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Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELPING OTHERS...Scotch Plains resident and postal worker, Jim DeChiaro,
delivers collected donations to Richie Wagner and Jim Kelliher, volunteers at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Food Pantry on Martine Avenue.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CROSS-TOWN MATCHUP...This Saturday, starting at 2 p.m., at Elizabeth’s
Williams Field, Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) and Westfield High School (WHS)
baseball teams will meet in the championship game of the Union County Tournament.
Amazingly, WHS and SP-F have only met seven previous times in the 55 years of the
county tournament; WHS winning in 1955, ’68, ’77, ’83 and ’87, and SP-F coming out
on top in 1976 and 2000. None of those games were in the final. See story on page 13.

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLU UPDATE...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield), center, reviews information
about the H1N1 virus at a Monday press conference at the county public safety
building in Westfield. Looking on are county manager George Devanney, left, county
Police Chief Daniel Vaniska, in back, and Times Assignment Editor Paul Peyton.

Resignation of Park Teacher
Questioned By Some Parents

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE) met Monday for an
agenda setting meeting. Among top-
ics discussed was an announcement
from New Jersey’s Clean Energy Pro-
gram that approved the board’s appli-
cation to install a CORE Solar Sys-
tem, as a participant in the CORE
Program, at Terrill Middle School
with a $312,842 estimated rebate.

Board member Donald Parisi called
this “great news.”

Past board member Jane Costello,
who was in attendance, said that she
was happy to see this process moving
forward and offered to help in any
capacity.

In other business, it was also noted
that the SP-F BOE would go ahead
with a pension deferral plan. The
board will vote during the next meet-
ing to authorize the board business
administrator to pay one half of the
2009 Public Employees Retirement
System (PERS) pension before April
30 of this year and apply for a deferral
schedule that would begin in April of
2012.

The SP-F BOE also approved Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes recommendations for person-
nel. Board member Rob O’Connor
voted no, however, on Matthew
Kalafat’s resignation.

Some audience members took the
time to comment on this resignation.
Mr. Kalafat was an English teacher at
Park Middle School.

“This is a terrible mistake,” Eliza-
beth Gilmore Duddy said. “He was a
tremendous breath of fresh air at Park
Middle.”

Her son, eighth grader Timothy
Duddy, also spoke on behalf of Mr.
Kalafat. “He was a special kind of
teacher, probably the most unique
teacher I’ve ever had,” he said. “The

fact that he had to resign is a terrible
loss to the school.

While one man said that he was
“baffled,” a woman said that she be-
lieves that whatever the problem is
“could have been worked out.”

The topic was discussed in execu-
tive session and while Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse thanked the
public for their comments and e-mails,
he said the resignation could not be
discussed in public session by the
board.

Also on Monday, Superintendent
Hayes noted that the district’s schools
would be closed on Friday, May 22,
for an extended Memorial Day vaca-
tion, as all of the snow days were not
used.

Additionally, Union County PTA
Liaison Deborah Brody thanked the
community for a very successful “Op-
eration Shoebox” event. She said this
was the second annual PTA Commu-
nity Project and 300 boxes were pre-
pared to send to soldiers overseas.

Earlier in the meeting, the board
adopted a resolution on the retire-
ment of board member Linda Nelson.
Mrs. Nelson has served on the board
for nine years and during that time
has served as both BOE vice-presi-
dent and president, as well as serving
as chairperson for numerous com-
mittees.

“The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education recognizes and
commends Linda Nelson for her dedi-
cation, her professionalism, her sound
guidance, her commitment to her
myriad board responsibilities, and her
genuine concern for the students in
our Scotch Plains and Fanwood com-
munities,” read one part of the resolu-
tion.

This retirement celebration was
well attended, with a few attendees
having to stand in the back of the
room.

WF Teens Face Criminal
Charges for SP Field Fire

Fanwood Council Restricts Parking
Near High School at Birchwood

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
Tuesday night’s regular monthly
meeting, approved a 90-day ordinance
restricting parking along Birchwood
Terrace.

The temporary measure, which
takes effect May 15 and was devel-
oped with input from residents, is a
response to high school students park-
ing their cars on both sides of
Birchwood Terrace, leaving little or
no room left for homeowners.

In addition, borough officials
pointed out that since Birchwood
has no sidewalks on either side of
the street, pedestrians are forced to
either walk on residential lawns or
in the middle of the road when stu-

dent cars are lined up bumper to
bumper.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
explained that the ordinance restricts
non-Birchwood Terrace residents
from parking on the road between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Ms. Mitchell said required parking
permits for Birchwood residents will
be available from the borough clerk’s
office “at no charge” to help facilitate
enforcement of the measure.

Councilman David Valian noted
that the “parking situation that is go-
ing on now [along Birchwood] could
move” to adjoining streets once the
ordinance takes effect.

However, Mr. Valian emphasized,
“We’re aware of that and we’re going
to be keeping an eye on it.”

Councilman Anthony Parenti asked

whether signs could be erected at the
corners of Birchwood and Oakwood
Court and Birchwood and Westfield
Avenue, to help discourage student
parkers from going there.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis re-
sponded that enforcement would be
difficult, since the temporary ordi-
nance only applies to Birchwood.

“The mayor and council will need
to decide…sometime this
summer…whether this [ordinance]
will be permanent,” said Mr. Estis.

In other business, the governing
body approved a resolution authoriz-
ing the borough to receive bids for the
demolition of the remaining build-
ings at 238 South Avenue, known as
the Livingston Wilbor site.

The borough owns the formerly
light industrial-zoned property, which
is in the middle of the downtown
redevelopment district; local officials
plan to clear and remediate the site
before pursuing redevelopment op-
portunities.

Also approved was a resolution to
award a contract “not to exceed
$4,000” to Salient Associates.

Council President Donna Dolce
said the company “will develop specs
for [wireless communications pro-
viders] who might want to bid” for
leased space on the borough’s com-
munications tower, creating possible
opportunities for future revenue.

The governing body also approved
a developer’s agreement with a
Mountainside firm, which will con-
struct an approved four-lot subdivi-
sion on Beverly Place.

Mayor Mahr noted that the council
continues to review recommendations
presented last week by the bipartisan
citizens’ budget review task force.

“In these challenging economic
times, you need to think outside the
box,” said the mayor, in thanking the
volunteer task force for its efforts to
date. “The status quo is no longer
acceptable…because the cost of run-
ning municipal government has grown
excessively high.”

Also Tuesday night, officials pre-
sented a series of special awards and
proclamations to those who serve the
borough — including police, emer-
gency medical, nursing, public works,
historic preservation and others. Carol
Campell was honored as Volunteer of
the Month for her work with The
Friends of the Library.

“One thing about all these procla-
mations,” said Councilwoman

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Four male
juveniles from Westfield were taken
into custody last Friday, May 8, for
their involvement in the burning of a
swastika into the artificial turf field
behind the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

According to Scotch Plains Police
Detective Lieutenant Brian Donnelly,
at 9 p.m., Scotch Plains Detective
Shawn Johnson, who was volunteer-
ing at the Relay for Life cancer ben-
efit being held at the football stadium
adjacent to the turf field, was notified
that several teenagers were observed
lighting a section of the turf field on
fire.

Det. Lt. Donnelly said the suspects
fled the scene before Det. Johnson
arrived at the location of the fire. It
was later reported that the teens had
attempted to enter the event, which
required pre-registration, and were
turned away for not being pre-regis-
tered. They were said to have left the
registration booth without incident.

Police are investigating whether or
not the fire was started before or after
the teens were not permitted to enter
the fundraiser. Authorities said wit-
nesses were able to identify three of
the teens involved in the fire and the
teens were apprehended within a brief
period of the incident.

The fourth suspect was appre-
hended a short time later and all four
were taken into custody and trans-
ported to headquarters. Three of the
teens were 16 years old and one was
15 years old.

Det. Lt. Donnelly confirmed to The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the symbol being burned into the turf
was a swastika. He stated that the
“hate symbol” was in the process of
being burned when the suspects were
noticed and fled the scene. He said
earlier reports indicating that the sym-
bol being burned could not be con-
firmed as a swastika were incorrect,
stating, “You could definitely deter-
mine it was a swastika, but they did
not finish it.”

“There is nothing to indicate that
these kids are members of an orga-
nized hate group or that it was geared
towards any one religious group or
individual in particular. But, because
of the power of the symbol, we are
taking this very, very seriously,” he
continued.

The turf was cut out and tempo-
rarily replaced and police are work-
ing with the school to determine how
much damage was done. It is un-
known at this time whether or not the
field, which was recently installed by
the township, can be patched or if the
entire surface needs to be replaced. If
the entire field needs to be resurfaced,
the cost would be significant and the
scope of the crime in relation to the
charges pending would be signifi-
cant, police said.

“This was an isolated incident
dealing with juveniles,” Det. Lt.
Donnelly said. “Charges will be
forthcoming.”

When reached for comment, Lorre
Korecky, a spokesperson for the
Westfield Board of Education, said,
“We have not received any notifica-
tion from law enforcement, who has
jurisdiction in the matter.”

SP Police, Public Works Protest
Possible Layoffs at Council Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Police and
public works representatives appealed
to the township council on Tuesday to
avoid laying off municipal employ-
ees, with a police union representa-
tive warning that personnel reduc-
tions “will cripple the police depart-
ment.”

For nearly an hour at the council’s
regular meeting, police and public
works department employees spoke
— sometimes angrily — about the
prospect of staff reductions as a means
of trimming municipal expenditures.
Earlier this month, notices of pos-
sible layoffs were issued to all town-
ship employees, with 27 individual
notices given to those workers whose
specific positions are at risk.

Most of the 46-member police force
attended Tuesday night’s meeting,
ostensibly to listen as a resolution
declaring this week as National Po-
lice Week was approved, but the reso-
lution was removed from the formal
agenda at the last minute. Mayor
Nancy Malool told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the removal was
a “mistake.”

Instead, Police Chief Brian
Mahoney first publicly recognized
the efforts of his department before
Detective Lieutenant Brian Donnelly
spoke of “the pride I have being a cop
in Scotch Plains.” At times shouting
his remarks, he singled out the four
police department employees at risk
of being laid off — three officers and
an employee in the records depart-
ment — and praised their work.

Det. Lt. Donnelly also criticized
Gregory Fehrenbach, the consultant
hired to assist in the preparation of
the municipal budget, as a “slash-
and-burn type of guy” who was unfa-
miliar with the town and its opera-
tions.

Former Police Chief Marshall
Nelson also called Mr. Fehrenbach a
“slash-and-burn guy who knows noth-
ing about the community,” and noted
that three of the four department em-
ployees slated for possible termina-
tion are minorities.

Al Cernadas, first assistant county
prosecutor, spoke briefly and noted
that in recessions crime increases,
and added that statistics show that
crime in Scotch Plains has risen in the
past year. “This is the wrong time to
lay off cops, because you’re going to
need them on the street,” he said.

Local Policemen’s Benevolent As-
sociation President Jason Everett
warned the council “if you go through
with layoffs, it will cripple the police
department.” He said there would not
be enough officers to answer calls,
and said a reduced police force would
present “a public safety issue and an
officer safety issue.”

Later, former Police Lt. Neal
LeStrange said police layoffs would
be “a big detriment to the community.”

Several public works employees
also spoke to the council, with Jim
Kelk, Jr. urging the council to con-
sider demoting “guys at the top” of
the department instead of terminat-

ing lower-paid and newer employees.
He pointed out that there are cur-
rently four foremen supervising a
minimal number of workers instead
of two supervisors overseeing a larger
number of employees, as had been
the practice until recently.

Jim Kelk, Sr. displayed two hand-
written poster boards listing depart-
ment employees and their job func-
tions, as well as the properties the
department maintains. He noted that
there are fewer department employ-
ees than in neighboring towns and,
like his son, urged a reduction in the
number of department foremen as an
alternative to layoffs.

Prior to the police and public works
employees’ remarks, Mayor Malool
said the council understands “how
devastating layoffs are. The appre-
hension alone is agonizing.” She said
the governing body is “faced with
extremely difficult circumstances,”
noting that the municipal government
has never had to consider layoffs.
“We value the service of everyone
and we’d rather not lay anyone off.”
She also said the council did “not
want an adversarial relationship” with
township employees.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance that will take the
council out of the appeals process
regarding zoning board approvals. For
the past three decades, local law al-
lowed objectors to a zoning board
application to appeal an approval to
the township council, although that
avenue has been used just once in the
past 35 years, according to acting co-
township manager Robert LaCosta.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
the newly approved ordinance, which
was unanimously recommended by the
planning board, will delete that proviso
and require all appeals to proceed di-
rectly to state Superior Court.

Councilman Kevin Glover voted
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALK A MILE IN THEIR SHOES…Participants in the 25th Relay for Life prepare to walk last Friday in the annual event
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. People walk for 12 hours – from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. – and walkers receive pledges for
walking a specific number of miles.  All money collected goes the American Cancer Society. Walking as teams, tents are set
up so tired members can rest during the early-morning hours. As of Wednesday morning, the school reported that
participants raised at least $100,000.


