
Page 2  Thursday, May 14, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

From the Office of Theodore Romankow
Union County Prosecutor

Prosecutor’s Corner

May 8, 2009: Alturik Francis
Sentenced for Murder

Saying it was necessary to “isolate him
for all times from society,” a state Supe-
rior Court Judge in Union County sen-
tenced Alturik Francis to three consecu-
tive life terms in prison for the brutal
murder of a woman and her two children.

In February, a Union County jury found
Francis guilty on 13 separate counts in-
cluding three counts of murder, one count
of attempted murder, said
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.
At sentencing on Friday
morning, Judge Joseph
Donohue said Francis should
spend his life behind bars as
a way for society to express
outrage for the brutal stab-
bing death and rape of 32-
year-old Majuly Collins and
the death of her two chil-
dren, 4-year-old Eduardo
Almanza and 18-month-old
Catherine Almanza.

During the trial, the pros-
ecution, handled by First Assistant Pros-
ecutor Albert Cernadas, Jr. and Assistant
Prosecutor William Kolano, presented a
variety of evidence including DNA re-
sults that linked Francis to the crime and
a confession he gave police shortly after
his arrest. According to the investigation,
Francis lived at the Bayway Gardens apart-
ment complex in Elizabeth, downstairs
from Collins and her children. On De-
cember 7, 2002 Francis went to Collins’
apartment and, after a botched robbery
attempt, repeatedly stabbed and raped
Collins. He then smothered the two chil-
dren and dumped their bodies in a bath-
tub. A fourth person in the apartment,
Collins’ cousin Susan Vargas, was stabbed
in the neck and left for dead. However,
the woman survived and contacted police
telling a 9-1-1 operator that the attacker
was the man who lived downstairs.

On Friday, Vargas presented the court
with a letter saying Francis “had no heart
or human feeling. I still feel the horror of
that morning. I try to forget but it is not
possible.” “Words that come to mind
when I think about Alturik Francis in-
clude vile and despicable,” said Prosecu-
tor Romankow. “He will never again be a
threat to the public, and this verdict gives
some justice to the memory of Majuly
Collins and her children.”

May 9, 2009 Manhunt For
Laquan Harris of Elizabeth

The Union County Homicide Task
Force is asking the public’s assistance in
locating an 18-year-old Elizabeth man
wanted in connection with an April 2009
homicide that occurred at the Oakwood
housing project. An arrest warrant has
been issued for Laquan Harris who inves-
tigators say is responsible for the shoot-
ing death of Antonio Davis, AKA “Uncle
Pete,” inside a hallway of the building at
350 Irvington Avenue in Elizabeth.

Police arrived on the scene shortly af-
ter 8 p.m. on April 13, where they discov-
ered Davis, 27, with an apparent gunshot
wound. He was transported to University
Hospital in Newark where he died a short
time later.

Anyone with information on the where-
abouts of Harris is urged to contact Detec-
tive Jason Everitt of the Homicide Task
Force at (908) 347-9176.

Union County Crimestoppers is offer-
ing a reward of up to $5,000 for the arrest
and indictment of Harris. Anyone with
information may call the Crimestoppers
Tipline (908) 654-TIPS.

All calls are kept anonymous and con-

Key News of Last Week

fidential. Prosecutors said that Harris
should be considered armed and danger-
ous. These criminal charges are accusa-
tions and defendants are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court of law.

May 5, 2009 Otis Blunt Jail
Escape Update

On the day their trial was to begin, two
men who escaped from the Union County
jail in December 2007 pled guilty to an

indictment charging them
with the escape. Otis Blunt,
34, and Jose Espinosa, 21,
each pled guilty to a charge
of 3rd degree escape.

“The case highlighted
problems in operation of the
jail,” Prosecutor Romankow
said. “Subsequently,
changes were made and new
security measures, includ-
ing barbed wire and new
cameras were added. I am
hopeful that these new addi-
tions will keep the prisoners
behind bars until their re-

lease date.”
Blunt, of Toms River, and Espinosa of

Elizabeth, escaped from the Union County
jail between December 14 and 15, 2007.
Both escapees were recaptured within
hours of each other on January 8 and 9
after an intensive manhunt that involved
the Union County Police, Prosecutor’s
Office,  Sheriff’s Department and U.S.
Marshals.

Espinosa was located in a basement
apartment in Elizabeth, while Blunt was
tracked to a $10-a-night motel in Mexico.
Blunt was in jail at the time of the escape
awaiting trial for a robbery in Hillside.
Espinosa, who pled guilty to aggravated
manslaughter in January 2007, was await-
ing sentencing on those charges when he
escaped.

Assistant Prosecutor Ann Rubin, who
handled the case, said both men could
receive five years in prison at the time of
their sentencing. Blunt is being held with-
out bail at the state prison in Trenton.
Espinosa is currently serving a 17-year
sentence for his aggravated manslaughter
charge. Sentencing for both men is sched-
uled for June 26 before state Superior
Court Judge Joseph P. Donohue in Eliza-
beth.

Wanted
Laquan Harris
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Stamler Graduates Aux.
Officers, Laganga Retires

SCOTCH PLAINS – The John H.
Stamler Police Academy graduated 26
auxiliary officers at ceremonies held April
30 in Baxel Hall on the Union County
Vocational-Technical High Schools cam-
pus.

The graduates are: from Cranford Po-
lice Department, Edward Bernier, Justin
Conklin, Gregory Federici, Ewa Jackson,
and Michael Meistrell; from Hillside Po-
lice Department, Shalom Hoffer and
Alexander Munoz; from Linden Police
Department, Fernando Chipelo,
Alexander De La Cuesta, Bartlomiej Glab
and Nelson Ventura; from New Provi-
dence Police Department, Bryan Paul,
who received the Award for Academic
Excellence; from Rahway Police Depart-
ment, Robert Black, Judith DiMaio, Shaun
Hall, Michael Rivera, Ronald Saint Juste,
Dion Smith and Tara Tilton; from Spring-
field Police Department, David Root and
John Vesper, class president; from Sum-
mit Police Department, Augustis Grimanis
and John Rice, Jr.; from Union Police
Department, Jeremiah Bechtel, Steven
Flagg and Rui (Roy) Sousa.

The graduates are of many professions
including nanny, domestic engineer
(homemaker), truck driver, cab driver,
auto mechanic, real estate agent, jeweler
and vice-president of marketing.

From mid-February through the end of
April, these civilian volunteers received
basic auxiliary officer training at the
Stamler Police Academy, in cooperation
with the Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management and Union County
Police Chiefs Association.

Plainfield Police Division’s Officer
Russell Gottlick, the lead auxiliary in-
structor, said he likes the motto Class 13
selected for their t-shirts, “Enter as many,
leave as one.”

Cranford Police Chief Eric Mason, who
serves as the president of the Union County
Police Chiefs Association, emceed the
ceremonies. He said auxiliary police of-
ficers serve as the “eyes and ears” of the
police department, and provide police
presence in the community.

“The uniformed officer can assist with
directing traffic and conduct both foot
and vehicle patrols, as well as assist with
special events, such as festivals, parades
and holiday activities,” he said. “They are
also called to serve the extremely impor-
tant role of supporting regular police de-
partments during a state of emergency or
other time of crisis.”

The Oath of Honor taken by all law
enforcement officers is administered to
auxiliary police officers upon their gradu-
ation.

Union County First Assistant Prosecu-
tor Albert Cernadas congratulated the
graduates, noting that their volunteerism

is “extremely valuable for our commu-
nity, especially in this time of ever-de-
creasing budgets and manpower.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), who serves on the State
Legislature’s Public Safety Committee,
was the keynote speaker. “Four concepts
come to mind when we speak about aux-
iliary officers: volunteerism, camarade-
rie, connecting with the community and
bravery. In today’s society, what better
four concepts do we need to bring to-
gether? You bring warmth and humility
to the public as a representative of our
government, and we thank you for your
courage, sincerity, volunteerism, brav-
ery, and your commitment to help each
other,” he said.

Special recognition was given to Ben
Laganga, who recently retired as the di-
rector of Union County’s Division of
Emergency Management, a position he
has held since May 1990. He was de-
scribed as a “hands-on leader” who was in
charge of a wide spectrum of responsi-
bilities including domestic preparedness,
hazardous materials and fire investiga-
tion. Mr. Laganga was said to be “dedi-
cated” to upgrading standards, equipment,
training and community education. He
testified before the United States Senate
Committee regarding “worst case sce-
narios” on the Internet according to the
Clean Air Act’s Risk Management Plan.

Auxiliary officer Tara Tilton said, “Ben is
a man of honor and integrity, and has always
chosen to do the right thing, even when doing
the right thing was a difficult choice.”

Mr. Laganga’s revamped the emer-
gency management in Union County. One
of his accomplishments was the addition
of a high tech emergency response com-
munications command center that is sup-
ported by a mobile unit, both of which are
equipped with state-of-the-art equipment.
Mr. Laganga took over training of auxil-
iary recruits when he became OEM direc-
tor. He partnered with the prosecutor and
Union County Police Chiefs Association
to run the academy. The first class trained
under this program graduated in Decem-
ber 1993.

Sgt. Michael Small with the New Jersey
State Police’s Emergency Management
section, which oversees all auxiliary of-
ficer training, congratulated the graduates.

Summit Chief Robert Lucid, academy
superintendent, said the next Auxiliary
Officers Basic Training is slated to start in
February 2010. Anyone interested should
contact the police department in the com-
munity in which they live.

For more information, contact Karen
Positan at the Stamler Police Academy,
1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, call
(908) 889.9028 or e-mail
kpositan@ucnj.org.

Navy Seaman Maehl
Completes Basic

WESTFIELD — Navy Seaman Ap-
prentice Jeffrey K. Maehl, son of Barbara
and Kenneth P. Maehl of Westfield, re-
cently completed U.S. Navy basic train-
ing at Recruit Training Command, Great
Lakes, Ill.

During the eight-week program, Maehl
completed a variety of training which
included classroom study and practical
instruction on naval customs, first aid,
firefighting, water safety and survival,
and shipboard and aircraft safety. An
emphasis was also placed on physical
fitness. The capstone event of boot camp
is “Battle Stations.” This exercise gives
recruits the skills and confidence they
need to succeed in the fleet.

“Battle Stations” is designed to galva-
nize the basic warrior attributes of sacri-
fice, dedication, teamwork and endur-
ance in each recruit through the practical
application of basic Navy skills and the
core values of Honor, Courage and Com-
mitment. Its distinctly Navy flavor was
designed to take into account what it
means to be a sailor. Maehl is a 2007
graduate of Westfield High School.

IDENTITY LOGGED...Children sign up last year for the Child ID program at the
Atlas Pythagoras Lodge in Westfield.

Child ID Program Set for
May 16 in Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Atlas Pythagoras
Masonic Lodge, located at 1011 Central
Avenue in Westfield, will hold its 18th
annual Child ID program this Saturday,
May 16,  from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Children will be fingerprinted by a law
enforcement officer, then videotaped.
Then the child will bite down on a wafer
to create a tooth print, DNA sample and
preserve the child’s scent.

The lodge and law enforcement offic-
ers will not keep the identifications. All
the information on a DVD will be given
only to parents/guardians.

The identity items can be a powerful
tool in the case of a missing child, authori-
ties said. The parents can give the infor-
mation to police. Newspapers, television
and the Internet can also be solicited for
immediate assistance.

The program is free. Light refresh-
ments will be served, and there will be

balloons for the children. For further in-
formation, call the Atlas Pythagoras Lodge
at (908) 233-7349.

GW Library Hosts
Panic Presentation

GARWOOD – On Thursday, May 21,
at 7 p.m., a representative from Panic
Relief, Inc., will present a program at the
Garwood Public Library on “Overcom-
ing your fears, agoraphobia, and anticipa-
tory anxiety.”

Situations that may trigger panic at-
tacks, fears and phobias will be addressed,
presenting techniques and strategies to
help overcome these issues.

This program is free. Registration is
required at the circulation desk or by
calling (908) 789-1670. The library is
located at the corner of Walnut Street and
Third Avenue.

“Income Strategies, 2009”
A Dinner Financial Workshop 

Admission is free, but seating is limited.  
Each attendee will be entitled to receive a Complementary 1 hour consultation 

 For reservations, call  us at 732-635-0900 Ext.  703,  or e-mail: jlaloof@royalaa.com 

Topics will include: 
 Income Investment strategies that may help 
make sure you do not out-live your assets or 
income;

Taxable versus tax-free investing

Income opportunities available TODAY, as 
       presented by our Special Guest Presenter... 

Brett Egner—Vice President 
First Trust Portfolios, LP 

Our evening’s sponsor

Mattos Capital Management, LLC & 
JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 

present 

Your Hosts:  David Mattos, RFC
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  
Author of the Investment Manual  

“Rolling Over: Retirement Investing in Uncertain Times”

Thursday May 21, 2009 
Dinner will be served at 6:30 PM

Acquaviva Delle Fonti
115 Elm Street— Westfield, New Jersey

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered 
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Investors should consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of unit investment trusts carefully before investing.  Please call  
732-635-0900 for a prospectus which contains this and other information about the trusts.  Please read the prospectus carefully before investing.   

Investment return and principal value of unit investment trusts will vary with market conditions so that units, when redeemed, may be worth more or less 
than their original cost.


