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Statewide Ticketing for Non-Use
Of Seat Belts to Run May 18 to 31

AREA — More than 470 police
agencies in the State of New Jersey
will implement “Zero Tolerance” en-
forcement on the use of seat belts
while driving automobiles from May
18 through May 31. The crackdown
is part of a nationwide “Click It Or
Ticket” campaign.

Union County will participate in
the program.

“All of us here in Union County
want to make sure motorists and their
passengers understand the dangers
not wearing a seatbelt presents,” said

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “This program will hope-
fully highlight the need for safety as
you drive the roadways in our county.”

According to county officials, in
2008 there were 592 traffic crash
fatalities. A large percentage of the
motor vehicle occupants killed in traf-
fic crashes were not wearing a safety
belt. The most recent statewide sur-
vey, undertaken in June 2008, deter-
mined the seat belt usage rate in New
Jersey to be 91.75 percent. Through
this two-week mobilization period,
law enforcement officials hope to in-
crease that number by 1.25 percent,
to 93 percent.

A grant from the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Highway Safety pays for
county police officers to conduct spe-
cial patrols that will issue summonses
to motorists and their front-seat pas-
sengers who are not complying with
the Primary Seat Belt Law. These
officers will also enforce the child
safety restraint law as appropriate.

The Primary Seat Belt Law was
enacted in May of 2001.

BUZZING LADY LIBERTY...On April 27, hundreds of people briefly panicked
and evacuated office buildings in lower Manhattan and nearby New Jersey during
midday, fearing a 9/11-type attack, when a 747aircraft followed by two F16 fighter
jets circled at 1,000 feet over the city and the Statue of Liberty. New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and other local officials were outraged over not being
notified by the White House. The backup Air Force One was on a “photo-op”
mission authorized by Louis Caldera, director, White House Military Office. This
week, Mr. Caldera resigned and the White House released the mission photo above.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAY OF PRAYER...Scotch Plains’ National Day of Prayer service was held last
Thursday evening and attended by about 60 people at Scotch Plains Baptist
Church. Mayor Nancy Malool spoke. She was joined by, left to right, Pastor Kevin
Brennan of Evangel Church, Rector Jane Rockman of All Saints Episcopal
Church and Pastor David Jahnke of Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
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Plf. Council Opts Not to
Cut $153-Mil. BOE Budget

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, May 5, Charles Cornish, Jr.,
52, of South Plainfield was arrested on
the 400 block of West South Avenue
while operating a stolen motor vehicle. A
random license plate inquiry revealed the
active stolen vehicle information. Cor-
nish was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and charged with
receiving stolen property. He was com-
mitted to the Union County jail in lieu of
$5,000 bail. Cornish also was processed
on an active no-bail Union County
Sheriff’s warrant and a traffic warrant
from Bound Brook in the amount of $100.

Wednesday, May 6, Michael Phillips,
Jr., 29, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
West Broad Street on an outstanding no-
bail Union County Sheriff’s warrant. Also
arrested was his passenger, Alishia L.
Hooks, 28, of Plainfield, on an outstand-
ing East Brunswick traffic warrant in the
amount of $81. Hooks was released on
her own recognizance per the East
Brunswick Municipal Court. Phillips was
detained at Westfield police headquarters
before being turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office.

Friday, May 8, Jonathan Diaz, 40, of
Westfield was arrested after turning him-
self in at Westfield police headquarters to
satisfy a Garwood traffic warrant in the
amount of $250. He was released after
posting bail.

Friday, May 8, a 15-year-old male ju-
venile was arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (marijuana) in a municipal lot near
an East Broad Street restaurant. He was
processed and released to his parents.

Saturday, May 9, a resident on the 100
block of Tamaques Way reported he was
the victim of a strong-armed robbery while
he was walking near the intersection of
Norwood Drive and Rahway Avenue.
The victim told police that two white
males and one black male, all in their mid-
20s, approached him and demanded
money and his cell phone. He said the
suspects threatened him with physical
violence if he did not comply.

According to the victim, one of the
suspects went through his pocket, taking
his wallet and cell phone. The suspects
then fled the scene in an older model,
green sedan with a rear spoiler affixed to
the trunk area toward Surrey Lane. The
victim was not injured.

Saturday, May 9, Edith Narvaez, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Elizabeth traffic warrant in the amount of
$100 after a motor vehicle stop on the
1100 block of South Avenue. She was
released on her own recognizance as per
the Elizabeth Municipal Court.

Saturday, May 9, a resident on the 800
block of Shackamaxon Drive reported a
found black wallet on the street in front of
her residence. The item was placed in the
Westfield Police Department evidence
locker.

Saturday, May 9, Kyle Fleming, 20, of
Westfield was arrested on the 200 block
of Myrtle Avenue on an outstanding
Garwood traffic warrant in the amount of
$89. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, and processed.

Sunday, May 10, Shone Regg, 54, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated in the area
of Lamberts Mill Road and Warren Street
after a motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, May 10, Corinne Lawson, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested on North Av-
enue near Crossway Place on an out-
standing Fanwood traffic warrant for
$500. She was unable to post bail and was
turned over to Fanwood authorities.

Sunday, May 10, an employee of a
business district restaurant reported that
her cell phone was stolen when it was left
on the counter.

Monday, May 11, a tow yard in
Westfield reported a theft of service when
the owner of an improperly insured ve-
hicle removed it without compensating
the tow service.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 5, a resident of Camelot

Court reported that a white, Isuzu truck
illegally dumped a load of dirt and a load
of cinder blocks and brick in the empty lot
across from her residence. According to
police, the occupants of the truck were
two Hispanic males.

Tuesday, May 5, Sheldon Bartee, 54,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to maintain a lane. According to
police, he was also charged with failure to
exhibit documents.

Tuesday, May 5, Meegan L. Peebles,
31, of East Orange was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. She was processed and released at the
scene.

Saturday, May 9, police responded to a
gas station on Route 22 on a report of an
armed robbery, which occurred at 6:25
a.m. According to police, an older model
sedan, either blue or black in color, with
Pennsylvania license plate GSN1605
driven by a black male, approximately 5
foot 9 inches, 160 pounds in his late 20s
wearing a dark colored hooded sweatshirt
with dreadlocks entered the attendant’s
kiosk brandishing a black handgun.

According to police, the suspect de-
manded money from the register and the
safe, as well as from the attendant’s pock-
ets. The suspect took money and several
packs of cigarettes and then demanded
the wallet of a female customer getting
gas also pointing the gun in her face,
police said. A statewide alert was broad-
casted for the vehicle and later recovered
by the Irvington Police Department,
parked with no occupants, authorities re-
ported.

The vehicle was reported stolen out of
Newark and recovered by Mountainside
police and detained for processing, police
said. The detective bureau will be inves-
tigating the incident further.

Saturday, May 9, a resident of Charles
Street reported that someone entered his
locked vehicle and removed a leather
case containing the registration and in-
surance cards as well as other documen-
tation regarding the vehicle.

Saturday, May 9, police responded to
Deerfield School on the report of fire.
According to police, a small, hollow tree
was seen burning and the fire department
was called and the small fire was extin-
guished without incident. A search of the
area was negative for anything suspi-

cious, police said.
Saturday, May 9, police responded to a

dispute between neighbors on Stony
Brook Lane. According to police, there
has been an ongoing dispute between two
neighbors regarding a spotlight, which
shines into the living room of the house
next door. According to police, the owner
of the residence containing the spotlight
claimed her neighbor entered her prop-
erty and removed the light. Both parties
were advised of the formal complaint
process.

Sunday, May 10, a resident of Stony
Brook Lane reported that two plants that
had been recently planted on his property
appeared to be uprooted in a suspicious
nature.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 5, Scott Festa, 40, of

Dunellen was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop for an outstanding warrant. He
was processed and released.

Thursday, May 7, a resident of Hunter
Avenue reported that someone removed
his Ipod valued at $300 from his bag.

Thursday, May 7, a resident of Grant
Avenue reported that someone removed
his bicycle valued at $120 from his yard.

Sunday, May 10, Craig Eddy, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, Jose Monzon, 47, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle stop at which
time officers smelled the odor of alcohol.

He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, Daryl Harris, 21, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, a resident of Aldene
Avenue reported that someone smashed
the windows of his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 5, Anthony F. Mannino,

32, of Rahway was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an out-
standing warrant out of Linden. He was
processed and released.

Wednesday, May 6, a resident of Lin-
den reported that sometime between Sun-
day, May 3, at noon and Wednesday, May
6, at 3 p.m. someone entered his unlocked
vehicle while it was parked at a business
in the 100 block of South Avenue and
removed his stereo system.

Thursday, May 7, Larry Spruill, 52, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue for an Essex
County no-bail warrant. He was processed
and turned over to the Essex County
Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, May 8, Sakina B. Bashir, 29, of
Roselle was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue for an outstanding
warrant out of Cranford. She was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, May 8, Darryl H. Massey, 43,
of Linden was arrested for an outstanding
warrant out of Clark after a motor vehicle
stop in the 200 block of South Avenue. He
was processed and released.

Friday, May 8, a resident in the 100
block of Pleasant Avenue reported that he
sold an item on the Internet and the pur-
chaser sent him a check for $1,400 over
the purchase price. According to police,
the victim was instructed to send the
$1,400 back to the purchaser in a separate
check. After the victim returned the
money, he was notified that the original
check from the suspect was fraudulent,
police said. The incident is under investi-
gation.

Sunday, May 10, Sandra Bitello, 53, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on LaGrande Avenue for an
outstanding warrant out of Plainfield. She
was processed and released.

Sunday, May 10, Li A. Martinez, 38, of
Cranford was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue for an out-
standing warrant out of Fanwood. She
was processed and released.

Monday, May 11, Frank Penna, Jr.,43,
of Fanwood was arrested after a field
investigation in the 100 block of Helen
Street for an outstanding Scotch Plains
warrant. He was processed and turned
over to the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment.

Monday, May 11, Lance J. Forneyhush,
31, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing Somerset County warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.
He was processed and turned over to the
Somerset County Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, May 11, David E. Harris, 38,
of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an
Irvington no-bail warrant. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Irvington
Police Department.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield City
Council on Monday night passed a reso-
lution sending the recently defeated
school budget to the state without mak-
ing any changes. Council President
Rashid Burney explained that this late
addition to the agenda came after mem-
bers of the city council met with mem-
bers of the board of education and
Lucille Davy, the state commissioner
of education. The $153-million budget
was defeated in the April 21 election.

Nancy Piwowar told the council that
it was “disheartening to me that you
won’t make any changes” and that be-
cause she feels her vote didn’t count, it
is “like I’m living in Florida.”

Mr. Burney said the council took its
responsibility on the budget “very seri-
ously” and that when he sat down to
look at the budget he got “googly eyed”
due to its complexity. He said that the
council did not want to overturn the will
of the voters, but that the city schools
receive over $100 million in state fund-
ing regardless of the tax levy, leaving
the council feeling their “hands are
tied.”

He added that, “We see this as a need
to work together (with the board of
education) going forward,” and stated
his desire for the public to be kept more
aware of the board of education’s ac-
tivities.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, several residents spoke
about last year’s closure of Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center and the city’s
continued need for the facility to be
reopened.

John Pritchard of Plainfield said that
with threats of bio-terror attacks, it was
important that Plainfield has a working
hospital. He said, “I’m talking about
many people’s lives…what good is a
downtown business area if we don’t
have a hospital?”

Ms. Piwowar stated that last week
several residents attended a state Health
Planning Board meeting in Trenton,
and that while it does not typically have
a public comment portion at its meet-
ings, the board did allow the residents
to speak.

She stressed the need for something
to be done to re-open the hospital, say-
ing that it has already been a year since
the closure, and in four more years, the
satellite emergency room currently op-
erating there can be closed as well.

Ms. Piwowar also said that the issues
“go beyond healthcare” because she
said many people had given private
donations to the hospital, and suggested
that the money had not been properly
used.

City Administrator Marc Dashield
said the city was supposed to receive a
report from the state regarding the clo-
sure and the conditions that Solaris,
Muhlenberg’s parent company, were
supposed to meet, but that to date, he
had only received a “loud silence.” He
said that the state might be waiting to
respond in the ongoing litigation, but
that the city has no power to enforce the
conditions the state set forth.

Resident Donna Gutenfauk said she
recently visited the satellite emergency
department with chest pains and said
that it “is open and functioning quite
well.” Ms. Gutenfauk said she was also
in attendance at the meeting in Trenton
and was “astonished at the attempt to
pass the buck.”

Ms. Gutenfauk said she did not see
the state doing anything to enforce the
conditions.

Assemblyman and Plainfield resi-
dent Jerry Green (LD-22) said Solaris
is claiming it does not have the funds to
meet the conditions set forth last year,
and is now seeking financial help from
the state.

“People need to stop playing politics
with this issue,” Assemblyman Green
said.

Help Whip Cancer with the Pampered Chef
And Top Line Appliance Center on North Ave.

WESTFIELD - A benefit event to sup-
port the American Cancer Society will
take place at Top Line Appliance Center
on North Avenue in Westfield on Satur-
day, May 16, from 1 to 4 p.m. with
cookware raffles, hourly prizes and give-
aways, as well as a cooking demonstra-
tion at 2 p.m., and Thursday, May 21,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Forty percent of all
Pampered Chef purchases at this event
will be donated to the Pampered Chef’s
Help Whip Cancer Campaign.

According to the American Cancer
Society, breast cancer remains the most
commonly diagnosed form of cancer
among women in the United States.
Thanks to early detection through regular
mammograms and effective treatment,
the five-year survival rate has improved
from 80 percent in the 1950s to an as-
tounding 98 percent today.

The Pampered Chef is entering its 10th
year in joining forces with the American
Cancer Society — a collaboration that
shares a relentless quest to save lives and
help put an end to breast cancer. To date,
The Pampered Chef has donated more
than $6.7 million to the American Cancer
Society from Help Whip Cancer
Fundraiser Shows and special pink-
themed product sales. The money raised
supports breast cancer education and early
detection programs.

The Pampered Chef invites people to
celebrate food, friends and family by
hosting a Help Whip Cancer Fundraiser
Cooking Show. Guests can taste deli-
cious, affordable recipes and receive valu-
able cooking tips from an experienced
consultant, while raising money for breast
cancer awareness and early detection. Up
to 25 percent of total Help Whip Cancer
Fundraiser Show sales is contributed to
the American Cancer Society.

“Thanks to support from The Pam-
pered Chef’s Help Whip Cancer cam-
paign, we are saving lives and making
strides against breast cancer,” said Van
Velsor Wolf, 2008-2009 volunteer chair-
man, American Cancer Society National
Board of Directors. “Together, we can
create a world with more birthdays by
helping women stay well, by helping
them get well, by finding cures and by
fighting back.”

For more information about Help Whip
Cancer, hosting a Fundraiser Cooking
Show or purchasing Help Whip Cancer
products, call Dalida Nigro, independent
director for The Pampered Chef, at (908)
233-4385.

The Pampered Chef and Help Whip
Cancer are registered trademarks.
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Freeholders Set Grant
Today At Oak Ridge
CLARK — The Union County Board

of Chosen Freeholders will kick off the
2009 Preserve Union County grant ap-
plication process at the Oak Ridge Club-
house, located on the grounds of the
former golf course, today Thursday,
May 14, at 4 p.m.

A total of $500,000 in matching grants
are available to local preservation groups
and local governments, funded through
the Union County Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.

Since the fund’s inception, over $1.5
million in matching grants for local
preservation projects has been granted.

The board will also announce plans
to use trust fund monies to stabilize and
preserve the clubhouse, a 250-year-old
former farmstead that played a role in
Revolutionary War events in Union
County.

Mitchell, is “you really see how many
people it takes to run a borough.”

A special award went to Rosemarie
Frith, who has worked at the Chelsea
assisted living facility on South Av-
enue for the past nine years.

Jennifer Ricci, Chelsea director,
pointed out that Ms. Frith serves as
the lead certified medication assis-
tant and was recently named a
Champion of Senior Living by the
Assisted Living Federation of
America.

The honor, presented to Ms. Frith
at a national conference in Philadel-
phia, denotes an employee of extraor-
dinary merit who goes above and
beyond the call of duty every day for
those they serve.
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Fanwood

Cindy Clancy Warren spoke on
behalf of the District Legislative
Team, to which Mrs. Nelson served
as liaison. “On behalf of the DLT past
and present, we would not be here
without you,” she said.

Karyn Steele, PTA Council presi-
dent, thanked Mrs. Nelson on behalf
of her group. “You’ve always been
very gracious in handling the public,”
she said.

After the public had a chance to
comment, board members took turns
congratulation Mrs. Nelson on her
years of service.

“You’ve always given us the gift of
presence of time,” board member
Nancy Bauer said. Many commented
on her insight. “You used informa-
tion so wisely,” board Vice-President
Sasha Slocum said.

Superintendent Hayes also com-
mended Mrs. Nelson, saying, “You
have the ability to push people be-
yond where they want to go.”

Mrs. Nelson thanked everyone for
attending and noted that as a board
member, she always felt that she was
part of a team. “What I’m most proud
of is the respect that this board gives
each other,” she said.

The SP-F BOE will meet next on
Thursday, May 28.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

against the approval, saying he saw no
reason to change the provision. “I don’t
see any downside to having another
means of appeal,” he said, saying he
agreed with Terrill Road resident Ilse
Heinemeyer, who had urged the coun-
cil to defeat the proposal, saying it
could lead to additional lawsuits being
filed against the township.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor declared May as Rescue Squad
Month, and Rescue Squad President
Dan Sullivan made a plea for volun-
teers, saying he wanted to prevent
people from having to pay for ambu-
lance service. The squad this month
is conducting its annual fund-raising
drive, and Mr. Sullivan noted that the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Layoffs Protested at
Scotch Plains Council

appeal letter sent to all township resi-
dents includes an appeal for volun-
teers as well.

Prior to the regular meeting, the
council held a brief emergency meet-
ing to discuss the incident last week-
end at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in which a swastika was
burned into the artificial turf playing
field. Mayor Malool said that “we’re
taking it very seriously” and “the
police are taking it very seriously.”
She said the council will submit a
written response to The Times for
publication and also post it on the
township website. “We are not going
to tolerate any vandalism, much less
bias vandalism,” she said.

Car Accident on
Jerusalem, Mountain

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Detective Lt.
Brian Donnelly of the Scotch Plains
Police Department said that the au-
topsy of a 76-year-old Scotch Plains
woman who died following an auto-
mobile accident May 1 in the town-
ship was inconclusive in determining
if the woman’s health factored into the
cause of the crash or her death.

Ida Williams of Scotch Plains was
traveling north on Jerusalem Road in
a 2004 Ford Taurus on Friday, May 1,
at 9 a.m. when she failed to stop at a
stop sign and entered the intersection
at Mountain Avenue where her ve-
hicle was broadsided by a Mercury
wagon heading east on Mountain Av-
enue driven by Cherlynn Elmer, 19, of
Scotch Plains.

“Elmer’s vehicle was not traveling
fast,” Scotch Plains Det. Lt. Donnelly
said. He said there were “no signs of
braking” by Ms. Williams and wit-
nesses said it appeared she was
“slumped over” and that the “car was
driving itself.”

He said, “there was not a lot of
trauma to the body” of Ms. Williams
and “there could have been a prior
medical condition.”

Det. Lt. Donnelly confirmed Ms.
Williams was transported to Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark where she
was pronounced dead. Ms. Elmer was
released from Overlook Hospital in
Summit with minor cuts and bruises
caused by the deployment of the airbag.


