield placed second in the long
jump with a leap of 17’5.5”.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING IN A TIGHT PACK…Blue Devils Alyssa Hatch, left, and Amy
Rosenberg, center, run in a tight pack with Raider Erin Pierce.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR OF THE WEEK…Tom Hearon, a senior on the varsity golf team and
who scored a 92 at the state sectional tournament, has been named the Cranford
Cougar Athlete of the Week.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Call For
More Information!

Invite Alan in,
and he’ll bring results!

Alan Rubin

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD...This spectacular residence, built by Gabriel Estate Homes features 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms,
5 full and 1 half bath in a quiet suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with comfortable family
features to suit all your entertaining & living needs. Some of the notable features include custom ceilings,
elegant main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great room, master bedroom & master bath, gourmet kitchen
with custom wood cabinetry & granite. SPECIAL BUILDER’S FINANCING AVAILABLE. $2,295,000.
MLS # 2677967

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Sales Associate

Gina Barber Suriano
Sales Associate

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $505,000
Charming 3BR, 1.1bth Col convenient to town,
schools & NYC transportation. Nicely appointed
w/hdwd flrs & natural moldings. MLS 2668843

WESTFIELD $845,000
Classic 1910 Col. 5 bdrm, 3.5 bth, newer kit.,
heating and AC. Oversized rms & close to town
amenities. MLS 2676249

WESTFIELD $598,900
Custom built 3BR, 1.1bth CHC, newr Kit & appls,
fin bsmt, CAC, hwd flrs, updts. MLS 2666172

WESTFIELD $1,049,000
4BR, 3.1bth CHC on 1/3 acre lot located in one of
Wsfd's most desirable neighborhoods-prestigious
Wychwood. MLS 2661995

WESTFIELD $899,000
Beautiful home set on private lot backed up to
Lenape Park w/outstanding features. 4 bdrm, 3
full bths. MLS 2671013

WESTFIELD $1,459,000
Custom Col., kit. granite, Viking appl., HWD flrs., pcr
wlks, craftmanship & att. to detail. MLS 2642798

WESTFIELD $1,275,000
Charming traditional Colonial, quiet street in
"The Gardens" neighborhood. Wonderful fea-
tures & updates. MLS 2673920

WESTFIELD $544,900
Stunning sunny Chelmsford unit beautifully dec-
orated including 2yr old Dudick EIK, 2BRs, 2 full
baths. MLS 2662580

WESTFIELD $480,000
Neat and spacious ranch, new CAC, furnace,
electric panel New w/w sunroom, newer gut-
ters. MLS 2632709

SCOTCH PLAINS $824,900
Dramatic 2 story entry foyer Center Hall Col., on
beautiful cul-de-sac. 4 bdrms, 2.1 bth, hrwd. flrs, FR
w/fplc. MLS 2649766

WESTFIELD $1,550,000
One of a kind Historic "Mulberry Cottage" fully
modernized w/att. to detail. Lrg 5 bdrm. home on
nearly 3 ac. rm, 3.5 bth. MLS 2675849

WESTFIELD $599,500
Sunny 3BR Col w/1st floor FR w/fpl w/access to
deck & large yard. Nicely appt w/LR, FDR, EIK &
Rec Room. MLS 2667983

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
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We insure all drivers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Martin Sweeney, Louvon Powell
and Marcus Green stepped up at the
right time to earn the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys track
team the Watchung Conference team
title at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on May 8 and 11. The Raiders totaled
101.5 to edge Plainfield with a 94
total and Westfield with 81 points.

The Raiders held the lead after the
first day with a total of 49, eight
points ahead of Plainfield, while the
Blue Devils were tied for fifth with
Kearny with 21 points.

After being the anchor on relays
most of the season, Sweeney finally
got the opportunity to prove his tough-
ness when he crossed first in the 1,600
meters with a personal-best 4:24.44.
For the first two laps, Sweeney tailed
a few steps behind Kearny’s Brian
Mendez and Blue Devil Ryan
Scrudato. The trio stepped up the
pace in the final two laps but Scrudato
put on a big kick at the end to finish
second with a personal-record (PR)
time of 4:25.69. Raiders Alex Parker
finished fourth at 4:34.7 and Brandon
Wheeler crossed sixth at 4:37.42.

“I didn’t want to lead starting off. I
wanted to sit back in the pack first for
about half the race. I wanted to go
about two laps to go and it just played
out that way. It worked in my favor.
Brian and I started moving up for the
third lap and we just kept it through.
We split like 2:14 for the first 800
then I closed in 2:10, so I’m pretty
happy,” Sweeney said.

“We went out with a slow pace,
about 66 (seconds). We wanted to
pick up the pace a little bit. So I took
it and so did Brian and Martin. Obvi-
ously you race to win but it’s a PR, so
it’s still good,” Scrudato said. “Three
hundred (meters) to go and I couldn’t
get him but, at least, I got Kearny.”

“He has a great kick. I’m not much
of a kicker myself. I can’t close races
like he can, so that’s why I have to go
in the middle of the race and just gut
it out,” Sweeney said of Scrudato.

The same trio took 1-2-3 in the
3,200 meters on May 11 with Sweeney
crossing first at 9:37.91, Scrudato
putting on a huge kick to cross second
at 9:40.92 and Mendez finishing third
at 9:48.7 followed by Raider Alex
Parker at 9:59.63 and Blue Devils
Mike Kelley at 10:01.08 and Andrew
Kirna at 10:02.47.

“I wanted to get out a little faster
because I knew that Ryan and Mendez
can close. By the time I hit the mile,
I decided that it was time to pick up
the pace. It worked out pretty well,”
Sweeney said.

“Before the race, my deal was to go
out with Martin and Brian, and try to
keep up with them as long as I could.
About the sixth lap, Martin started
pulling away. That last 200 I found a
little adrenalin,” Scrudato said.

Green grabbed top honors in the
javelin with a toss of 163’1” followed
by teammate Frank Mellana at 150’7”.
Raider Ryan Brown placed fourth
with a toss of 136’7”. On the final
day, Powell won the high jump with a
height of 5’10 followed by Blue Dev-

ils Jordan Johnson and Tim Esposito
at the same height. Powell also placed
second in the triple jump with a dis-
tance of 42’9.75”. Raider Mike Burke
took fourth at 39’11.75 and Blue Devil
Connor Shields took fifth at 38’2.5”.
Plainfield’s Isaiah Gill broke the 2001

SWEENEY WINS 1600M, 3200M; GREEN WINS JAVELIN, POWELL WINS HIGH JUMP, FISHMAN WINS POLE VAULT

SPF Raider Boys Edge Plainfield for Final WC Track Crown
record of 47.8 in the 400 meters set by
Raider Ray Williams by crossing in a
time of 47.64.

Blue Devil David Fishman, Raider
Alex Carow and Blue Devil Tim
Woods placed 1-2-3, respectively, in
the pole vault each with a height of 12

feet. Blue Devil Henry Zhang took
fourth at 11 feet followed by Raiders
John Domanski at 10’6” and Zack
Carow at 10 feet.

The shot put event had several boys
vying for the top spot. In the end,
Union’s George Osti edged Blue Devil

Tyler Mace with respective pushes of
45’9” and 45’5”. Raiders Matt
McQuoid and Dave Kreps were close
behind with respective shoves of
45’3.5 and 44’10.25”. McQuoid also
placed third in the discus with a toss
of 118’0”.

Blue Devil Ricardo Johnson placed
fourth in the long jump with a leap of
20’4.5”, Raider Lamar Parks finished
fifth in the 110-hurdles with a time of
15.69 and Blue Devil Jhakyse Will-
iams crossed sixth in the 100 meters
with a time of 11.2. Blue Devils Josh
Einbinder at 1:58.2, Kevin Ramos at
1:59.9 and Tyler Cusick at 2:00.33
placed 3-4-6 in the 800 and Brian
Henry placed fifth in the 400-hurdles
at 59.18. Westfield placed third in the
4x400 with a time of 3:26.7.

BOYS TEAM TOTALS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 101.5,

2. Plainfield (P) 94, 3. Westfield (W) 81,
4. Union (U) 76, 5. Irvington (I) 46, 6.
Kearny (K) 42, 7. Elizabeth (E) 19.5, 8.
Newark East Side (N) 14, 9. Linden (L)
12, 10. Shabazz (MX) 10

BOYS EVENT WINNERS:
100: Daniel Woods (Plainfield) 10.94
200: Isaiah Gill (P) 21.7
400: Gill (P) 47.64 meet record. Previ-
ous record 47.8 Ray Williams (S) 2001
800: Jon Jackson (U) 1:54.78
1,600: Sweeney (S) 4:24.44
3,200: Sweeney (S) 9:37.91
110H: Evan Baytops (I) 14.42
400H: Gill (P) 54.21
High Jump: Powell (S) 5’10”
Long Jump: Matt Simmons (N) 21’2.5”
Pole Vault: Fishman (W) 12’0”
Shot Put: George Osti (U) 45’9”
Discus: Osti (U) 129’7”
Javelin: Green (S) 163’1”
4x400: P (Dan Woods, Gill, Dominique
Blackmon, Tristan Simms) 3:23.44

UCRFC Rugby Teams Have
Another Successful Weekend

With many A-side players resting for
the upcoming trip to the USA Rugby
National Championships, the UCRFC
U19 boys B-side represented the club
in the Long Island Rugby Mothers Day
Tournament. The Bs had a good out
going 2-1 and finished third.

In their first match, the UCRFC
beat Xavier “B”, 7-5. Drew Bergin
scored the lone try and Joe Brady
made the conversion in the win. This
was a significant victory as Xavier
had beaten the B-side 52-5 earlier in
the season. In their second match, the
UCRFC side held on for a 12-7 vic-
tory over Morris “A”. Mitch Young
and Pat Taranto each had a try and Joe
Brady made one conversion. In the
semifinal, UCRFC fell to a good
Delbarton Academy A-side, 10-0.
Playing their third match on the day
with a squad on only 17 players, the
UCRFC side showed signs of fatigue

and Delbarton was able to capitalize
on this for a well-deserved win

The UCRFC U19 girls were also in
action at the Long Island Tournament
going 1-1 and finishing second in the
event. The UCRFC girls beat Montauk
U19 girls, 12-7, as Ashley Romans
and Julia Watkins scored trys and
Amelia Morabito made one conver-
sion. The girls dropped a tough match
to East Islip, 10-0. The tournament
marked the end of the season for the
girls, who had their best year ever.
The U19 girls finished second in the
METNY league and sixth in their
first trip to the Northeast playoffs.

In U15 action, the UCRFC U15
boys again ran over Parsippany U15s,
53-0. Geoff Scognamiglio scored
three trys, with Ryan Dobbs, Brian
Mooney and Jake Rabadeau each
scoring two trys. Ryne Morrison had
four conversions.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING TO MAKE A BREAK OUT FROM THE PACK…Raider Martin Sweeney, center, has a slight lead in a tight
pack with Kearny’s Brian Mendez, left, and Blue Devil Ryan Scrudato, right, in the 3,200 meter race. Sweeney crossed first,
Scrudato crossed second and Mendez finished third.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT HIS ALL…Blue Devil Ricardo Johnson’s leap of 20’4.5” was good
enough for fourth place in the long jump.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

MOUNTAINSIDE
WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/17  1-5PM OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/17  1-5PM

CENTER HALL COLONIAL
COLONIAL

THE NEW “OLD” HOUSE YOU`RE LOOKING FOR!

$2,755,000

$674,000 $1,750,000

$649,000
$1,895,000

$985,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

This distinctive classic Colonial style home boasts the very best of old world charm combined
with tasteful quality upgrades and amenities. Set on a spectacular 71x176 property on a
tranquil tree lined street yet just moments from picturesque downtown Westfield and NY
transportation. The sunlit spacious floor plan offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with a wood burning fireplace, Den, beautifully finished basement and
screened porch. Additional amenities include central air, newer roof, windows, furnace and
siding. Directions: S Chestnut to Benson to Harding #739. MLS # 2639360

Extraordinary Caldora constructed luxury colonial home, situated on a private lane in
Wychwood. This home has 11 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 4 marble baths, 3 fireplaces, butlers
pantry with sink and wine cooler, kitchen with two subzero appliances, two dishwashers and
a 48" range. A grand staircase leads to bridge overlooking great room. Triple trey ceiling w/
crown molding in dining room and coffered trey ceiling in Master bedroom. Master suite
includes California closets and a Jacuzzi tub. Directions: E Broad St to Wychwood Rd to
Gallowae to Scudder to Dorset Hill Rd #6. MLS # 2574043

This distinctive Center Hall Colonial home reflects the owners‘ special attention to detail with
outstanding quality throughout the home. This very special 3 Bedroom home features:
hardwood floors on the first level, custom cabinetry in the kitchen, Formal Dining Room with
a view of the beautiful landscaped property, gracious Living Room with a fireplace, cozy Den,
Master Bedroom with a magnificent custom bathroom, plenty of closet space throughout, an
expansive Family Room for spending quality time with family viewing a big screen TV or as
a playroom for the children. All close to picturesque Watchung Reservation & Trailside Center
and just minutes away from major highways, bus stop, trains to NYC, shops, malls and the
finest dining restaurants that this wonderful community has to offer. MLS # 2573520

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4,000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano is located in the heart of WestfieldR17;s desirable “Indian ForestR21;. Offering 5
Bedrooms, 4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding
amenities include: exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized
chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining
Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens
to the Great Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious
Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the
Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2543144

This classic 5 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial, built in 1920 and set just off historic Boulevard,
retains all the period architectural detailing of high ceilings, arched entry, characteristic
moldings, oversized wood burning fireplace and large rooms. Incredibly light & bright
throughout, the extensive updates include great room addition with cathedral ceiling, skylight,
additional fireplace, updated kitchen & 3 renovated baths (including the master bath), and
finished basement. The groomed .3 acre backyard hosts frequent picnics & croquet matches.
Located within .5 miles of the train station, all the conveniences of downtown Westfield are
just moments away. Recently painted, inside and out, this home is in absolute move-in
condition. MLS # 2678961

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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FANTASTIC SEASONS…The seventh grade Westfield Wildcats recently com-
pleted another successful travel basketball season, finishing at 37-3. Since
fourth grade, the team has compiled an amazing record of 149-13, playing top
teams from three states. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Eric Shor, Matt
Storcks, Matt Smoot and Sanjay Sujan, back row, Asstistant Coach Tom
Decker, Chris Wright, Michael Androconis, David Kane, Dylan Elliott, Patrick
Decker, Assistant Coach Bill Kane, Bryon Lessner, Head Coach Rick Elliott and
Evan Garfinkel. Not pictured: Jacob Boyle, Marc Luino, Jack Douglas, Zack
Birkenthal and Chris Callahan.

Westfield Crew Competes
In L. I. Championships

COMPETING ON LONG ISLAND…The Westfield boys varsity rowing team,
pictured, left to right, Quinn Boyes, Ben Cappel, Chris Morrissey and Chris
Yeager competed in the Long Island Championships.

SOCCER CHAMPS…The Westfield Soccer Association U-9 Cyclones won the
Soccer Center Indoor League U-9 division this past winter. Coached by Richard
Hiltz and assisted by Eelco Van der Noll, Drew Kronick and Cheryl Taylor, the
team also posted a winning record in the Soccer Center’s preseason outdoor
tournament. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Shane Shell, Sean Taylor, Tate
Kronick, David Sprung, Mitchell Vander Noll and Lee Beauchamp; standing,
Samuel Piatnitsky, Christopher Beaulieu, Mark Walter, Jack Cushing, Michael
Birle and Cory Hiltz.

Westfield’s rowers competed on
May 3 in the Long Island Champi-
onships at Centre Island Beach, West
Harbor Oyster Bay, NY. This was
Westfield’s first time to this event.

The site did not have docks and
the rowers launched from the beach.
Westfield rowers competed in Boys
and Girls Novice and Varsity quads
and Girls Lightweight Double.

The girls novice of Delia Stroud,
Charlotte Dreizen, Megan Hoerner
and Anne Knisley finished second in
their finals race against Friends Acad-
emy. Westfield entered two boats in
the Girls Varsity quad event. Each
boat competed in separate qualify-
ing heats. The quad of Amanda Adsit,
Lauren Binder, Liz Driscoll and
Knisley finished fourth in their quali-
fier and did not advance. The quad of

Caroline Yeager, Amanda Centrella,
Livi Magnanini and Gab Cerami fin-
ished second in their qualifying heat
to advance to the finals where they
placed fourth. The Girls Lightweight
double of Olivia Scrofani and Jenna
LaRusso finished behind GMS Row-
ing Center in their event.

Westfield’s two boys Novice quads
competed in the same finals Heat.
The quad of Mike Paone, David
Vercheck, Chris Morrissey and
Henry Hershey broke an oar and had
to abandon the race. The quad of Ian
Yeager, Farris Dwider, David Adsit
and Dylan Olson finished behind
Friends Academy and GMS Row-
ing. The boys Varsity quad of Chris
Yeager, Morrissey, Ben Cappel and
Quinn Boyes were unable to advance
from their qualifying heat.

Continuing the Strong Tradition of
Honest And Dedicated Public Service
My name is Nancy F. Munoz and

along with my running mate Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick, I am seeking your
support for the District 21 Assembly
seat. I am a nurse with a master’s degree
as a clinical nurse specialist. As a health
care professional who has worked in
both the delivery of health care and
within the insurance industry itself as a
risk care manager, I have an under-
standing of the tremendous challenges
we face as a state in terms of public
health policy and needs.

As the mother of five children, I have a
passion for education and human services
issues both from the personal and fiscal
perspectives. Like many other parents, I
have sought to give back to my commu-
nity serving as President of the PTA and
PTO organizations in Summit’s elemen-
tary, middle and high school. I know the
importance of working closely with oth-
ers to accomplish a common goal for the
betterment of a community.

I believe that we can make our state
more affordable by finding savings
through the elimination of inefficient pro-
grams rather than the imposition of new
or higher taxes.

We can make healthcare more afford-
able and accessible for families and se-
niors by unlocking the barriers to insur-

ance providers from out of state.
We can strengthen our economy by

restoring New Jersey’s “business friendly”
atmosphere, with a renewed commitment
to attracting industries that will bring
good paying jobs back to New Jersey.

We can create Affordable Housing
regulations that work to help New Jersey
citizens without crippling the state’s eco-
nomic development or further burdening
New Jersey’s property taxpayers.

We can and should honor the sacrifice
of our men and women in uniform by
offering incentives to continue their edu-
cation when they return from service.

As your Assemblywoman, I hope to
continue the strong tradition of honest
and dedicated public service that has dis-
tinguished all prior and current legislators
who represent the outstanding communi-
ties that comprise District 21, Senator
Tom Kean, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and my husband Dr. Eric Munoz. I care
deeply about the people of District 21;
listening to their concerns and building
solutions to the common problems we
face in order to pass on a safer, stronger,
and more affordable New Jersey to our
children.

Asw. Nancy Munoz
Summit

Charles Philhower Fellowship Award
Is Sponsored by Westfield Rotary Club

I was pleased to see the prominent
placement (front page lead story) in last
week’s Westfield Leader of your report-
ing on the Philhower Fellow Award rec-
ognizing excellence in teaching at the
elementary school level in Westfield.

Unfortunately, this is the second year
in a row that the Leader reporting has
omitted the identity of the organization
that created, sponsors and selects the re-
cipient of the annual fellowship – the
Westfield Rotary Club.

While the article’s focus is rightfully
on the recipient, and I applaud your deci-
sion to feature a story about the recogni-
tion of outstanding teaching, I cannot
understand the recurring decision to omit
reference to the Westfield Rotary in your
reporting.

It was also hard to miss mention of
Rotary’s integral involvement in the award
at the board of education meeting, read-
ing the press release, or even in the insti-
tutional memory of The Leader.

At its meeting referenced in your ar-
ticle, the board of education referred to
the recipient, Karen Geddis as the “Ro-
tary Club of Westfield 2009 Philhower
Fellow,” and read aloud its congratula-
tory resolution, which contained no fewer
than three references to Rotary. Further
the Rotary was mentioned five times in
the board of education press release.

Last year’s sin of omission in reporting
on the 2008 Philhower Fellow Award

generated a letter to the editor from a
fellow Rotarian, (and former president of
the Westfield Rotary club, and Past Dis-
trict Governor of Rotary), Dr. Michael
Hart. I cannot match Dr. Hart’s succinct
discussion of importance of the award
and its history and ties to the Rotary better
than he did in his letter last year, which I
excerpt below.

Thank you for placing the Philhower
Award on the front page of the paper last
week. This is a prestigious award for an
outstanding elementary school teacher,
and deserves such prominent placement.

My concern was that an oversight was
made in not mentioning that the award is
given by The Rotary Club of Westfield. It
is the Rotary Philhower Award.

The winner of the award is selected by
a Rotary committee, which includes the
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Margaret
Dolan. The award includes a grant award
from the Rotary Club of Westfield, along
with a certificate and public recognition.
The award is named after a notable
Rotarian, Dr. Charles A. Philhower. He
was President of the Rotary Club from
1929-30, and Rotary District Governor
from 1937-38. He was Superintendent of
Westfield Schools for many years, and
wrote a book about the history of
Westfield.

Neil Sullivan
Westfield

Mother’s Day Is Not the Time
For Organized Youth Sports

I remember a time in the not so distant
past when parents didn’t have to structure
“play dates” because children in the neigh-
borhood just went outside to play. There
were no try-outs for A teams and B teams
and traveling teams — and no pressure or
stress put upon seven, eight and nine-
year-old kids. But, I realize that times do
change, and we adapted to them while
raising our children here in Westfield.
We are a family that loves sports and
healthy competition.

However, I strongly believe that there
is a time and a place for organized sports
programs to be held, and Mother’s Day is
not one of them. Again this year, soccer
games were scheduled on Sunday. I was
not the only hostess who had to wait for
the sports schedule to be announced be-
fore setting the time for dinner. We unfor-
tunately had a 5:30 game, which forced a

hurried dinner to rush and get the child
and his parents out the door in time for the
game. A later dinner would have meant
that elderly visitors and great grandpar-
ents would have had to stay late, and
therefore they would have declined the
invitation. I also find it very interesting
that no games are scheduled for Father’s
Day.

There is so much talk of the value of
family time and sharing special, relaxing
days with relatives across the genera-
tions. Because there are only two named
holidays to celebrate the joys of being a
parent, grandparent and great grandpar-
ent, I sincerely hope that the coaches and
powers that be can give both mothers and
fathers the one day they have earned and
deserve, free from other obligations, so
that family ties can truly be celebrated.

Nancy Baton
Westfield

Recollections of WF
Budget Process

In response to recent concerns regard-
ing the Westfield municipal budget pro-
cess, I offer my recollections from my
five years on the Westfield Town Coun-
cil (1990-1994).

The municipal budget process was
conducted by the Finance Committee of
the Town Council, which operated as a
Committee of the Whole. Thus, the
mayor and all eight councilpersons were
expected to attend the budget meetings,
and normally did attend these meetings.
Budget meetings involved a great amount
of teamwork, and very little partisan
disagreement.

Because the budget meetings in-
volved the entire Town Council, the
meetings were sunshined in accordance
with the Open Public Meetings Act.
Members of the public were welcome
to attend the budget meetings. When
members of the public showed up, they
were not permitted to address the Town
Council during the meetings, but they
frequently expressed their concerns
prior to the meetings.

When I was first elected to the Town
Council, Jubb Corbet was the Finance
Committee chairman; later, James Gruba
was the Finance Committee chairman.
Both of these chairmen were highly
skilled in financial matters, and rendered
valuable service to the Town of
Westfield.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

SPF PAL Football and Cheerleading
Registration Slated for June 13

Registrations for Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL football and cheerleading
will be held on Saturday, June 6, and Saturday, June 13, from 9 a.m. through
12 p.m. at the Scotch Plains police station. Application forms will be
available during those two registration days. Forms can also be obtained
by going to the website SPFPAl.com.

Once completed, those forms can be dropped off during the two
registration days. Signups will also be accepted those days for the SPF PAL
football camp that will be held June 29 and 30 and July 1 and 2 at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Those forms can also be obtained by going
to SPFPAL.com. SPF PAL apparel will also be on sale during registration
days at the police station.

Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

www.goleader.com
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Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House!
Saturday, May 16th and Sunday, May 17th,
1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield, 
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a 
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus 
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry, 
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators 

to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Susan Massa Broker CRS SRES  ABR  908-400-0778 

 Westfield Living 
Open House Sunday  MayMay 17  1 to 4  

   705 Boulevard ,Wes   705 Boulevard ,Westfield  

Offered @ $979,900 This Classic Traditional Colonial with endearing 
qualities and suburban sophistication is located close to town and train 
and  along the Boulevard. With the perfect floor plan  5 bedrooms 3 & 
2 1/2 baths and 10 Rooms. 

  The double columned entry with classic pilasters and balustrade sets    

   the tone of this well designed and detailed home Welcoming Friends      
   and Family . Fireplace In the Living Room. Formal Dining Room        
   w/ Dentate molding, chair rail windows for visual interest provides       
  the setting for warm gatherings & dinner parties. 

 Kitchen well designed for the chef w/ a pass thru to the great     

    room 

 Master Bedroom w/ dressing room & full bath w/ jetted      

    tub  2 other bedrooms  & 2 baths all on the 2nd flr. 3rd has 2 BR    

 The Great Room w/ high ceiling & French doors to a lovely deck  

   &  rear yard perfect for outdoor living (87x147 2 Car det Garage) 

         600 North Ave Westfield NJ 07090 908-233-0065     

call me @ 908-400-0778 

email smassa5207@aol.com 

susan@njhomeshowcase.com 

 

200 Hampton Street, Cranford, NJ
This riverfront Federal Revival house was built in 1912.

  It has never previously been publicly listed for sale.  The large yard and landscaping afford a considerable amount of
privacy.  Shown by appointment.  Principals only.  $1,600,000.

  A detailed description is available: contact pfh2414@gmail.com or 908 272-1125
http://picasaweb.google.com/pfh2414/200HamptonStreetExterior#
http://picasaweb.google.com/pfh2414/200HamptonStreetInterior#

FRANK D. ISOLDI EARNS 2008 ASSOCIATE OF THE
YEAR RECOGNITION

WITH COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL
BROKERAGE IN WESTFIELD

Perennial Top Producer Honored for Customer Service
and Sales Success

national President’s Premier, a select
group of the company’s top 1percent
of sales associates worldwide.

By applying his experience, mar-
ket knowledge and keen sales and
negotiating abilities, Mr. Isoldi spe-
cializes in transactions involving resi-
dential sales, commercial transactions
and investment properties. A lifelong
Westfield resident who is active in
his community, Mr. Isoldi serves on
the board of trustees for the United
Fund of Westfield and as a member of

UNICO, a non-profit or-
ganization committed to
providing a better qual-
ity of life for those in
need on a community
and national level.

For information about
buying or selling a home
in the Greater Union
County area, contact
Frank D. Isoldi with
Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage in
Westfield at (908) 233-
5555. The Westfield of-
fice is located at 209 Cen-

tral Avenue. Individuals also can view
the company’s listings on the Internet
at coldwellbankermoves.com.

Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage in New Jersey and Rockland
County, N.Y., a leading residential
real estate brokerage company, oper-
ates more than 65 offices with more
than 3,500 sales associates serving
all communities from Rockland
County, N.Y. to Monmouth County,
N.J. Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage in New Jersey and
Rockland County, N.Y.
(coldwellbankermoves.com) is part
of NRT LLC, the nation’s largest
residential real estate brokerage com-
pany.  NRT LLC, a subsidiary of
Realogy Corporation, operates
Realogy’s company-owned real es-
tate brokerage offices.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WESTFIELD – Frank D. Isoldi,
top sales associate with Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage, con-
tinues to deliver unparalleled service
to his buyers and sellers.

This superior level of commitment
has culminated in another exceptional
sales performance from Mr. Isoldi,
who earned the coveted 2008 Associ-
ate of the Year sales recognition in the
company’s Westfield sales office. Mr.
Isoldi had the highest level of closed
sales volume in his office throughout
the past year to earn this
level of distinction.

A perennial top sales
performer in the com-
petitive metropolitan
area marketplace, Mr.
Isoldi also was recog-
nized as the number one
sales associate in List-
ings Sold in his office for
the year, an accomplish-
ment he also achieved in
2004, 2005, 2006 and
2007.  In addition to his
outstanding sales perfor-
mance in the Westfield
office, Mr. Isoldi capped off 2008 by
ranking seventh among a field of more
than 3,500 agents throughout
Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age in New Jersey and Rockland
County, N.Y.

Mr. Isoldi’s sales success is further
reflected in his receipt of the 2008
New Jersey Association of REAL-
TORS® Circle of Excellence Sales
Award® at the Platinum Level, the
highest level of achievement recog-
nized by NJAR®. This is the sixth
consecutive year for which Mr. Isoldi
has achieved this level of sales excel-
lence, having earned Platinum Level
recognition during 2003-2008 as well.
Mr. Isoldi’s awards reflect his un-
yielding commitment to provide his
clients with the utmost in service,
further illustrated by the fact that this
is his ninth consecutive year of mem-
bership in the Coldwell Banker Inter-

Frank D. Isoldi

Discover Skyline Ridge. 
Sophisticated living… 
Spectacular Views… just 
30 minutes from Manhattan.

Located on a pristine 
mountaintop in Springfield, NJ, 
Skyline Ridge offers breathtaking 
views of the good life! Set just a 
chip shot from Baltusrol Golf Club 
and the Mall at Short Hills, this 
elegant enclave is convenient to 
shopping, restaurants, theaters 
and major roadways.

GSP, and NJ Turnpike

keyed storage

Actual view from 
Skyline Ridge apartment

Located less than 1/4 mi. 
from Baltusrol Golf Club

Open House: Sunday, May 17th • 1-3pm

534 Hanford Place

Westfield...Totally updated 5 bedroom, 2 full baths, large colonial
in gorgeous northside neighborhood on cul de sac. Newer Granite
Kitchen, Hardwood floors, newer roof, windows, large plantation
style porch and french doors to family room, deck and backyard.
Suited for every lifestyle! $699,900.

Miriam Greenberg • Broker/Sales Associate

973-992-0576

973-740-1881 (office)

355 Eisenhower Parkway Livingston, NJ 07039
Broker/Manager: Douglass Holmes

EXTRAORDINARYEE AGENTS

WESTFIELD OFFICE

908-233-0065Owned and Operated by NRT LLC
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CLASSIFIEDS

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

For honest
reliable
quality
work…

Ed
The Boys

&

Kitchens • Baths

Basements • Additions

Home Renovations and More

973-819-5720

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Established 1984

Architectural Trimwork

Porches • Kitchens

Renovations

Baths

908-654-3444

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement
Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation

5 Year Labor Warranty

DK
Home

Improvement

Interior & Exterior
Renovation

732-727-1388
Licensed  & Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

Giordano & Daughter’s

18 years experience
local resident

Quality Work for a Reasonable Price

Kitchens
Windows
Tilework

Baths
Decks
Siding

732-815-1174
Ask for Mike

No Job
too small

Basements

908-654-0924
Chris Baker

Builders & Housewrights
Master Builders

REMODELING

RESTORATION RENOVATION

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

• DRYWALL • PAINTING
• CARPENTRY • FLOORING

• BATHROOMS

(908) 347 – 4332
LICENSE# 13VH03300300  FULLY INSURED

KITCHEN REMODELING

I CAN BEAT THE BIG BOX STORE PRICES
AND SHOW YOU HOW YOU CAN SAVE MONEY!!!

All work is done by the owner - no crews

30 years PROFESSIONAL cabinetry experience

Also ask about bathrooms, finished basements, tile work,

replacement doors & windows. FREE ESTIMATES

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
NJ License # 13VH02799700

908-755-4247

Steps • Sidewalks • Patios
• Retaining Walls 

 • Stonework • Pavers  
• Waterproofing 
• Small Repairs

E-mail: basilemasonry@comcast.net

773 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

Call Today for a
Free Consultation:

1-877-771-KING

Professional
Basement Remodeling
That’s Fit For a King

www.basement-king.com

ALLIANCE PAINTING
& POWERWASHING

Specializing in
Refinishing Aluminum Siding

Victorian Homes: Interior & Exterior
Masonry, Decks, Houses

Wallpaper Removal
Discount for Senior Citizens

908-233-1078
Ask for Steve

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Installation, repair and maintenance service 

for your heating or cooling system

HVAC 24h service!

CALL: 267-934-4725

Ron Lester LLC Home Improvements
908-246-5664

Want it Done Now?  I beat any price.

BATHROOMS, DRYWALL, WINDOWS, DOORS, ALL WOOD WORK,
IN AND OUT, DECKS, PERGOLAS , YOU NAME IT! Hang your HD TV TOO!

Westfield, Mountainside, Cranford References

Why is your neighbor smiling.?..he called me!   Senior disc.
Pay upon completion, and total satisfaction. Licensed/Insured

$50 off any job $250 or more!

DOUGHERTY PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots

Concrete & Masonry
• Excavation •

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Brick Paver Walkways
& Patios • Curbing

DEMOLITION

908-561-6452

YARD SALE
Sun, May 17, 10AM - 2PM

Summit Ave, Westfield
Multi-Family

Antiques, Vintage,
Lotzastuff!

SUMMER RENTAL

LBI, Beach Haven - Ocean front,
2 BR, 2 Bath condo for weekly
rental. Walk to stores & Fantasy
Island. Call (212) 868-2511

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE

Sat - May 16th 9am-12pm
1782/1796 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Furniture, Household Items,
Childrens toys, clothing and more.
Please NO EARLY arrivals

**SUMMER TUTOR!**

Special education teacher
available to tutor this summer for
grades K-6. $65 per hour.
For more info call Nicole

(908) 419-8674 or
NTteach@verizon.net

HUSBAND FOR HIRE

General Contractor, remodeling,
int/ext. painting, wallpaper,
carpentry, odd jobs. Various
renovations. No Job Too Small!
20 yrs exp. Charlie (908) 400-2753

The perfect location one block
from beach, restaurants, shops
& spas. Historical victorian with
all modern amenities & gourmet
kitchen. Large porch for people
watching & relaxing. Sleeps 12,
6 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Private
parking and fenced in yard.

See pictures at
www.132decatur.com

Call (609) 744-4877

CAPE MAY VACATION RENTAL

CEMETERY PLOT

Fairview Cemetery.
Choice location. Extra large

double plot + cremains.
Call for pricing. (908) 675-5456

Must sell due to relocation.

FLEA MARKET FUNDRAISER

Sat. May 16 - 9:00 - 3:00
SPF High School

667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains
Air Hockey Table, Furniture,
Sports Equipment, Patio Set,
TV’s, Games, Kitchenware -
Yummy Baked Goods and more!!
All proceeds to benefit SPF
Ice Hockey Assoc.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

GENERAL HELP WANTED

Mystery shoppers - Earn up to
$150/ day. Undercover shoppers
needed to judge retail and dining
establishments. Experience not
required. Call (877) 679-6773.

SEASIDE PK- SUMMER RENT

1 blk from beach, LR, EIK, 3 BRs,
2 Full Baths, C/A, newly reno-
vated, bay/marina view, outdoor
shower, beach badges included!

 (908) 654-0919

NEED HELP WITH MATH?

Skilled, experienced, patient NJ
certified math teacher can
help you increase your
understanding of math and
improve your grades and test
results. Can tutor all phases of
math, elementary through
calculus, as well as SAT and
other test prep. Available
now and during summer.
Please call Mel at (732) 603-9521.

CONDO FOR SALE / RENT

Here is a rare opportunity!
The best reasonably priced
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath condominium
in Westfield. Walk to everything
you need, but quiet stylish location.
Must be seen to appreciate!
(908) 233-6653 or (908) 233-7670

OFFICE FOR RENT

Beautiful executive office
for rent in Scotch Plains.
$775.00 per month incls internet -
telephone. Two conference
rooms, recept. area and more.
Ideal for attorney or any service
professional. Great location.
Call Joe Farella at (908) 322-5423.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Apartment for rent
for a single business person.

(908) 232-2396 KATHY’S HOUSE CLEANING

Excellent references, own car,
reliable, 15 yrs. experience. Any
Occasion Helper. Call for a house
visit and a cleaning estimate.
(908) 868-0371 (732) 675-6783

SPECTACULAR

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation

(732) 726-0241

House sleeps 8 comfortably
Access to all Quechee Lakes

Club facilities:
Indoor/Outdoor pools, 50 acre
lake, 2 golf courses, Tennis.

Also, canoeing/fishing on
Outtaquechee River, family/
fine dining, easy access to

Woodstock, VT. or Dartmouth
College, Hanover, NH.

Weekly/Weekend
Rentals Available:

Call (732) 530-7288

VERMONT FAMILY VACATION
RENTAL

Scenic Quechee Lakes Vermont
4 Bedroom Cape

AFTERSCHOOL DRIVER

Perfect for HS or college student.
Need driver for school pick ups,
drive to activities, oversee
homework and prepare dinner.
M-TH 2-7pm in Westfield.
Valid license/references needed.
Position available ASAP.

Pamela (908) 789-4222

AC FOR SALE

GE Air Conditioner $200 OBO
(originally $600). 17,800 BTUs /
230 Volt. Energy Star Qualified.
Used for two years in Cranford
home. Cools multi-rooms.

Call (201) 239-7380

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

READING TUTOR SERVICES

Certified Reading Specialist,
Pre-K thru 8

Call Carol at (908) 889-2175

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

4  SALE MADELINE DOLLHOUSE

Completely furnished. Sold with 6
8” posable dolls, Madeline &
friends including Miss Clavel.
Package also includes Madeline
book set and Ivy House carrycase.
All in excellent condition. Asking
$375. Call (908) 654-8612
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 “Installation View, ‘Group Shot Italy, 1972,’” oil on wood, dimensions vary, 2008

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

Wish to congratulate their students for
their accomplishments in preparing for this

50TH

ANNIVERSARY
of piano recitals

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094

the farmhouse store
the original farmhouse table

reclaimed barnwood – tapered legs - $ 499 - $ 899

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Farm Table – Available in 1" or 2" Thick Top

Stock Lengths 4’ through 8’

Other Lengths Available

- Overall Dimensions

30" Tall x 37" – 40" Wide

Diana Jensen Sees Art
In Discarded Albums

CRANFORD – From May 15 to
June 25, the exhibition “Group Shot
Italy, 1972” by artist Diana Jensen will
be on display in the Tomasulo Gallery
on Union County College’s Cranford
campus.

This exhibition features Ms. Jensen’s
most recent painting installation
project, expanding more than 50 feet
in length and composed of 40 shaped
oil-on-wood panels. The installation
refers to a large group photo taken at a
birthday party in 1972 of about 50
people.

Ms. Jensen found this photo at the
Rome flea market and proceeded to
study and paint the anonymous people
in this photograph for over a year.

Ms. Jensen focuses her art-making
on the photos she finds in discarded
albums at flea markets. She works
extensively with one series of photos
for a period of time, either of families
or a group of friends, studying them
and getting to know the details of each
individual in the photos.

Ms. Jensen will then turn to her
wood panels, and with her oil paints,
she begins to rediscover and resurrect
the people in the old photographs.

Her goal is to find and reveal the
truth within the photos and to depict
the personalities and expressions of
intimacy found between those in the
photos. She then reflects those intima-
cies in her paintings, focusing in on
the subtleties between people, such as
the touch of hands or a loving gaze.

In 2008, her works were shown in
the Alwan Art Auction at Galerie Mark
Hachem and at Cheryl Pelavin Gal-
lery. She has also had her work in
exhibitions around teh country, such
as in Miami at the ArtNow Fair, and
internationally, including in Helsinki
and London. To learn more, view
dianajensen.com.

The opening reception for this exhi-
bition will be held on Friday, May 15,
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Tomasulo
Gallery, located on the first floor of
MacKay Library on the college’s
Cranford campus, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Mondays through Thursdays and
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.
Evening hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesdays through Thursdays. For more
information, call (908) 709-7155.

Brentano Raises Awareness
Of Environmental Crises

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – For the past 10
years, Westfield resident Pat
Brentano’s art has awakened people
to ongoing environmental problems.

“Artists have the opportunity to
inspire social change,” she said. “I’m
trying to make people aware and to
think about what they can do in their
own environment.”

In her most recent works, “Missing
Trees” and “Endangered Birds,” she
initially draws a picture of a tree or a
bird and then cuts out the image from
a slab made of wood, steel and alumi-
num.

“Endangered Birds,” started in
2009, continues on the theme of
“Missing Trees,” Ms. Brentano said,
“because when you cut down all the
trees, you endanger birds. They don’t
have anywhere to live.”

For Ms. Brentano, placing a cutout
of an image in this setting informs
people that a part of nature that was
once present no longer exits.

“When you’re shown something
visually,” Ms. Brentano said, “it really
brings it home. When you see a miss-
ing bird or tree, you go ‘wow, that little
bird that was supposed to be in the
environment is no longer there.’”

When placed outside, the cutouts
serve another function. Ms. Brentano
said, “The colors of nature show
through the space, creating the image
of a bird or a tree.” In the “Missing
Tree” installation, “in the summer,
you’ll get more greens; in the fall,
you’ll get more browns. It’s almost as
if it’s the tree going through seasons,
but it’s not there” she said.

“Endangered Birds” places an im-
age of each bird in its natural habitat.

“The birds that fly will be in the
trees. The birds that swim I will put in
the pond; an eagle will be in the tree,
duck in the water,” she said.

“Endangered Birds” will appear in
multiple states in the northeast. Each
installation is different and corre-
sponds to that state’s list of endan-
gered animals.

For instance, when Ms. Brentano
shows “Endangered Birds” in New
Jersey, there are 33 different birds in
the installation to correlate with the
33 different species of birds that are
classified as endangered, threatened
or special concerned in New Jersey.
When the exhibit moves up to Con-
necticut in August, there will be 50
species.

Ms. Brentano was invited to install
“Endangered Birds” in I-Park, lo-
cated in East Haddam, Conn., a 450-
acre woodland retreat for artists. It
will be displayed there from August
2009 to March 2010.

“Missing Trees” will travel to Al-
bany, N.Y., from June 2009 to April

2010. Commissioned by the Down-
town Albany Business Improvement
District, Ms. Brentano’s installation
will be one of 18 shown throughout
the streets and parks of downtown
Albany. She hopes that her exhibits
will continue to travel because “hope-
fully, many people will see it and
become inspired to plant a tree or
preserve one.”

Vanishing bee colonies is the next
environmental issue Ms. Brentano is
looking to confront. She is currently
working on drawings of different
forms of bees as a wall installation.

“I’m trying to call attention to the
crisis of the bees; they are very im-
portant to our crops,” Ms. Brentano
said. Silent for a moment, she added,
“I’m constantly thinking of ways to
contribute to save our planet.”

When she’s not crusading for envi-
ronmental issues, Ms. Brentano
teaches courses at Kean University
and Rutgers University about visual
awareness. She’s currently creating a
course entitled “Artists and Social
Change.”

Art Group Hosts
Artist Paul Casale

WATCHUNG – The Contemporary
Art Group will host American realist
Paul Casale on Wednesday, May 20.
Mr. Casale will demonstrate
portraiture in oils from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. at the Watchung Arts Center,
located at 18 Stirling Road on the
Watchung Circle. Admission is free.

Mr. Casale attended the High
School of Art and Design in
Manhattan and graduated with honors
from Pratt Institute. He has
established a career as both a fine
artist and illustrator. He teaches at
Jersey Central Art Studios, Ducret
School of Art and the Somerset Art
Association.

To learn more, call (908) 753-0190.

Little Mary Sunshine
Concludes WCP Season

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) con-
cludes the 2008-2009 season with
Rick Besoyan’s musical comedy Little
Mary Sunshine. The show continues
Friday and Saturday evenings May
15, 16, 29 and 30. The 24-hour ticket
tape at (908) 232-1221 is now on, and
all reserved seating is $20. The the-
ater is located at 1000 North Avenue,
West, in Westfield.

Directed by Drude Roessler of
Westfield, a veteran of multiple pro-
ductions at WCP, she is assisted by
musical director Larry Rothweiler,
choreographer Maury Herman and
producer Kay Macrae. To learn more,
see westfieldcommunityplayers.org
for more information and features.

This send-up of Hollywood musi-
cals of the 1920s and 1930s presents
dashing forest rangers, damsels in
distress, devious politicians, Indian
warriors, soaring tenors and beauti-
ful altos all with tongue planted firmly
in cheek.

John Schweska of Westfield is the
captain of the Colorado Rangers, and
Jennifer Bacigalupi is the object of

his affections, Mary Sunshine the
owner of the Colorado Inn. General
Oscar Fairfax, the Washington diplo-
mat with an eye for the ladies, is
played by Steve Lemenille, and Op-
era star Madame Von Liebdich is
played by Arlene Britt.

Photo courtesy of Pat Brentano
BIRD IS THE WORD...Westfield artist Pat Brentano’s “Endangered Birds”
hopes to raise the public’s awareness of environmental crises, including the
extinction of such animals.

Father-and-Son Duo
Perform in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its ninth season – and celebrates
Father’s Day a bit early – by present-
ing the father-and-son duo Beaucoup
Blue in concert at the First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue)
in Westfield, on Saturday, May 16.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission
is $16 online and $17 at the door.
Advance purchase of tickets is highly
recommended by going to
beaucoupblue.eventbrite.com. All net
proceeds from this evening’s concert

will be donated to Habitat for Human-
ity.

Beaucoup Blue is the Philadelphia-
based duo of David and Adrian Mowry.
Father and son have been performing
their music, strongly rooted in the
blues, up and down the eastern sea-
board. Although blues is a staple in
their repertoire, they also perform folk,
soul, R & B, jazz, country and blue-
grass.

For more information, see
beaucoupblue.eventbrite.com or
coffeewithconscience.org. The season
finale will feature Sloan Wainwright
on June 13.

Artist Fenton Presents
Korean Folk Painting

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
meeting will be held on Thursday, May
21, from 7 to 9 p.m. at its new location
in the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, located on
the grounds of
Fanwood’s bor-
ough hall.

A brief business
meeting will be fol-
lowed by a presen-
tation on the ancient
and classical form
of Korean Folk
Painting called
Minhwa.

After a 30-year
corporate career,
Michael Fenton
now devotes his
time to painting in
oil, pastels, acryl-
ics and traditional
Korean watercolor.
Though largely
self-taught, he has also studied with a
number of master artists from the United
States and Korea.

Mr. Fenton infuses his canvasses with
bold color, emotion and a sense of
“story.” He favors impression and nar-
rative over realism; the implicit story
and the evoked emotion are at the cen-
ter of his personal style.

His work has attracted private col-
lectors from around the world and has

been shown in various invitational and
juried shows in and around the New
York/New Jersey area, including at the
Paper Mill Theatre, the Gaelen Gallery

and the New Jersey
Center for Visual
Arts.

Mr. Fenton stud-
ied Minhwa with a
Korean master
teacher for four
years and then be-
gan to experiment
on his own.
Minhwa refers to
the Korean folk art
that consists of
paintings of mythi-
cal figures and other
objects in a specific
naïve style.

The paintings
show figures from
folk mythology and
legends, symbols of
happiness, wealth
and health, and

scenes of everyday life. The most com-
mon figures were animals that repre-
sented power, such as the tiger, or provi-
dential circumstances such as carp,
which represent success.

The presentation is free and open to
the public. There is ample parking at
the Carriage House Pocket Park di-
rectly across the street on Watson Road.
For more information, contact Paula
Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

UNCOMMON FOLK...At the next
SPFAA meeting, Michael Fenton will
discuss the ancient and classical form
of Korean Folk Painting called Minhwa.

Alliance Theater Strikes
A ‘Match’ with Belber Play

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Alliance Repertory
Theater Company’s director,
Michael Driscoll, struck gold when
he selected David Christopher of
Cranford for the lead role in the
three-person play Match, which ends
its run this weekend at the Studio
Theater of the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway.

Mr. Christopher, playing Tobi, and
the supporting cast of Beth Painter
of Westfield as Lisa, and Wayne
Harris as Mike, are stellar in their
roles. They take playwright Stephen
Belber’s two-act play to new heights
and make it soar.

Tobi, a 62-year-
old former ballet
star, world-re-
nowned choreog-
rapher and now
dance teacher at
Julliard in New
York City, pre-
pares his apart-
ment for guests.
B e c a u s e
UCPAC’s Studio
Theater is an off-
Broadway-style
space that seats 60
people, the audi-
ence basically sits
right in Tobi’s tiny Upper Manhattan
apartment as he scurries around put-
ting out chips and wine.

When he’s finished with the pre-
paratory work, he takes up his latest
knitting project. Next, Tobi clips his
fingernails, saving them in a clear
jar because, as he later reveals, it is a
part of his “epithelial history.”

He is readying for a visit from
Lisa, a graduate student from Se-
attle, who is writing her dissertation
on classical choreography and how
it fits in the contemporary art world.

She enters Tobi’s world with her
husband, Mike, a somber chap whose
eyes and actions reveal unexplained
rage. Tobi launches enthusiastically
into his life story, giving philosophi-
cal discourse on teaching and the
history of his career, all the while
throwing in double entendres per-
taining to knitting and dance.

When the brooding Mike suddenly
interjects inappropriate questions,
the atmosphere gets tense, and Tobi,
as well as the audience, wants to
know the real story of who this couple
is and what they want from him.

As that real story unfolds, both the
characters and audience members
are taken on a scary – yet thrilling –
emotional rollercoaster ride.

This is a serious play punctuated
with hilarious moments that are stra-
tegically placed to break the pro-
gressively mounting tension.

Director Driscoll ingeniously uti-
lizes a relentless ticking wall clock
as an echoing metaphysical conceit
for the marvelously crafted show.

Mr. Christopher, a master at char-
acterization, has captured the essence
of Tobi, a bisexual man whose flam-
boyance could have been overplayed.
With precision and focus, however,
Mr. Christopher lets the audience
understand this lonely man and em-

pathize with
Tobi’s pain.

Part of this
actor’s genius is
the seemingly ef-
fortless “busi-
ness” he provides
for his character
without reducing
Tobi to a carica-
ture. Mr. Christo-
pher proves he can
toss clever lines
with split-second
timing and deliver
dramatic dis-
course with sensi-

tivity equally well.
Because Tobi has long mono-

logues, Lisa, played sensitively by
Ms. Painter, does a lot of reacting in
this play. That can be tricky for an
actress who is a mere 10 feet away
from an audience that can sense her
every move.

Ms. Painter is up to the challenge
of intimate theater with minute fa-
cial reactions and appropriate, slight
physical variances to suggest shift in
response. Her “breakthrough” at the
end of Act II is perfectly played with
a tender touch.

While Mr. Harris’ character, Mike,
is not on stage as much as the other
two actors, when he is, his expres-
sive eyes tell his back-story. Juxta-
posing a deadpan delivery for most
of his Act I appearance, his scenes
with Mr. Christopher in Act II are
explosive and heart-wrenchingly
real.

Match, a finely woven tapestry of
careful characterization and unnerv-
ing tension, culminates in a can’t-
miss production that moves audi-
ences on multiple levels.

A MATCH MADE IN
HEAVEN...David Christopher, Wayne
Harris and  Beth Painter interact in the
three-person play Match, which ends
its run at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center this weekend.
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Victoria & Richard MacKenzie-Childs founders of the
original, the real MacKenzie-Childs,

will be here to promote their new works, as
Victoria & Richard Emprise.

Saturday, May 16th from 10am to 3pm
for this special Home Tour event at

102 E. Broad Street  (formerly site of Cosi Resturant)
For tickets and information call 908.232.9400

or go to www.westfieldsymphony.org

Home Tour Tickets & Events:

$25.00 in advance if purchased at outlets  •  $30.00 at the door

Experience the Whimsical Spirit
of

Victoria & Richard MacKenzie-Childs
at the

2009 TOUR OF NOTABLE HOMES

to benefit Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Print

Paint
Bringing art and people together

68 Elm Street, Summit, New Jersey 07901
908 273-9121

www.artcenternj.org
Ongoing Registration underway for Weekend Art Workshops, Summer Art Camp, and Portfolio Development Intensive.

Classes held in 9 state-of-the-art studios. Visit website for details.
Events Ongoing New Jersey State Council on the Arts Fellowship Exhibition runs through June 5th. Visit website for gallery hours.

5/21 Last lecture in the 2009 Thursday Evening Salon Series - Playing with History: Contemporary and Traditional Art from India,
7:30pm. Call for details.

A TOURTT OF
NOTNN ABLETT
HOMES

Saturday, May 16, 2009
Homes Open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

WestfieldWW TicketTT Outlets:
Burgdorff Realtors � Coldwell Banker Realtors � WeichertWW Realtors

Baron’s Drug Store � The TownTT Book Store
The TownTT Bank of Westfield,WW South AveAA & Elm St.

WestfieldWW Symphony Orchestra Office

TicketsTT Also AvailableAA At:
Irma’s Hallmark, Fanwood � Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts, Cranford

Christoffers Flowers, Mountainside
TicketTT Prices: $25 in advance

$30 day of the tour
Presented by

The Friends of the WestfieldWW Symphony
ToTT Benefit the

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA � 908.232.9400

Posters Underwritten by 185 Elm Street, WestfieldWW (908) 654-7777

SPECIAL THIS YEAR! VICTORIA & RICHARD EMPRISE BOUTIQUE
DECORATOR PRESENTATIONS 9:30 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

REFRESHMENTS � LIVE MUSIC
RAFFLE � PLANT SALE

Rollicking Allusions to Distant
Theatrical Past Help WCP ‘Shine’
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The /Times

WESTFIELD – In less-capable
hands, Little Mary Sunshine, Rick
Besoyan’s spoof of musicals and oper-
ettas of the 1930s and 1940s, could be
deadly. But Westfield Community Play-
ers production shines in the hands of
veteran producer Kay Macrae, talented
actress/vocalist Drude Roessler as di-
rector, choreographer Maury Herman,
who returns to choreography after a 10-
year hiatus, and Larry Rothweiler serv-
ing as musical director/pianist. Com-
bined, the team has more than a century’s
worth of experience.

That expertise salvages a weak script
to turn it into an evening that showcases
strong voices, lively dancing and some
good-old-fashioned silliness.

In true melodrama fashion, there’s a
mortgage to pay, a time limit that is
running out, a black-hearted villain and
a handsome hero to save a damsel in
distress. In this musical specifically,
however, the setting is not railroad tracks
with a dastardly villain twirling his
dark moustache as a speeding locomo-
tive bears down on the rope-entwined
lovely heroine.

Set in the turn-of-the 20th century at
Mary’s Colorado Inn, on a stage de-
signed by Bill McMeekan, the scene is
complete with a snowcapped mountain
range in the background and teepee and
birch trees in the foreground. Origi-
nally, the show was a 1959 Off-Broad-
way production presented as an affec-
tionate jab at operettas and old-fash-
ioned musicals of Victor Herbert, Rudolf
Friml and Sigmund Romberg.

With tongue-in-cheek, it alludes to
shows of Gilbert and Sullivan, Rodgers
and Hammerstein, Jerome Kern and
Noel Coward.

Despite missing one mortgage pay-
ment, heroine Mary, ever the cockeyed
optimist, sings “Look for the Sky of
Blue.” Mr. Herman’s campy choreog-
raphy with a syncopated skyward move-

ment replicates the overdone gestures
rampant in the operettas of the 1930s.

Handsome hero Captain “Big Jim”
Warington (John Schweska) leads the
Forest Rangers – a parody of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police right down
to their spectacular crimson jackets and
mud-brown wide-brimmed hats.

The captain and his trusty men have
been sent to Colorado to capture a
reputed renegade Indian, Yellow Feather
(Gregg Mele). The captain sings, quite
robustly, rallying songs that are similar
to “Stout-hearted Men” from the oper-
etta The New Moon.

Mary Potts (Jennifer Bacigalupi),
known by all as Little Mary Sunshine,
was nicknamed by her foster father,
Chief Brown Bear (Joe Rodriguez),
who is one of two remaining members
from the fictitious Indian tribe of
Katoda.

Brava to Ms. Bacigalupi, who pos-

sesses a spectacularly grand coloratura
voice that blows the roof off of the small
theater. She’s the quintessential Mary –
from her creamy, glowing skin, ruby-
tinged lips, bowed hair ribbons and
perfectly posed, gloved hand gestures.

Madame Ernestine von Liebedich
(Arlene Britt), a famous opera singer

guest at the inn, sports a name that is a
play on Edward Grieg’s classic melody,
“Ich Liebe Dich” (translated: “I Love
You.”) In the role, Ms. Britt reveals her
unflagging comic side and a handsome,
professional singing and speaking
voice.

Nancy Twinkle (Debbie Barr) and
Corporal “Billy” Jester (A.J. Meeker)
are a dating couple whose intense jeal-
ousy is the bubbling volcano threaten-
ing their relationship.

Reminiscent of the Ado Annie and
Will Parker duo in Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma, Ms. Barr,
in a French maid’s costume no less, is a
scene-stealer merely by batting her eye-
lashes, striking a pose and then deliver-
ing some of the best lines in the show.
Her distinctive, Broadway belting voice
is a delightful bonus. Mr. Meeker’s
acting ability and comic timing help to
sell his best song, “I’m a Heap Big
Injun.”

The taciturn, wise, father figure Chief
Brown Bear, portrayed nicely by Mr.
Rodriguez, is a double for the Chief
Sitting Bull character from Irving
Berlin’s musical Annie Get Your Gun.

In the cleverly staged bedroom scene
with the young giggling debutantes, a
parody of the sisters in Pirates of
Penzance, the girls get their chance to
shine vocally along with Ms. Barr.

Steve Lemenille plays General Os-
car Fairfax to a tee with his wool knick-
ers, jaunty cap and dapper bowtie. As
the dirty old man of the play, he has a
ball in “Say Uncle.”

Little Mary Sunshine reflects not only
a simpler time, but also an optimistic
quality served up with white gloves, tea
and cucumber sandwiches.

Photo courtesy of Westfield Community Players/ Rich Kowalski
LITTLE MARY SUNSHINE...Little Mary Sunshine, Jennifer Bacigalupi, is the
darling of the Forest Rangers, a parody of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
The forest rangers, from left to right, are Claudio Venancio, Jeff Woerner, A.J.
Meeker, Travis Catrone and Christopher Murphy. The Rick Besoyan musical
Little Mary Sunshine runs weekends through the end of May at the Westfield
Community Players Theater.

EVALYN DUNN’S GALLERY    SINCE 1958

                                                                      ……..the tradition continues

MEET & GREET SERIES #3
Saturdays in the Spring

"American Impressionist"       Surrealist Painter
Patrick Antonelle                 Daniel Natale

View New Art! Interact with Artists! Watch the Artists Paint!

SAT.  MAY 16, 2009  2-5 PM

Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery       908-232-0412
549 South Avenue West    www.evalyndunnsgallery.com

Westfield, NJ 07090

Choral Art Society of New Jersey
Celebrates a ‘Lovely’ Theme

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Love served as the
theme of last weekend’s Choral Art
Society (CAS) of New Jersey perfor-
mance, held at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (PAC) in Rahway.

Musical director James Little said
the CAS based its repertoire that night
on songs that discuss “the love between
men and women, of course, but also the
love of God.” The majority of the pieces
from Saturday’s performance were
composed in the late 19th century and
later, and included folk, jazz and Broad-
way tunes, as well as gospel numbers.

“Love Walked In,” composed in 1930
by George Gershwin and written in

1937, by his brother Ira Gershwin, reso-
nated with the evening’s theme, as evi-
denced by the song’s lyrics: “That
love said ‘hello’ though not a word was
spoken./One look and I forgot the gloom
of the past. / One look and I had found
my future at last. / One look and I had
found a world completely new.”

The choral group, performing a di-
verse song list, transitioned seamlessly
between Gershwin and Beatles hit
“Can’t Buy Me Love.” Unlike the rock
‘n’ roll song made famous by John
Lennon and Paul McCartney, the CAS’
version had a serene – yet upbeat – tone.
Judging by the dancing, singing and
clapping from the audience, it was clear
that the music-loving crowd was enter-

tained and pleased.
The audience also delighted in the

light-hearted love song “My Funny
Valentine,”  now considered a jazz stan-
dard that has been recorded on more
than 1,300 albums and performed by
more than 600 artists, from the 1937
musical Babes in Arms.

The choral group’s rendition had a
captivating melody. It was a musical
ride, so to speak, and its lyrics empha-
size the love motif in a lighthearted,
comical way: “My funny Valentine,
Sweet Comic Valentine, you make me
smile with my heart. / Your looks are
laughable, unphotagraphable / And yet,
you’re my favorite work of art.”

The night concluded with a choral
selection from Carousel (1945), writ-
ten by Broadway composers Richard
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein. The
lyrics of this classic  proved apropos:
“We’re mighty glad we came…And
we all had a real good time.”

At the end of the show, the audi-
ence gave a standing ovation. Mr.
Little graciously bowed and then
spoke. “I love this place. It’s a won-
derful place to sing,” he said about the
Union County PAC. He then ex-
pressed his gratitude to the audience
by saying,“We certainly appreciate
you coming out.”

Choral Art Society performs “All for Love”

FW Presents Cultural
Arts Performances

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Fanwood Arts Council
will present “The Fanwood Cultural
Arts Performance Series” on May 16
from 7 to 10 p.m. at the at the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts center (the
old carriage house).

The Booglerizers and Joe McKay
will give two acoustic-music perfor-
mances.

Mr. McKay’s music is rooted in the
late 1950s and early 1960s folk re-
vival. The music of the Kingston Trio,
the Limelighters, Bob Dylan and
singer/songwriter John Stewart con-
tributed to his unique and tradition-
ally based storytelling style.

The Booglerizers mix finger-style
guitar with mandolin and arch-top
slide, leaving room for some tube-
driven harmonica. Time is kept with a
brushed snare, washboard, clay udu
or spoons. Whether they play rural
blues, ragtime, jug-band, New Or-
leans style or R & B, it all has a funky,
barrel-house feel.

Refreshments will be offered for sale
during two 15-minute intermissions. For
more information, visit
fanwoodperformanceseries.org or e-mail
reservations@fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

There is a $7 suggested donation;
students and seniors may make a $5
contribution.


